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Printed for the u$e of. the Foreign Office. September 1896. 


CONIlDENTI^VIi. 


Further Correspondence respecting Asiatic Turkey, 


[In continuation of Confidential Paper No. 6823.J 


No. I. 

Memorandum communicated by M. Meiaxac, April 2, 1896. 

Lli journal “ Nea Imera ” dc Trieste, dans son numijro du 10 Pdvrier, a publid un 
extrait du rapport adressd au Oouvomoment do Sa Majestd Urifanniquo par son Consul 
b Trdbisonde, qui expose, ontre autres, quo des Turcs armds ainsi quo des soldats aldds 
par des Hollbncs et des Persans, avaient commenod par prdm^itation ot d’uno fa^on 
systdmatique ik pillor les maisons, les boutiques, et les magasins (ddpdts) des Armdnicns 
ct h tuor ceux qui montraient dc la rdsistance. 

Les ronscignomeuts contonus dans oct extrait sent loin do la vdritd, vu que, 
d’aprds des informations digues do toute foi, les Cbrdtions llolldnes s’dtaient rdfugidsi 
k I’heure des massaores et des pillages, dans leum foyers, ot qu’im soul indmdu, 
originaire do Kromni, sous le nora do Christo, connu d’nillours coiume incurable 
alcoolique ct comme rdndgat, fut npor 9 u parmi les agressoiirs no portant pas d’armes 
sur lui et se trouvant on dtat d’irressc. 

Mais mdme dans le cas ok I’individu en question on d’nutres de ces paroUs 
auraiont commis de tcls actes dc cruautd, Mr. Longwortli n’aurait p.as dft accuser 
I’dldmont Helldnique k Trdbizondo, leqiiol s’est prdtd k plusicurs reprises k venir cn 
aide aux families Ai-mdnicnncs. 

II sorait done juste ct d^uitable, k la suite des accusations si injustement portdes 
eoiitro les Ilellkiies dc Trdbizoudo par Mr. Longnrortb, qu’uno satisfaction leur soit 
donndo aussi ontikre qu’a dtd I’acte d’acousation ot dont la publicitd scririra d'en 
cffacer les traces. 


(No. 61.) 
(Tolegrapbic.) P. 


The Maryuess of Saliehury to Sir P. Currie. 


- .X.T/t... ' . Foreiyn Office, April 2, 1896. 

WllII reference to your Excellency’s telegram No. 120 of tho Slst ultimo, I 
have to inform you that oidore liavo been given for Her Majesty’s ship ’’ Uarilour ” to 
proceed to the Hay of Antioeh. 


[701) 
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No. 3. 

Consul-Ucneral Wood to tko of SalUl.ury.-{RocoM April 6.) 


(No. 9. Secret.) Tabriz, ^farch 16,1896. 

My Lord, , . „ lUp cnhicct of Uio endcnvoui-B made by the 

WITH reference to my despatch on , J hetweeu the Mahommedan and 
Representative of a certain Power to rm ' of ^ tlireateniug ctiaracter which 

Christian subjects of the ^ tl,o frontier to the west of the Plain of 

are reported as being made ‘'‘J i„fofn,atioii which I have gathered showing 

Salmas, I have now tiie hononr to of the Armenian 

The names of these persons are as follows. 

Uakop Khasariantz. 
llaratoun Khughasiantz. 

Dr. Kliatchatour Ohvaniantz. 

Ervand Khazarianti. 

Mile. Sathynic Mathyniantz. 

Mile. Papiantz. 

Grigor Maliantz. 

. 1 - r nr ghatehatour Ohvaniantz, who is said to have 

I have obtained the above \"fo™'ot>?"newly-arrived and 
r„Sinr.U»t-rerstf’tfi^ p'eTe! ^hosSowers in Tabriz are said to amount to some 

hundreds. p have, &c. 

(Signed) OECIL G. WOOD. 


No. 4. 

Sir P. Currie to the Haryuess of Salislmry .—(jRewived April 6.) 

(No. 240.) Constantinople, March 27, 1896. 

riiiii;. f"'" *“• '’-“f 

(Signed) PHIUP CURRIE. 


Inolosuro in No. 4. 

Consul-Oeneral Drummond Hay to Sir P. Currie. 

Beyroul, March 20, 1896. 

-WTI’II reference to my despatch of the 1st instant, I ^**^^*^ 
i„for)n ylnr S“rcy that lire Mram feast passed olf with comparative tranquillity 

“le'vetl dispiiU-s occurred between Moslems and Christians, two of which ended in 

''nl;:'tr!:.l?rt^STw^ ^^'1““' rr 

infoniml bv the Gove^r-Gencral that tlic matter would not be longer delayed. 
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Hi. Excellency mentioned that the 

SsifanTtoes wlm «>« d'Instruction were either unable 

P'ol^Wy be insufacient evidence at the trial 

Slt7miwhU«,“thi J^ine’'rs"woXraU probability have their crimes condoned 

(Signed) ’ R. DRUMMOND HAT. 


No. 6. 

Sir P. Carrie (o the Marquess of Satisbury.-(Received April 6.) 

(No. 241.) Constantinople, March 27, 1896. 

1 ,,i. Vn ooi .,t the 18th instant, I have the honour to call your 

Lordship“^Son to one of “t? AnueuL^^ Mm“lD’S“Se'''KmS 

t&'isrz’i it-c;.™!;.®.«. -pF-ii “ 

authorities, chiefly in the that tho^local^^officials insisted on 

Relief Commission was appointed by the Sultau^^ An were Mussulman 

guide lU action m^be foraedl^y t^f ^^^t^ 

bp» 

injured by Christians during the til about the 20th of this month, 

him to distribute relief, and insisted on h s “a“'"S * Constantinople Relief 

iSaSSJiSgS'S^gC.'fZ’c.™..!.. .h.„e be pi,... 
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at ilic distribution. As tlicrc seems to bo uo objection to this oiTaugcmcnt, I trust 
that the matter maybe regarded aa satisfactorily settled. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CUERIE. 


Inclosurc in No. 6. 

Tcwjtk Pasha to Sir P. Currie, 

Mon clicr Amlmssadcur, Sublime Porter Ic 25 Mars, 1896. 

A LA suite do notre entretien d’aujourd’hui, je me suis empressd de parler au 
Grand Vizir de la distribution de sccours pdenniaires aux ndeessUeux d'Anatolie. Son 
Altcsse in’a rdpondu qu’il no s’agissait nullcnient do remettre a la Commission Centrale 
de Sccours ni it scs sucoiirsalcs dans Ics provinces la somme rccueillie, mais do la 
distribucr, commo il a 6td fait jusqu’ici, eu presence sculemcnt d’uu des membres de la 
Commission locale. 

Veuillez, See. 

(Signd) TE^IK. 


No. 6. 

Sir P. Currif to the Marquess of Salisbury,—{Received April 6.) 

(No. 242.) 

My Lord, ^ Constantinople, 3/arc/j 30,1896. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Ivordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Colonel Chermside, Military Attachd to this Emlxissy, 
reporting the disbanding of Bedifs, and commenting on the projected expeditions 
against Kurd.s and Albanians. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURllIE. 


Inclosure in No. 0. 

Colonel Chermside to Sir P. Currie. 

^ Con«(an/mop/e, March 28, 1896. 

1 HA\E the honour to forward to your Excellency the following ^^lilitary 
Report:— 

Orders have recently been issued in compliance with Iradds— 

1. To disband as many Bedifs as possible, retaining where ncccssarv battalions 
with effcetivcR reduced by one half. 

2. To dismiss the Ihfiats called out in the 3rd, 4th. and 5th Ordus. 

3. To dismiss to the Ihtiat or active reserve of the battalions, &c., all men who 
commenced service in 3891, retaining the four classes 1892-95 (1398 a.u.) 

4. To dismiss the class 1892 (1309 a.u.) when the conscripts now taken by 
ballot arc called up. 

As regards the Bedifs— 

In the 1st Ordu only the 1st battalion 6th Begimcnt Kianghri battalion i*cniains 
under arms with reduced effcclive. 

In the 2ud Or^lu no Bedifs remain under arms. 

In the 3rd Ordu all Hit rvouifti under arms in Macedonia. &c., have been 
disbanded. (12.) 

1 ho three battalions, Avret Hissar 3rd battalion 42nd Begimcnt, Qoogholu 
2nd battalion 42nd Begimcnt, Salonika Ist battalion 42ud Begimcnt, sent to Syria In 
December liavc returned and been disbanded. 

« V battalions of 3rd Ordu called out for service in Crete, i.e., six of the 

47th and 48th Bogiments, the 4lh battalion 48th Begimcnt Chinek battalion was not 
einl>arkc(l, but was assembled ready at Milos. It has been disbanded. According to 
Her Majesty’s Consul five other liattalions were landed in Crete. Ist Bethymo 
^4th December, and 2iul at Suda Bay 29th December; Ist Khauia between the 
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30th Decemhor, 1896, and the lOtU January, 1890; half-battalion from Smyrna on the 

"wTto,™ S Srfcdir., 0* i. 

posiiv Zdtr ^ wo L -0 recoived no nows of thoir withdrawal or return to 
Smvrim. I presume that they arc still under arms m 5th Ordu district. 

Twelve or thirteen battalions of this Orfu therefore remain under arms. 

4th Ordu. In this Ordu sixty-one battalions wore called out. 

Thirteen of those of the Trebizond, Rizeh, Gyumush. Khaueh. hamsoun, Sivas 
districts have been dismissed. . 

The 52nd Regiment, Kharput, &o., has been dismiss^. . , wa 

Part or all of the 69th and COth Regiments, Van, Mush, Bitlis, Melasgird have 

been dismissed. _ . , , , 

Part or all of the 60th and 51st Regiments have been dismissed. 

Part or all of the 57th and 5Sth Regiments liavo been dismissed. 

In all not less than forty battalions have been already dismissed, and very 
possildy niom. dismissed almost immediately, and a tow are likely to 

be retained under arms with reduced elTeotive (400). i%.i,„„,i„.i 

5th Ordu. Sixty-one battalions wore called out, these have been mostly disbandeJ, 

and the rest are to lie disbanded as soon as possible. 

At first there remained under arms half-a-lmttahon at JeruMlem, a tew 
battalionus in Ilauran, one at Beyrout, one at I.attakieh, and those at Marasli ana 
Zoitoun, and halt-a-battalion at Urfa Itli battalion ()8th Regiment. 

At present of lliose in Syria, including battalions of 05th (Duma), 06th, G7th. 
68th. 69lh, 70th, 71st, 72nd and SOth Itcgimcuts, all except 1st battalion 74tli 
Regiment Lattakieh, and half 1st liattaUon 09th Regiment Beyrout, have been dis- 

The dislianding of tho remainder is onlorcd, hut we have no nows of those from 
Zeitoiiii, Marash, and Urfa having been withdrawn. 

Tile troops, Redifs and Nizams, in the Uauran and Zcitoun oxp^itions suffered 
very severely from sickness, brought on by the season of the year, ni-sullieicnt clothing, 
exposure, indifferent food, and want of sanitary precautions, and proper samtary and 
other auxiliar)' services. Tho losses in the Hauran expedition have been stated as 
high as 5,000, tlioso in the Zcitoun expedition as high as 3.000. 

The former proportion, considering that the total troops engaged were under 
30,000, is enormous—and though I have seeu the word “ lives —tho number 

piobablv includes sick. _ _ , , , . 

Her Majesty’s Coii-sul, in his despatch of tlie 24tii Pebrnary last, gives the 
Druse losses as 310 killoil throughout, those of the troops 700 killed and wounded, 
4.000 from sickness. . • i 4 i „„„ 

We have received no details as to losses at Zmtoun. Tho troops arc said to liavo 
lost heavily in action and iu an unsuccessful assault, in repelling which the Zeitounlia 
are said to have used dynamite mines. , . . , 

The IhtlaU in the 3id 4th and 5th Ordus have been, or are being dismissed; 
2,430 of the former reached SmjTua about the 18lh March. ti *.• * 1 f 

The class of 1891 were iu some cases dismissed from tho Nizam to the 1 itiat msc 
autumn and winter, such as those of the Ordnance troops, 1st, Uh, and 5th Ord«s, 
Tripoli, and the marines. In the case of the 2ud Ordu they were passed to the Ihtiat 
and dismissed some months ago. ^ ^ . ... 

Ill the 8rd, 4th, ami 5lli Ordus this is only now licing carried out. As of late 
years special care is lioiug taken to mitigate the hardslijiw of these 0*1 their long 
land journeys home by instructions to the local authorities. Iu few, if any, cases do 
they receive their pay in full, but they receive tho babneo iu certificates, which the 
local treasuries accept at their inscribed value as payment of taxes. 

Musliir Slmkir Fasha, Imjicrial High Commissioner in Anatolia, bos recommended 
the sending in tho sprin" and summer of strong military expeditions against tho 
Dorsim anu Hekkiari Kurds. ... a «• *1 

The former have never been completely subjugated, and owing to many ol 
being Kizilliaslms, a uon-Ortliodox sect, hardly counted as Moslems, the lurks 

are always anxious if opportunity occurs to deal summarily with^them.^ 

Aa long ago as Hauz Pasha’s groat cam^iaigus agaiust tho Kurds lu 1833-34 tnoy 
escaped suhju^tiom 
[T04J 


0 










6 


In ISSS-S-l Osman Pasha’s expedition with 18,000 men wm repulsed. 

In 1879 Fazti Paslia’s command cchelonncd along the west, south, and 8outn*^t 
of the Dersim, numhcred forty-eight battalions, but no decisive result was obtamw. 

In 1882 u military column penetrated and numerous garns^ were wtablish^ 
and arc maintained, but the Kizilbashaa of the feudal Chief Hussein Pasha still 

"^’“'a’£rAnneinn''tS own districts they regard somewhat as serfs, and do 
not seriously maltreat, hut outside their own district they have been robbing and 
miirdcrinK Oliristinn and Moslem alike, and have been raiding the villages towards 
Cbimisgefck and Palu. The Hekkiari Kurds arc also Kurds the chMtising o. whom 
aiipcals to the Turkish authorities rather on the ground of their chronic deOnnoe of tto 
aiitlioritics, tlian as oppressors of the Armenians, or authors of recent massacres, ihe 
maioritv of Christians in Hekkiari arc Ncstorian. i, i 

Tlie Council of Ministers early in March drew up » Mashala to the Sulto 
recommending the above expeditions, and also one against some of the Albaman 

^^’■por some time past (1894-95) news has reached the capital of a wish of the Beys 
to revive llio “league" and of renewed aspirations towards autonomy, of prooural of 
rines, and intrigues witli foreign agents. , .i i 

A Turkish oDlcial in speaking of above to me, mentioned that it w^ >wt con¬ 
sidered in cither ease a serious danger: “ Wo can always buy some of the Kurdish 

Beys, like the Albanian, and prevent a serious eoinhination. , , i„ 

Dcrvisii Pasha, in his successful paeification in 18S4r-86, is said to have largely 
employed bribery. I have, &c. 

(Signed) HERBERT CHERM8EDE* 


Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received April 6.) 

ll?°T ConnlctUinoplt, March 30,1896. 

^ WITH refercncoto my despatch No. 171 of the 5tli instaut, I have tlio honour to 
forward to vour T/irdsliip hercirith copy of a dcsiiatcli winch I ^ t 

Her Majesty’s Consul acting at Eraoronm, inclosing an account by Mr. Hallward of 
his journey from Van to Diarbckir. ^ 

(Signwl) *' PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosuro 1 in No. 7. 

Consul Cumherbatch to Sir P. Currie. 

iCrseroum, March 17,1806 

I HAVE tho honour to send your Excellonoy copy of a despatch from Hct 
M ajesty’s Vice-Consul at Hiarhekir reporting on the position of affairs in the locahties 
through which he passed on his journey from Vam 

® I have, &c. _ 

(Signed) n. A. CHMBERBATCH. 


Inclosuro 2 in No. 7. 

Fice-Consul Hallward la Consul Cumherbatch. 

Diarbckir, February 25,1896. 

I AllItIVED hero from Van on the 18th instant. I fou^ tho ^ 

A •• 1 rvnrit in a stotc of extromc anxiety as to the future. ’Tlicy mentioned more 
esnccially two dangers, viz., tho possible return of the Kurds Hussein and Emin 
w£o were at Erzeroum, and the possibility of disturiianco at Van In either ? 

npinchondcd further serious movemonta of the Kurds against themsches. I 
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venture to express the hope that the return of tho Pashas may be prevented in some 

'"‘‘^'Both at Adoljevas (Van) and at Akhlat (Bitlis) the Turks, wliose guest I was 
inouired what was going to be done for tho restoration of the property stolen by the 
kLs froin tho Armemans, as they said that nothing serious Ul yet Jono ‘n 

that direction. Tliey wore interested to a certain extent in tho question, ns they had 
themselves bad cattle stolen from Armenian villages. , 

At Bitlis Mr. Knapp, tho American missionary, had been served with a summons 
to annear to answer a ^arge of breaking the peace. It seems that an attcnipt was 
being'^madc to throw the responsibility for the massacre of the 25tli 
on tho ground that bo had stirred up tho Alrmcmans against tho Turks, who had 
theUy W moved to reprisals. Tlic circumstances of *? 

the absurdity of this charge the 


and tliirty-eiglit otners wanted by trovonnuunv .u ■ '.-.tiv 

was told fliat one thing required of them was to sign a .statement against Mr. Knapp. 
Among the prisoners m one of the principal Protestants f 
who has always borne a good chai-aotcr, and never taken part in any 

Tho Vail of Bitlis appears to lie a weak man, entirely under the iiifluonoe of some 
of the fanatical Moslem'^otalilos. who wore thomsolves the ‘“‘'Sf 
Sandedin Paslia, tho Imperial Commissioner, whom I met near Arjisli, on tho ^il t 
Van, spent some three weeks in Bitlis, but does not appear to have done mueh beyond 
effecting a reconciliation between tho Sheikh of Khizan. who 

massacre and plunder of many Armenians m tliat caza, and Sheikh Emm, of Bitlis. 

who was one of the authors of the massaoro in that town. pi,,!.i;„„ 

At Parkin (Diarbckir) tho centre of the Sdouan Caza, whore the Ctotian 
villages siilfered terribly from every kind of outrage on the P®^ a, M 

Novmbor last, tho. Armenians were also extremely approhensivo as 
fate A certain Hmji Ecshid Aglia, a very influentiul Kurd of the place, who tTOk 
the‘principal part^n organizing tho Kurd raids in 
impircated in tlfe massacre of Diarbckir, is still living 
the Christians in a perpetual state of terror. On tbo road 
six Cliristian villages which had been 

deserted. Tho bazMrs of this town were also entirely burned in tho Into disturbaucee, 

and nothing remains hut tho ruins of the walls of the shops. . i„a„ ___ 

Hero, though there has boon a succession of panics up to “d g j 

tho Christians since tho massacre aiid pillage in tlio town f ,, 

November, order is maintained, oliieily owing to tlio presence of Abdullah Pa^, the 
Imperial Commissioner, and Zia Pasha. Commander of the troops, who have both 
Town some energy in keephig the Moslem population of the ; .^o 

confidence appears to bo felt in the Vali, and the departure of Abdullah Pasha might 
give rise to fresh disturbances. . .„„:ii:i,. i,„a t 

Tho Government, on tho whole, appear to wish to maintain ^ J 

could not hear of any serious stops being taken between \ an ^ ° 

punislimont of those responsible for tlio massacres and pillago which p!?®® 

or for tho restitution of stolen property, and unless something is done in this <••^0^*®“ 
it is difficult to see how tho Government are to hold tho olomeiits of disorder m 

I have not yet been able to obtain sufficient information to report fully on tho 
situation here. I have, &c. 

(Signed) 0. M. ilALLWAlU). 


Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Receioed April 6.) 

MvP,r«, March 31,1896. 

IVITH reference to my despatch No. 79 of tho 29th January tot, your I.,ord3h^ 
is already aware from my telegrams of the principal points elucidated 1^ ‘too foreS 
held by^Mr. Fitzraaurico, in conjunction with Turkish officials, into tbo lorced 












which h .-0 h.kon f - at Sc Stwn” A 

lislicd the fact that tlierc arc ahsolutol) n ^ i 500i turned Mahommeirn in 

160 i..-raons were kill«l. as Mr. Fitamaurico 

otner to save their l>'es- ^.i.oreas only 400 ciutnged tlicir religion. Ho 

Islam wero pmclised witli unusual »?“ Y who apostatises from that 

Itispai^ofthe re igiouslaw of Ulamt a^^ J 

fflilli inuBt be i>uniBbo(l by ilcatb, ^ i should venture to revert to bis 

would certainly be inlUcted on any desire to return 

original religion. I» t"?*. the T>‘® 

to Christianity, ami oflicmlly declared . conversion. Hr. ritzinaurico 

Government bas not as yet, however, » . Armenians to profess Cbrislianity 

was of opinion that it would ho innios .hie for ^ J ^ Commission. 

for some time to eoinc. and thought'tJ’'. by punishing 

oomposed of liigh militnry and civil tunc • .mtion sliould he taken hetoro 

till, iulliors of tiic maasacre.s. He wM »;>*■"' I communicated 

he bad lime to come to Am^ who expressed agreement 

Hr. Pit/manrice’s telegrams to at present 

other (:ollcogue.s also promiMd to '’1'“'',",' Ji ^Zm 'Mr Hampson, announcing that 
AlHiiit the same time f rceeved k had aZiallv Zxur^d in Guendj. A 

(lie dis.aster winch was been forcilily converted to Maliom- 

A J,'i^scr,r«at,;ss£ —^ «.»• 

oliX'ltf jrarcli I addressed a written message to the Sultan through His 

converted on the very day of the mnssaen, pr , j declaring puhlicly their 

fear of death. 'I'liat the «!"'«/'r 

wish to return to tbnstiamtj, but that it ^ . nll(»wed it must give time for 

profession, that forcible changes of religion wi proper'moment comes, take 

the p.assions now excited to coo and must « m the of their 

where eonversioiis have taken place. .)rc.scnt moment for tho 

..Without siiirieient F 0 C|.» mns . is not «ito at ‘Z.I-J^'^Zd^rmitil proper 
converts publicly to renounce ”?r - . otbrnwine Iboix' will bo repetitions of 

to the Sultan at my last audience i. was imnos-siblo to take any 

cZvlzZl^S'noelS 

lc:t2;“r:Zul”d women »UJeted hy tho Kurds and 


9 

■recovered hv the Turkisli autlioritie.s. They wore in most eases not delivercd to their 
relations or'tlio priests of tlieir faith, but kept in Turkisli liousos and terrorized into 
becoming Mus.sulinana A peculiarly flagrant iiistaiico was communicated to mo by 
tho French Emliassy. t. . r. . ic 

An Annoniau Oatliolio girl of 9 years old was brought before Ennis Faslin, tho 
Governor of Hiarhokir, and in spite of tho protests of Uie Catliolio Bishop and tho 
Frcneli Consul, was rccaignizcd as a Moslem. Ennis Paslin stated tliat it lie recognized 
lier as a Christian he might cause disorders such as occun-cil at Saloniea in 1876 when 
the l^roncii and German Consuls wore killed. I lirouglit tluMO cireumstanccs to tho 
notice of the Minister for Foreign Affaire and of the Sultan’s Firet Secretary, and 
suggested that it would be well to change the Vali of Uiarliokir. I have not, how¬ 
ever, as yet h.a(l any answer to tlicso representations. 

As soon as Mr. Fitzmaurico arrives and I have i-cceived liis detailed reports, I 
propose to enter into a formal discussion of tho question of conversions witli the 
Imperial Government. 

I shall endeavour to obtain the co-operation of tlio Russian Ambassador m 
arriving nt an arraiigcmcnt hy whicli furtlier convcreioiis to Islam may ho arrcst«l 
and the return to Christianity of lliose already converted may ha elfectcd witli safety. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) FUIXilP CURRIE. 


No. 9. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received April 20.) 

(No. 252. Confidential.) 

My Loi'd, Constantinople^ April 1,1890. 

^ I HAVE tile honour to forward to your Lordsliip herowitli copy of a despatch 
whicli I liave received from Her Majesty’s Acting Consul nt Jcdduli, reporting that 
he has abstained from the usual ofllcml nets of courtesy at Bairam, in concert with his 
French and Russian colleagues. 

I liavc, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosiire in No. 9. 
siding Consul Albun to Sir P. Currie, 


Si,., Jeddah, March 10, 1890. 

IVITH reference to your Excellciiey’s telegram of tlio 14th instant and my 
telegram of to-day, I liavo tlie lionour to state tiiat Bairam comraeiiced lioro to-day. 
The Vali not having made tho required visit of excuse, I and tho Freiieli Consul and 
llie Acting Ruasinn Consul, acting in concert, alistaiiied from tho ofllcial acts of 
courtesy usual on this occasion. 

Tlio French Consul’s iiislriictions, whicli arrived about tho same tiino as your 
Excellency’s telegram, directed him to abstain from the usual visits and imy sort of 
manifestation of courtesy. Tlic hoisting of tlio Consular flag was, in his opinion, 
uiidouliti'dly nil act of eourte.sy from which lie would, by his instniolioiis, lie Iiouiid to 
abstain. .Vs your Exeolleiicy’s tolcgram rel'crrcil to visits only, mid my Russian 
eoliwiguc lias not yet received liis instruetiniis, I thouglit it well, while there was still 
time, to ascertain whetiier your Excolleucy would olijoct to sueli a stop, and 1 trust 
that iiiv tolcgram of tho l-lth instant, which was drapiitclKsl during an attack of fever, 
made tills clear. I regarded your Exeolleiiey’s reply of tlio 15tli instant as Icaviug 
nio tree on tliis point ns long as tho tlirce Consuliitos acted in concert. 

Allliougli Air. Cmuml Richards and, I hcliove, some of liis predecessors frequently 
made pcrsmml visits to tlie local oflioials nt Bairam, it is tlio prevailing custom here 
for the Consuls to nliido strictly hy tlic corcmoiiial rules in force, and eitlier to semi a 
visiting card to the Iviiimiiknm or to Ik; represented liyaUriigomaii. It may, liowcver, 
be saiil tliat tho custom is to send a visiting ciinl only, whicli is tlio practice followed 
liy my Frcneli mid Russian colleagues. The omission of a cni-d or the failure to send 
a native Dragoman would, however, have had but little effeot, and would hardly liavo 
[7»lJ » 
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„1M •" “*>■ ” ”* 

s-y ~';1 S “Sr,.52? 

was. \mfortuiiatcly, unable Snderstowl that he was to abstain from 

too late to tiave ropeatol. H , lo do but he was not inelincd at first 

vats ot courtesy, aud l™I^rJ^,tou My French eoUcague. 

to abstain from hoisting his fin. o , i;,i „ot in any case permit him to 

on the other hand, nsisted nimld not have 

display his flag, and he contcndci ‘ ^ .. . jgjtor iioint I ouite agreed with 

the effeet f'j” eonfradietion in omitting to send a card 

him, and I thought that tiii.ro uoui ^ indciiendently of 

while hoisting our flags but T '““"j ““'1 J" .^^tvuet^^^^ that ‘it was abso- 

the other would liarily he 4 otin° Russian Consul then gave way, and it 

lutcly necessary to be {jracoman to the officials, and to abstain 

was decided not to send visiting probably bo e-vplained 

from hoisting the Consular flags. As thesto^s t^^^^^^ Kataiakara. as due to a 

by the yah “"‘I • rtho lat^(with whom our relations have always been 

pcrson.al misundeislaiidmg with the lauy i festival, might bo easily perverted 

Iseellent), or, Bai.am being 'y ^serioiis'ris.ilts we 

agrcoraciit was carried out. n nVloek this morning, to come and 

”Tho Kaimahan beggeil II. Querry, “ ^ 11 ^o etoyk tliis^m^ ^ 

see him. ami. '''‘‘’j(replying to one wbieh he had sent, informing 
the Kaimakaiu a Iclegiam liwu uic > a v i ) o uccossitv for him to come here, 

Itorv^U intrptuf Uio were not obligatory, bit that it any called the 

inSonSek™ so far as the 

sp't aert. ^e^^^ ^ SK 

rSionsflind we washed » tar » possible to a^^ - ^ 

It is stateil that the Vah tiitends to conm to ■ 

appearances. j 

(Signal) ARTHUR U. ALUAN. 


No. 10. 

Sir P. Currie to the Mari/uess of Satisburi/.—(Received April 0.) 


(No. 253.) Constantinoplet April 1, 1390. 

My Lm'u, Vft iQOnir the 12th ultimo, I Imvo tl»c honour 

llauran. j have, i&c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 
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Tuclosuro iu No. 10. 

Consul Eyres to Sir P. Currie. 

. Damnscus, March 19,1896. 

’ WITH reference to my despatch ot the 3Uh ultimo, I have the honour to report 
that the Acting JIushir Omar Pasha has returned from the llauran. and that o 
reto" that tranquillity is completely i-estoral. His Exeelleiioy informcil mo ‘'y‘ 
Hreses who had retired to Safa have retired to their villages on the condition that they 
should not bo molested. I underetaiid, however, that another consideration was 
chiefly instrumental in bringing about this i-csult, namely that the Ilodoiiins ot Safa 
let the Druses know that if they were attacked by the Impeiaal troops they would 

Regulars and two ot Redifs in the Hauran. 
while^ three oilier Rcdif Imttalious are still stationed iii the Hount Hormon 

‘*“^"Thc failure ot tho Druses to iimkc head against the Ottoman *^“9* 
eomparatively tame surrender may bo ascribed to divided counsels and the )'auto 
Sei Sheikh Shibly is prineSnally responsible for the 
cicntly disastrous to his sect, tor he was a traitor to his cy-roligionists 
Government. Had he declared openly tor the Government there would P^aWy 
have been no fighting, aud had ho declared tor I'esistanco the troops would have 

found tho Hauran a tar harder nut to crack. _ , ,, ., 

As it is, the Druses have lost their cherished iu>'apoudcnco and aU the pi vile^s 
grantdl to them ab auliquo on condition that they Si^^ 

inroads of the Bedouins; but they have only themselves to thank foi thy calamity,^ 
they had rendered themselves intolerable both to their iicighboura and to the Gorern- 

Iliave.&o. 

(Signed) H. C. A. EYRES. 


No. 11. 

Sir P. Currie to the ilarquees of Salisbury.—(Received April 6.) 

(No. 255.) 30 , igoo. 

riMm Cor some time lieeii apiiarent that the authorities of wp'l 

unfriendly to the Aincrican missionaries established in that tmvn. Compla 
b ought aWnst one of them nameil Mr. Knapp, and m"!® ‘“J'' “ 

Turkish Court without the presence of a 6onsul. An ‘“''estigation of the iimttcr 
apparently satisfied the American Legation ami the Bible ' 

would be best to arrange the matter by withdrawing Mr. ^impP. «"U « w“3 a^reett 
with the Porte that he should leave Bitlis when the weather and reads unproved. 

to tho 27th ultimo I received telegrams both from Mr. Hampson an frem 
Mr. Cole (an American missionary at Bitlis) staling that tho local 
of ail Iiniicrial Iradd, required the latter gentleman and all other niissionaiies 

Asm Minm^at onctyffi^^exand^^ having received similar intorraatioy at once 

pretesteil to the Porte, and I supiiorted his d sWbutbrof 

threatened with expulsion were Amencans, they were m>SUS«^ ‘ ^ ^ f * 

tho relief fund suliscribcd in England, and their presence w y 

such distribution. My negoliatious in this matter illustrate "'".S'JF 

under which Government is carraal y iii this country, niwiin. afl American 

admitted that the Porte had received an Imperial Iradd onleinig all American 

SoimriL to leave Asia Minor. AVIien. however. VZ'l’^cSdeS aS' is r 

Palace liolh tho First Secretary and 1''® 1“''* ™ 

expressed much surprise, aud denied that His Majesty had is-sucd " > 

strenedv ureed both at the Pabce and the Porte, the impolicy of the action con 

tompfated f.y 'the authorities of Bitlis. The expulsion 

eoireerned not only the United States, but would ® 

iu England, and produce the impi-Ciaion that llis ilaiobty refused Jo ^ ^ 

subsenbed there to l)e used for saving his Christian subjects from starvation. 
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"-> repealed, ,vl.er«,.. nccorSing to the 

Palace, it never existed. j 

(Signed) ‘ ’ I’illWP CURRIE. 


Inclosuro 1 in No. 11. 

Tfirfik Pasha to Sir P. Currie. 

... 1 Constantinople, le 30 .l/nrs, 1800. 

Mon cto Antosato^ la communication quo mon Secrdtairc-Gcndral est ^ vous 

it vmiucr a lours affaires commo par le passd. VeuiUez. &o. 

(SigniS) ’ TEWFIK. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 11. 

Mr. Riddle to Sir P. Currie. 

United States’ Leijation, Constantinople, 

. ... March 31,1890. 

’ aTO Forei-u Minister informs me that the obnoxious Iradd having been 
re,mal"ir<lmrrrs now no occasion to eonsidor it any longer, and he rs m eonso- 

nuunce unable to fiiniish mo with tbo promised copy. rvliirb lias had the 

* Wo nro all vorv crateful for your assistance m this matter, u iicU lias 
effeerofTo promptlfuil.^^^^^ m the hud this ontrageons attempt of the Turk.sU 

Government. Sincerely yours, 

(Signcrl) J. M'. RIRllIiE. 


No. 12. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salishury. (Received .dpril 0.) 

(No. 257.) Constantinople, April 2,1890. 

• IllAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship Imnavith copy of a despatch 
T have iveeivcd fivnu Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Sivas. . . 

i have di'wu the attention of the Sultan's Fii-st Seeretary o the nvegulur.t.es 
mentioned hy Major liulman and to the desiralnlity of^retaming Mustafa lasha. 

(Signed)”' ’ I’lIlblP CURRIE. 


Inclosurc in Ko. 12. 
riccGinaui Itulmau to Sir P. Currie. 

g. iSifoa, March 12,1890. 

I HAVE the honour to rciiort that during tho past week there has been a^m n 

widespread expectation that after Raimm there would he a recurrence ■ 

3 have received letters from diffemnt parts of the province informing mo that the 
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"" rnmZts^hr 

himself a Prophet, hut that some ot took place about fifty 

particulars, hut I believe these details are suhstant all) correct. 

tSsvSn •!» “ •> 

imprisoned, and the matter has no imi'ortnncc. fi>„i,.,f this week to reinforce 

SS2.T" S'*C"jEK 

opportunity to try and create ^ Tho°^fTct*o?\a being a rich tomi 

district. They did so, hut on their return journey they wore n>ct ira„fi,lich 

SOI Tof his men, who released the ,,risoner and sent the _ X^\heiV unifo m I 

Cavalry are still wearing in their caps the 1«»g« ^T ™n ™'v 

drew the attention of the Governor-General to this as boiiio tontmij 

and 1 am informed that last night three persons died from 

(Signed) P. RULMAN. 


No. 13. 

Sir P. Currie to the .Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received April 0.) 

(No. 2«1 Secret.) Constantinople, April 2. 1890. 

AlyLore, tmnsrait herewith to your Lordship copies of the 

dccypheTof two tT4Tn» which piave received from Her Majesty’s Viee-Coiisnl at 

Van respecting disorders in that district. 

I am bringing the matter to the notice of the 

(Signed) ’ PHILIP CURlUE. 


L701] ^ 








Inclosure 1 in No. 13. 
Vice-Consul IVilliams to Sir P. Currie. 


(Telogrephic) sipril 1, 1896. 

^ lOJllUS attacked three villases about three or four hours from here on tho 30th 
Jlarch. Twenty-six reported killed, some wounded. Police sent. Situation of 
villages serious. Torvn apparently in no danger. Eccommend snpirort of Vali. 


Inclosuro 2 in No. 13. 
Vice-Consul fnilianis /o Sir P. Currie. 


(Telo^rnphic.) 1 ’ 

ANOTHER village reported attacked same district. No details, baadeddm 
Pasha lias left with battalion and squadron of cavalry. Assures me that he means 
Imsincss. Villagers sent hack for burial of dead under escort. Town quiet. 


No. It. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received April 0.) 


J[y Lord, Constanlinopley April 2, 1890. 

THE Porte notitied to the Embassies on tho 21st Uareh that, accoi-ding to 
information received from Aleppo, an outbreak had occuiTod at Kilis, a town in that 
vilayet. Tho official version stated that eight Armenians had been killwl and ten 
Anacnians and four Mussulmans wounded. Much property had been pillaged, but 
subsequently restored. On the same day, ilr. Catoui telegraphed much tho same 
account, which he doubtless received from tho local aulhoiltics. 

On the 25th, however, he telegraphed again, pying that ho had now received a 
letter from an impartial person I'csiucnt at Kilis, who estimated that about 100 
Armenians had been killed and wounded, aud considered that the massa^ had 
undoubtedly been arranged by the Maliommedans, since rismgs had occurred m tho 
town and surrounding villages almost simultaneously. The pillage had iMJon 
aud the local authorities liad made no effort to protect Christians. Mr. Catom add<« 
that (he Ka'imakam of Kilis arrived at Aleppo the dav before the massacre, llio \ all 
now admitted that tw'onty-two persons had been kiUcu,and said he had authority from 
Constantinople to punish the culprits. , ., • 

I brought these facts to iho notice of tho Sultan’s First Secretary, who said, in 
reply, it oouid not Iw true that the Ka’imakam had left. Kilis just lieforo tho disrupter, as 
he had put himself in telegraphic communication with him as soon as tho disorders 
began. He jiroduced numerous telegrams addi*esse<l to this official and to the Vali of 
Aleppo, enjoining them to preserve order by every means in their jiower. 

I have instructed ilr. Fitznmuricc, who, as your Lordship is awaro, is travelling 
in those districts, to inquire into tho matter as Ijc iwsscs through Kilis. 

I have, &c, 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


No. 15. 

Sir P. Curn'ff (o the Marquess oj Salisbury.—{Receivedf April fl.) 

iTclegraphie. P.) CoHs(a«^inop/r, April 0,1890, 2' tO p.m 

‘ MY telegram No. 120 of the 01st ultimo. 

Her Ylajestv's Consul-General at Beyrout telegraphs that Her Majesty’s ship 
“Sybillo” has roliovcd Her Majesty’s ship ‘‘Hooir’ at Antioch Bay, and that tho 
captain of tho latter, which roturned to Beyrout yesterday, reported to the Senior 
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Officer that tho presence of 1,500 Turkish troops, who arc surrounding tho Armenian 
villages, is tho real cause of tho panic round Suedia. 

Tlic squadron will probably leave Boyrout on the 10th. An American man-of-war 
called at Suedia last week, but left immediately without communicating. 


No. 10. 

The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir P. Currie. 

<No. 90 a.) 

Sir, Foreign Office^ April 6, 1896. 

THE Reports recently forwanlcd to this Office by your Excclloncy respecting the 
condition of affairs in the eastern provinces of Asia ilinor and in Syria show 
that, altliough in some instances the Turkish authorities have proved themselves 
capable and energetic, no comprehensive effort is being made to improve the 
administration, cither by the general introduction of refornus or by tho due appBca- 
tion of tho existing laws. No measures have been taken to control tho turbulence 
of the Kurdish tribes, and the reports received from Her Majesty’s Consular officers 
show that Iwth on this account and owing to the unallaycd feelings of hostility 
towards tho Cliristians entertained in many distnets by tho Mussulman population, 
there is grave reason to fear a renewal of the disorders of last year. 

ilr. Vice-Consul Hampson reported from Mush on tho 27th January that the 
ilutessarif had arrested some Ylussulmans, who, cither by open throats, or in the 
guise of friendly warnings, had been tolling the Armenians that it was unsafe for 
them to go to tho bazaar or open their shops, that a massacre was imniincnt, &c. Tho 
effect had l>ccn cxcollcnt, hut it was to l» feared that the moving spirits in those 
designs wore to he found among the higher official and influential classes, who, for 
their own end.s, had promulgated, and continued to promulgate, these threats, aud 
that the arrest of some of their tools would have but little effect on tho real 
sources of danger. Mr, Hnmpson jiaid a high tribute to tho just aud firm adminis¬ 
tration of tho iVfutessarif, but felt anxiety with regard to tho military forces under 
tho command of llahmi Pasha, who was fanatical, incapable, and almost in his dotage. 
Tho soldiers might at anj* moment start a massacre, which it would bo beyond 
the power of the Mutossarif to control. A pressing difficulty was the absolute bank¬ 
ruptcy of the Government, tho pay of officials, soldiers, aud police being many 
months in arrear, while the Central Government continually demanded money. 

From other suudjaks in tho Vilayets of Bitlis, Sairt, and Guondj, Mr. Hampson 
continued to hoar liad accounts, >ra!iy Armenians dyin" of starvation, whole districts 
forcibly converted to Islamism, monasteries aud churclics in tho ^wsscssion of tho 
Sheikhs and Mollalis, and general terrorism. 

The same officer reported on tho 6th February that the condition of affairs iu 
Bitlis remained very unsettled. Constant attempts were being made to promote 
further disorders, arrests of Armenians continued, and the charges against them 
of having originated the outbreak of tho 25th October were l>cing vigorously 
prosecuted. 

Mr. Vice-Consul IVillinma was able to report, on tho 16th February, that tho city 
aud district of Van remained quiet. Some Armenians, however, had been killed 
in neighbouring villages. Tho feeling between tho Kurds aud Armenians was 
exceedingly bitter, and the Vice-Consul w'as afraid, unless steps were taken in the 
near future to obtain some hold over the Kurds, that tho coining summer would 
SCO very grave events in tho vilayet. 

In a dcsiiateh, ebted the 27th February, Mr. Acting Consul Catoni stated that 
tho ChristiauB at Aintab continued to he in a state of abiiu irom the fact tlial tho local 
authorities were continually arresting .irmoniaus on vague accusations of being 
connected with the last disturlmnccs there, or iviih the insurrection at Zeitoun; 
while on the other hand, not a singlo i^loslcm Imd so far been imprisoned, encourage¬ 
ment being thus given to tho latter to renew their attacks on tho Christians. 
There seemed reason to fear that if stronger measures were not taken with a view 
to the immediate and exemplary punishment of all the culprits, without distinction 
of rank or religion, further disturliances would occur not only in Aintab, hut also 
in ^larash and Ourfa. Tho Armenian prisoners from Aintab in confinoment at 
Alonpo w'oro still kept in prison without trial notwithstanding the reiterated promises 
of tlic Vali that justice w’ould soon be rendered to them. 
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■prom KrzcToum ^fr. Consul Cumbcrltatch rcportod on tlic 25th Pohi’iiary that 
ohstaelos wcro hoinj? placed by Zckki Tasha ai^ninst any action being taken against the 
Kurds in general, and that he was the caxisc of the delay in the legal proceedings, 
urgentlv demanded by both Shakir Pasha and the Vali, against Hussein Pasha, of 
Palnotz, ICmin Pasha, and Tamir Pasha, the three notorious Kurdish Cbicfs who aro 
detainfKl at Hrzeroinn t) be tried for their participation in the excesses of last 
autumn. -Mr. Ciiinbcrlwteb thought that unless pressurt'was brought to hear ou the 
Porte there was every chance of these men escaping punishment for their well-known 
misdeeds, and that their evasion of justice would not fail to encourage a recurrence 
of Kurdish raids. 

^Ir. Cousul-Gcnoiwl Drummond Hay infonnc<l your Excellency on the 1st Harcli 
that fanaticism amongst tlic* Mussuhnans of JJcynmt, wliieh had for some months 
he<*n dormant, liad iTawakonc*!. Kespcctahh? Clinstians had been assaulted and fired 
at in the public thoroughfares of the town ill hi-oad daylight, and recently several 
inolTensive persons laid been attackijd at night and two of them killed. The 
authoritiesuetwl witli promptitude, and made a considerahlo numher of arrests. It was 
however of vital imjKWlancc for the maintenance of the public peace that the trial 
and condemnation of the criminals should be properly carried out. Delay might lead 
to the families of the victims resorting to acts of ravenge, and, moreover, would 
have a had elfect not only in Dnynmt hut Ihroughoul Syria. 

On the fii-d March Consul I’yw^s reported from Damascus that the result of the 
expedition against the Druses and the rocunt course of events in eonncction with 
the Armenian provinces had created a feeling of exultation among the Mussuhiiuns. 
They lelt that the one great restraining force, which had always iiung as n slmdow 
over them, and had kept them in hounds in their dealings with ChristiaiLs, namely, 
the fe.'ir of Ihiroiican intervention, had been removed ; and it was to be apprehended 
that, under certain conditions, the consequences of this change of sentiment might 
preve disastious. ^ • t i • i 

After rejwrting some particulars relative to a police force raised and equipped 
at Sivas, in accordunee with the .seheme of reforms, Mr. Vicc*Con.sul Ilulmau stated, 

\ on the fird .Mareb, that the ofiieials sent to various iKirt.s of the nrevinee to collect 

and restore the pwqierty pillaged from the villages h.ad kept for themselves, or sold, 
the hulk of tho jiroiioi^v recovered. Complaints addressed to the (iovornor-Genoral 
had led to no result. There were* rumours of a plot to create a fresh pillagi^ and 
massacre in the town, the Vieo-Cousul having warned tho Governor-General, several 
iirrests were made, and tramjulllity luul not been disturbed. 

■\\Titing from Angora ou the 10th ^larch, ^Ir. Consul Richards confirmed 
previous Reports of a disliirbauce at Kirshohir. In spite of warnings that an 
attempt against the Armenians was in contemjilalion, the Mutessarif authorized 
tin* disbandment of tho troops which garrisoned the town. Eour days later the attack 
was made, in which four Armenians were killed and nine woinulod, two of the latter 
inoitally. It was only hy the* (•nergotic action of tho Mayor that order was 
re-ebtal)li.shod, and that* the immlcr(‘i-s were arrested in time to prevent the movement 
nssuming verv serious prcqiortions. 

Mr. Richards had also njccived iufovmulion that the roa<l between Kirshohir and 
Cre'^area was overrun hy maiiuiders, who were committing every kind of deprctlation 
without a])parcntly running any risk whatever of intevfenmce on the jiart of the 
aulhorilies. 

Mr. Consul Uiclinrds stated, in a despatch dated the 11th ^lavch, that lie had 
learnt from various reliable sources that the general slate of things in Ciesaivu nas 
deplorable, 'frade was at a standstill; there was everywhere evideiieo of the gis'utest 
jwivatiou and distress, not only in the town itself, but in the surrounding villages, 
where many of the inhabitants were ou tho verge of starvation, 'rherc was also a 
Midesprend* belief that there would be a fresh outburst of faimtieal rage against 
the Clivistinns during the Rairam festival. Om^ tonn, Gcmenik, was mentioned as 
very likely to b<* tin? seem* of violence and bloodshed. The Turks there bad bclmycd 
well on a previous oeeasioii in liclping tho Armenians to defend the town against 
a threatened fittnck from Circassians and Kurds. The authorities, however, had not 
regarded their conduct with a favourable eye, and they had gince boon subjected 
to a si'vies of annoyances and vexations. They bad, in eonsequenee, changed tlunr 
attitude, and the next time tho Kurds and Cire*assinus made one of their murderous 
forays tiu*y were not likely to meet with any ojiposition ou tho part of tho 'furks. 

* Your* Excellmicy learnt from your Italian colleague tliat, ou tho 10th Maivli, tiro 
cavuss of the Italian Consul at Trebizond had been attacked and severely wounded hy 
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three Turks. Several arrests had been made, but no confidence was placed in the 
promises of the Governor. The Turks in tho town were armed, and the danger was 
consequently coniimial. 

llio information obtained by Mr. Vice-Consul Hallward and telegraphed to your 
Excellency on tho lltli March respecting tho condition of tho Province of Kharput 
was that gonornl and increasing apprehension existed throughout the vilayet cauMd by 
threats of massacre during Rairani and by the inaction of the Government. Similar 
threats were being made at Diarbckir, and the Christians in Chinkoosh, Silouan, and 
Palou lived in daily terror of tho local Kurds. 

At Adana riots of a serious character took place in consequence of a rumour that 
during a dnmkon brawl two Armenians had insulted the Mahommedan religion. 
Armed Turks assembled in the sti-cets heating and insulting every Christian yAwm 
they met without distinction. About thirty Christians were wounded in different 
parts of the town, and the two Armenians who were the cause of the riot died from 
the injuries which they received. ^Ir. Acting Vice-Consul Christmauu attributetl this 
outbreak of fanaticism to the ])rcsence of Turks who bad arrived from places where 
massacres had occurred, and who reproached the people of Adana for having remained 
quiet, and also to the arrival of four Armenians from Zcitoiin, whom Die public 
considered to have been the chiefs of the insurrection, and therefore the direct cause 
of the death of so many Adana Redifs. 

Ijcttcrs from Kharput forw.arded by Mr. Consul Cumberbatch sliow that the 
religious ])crsecutiou of Armenians luul not abated in the vilayet. The writer had 
received from all directions, especially from tho distant villages, new proofs of the 
Maliommcdnu crusade, and mentioned that in the Arabkir villages of the Eghiu Caza 
the jiersecution was unremitting. 

At the beginning of last montli a fresh oixthrcak of fanaticism was reported by 
Mr. Vice-Consul Hnm])son in the Chahakchuv Caza of the Guondj Sandjak, resulting 
in tho death of some twelve Armenians wiio hud been forcibly converted to Islam, 
but who bad again professed Christianity on the strength of orders i-cecived from 
Constantiuoplo that such converts should be allowed to revert to tlieir former faith. 

Mr. llampson also stated that no Christians romainetl in the district of Saird. 
About 15,000 had been killed there, 10,000 converted to MahommeUanism, and 2,500 
women carried off. 

Mr. Pitzmaurieo not liaving yet returned to Constantinople, your Excellency has 
not yet been able to forward to me his full report with regard to the forced conversions 
which have taken place at Rircdjik and Ourfa. Telegrams received from liim show, 
however, that ho had asoertained that there wen^ absolutely no Christians left at the 
former town. About 350 peraons were killed, and the remainder (.about 1,500) had 
turned Mahommedan in order to save their lives. At Ourfa Iho loss of life was far 
greater, as Mr. Pitzmaurice estimated that about 8,000 wi?re killed, whereas only 100 
changed their religion. He had little doubt that a deliberate plan bad lieeu formed 
and executed for tho exformiimtion of the Christian clement hy mas-sacro or conversion. 
Ho found the whole district animated by an intense religions fanaticism, and the 
external observances of Islam were practised with unusual a.scclicism ami fervour. 

A telegram from the Acting Consul at Aleppo, forwarded by your Execllencjr on 
the 26th March, auiiouueed an outbreak at Kilis. About 150 Armenians were killed 
or wounded, many housc.s and shops were plundered, and the local authorities made 
no efforts to protect tho Christions. Jlr. Cntoni had learnt from an impartial source 
lliat tho massacre had cvidoiitly heeii arranged hy the Mahommeduns, since the rising 
occurrred almost simultanrousiy in tho town and surriumiling villages. 

Ill another telegram, Mr. C.^toui stated that reinforeements of troops had been 
sent to Suedia, the object, nccowling to tho Vnli, being to search for and seize certain 
Armenian revolutionaries who were exciting the villages to rise against tho Govern¬ 
ment. Great jiaiiic prevailed in the wlioh? district of Antioch, a general outbreak 
being feared if tho troops attacked the Armenian villages. 

Meanwhile, as shown in the Memorandum hy Mr. RIoek inclosed in your 
Excellency’s desixitch Ko. 226 of tho 20th ^larch, the constitution of tho Commission 
of Control, appointed under tho seliemo of reforms, is far from satisfactory. The 
members appear to jiossess little, if any, authority or |>ower of initiative, and no 
practical results have ns yet come from their deliberations. 

Tho situation cannot ho regarded othenviso than with grave apprehension for tho 
immediate future, and must already he operating to tho serious disadvantage of the 
Administration. Eor even in tlio ubsonco of active dtsturlMinecs, the general condition 
of disquietude and unrest effectually stops all industry and commerce, nud where 









these are arrested the rerenuc necessarily disappears in consequence. It is a matter 
of sincere regret to Her Majesty’s Government that the representations which you 
have made to the Porte on the subject have produced to all appearance so little effect. 
But both in the interest of the Sultan himself and in that of His Majesty’s Christian 
subjects, it is the duty of Her Majc-sty’s Government to continue to bring the true 
state of alfairs to the notice of the Turkish Government. You will therefore persevere 
in calling attention to the cases of oppression or misgoyernment that arc i-oporte<l to 
von, and in pressing for remedial measui’cs. If, notwithstanding your efforts, the 
events which there seems so much reason to fear should occur, and should be followed 
hv results stilt more serious for the welfare and stability of the Ottoman Bmpire, no 
portion of the responsibility will rest with Her Majesty’s Government, who have 
done their best by friondlv advice and warning to avert these evils. 

Your Excellency is authorized to mention the contents of this despatch to the 
Grand Vizier and the Minister for Eoreign Affaim or to show it to them it you thitik 
it desirable to do so, not ns an olllcinl communication, but as a trank statement of 
the impi-cssions that Her Majesty’s Government liave derived from the reports of their 
officers. 

I am, &o. 

(Signed) SiVLISBUBY. 


Sir P. Currie to the ilanjuess of Salisbury.—{Received April 10.) 

(No. 266.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, April 6,1896. 

^ ■\VrrH reference to my despatch No. 166 of the 1st March last, I have the honour 
to transmit herewith copy (in paraiihrasc) of a telegram which I have received from 
tier Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Bitlis respecting emigration of Amonians from that 
district. 

Even it the consent of the Turkish Government could be obtained to such 
emigration, which seems doubtful, steps could hardly be taken tor the pui-pose unless 
provision had first been made for the payment of the expenses of the removal of the 
emierants. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CUIUIIE. 


Inclosure in No. 17. 

Vice-Consul Ilampson to Sir P. Currie, 

(’I’ch^graphic.) P. . April 6, 1896. 

IN my opinion, more than half of the Armenians of this district would emigrato 
if the Government permitted them. They have no work; everything they possessed 
is lost, and they are utterly hopeless. IVould it bo possible, in view of these facts, to 
obtain for them permission to leave the country ? 


Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury,—{Received April 10.) 

(No. 121.) 

(’rolegrai)hic.) P. Constantinople, April 10,1896, 11 .v.m. 

.lElJUAH Indemnities ; your Lordshiji’s telegram No. 02 of the Cth instant. 

My Erench and llussian colleagues and myself have been exerting constant 
pressure, but have not ns yet been able to persuade the Porto to make any dctlnito 
arrangement for the jiayment of the indemnities. ’I'lio withdrawal of the man-of-war 
from .leddah during the pilgrim season would, in my opinion, bo undesirable. 


19 


Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received April 13.) 

My Pern, April 0,1890. 

^ AFTER having made to Mr. Block tho communication in regard to Egypt reported 
in my despatch No. 256 of the lat instant. Izzct Bey proceeded to deliver to Inm, in the 
presence of the Fii-st Secretary, the following message for me from llis Majesty in regard 
to the Armenian questioni i u . i 
“ The Sultan had done all in his power to satisfy tlic British Ambas«\dor, but had 
observed with regret, at liis last audience, that he appeared to be disvsatisfied, and had 
expressed the opinion that there was still much to be done. As regarded the Armemana, 
His Majesty noticed that they were not contented. He heard that in the Caucasus and 
on the Persian side of the fi-onlior in the neighbourhood of Van they were still plotting 
and oicanizing expeditions into Turkish territory. At Alcxaiidretta and its neighbour- 
hood Armenian Committees were conspiring witli the object of causing further disorders 
and were sending tlicir members secretly to Cyprus, whence they would return m sailing- 
vessels as revolutionary agents landing on unobserved ixirts of the coast of Cilicia. At 
Killls disorders had occurred in consequence of a Turk being shot by an Armenian, lii 
another place an Armenian had invited a Moslem into his liouse, and had endeavoured to 
poison him. Under these circunislaiices, llis Majesty desired tliat the Ambassador 
would give him his opinion as to what could be done to content liis Armenian 

^ Althongh after all that has passed I can have little hope that the Sultan has any 
intention of acting upon the advice of Her Majesty's Embassy, or that anything T can say 
will influence his conduct towards tlic Armenians, I thought it well to rcUini a con- 


measures which api>car to be most urgently required lo resiore &uiuu uusicc w* 
to the Armenians. ..... ...» 

Mr. Block accordingly delivered this message on the 3rd instant with an cxprcMion 
of my earnest hope that the suggestions I made would be received as a proof o Uic 
friendly spirit which nnimated Her Majesty’s Government, and of their sincere wish for 

the restoration of peace and traiuiuillity in His Majesty’s dominions. r i *• i 

1 regret to say that the way in which llio message was received by tlie conlidentml 
servants of the Sultan shows how little hope there is that His Majesty will take any 
steps to redress the wrongs sulTercd by the Armenians, or will even admit tliat they 

After reading a 'J'urkish translation of my message, the First Secretary and Izzet 
Bey observed that the Armenians had throughout been to blame, that they had bo 
case been attacked unless they had first provoked the Turks, and that the latter had 
frequently been killed wliilc at prayer in their mosques. They declared that a clear 
proof tliat the whole of tlio massacres had been prepared by the Armenians was supplied 
by the fact tlmttliey had arms of modern type, whereas the Turks had only anlKpiated 
weapons. 

They considered that all necessary measures had been taken to prevent di^rder and 
restore confidence, and that time must do the rest. Cattle and grain were being distri¬ 
buted, and it would not be right, in their opinion, to speak of protecting Armcniaiia 
against Kurds, as in many cases the latter wore not the aggressors. With regard lo the 
punishment of those concerned in the last massacres, tlicy said that many \Insaiuman8 as 
well as Armenians had been arrested, and that it would be unfair to release the latter 
witlioiU the former. As to the reforms, they appealed lo the registers kept at the I alace 
as showing that they were being executed, and that tho Sultan was doing his utmost to 
carrying them out in their entirety. 

Mr. Block had no diflicuUy in refuting these stalemciils, and ho insisted iqion the 
communication of a full translation of my message lo the Sultan. , . -i 

He subsequently, by my instructions, called upou the EoreignMiiiisler, and while 
leaving with him a translation of the message, explained that my object in sending it to 
the Sultan was to meet in a spirit of courtesy and friendliness any advances that inip;ht 
be made by HU Majeslv, and to show my earnest wish to a&iist His Majesty in reslonug 
confidence to hU Armenian subjects, and thus regaining, as far as possible, the friendship 


and sympatliy of England. 


1 have, &u. 

(Signed) PUILIP CURRIE. 
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Inolosure in No. 19. 

Reply of Sir P. Currie to the Message of His Majesty the Sultan. 

THE Ambassador his received the message transmitted to him through Mr. Block, 
in which the Sultan has been good enough to ask his opinion as to what should bo done to 
content his Armenian subjects. .... . e r_ 

In tbe Amlmssador’s opinion the mode of doing this is to give them a feeling of 
security for tlie future. Wiiat is past is past, the dead cannot be brought to life, and the 
Ambaiador is quite ready to assist as far as ho can in throwing a veil over the events 
of last year provided that measures arc taken to ameliorate the condition of the 

Ambassador is grateful for the facilities that have been given for the distribution 
of relief collected in rnglond. He has reason to hope that by these ‘«cans the loss of lit^e 
bv starvation hos been reduced. The spring is coming on, and the hrst thing is to take 
care that in the agricultural districts the people should be protected agamst the Kurds 
and allowed to attend to their ogricultural labours unmolested, and should bo assisted by 
the Government where cattle and grain are wanting. „ t, . 

Next comes the question of conversions. The Ambassador relies on the Sultan s 
promises, and .as soon as the Vice-Consul whom he sent to liiredjik at Ills Majesty s 
suggestion returns, iie will submit pio|iosals to His Majesty as to the best means of enabling 
the converts to return to Christianity in safety. , i . i „ 

The sui-vivina Armenians cannot be expected to feel secure when those who took a 
leading part in the massacres are unpunislicd. The Ambassador would suggest that 
Commissioners should be appointed with powers to deal with the most flagrant cases. 

While the Mussulmans remain wholly unpunished the gaols are full ol Armenians, 
whose only crime was to defend their lives against attack. 

Steps should be at once taken to release them. A general amnesty at Easter might 

be of reforms. If they were promptly put into execution in 

practice, and not only iii theory, they would no doubt have an excellent cftect m convincing 
the Armeiiians that there was a genuine intention on the part of His Imperial Majesty to 
improve their condition. . . ,. 

Once confidence is restored by the means above suggested the agitation wouUl cease, 
and the Armenians would again become a peaceful and contented element of the Ottoman 
Empire. 


No. 20. 

Sir P. Currie to the Mtn'quess of Saliehury.—(deceived April 13.) 

Ah^Lord,^ Constantinopley April 0,1896. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship hovewith copy of n despatch 
which I have received from Her Jlajesty’s Consul at Damascus reporting the departure 
of the caravan of tlic Hadj. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CUKKIE. 


Inclosure in No. 20. 

Consul Eyres to Sir P. Currie. 

Damascus, March 24, 1896. 

* I HAVE the honour to report, for your Excellency’s information, that the caravan 
of the Hadj started oiricially on the usual dale, the 6th Sbawal, which fell on tUo 
19th instant. The tinnneial difficulty on which I have previously reported to your 
Excellency had not, however, been removed, and it was doubtful when the caravan would 
bo able to proceed on its journey. 
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I have to-day received information that some arrangement has been made with the 
Ottoman Bank at Constantinople, which has telegraphed to its agencies at Beyrout and 
Damascus to pay to these vilayets a sum of 80,000/. respectively. , 

This money is no doubt intended for the expenses of the Hadj, which will tlms be 
enabled to start in about fifteen days, as the money has to be sent from Constantinople, 
the Bank’s agencies not having sufficient funds. 

The ceremony of the departure of the caravan was considerably less imposing this 
year Umn heretofore, being shorn of its former glories, and there was little or no 
enthusiasm among the spectators. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. C. A. EYRES. 


No. 21. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received April 13.) 


(No. 271.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, April 6,1896. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewitli copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Van reporting on the state of 
that vilayet. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 21. 
Vice-Consul IVilliams to Sir P. Currie. 


Sir. Van, March 11,1896. 

I HAVE the honour to report that the state of tliis town has been far from satis¬ 
factory during the last few days, and while I do not apprclicud anylliing in the way of a 
rising against the Chrhslians, tlierc is no doubt that the situation may at any moment 
become serious. The soldiers arc exasperated at the death of their comrade, and revenge 
themselves by beating any Annenians they can calcli in the streets. Badly disciplined 
and discontented as they arc, it only requires some further action on the part of the 
revolutionaries for them to get entirely out of hand. The circumstances attending tlic 
death of the soldier are ns follows:— 

On Priday evening (6th March), soon alter sunset, three soldiers on fatigue duty 
from the guard near my house were Iminging the dinners from the main guard where 
they liad been cooked, 'fhey met a party of Armenians armed with riHe.s and revolvers. 
Tlicy called on them to stop. They refused, aud one of the soldiers ran forward and 
caught one of the party. One of his friends then fired and killed the soldier, and they 
all ran away. My information is from an Armenian, opposite whoso house the aflair 
took place. 

1 have previously called attention to the criminal folly of these revolutionists. 
Parties of them constantly patrol the streets at night in the Armenian (piarters “ covered ” 
with guns and revolvers which few of them know how to use. The bulk of tlic Armenian 
population liavc no sympathy with these men, but they arc too cowardly to do 
anything. 

While 1 hope and believe that the present crisis bore will bo satisfactorily passed, 
1 cannot conceal from your Excellency my anxiety for the future of tins country, 
although we may drift along. It is difficult to see how any real improvement in the 
present deplorable state of the Christian population is to be obtained. Believing, as I 
do, that such men ns the Vali here, seeing where their country is drifting, earnestly 
desire the good of all subjects of His Majesty the Sultan, whether C^iristian or Mahom- 
mcdaii, they arc hampered by tlic weakness and poverty of the Government, and by the 
unreliability of ibo troop.s, on whom they must depend os a last resort. 

Mahominedau feeling is so high that any Vali lias to bo exceedingly careful of tlieir 
susceptibilities, and cannot always do what ho would. The reforms do not touch the 
[704] 0 
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quenlion. Tho first roform necessary is that the cmployCa and troops should be paid 

regularly ^ just received news from the district of Shnttakh to which I dispatched an 
European, who, with some Armenians, Ims been distributing relief. ^ ‘'"f 

tlie distress has been cuaggeratcd, and as this is one of the worst districts in tins vilayet, 

the news is satisfactory. ,, . 

I liavc, &c. 

(Signed) W. H. WILLIAMS. 


Ho. 22. 


Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.— (Received April 13.) 


M-^Lnrd^ Constantinople, April 6,1890. 

WITH reference to my despakh No. 96 of the 2nd February, I have the honour to 
inform your Lordship that an announcement in the Turkish newspaper, the “ rerd|unian-i- 
IlakikaL" of the 3rd instant, states that an Imperial Iradd has been granted authorizing 
the Turkish Commission for the relief of tho necessitous and the rebuilding of Mussul¬ 
man places of worship in Anatolia, to fiz certain centres (mosques in different parts ot 
the capital) for the sale of tickets to be distributed to contributors. These tickets range 
in value from 6 piastres to 1 lira, and are of two categories, the one for general reliet, 
the other for tho repair of Mussulman places of worship. Every contributor of 10 liras or 
more will receive a medal and berat; all contributions are voluntary. 

I have, &c 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


No. 23. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received April 13.) 

(No. 120.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, April 18,1890, ll'lO A.M. 

MY telegram No. 123 of the Gth April. Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Beyrout 
telegraphs that the Commander of Her Majesty’s shin “ Sybille," which arrived there 
ycstertlay niorning, rcportetl all quiet so far at Suedia. The squadron has left Ileyrout for 
Alcxnndrctta. 


No. 21. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received April 11.) 


(No. 128.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, April 11, 1800, 0 P.SI. 

M Y telegram of yesterday. No. 120. Mr. Catoni telegraphs from Aleppo that ho is 
informed by the Vali that the -Armeniaii villagers round Suedia have surrendered 
about fifteen Iluntchagists to tho authorities without resistance, and that tho dis- 
turhaiiccs may practically hu eoiisidorcd at an end. 
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No. 25. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received April 15.) 


(No. 129.) 

(Tclegraphio.) P. Constantinople, April 15,1S90,12'30 r.it. 

'TO-DAY’S papers announce tho appointment of a Turkish Kaimakain of 
Zeitoun. 

Tho Embassies are protesting against this appointment as being contrary to tho 
Yizieral letter promulgating the reforms and the agreemont entered into with tho 
Zcitounlis. 


No. 20. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received April 18.) 

(No. 2?4.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, April 12, 1896. 

I HAVE the honour to fonvard to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which 
I have received from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Diarbekir, reporting on the general 
state of that vilayet. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosuro in No. 26, 

Vice-Consul Hall ward to Consul Cumherbatch, 

Sir, Diarbekir, March 17, 1896. 

THE losses suffered by the Christians in tho disturbances of last November, though 
more or less general throughout this vilayet, were far more severe in the districts to the 
north of the ’Tigris than in those to the south. Tho area most affected extends roughly 
from Bishori, on tho Tigris, to the cast, to Scvcrck on the west, and to tho north as far 
ns Palou, and includes the districts of Diarbekir, Bahrcmki, Bisherri, Silouan, Haiii, 
Lidga, Palou, Argana, Chinkousli (on the Euphrates), and Scverck. To the south of the 
'Tigris, Mardin was attacked by Kurds, but the Christian and Moslem inhabitants 
combined to defend tho town, and tho Kurds were repulsed. 'They succeeded, however, 
in burning two large villages, GolU and 'Tclarmcn, containing about 500 and 400 houses 
respectively, the inhabitants of which lied to Mardin, whore they are now subsisting on 
charily. Seven other villages in that district wore plundered. Between Nisihiii and 
Jozud several villages were also plundered. 

In Diarbekir itself about 1,100 Christians were killed by Moslems of the town 
aided by a few Kurds from outside. 'The bazaars were first plundered and then burned; 
many houses were broken into and plundered and the inmates killed; the majority of 
those killed were killed in their houses. 'The plunder and mnasacro continued three days 
absolutely unchecked by the authorities. 'The soldiers and zaptichs, including some of 
the olliccrs, took an active part in the proceedings. Some 1,600 men, women, and 
children took refuge at the French Consulate and were kept there for sevorel days, in spite 
of a tlircal made by tho oflicer sent to protect the Coiisiilnle that ho could not niiswcr for 
the Consul’s safety if ho insisted on keeping refugees iii the Consulate. ’The humane 
conduct of M. Moyricr, tho French Vice-Consul, is much appreciated by oU classes of 
Christians. Had it not been fur the orders be obtained from Constantinople, the 
massacre would undoubtedly have continued and many more lives been sacrificed. 

’The whole movement was suddenly suppressed by the Government on receipt of 
instructions from the Porte, sent on the demand of the French .Ambassador, which seems 
to show that the authors of the dislurbaiico were well under Government control. 'The 
general belief is that the whole thing was organized by Ennis Posha, the Vali, in 
concert with some of the leading Moslems, among whom I may mention Jeiiiil Poslti^ a 
former Governor of Yemen, Arif Effcndi, 'Talaal Effendi, head of the Muuicqiality, 
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niul l?ekir Efienili. The theory that it was bimply an outburst of Moslem lanaticism 
uRainsl the C'hrisliaus appears to be untenable, as there "as no particular ill-teehug 
between the crceila here, and the Christians had done nothing to provoke the auger or 
fhnatieism of the Moslems. . lo i i- 

Probablv about SOO or !)00 Christians were killed in the villages of the liaibckir 
distriel, and'nearly all the Christian houses in the villages \vcre plundered; out of 
770 Christian hoiisc.s in the villages about 000 wore burned ; 100 wonicii and girls were 
earried ofl’ by Kurds. Of these a few,- perliaiis twenty, have been brought back; some 
who have been recovered have declared themselves Moslem through fear. 'J hus, a few days 
a'-o, five Christian wonicii and girls, including a girl who had been abducted four months 
before by Kurds, were brought before the Vali, and in the presence of the ecclesiastical 
authorities declared tbeiiiselves .Moslem. The fact is, the Clirisliaiis are thoroughly 
terrorized by the Moslems and feel that they have no security for their lives or property 
outside Oiarbekir itself. Some weeks ago the wife of a Jacobite in the Silouan district 
who had been earried off by Kurds was restored to her husband by the Government, 
whereupon the Kurds killed both her husband and father-in-law. 

The two districts which have sulfered, and arc still sufl'ering, the most arc those ot 
Silouan and I’aloii. which have the largest Arnieiiiaii population in this vilayet, odouan 
eontnined .some well-to-do villages, grain being abuiidant and ot good (piality. llic 
Ariiioniaii population was estimated at about 20,000 souls. These may now be accounted 
for ns follows:— 

7,.000 roduccil lo ilostitutioii. 

7,000 lorcibly made Moslem. 

•1,000 tlisappearcd: killed, died of cold, &c., or escaped elsewhere. 

*l’wenlv*lhrce vilinges, with an aggregate of 1,046 houses, were entirely burned. 
Furkin, the centre of the Cuwi, though robbed to some extent, was not plundered like 
the villages; thi.s accounl.s for tlie remaining 1,600 of the population, hjiionnous 
(piantities of grain, ngricuUurnl stock, &c., were plundered by the Kurds and many 
women and girls abducted ns elsewhere. Tim whole business was carried out by the 
Kurds under the orders of Hadji Reshid Aga who has great influence in the neighbour¬ 
hood, mueli of the stolen property is now in his hands and he still tlireatcns the 
Christians. I was told that deaths from starvation had occurred. The Government 
have been giving irregular relief to G,600 persons, hut there are many others ^^ho do 
not receive relief, hut who need it C(|ually. Mr. Andrus, of Mardin, hu.s lately sent two 
nun there to distribute clotl.lng .and m«>ncy; they were conlrontcd at the outset with 
a demand for lilnekmnil Irom some local officials, and unless they are protected it will he 
dilVicuU for them to do nmeli good. 'I'he most pressing need there is really the removal 
of Rcsl.id Aga, as his presence is a standing menace to tlio Christians, and the Local 
Government sl.ands in considerable awe of him. 

I ft tlie i'nlou district six villages with an aggregate of 181 liouscs were completely 
burned and Hcveii <»tlier villnge.s more than half burned, uhilo Jiearly every Armenian 
house in each village of llic district appears to have been plundered. Ot a total 
Armenian jmjiulntiun of 14,800, 000 persou-s were killed ami upwards ot 3,000 made 
Aloslem; J1 churches were destroyed and 16 priests were killed; 10.') women and girls 
were abducted, of these 108 hnve‘hcen returned. 'I'o the number of dead many others 
must Im added wlio died of fright and exposure, and besides llic abductions of women 
ami girls it is said tlinl a large majority of the Christian tciualcs ot the region hotwceii 
the ages of 12 and 40 were violated by Turks and Kurds, 'i'hus in the village of 
Yeuikeny, whmh had an Armenian population of 185 (of whom ten were killed), the 
])eo\)le look refuge \iilh a certain 81mkri Ley who, with his servants, violated all the 
young women and girls. 

At the village of Ouzun Ova, wliich is largely Protestant in that district, eight men 
were ^hot in cold blood tor refusing to turn Moslem; thirty-two women and children 
then rccing what was in store for them drowned tlmmselvcs in the Kuphrates, and the 
rest of the vi]lngor.s declared themselves Moslem. A Turkish “ khoja ” has been u.ssigned 
to them with a salary ividch they have to pay. 1 continue to hear compUiints ot 
oppvcs.'*ion on the jmrt of the Levs of Paloii against tlie people of tliis village. 

'I'he largest village of the ihdou district was llcbub with 220 Armenian houses, of 
which 180 were burned, and seventy people killed. A certain 'raiur llcy, son ot Shcrit 
Bey, of I’alou, was sent in .January to look after the remaining housc.s ; he began by 
pulling down two and using the wood for fuel; he lias extorted jb T. 100 in money from 
the villagers as the price of liis protection, and demands that the land of the village be 
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transferred to him. The people are afraid to ask for his removal as he would then set 
the Kurds on to them. 

One of the most influential Beys of the district is Ibrahim of Sakrat, who was 
charged to obtain the restitution of the stolen property to the Christians, lie went 
round the villages extorting money from those who had stolen property, and taking 
receipts from the Christians who have thus recovered nothing, while he has enriched 
liimself to the extent of several hundred pounds. 1 now hear that he is trying to 
force the villagers of Kapon Aohmay to make over their lands to him, and the villagers 
have fled to Kharpout. 

One of the worst men in Palou is the Alufti, who was very active in the massacre 
and killed the principal Protestant, Manoog Aga, with his own hand. 

The town of Chinkoush, which liad about 700 .■\rmcnian houses, was badly plundered 
and about 1.70 Armenians killed, tlie rest saved themselves by declaring themselves 
Moslem. 

At Severok, about 700 or 800 Christians, out of a total of 3,600, arc said to have 
been killed, and about 1,000 have become Moslem, together with all the Christians 
scattered throughout the villages of that district, amounting to some 1,500 souls—in all 
about 2,500. 

Similar scenes were enacted in the other districts mentioned above. 

In all about 8,000 appear to have been killed in the vilayet, and about 25,000 turned 
Mo.*<lcm. Upwards of 500 women and girls have been abducted, and an incalculable 
amount of property of every description looted and destroyed. I give these figures for 
wliat they are worth, and subject to correction, as tliough I have collected statistics of 
most of the districts, I cannot by any means vouch for their accuracy. 

Up to a few days ago nothing whatever bad been done to restore order or security, 
and tiic Christian population were still in fear of further outbreaks on the port of the 
Moslems. 'I'liis fear appears to continue in the outlying districts; but the situation in 
Uiarhekir bus been considerably improved by the removal to Moosul of Arif fiffendi, 
an inllueiitial Mo.slcm, who took a leading part in the massacre, and who kept the 
Christians in a continual state of panic by his tliroats. 

One of the principal elements of disorder here Is the so-callcd ** Young Turkey” 
jmrty, which numbers several adherents in this town, among them some of the worst 
characters in the place. 'I'he Vali is also in league with them. It is difficult to take 
these individuals seriously, who combine patrioti.sm with plunder, and who compare the 
present state of things in this country witli that existing in France at the time of 
the revolution. Nevertheless, they have to he reckoned with as their power for mischief 
is considerable. Tlieir idea is to foment disturbances in order to provoke European 
intervention and the downfall of the Sultan. The j^erson I liavc mentioned above, 
^iz., Arif Etfeiidi, .Icmil Paslia, Bekir ICffemli, Telnat Klfcndi, and a young man named 
Nnrif Bej', who passed fifteen months in prison some yearn ago for a peculiarly 
reviilting oime, belong to tliis party. These men ought to lie got rid of, but even 
more urgent is the necessity of ilcnling with some of the Kunlish Cliicfs in the outlying 
districts, sueli as Ibrahim Bey, of Palou, and Ihulji Hcsliid Aga, of Silutinn, tor as long 
as iho.se men remain unmolestcil I sec no prospect of improvement, or any chance of 
the thousands of Ciiristians who have been forcibly made .Moslem, returning to their 
original faith. 

'I’he removal of the Vali is also a most nccc.ssnry measure. Abdullah PtU'ha was 
instructed .some six weeks ago to remain here on the urgent representation of the 
French \’icc-Oonsiil, hut he might at any time receive orders to proceed elsewhere, 
as his mission is not confined to this place, and I fear his departure would bo the 
signal fora iciieaal of panic, if not of disorder. Considering the part he has played 
all through these disturbances, hi.s dismissal might fairly have been expected before 
now. 

Great distress exists tliruughout all tlie districts I have mentioned, and it is 
aggravated by the action of the Kurdish local magnates, especially in Palou and 
Chinkoush, in preventing the distribution of relief. If any funds are available 1 could 
dispose of a good deal in Diarbokir and the surrounding villages where the distress is 
also great. 

I have, See. 

(Signed) C. M. IIALLWAUD. 
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No. 27. 

Sir P. Currit to the Marquess of Salisburt/.—{Receioed April 18.) 

(No. 130.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, April 18,1896, 2'30 P.M. 

IIY desjmtoh No. 29'1 of 16th. 

Vice-Consul ITampson telegraphed ycsteiday from Bitlis that ho had been 
informed the previous evening by the Vali that owlors had been received from 
Constantinople to permit the distribution of relief in the pi-cseneo of two members of 
tlio Turkish Commission. 

Mr. Uampson was asked to fix the place and hour of distribution. 


No. 28. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received April 19.) 

(No. 131.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, April 19, 1896,12'80 p.M. 

AVITII reference to my immediately preceding telegram, Mr. Hampson telegraphs 
from Bitlis that ho received a visit from the Vali yesterday morning, and that his 
Excellency also inspected the relief work, which is now proccodmg smoothly and 
rapidly. 


No. 29. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received April 20.) 


(No. 275.) 

ily Lord, Constantinople, April 12,1896. 

■\VITn retcronco to my despatch No. 10 of the 16th January, I have the honour 
to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which I have received from 
Uor MajestVs Consul-General at Beyrout, reporting that the present Papal Delegate in 
Syria will shortly be transferred to Egypt and will bo succeeded by a French subject. 
Mgr. Duval. 

I have, &o. 

(Signed) PUILIP CUREIE. 


Inclosurc in No. 29. 


Consul-General Drummond Hay la Sir P. Currie. 

Sir, Beyrout, April 1,1896. 

■WITH I'otorcnce to my desiwtch of the 9th January last, I have the honour to 
report that the present Papal Dclcgato in Syria, according to information derived from 
a reliable source, will shortly bo transfon'cd in that cajmoity to Egypt and will bo 
succeeded hero by Mgr. Duval, Prefect of the Dominican Mission in Mesopotamia, a 
French subject, whoso residence in this country extends over a period of forty years. 

I have, &o. 

(Signed) R. DRUMMOND HAY. 
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No. 80. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received April 26.) 

(No. 276.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, April 13,1896. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 233 of the 24tli March, I have the honour 
to forward to your I-ordship herewith copy of a despatch which I have received 
from Her Majesty’s Consul at Eiweroum, inclosing three despatches from Her 
Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Moush respecting the situation in that district, and the 
imprisonment and torture of Armenians. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 30. 


Consul Oumberbatch to Sir P. Currie. 


®‘’'’ , , , Erzeroum, April 2, 1890. 

I HAVE the honour to send your Excellencylcopies of three dcspatclics received 
yesterday from Her ,Majesty’s Vice Consul at Mousli on tlic state of aifairs in that 
town and district. 


In his despatch No. 14 Mr. Hampson reports a case of ill-treatment of an 
Armenian prisoner, and in No. 16 he states that arrests of Armenians on political 
charges arc still being cflected. 

In reference to this point I beg leave to state that, on receipt of Mr. Hampson’s 
despatch of the 2nd March, copy of which 1 forwarded on the Uth, I communicated 
the information about imprisonment of Armenians to .Shakir Pasha, ns he had 
frequently assured me that he was strongly opposed to such arrests on old charges. 
His Excellency immediately telegraphed to the Mousii authorities, and the answer 
was to the effect that no Armenians had been arrested there in connection with past 
events, and that the four men arrested at Kisil Agadj were charged with robbery. 

I Iiave, &c. 

(Signed) H. A. OUMBERBATCH. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 80. 


Vice-Consul Hampson to Consul Oumberbatch. 


.. Moush, February 18,1896. 

1 ribsHhj la evident here lately a marked return of conBdcncc, with a domineering 
and exclusive spirit among tlio Mussulmans. They openly declare that all attempts 
at ioreign interference in the affairs of this country have entirely failed; protest 
against any idea of appointing Christian ofticials; warn the Armenians to submit, 
and to abandon all ho|>e8 of any external assistance; and say that, after all, the 
presence of foreign Consuls, who arc powerless. Is a matter of iiKlifTcrenco. In 
short, the same condition that existcil before the Sasouii affair is rapidly returning, 
except that the Mussulmans are emboldened by impunity, and the Christians 
in despair. All foreign prestige, especially Englisli, has lost much 


In this immediate district, I have hof>es that the enlightened view and real 
desire tor order and iustice of the Mutessarif may produce some effect as far as his 
powers go, but elsewhere the outlook is not cheerful; and everywhere the poverty 
and distress, and the Ill-feeling and distrust arising from recent events will make 
tne task, oven should it inteua improvements, most cTiniciilt, 

1 have, & 0 . 

(Signed) 0. 8. 1LVMP80N. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 30. 


Vice-Consul Hampson to Consul Uuinberbaleh. 


Moush, March 8,1890. 

I RKGRKT to inform you that I have leliahlc information that at least one of 
the Armenians recently arrested, as reported in my despatch of V’® ^n'l ms'ant has 
been brutally tortured and outraged in an int iscnbable way in the prison here 
Thcobiect urns to induce him to sign a deposition accusing severa of the chic 
Armenians of Moush of sedition. To this end, he has foi-some nights Pasl ^ 
treated ns indicated. The actual torturer and perpetrator of these l>»f'-®>-s is 
Mehmcd (or Sleh) Tchaoiish, a zaptich of whom I made complaints in my <>hspatcli 
of the fetli October last. This man is a notorious brute, apart from endless 
ill the prison, he, with Talib ICffcndi and Captain Rcshid (since dismissed), was 

cinltv of many lH>vriblc deeds in Scmal previous to the iSasoun an«‘iir. 

While acquitting the Mutessarif of alt knowledge of this torturing, 1 regf®! 
that, tlioiigh hlehmetVs cliaractcr is well known, and his cruelties have been biought 
to Ketinn Pasha’s notice from various quarters, he refused to listen to my repre¬ 
sentations on the subject, declaring the stories to be false. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. S. UAMPSON. 


P.S.—I am glad to learn that since my representations, the nightly torturing 
has ceased. — 


c. s. n. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 30. 

Vice-Consul Ilatnpson to Consul Cumberbateb. 

Moush, March 15,1890. 

“ ’ IN continuation of my ilcspatch of the 2nd instant, 1 have the honour to report 
that four more Armenians have been arrested here, charged with having belonged 
to an Armenian revolutionary Committee, and that the authorities arc eadcavouring 
to obtain evidence for similar charges against many of the leading Armenians ol 
Moush, including my Dragoman and Vartan Vartahed. ^ i ■ 

There is no accusation of any frcsli intrigues, or of sucli a Coninuttcc being 
now in existence, 'rhe matters now umlcr investigation date from at least 

^ Such action is most regrettable, and can only serve to cntlnnger the public 
truiupiillity. lii fact, there is already a marked revival of uneasiness and fermen- 

''’I'nm sorry to have to add that the Mutessarif is lending himself actively to 
this policy. I helievc his idea to bo that by so doing he may counteract the 
accusations against him of having too much protected the Anneiiians. and that he 
hones that after having obtained evidence that such a Committee e.vistcd, he will 
be able to obtain an amnesty for the members, and so strengthen his own position. 
Such a course is, however, most dangerous, and the results may, in the present 
slate of public feeling, be very disastrous. A small spark would set the place 

ablaze, ami probably result in a terrible massacre. , .. 

1 Imve expressed my views on ihc subject very clearly to the Mutessaru. 

1 had the lionour to telegraph in tlie above sense to Her Majesty s Government 

Ihave,&c. 

(Signed) C. S. IIAMPSON. 
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No, 81. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received April 20.) 


(JHO. 

My J,ord, Pera, April 12, 1896. 

I lIAVi; the honour to inclose translation of an article which has appeared in the 
official Gazette of Kharpout, calling on the Moslems and non-Moslem inhabitants to 
live on friendly terms in accordance with the Sultan’s wishes. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIL. 


Inclosure in No. 31. 

Extract from the " Tarik" of April 11,1890. 


(Translation.) 

Vfiayet of Kliarpout publishes the following 
llmnk God, order has been re-established in every part of the Empire, and all the 
various classe.s of subjects live together on the same terms of amity ns duriug the last 
COO years. ® 

Those foolish arsons wlio were led away by foreign incitement to act contrary to 
the wishes of llis Imperial Majesty have now realized the true origin of the move¬ 
ment as well as their oivn folly, and the power of the Imperial Government to restore 
order and institute reforms. Consequently it is well understood that the Imperial 
Government will ca^y out and complete reforms with a view to insuring perfect 
equality and justice for all, and that all classes of subjects will continue to act in a 
loyal manner; and the whole world recognises that His Majesty’s chief desire is that 
all Uis subjects, of whatever denomination, shall live in pcaeo and prosperity 

U IS right, therefore, now that the events arc past, that aU should Uve amicably 
together and seek to make good their past losses. None of those Ul-wishers (whose 
lolly IS jncoiicoivahle) now remain, and those wlio refuse to view the Ottoman Govern¬ 
ment in their proper light are now the object of universal dofestatiou. It is therefore 
to be hoped that all, both Ifoslem and non-Moslem will preserve amicable relations, in 
accordnneo with the hcncvoloiit deigns of Uis Majesty, whoso mercy and charity are 
th^^aLT** "'ovId, and tt is most important that every individual should 


No. 32. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Satisburp.—{Received April 20.) 

(No. 279.) 

^’'ri’Avr .1 1 , Pera, April 12, ISm. 

*f y®'*® f-ordshlp that the appointment is 

A W/Ir ^ ^ -Mavrogordafo Effendi, as Assistant to the Inspector of Reforms in 
^®tolia j ho replaces Ecthy Boy, the circumstances of whose resignation were reported 
to your lordship in my desiiatch No. 987 of the 2-1,111 Dccemlier, 1895. * 

to the Effcndi retail his position at the Council of State, and is promoted 

Wn 1 , * appear that Jfavrocordato Effendi lias hitherto 

oecn an unknown and insigiiilieant fuiietionaiy'. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


[701] 
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No. 33. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Snlishurq.—{Recehed April 20.) 


Pera, April li, 1896. 

^ Wn'E reference to my telegram No. 90 of the 9tl. Mareb I have tbe honour to 
transmit to your Lordship herewith a despatch I have “ i,^^to 

Vice-Consul at Moush, respecting the number of Armemans killed and converted 

Islam in the district of Sairt. , tt « in which he 

I have since received a telegram from Jlr. Damnson j® 

says that subsequent investigation has convinced him that ^von 

this de.spatch are greatly exaggerated. He now makes the following estimate. 


Killed in llie difttrict of Bnirl . . •• 

„ „ whole Yilayei of BitlU •• 

Converted in iho dihlrict of &iirt •• 

„ „ whole Vilnyct of Bitli# .. 


1,935 
3,600 

■* .. 17.080 

y, .. .. 22.000 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PITTLIV CTIRBIE. 


Inclosuro in No. 38. 


Vice-Consul Hampson to Conau/ Cumberbatch. 


AfoH-vft, March 5, 1890. 

■ Wrm refei-ence to my despatch of the 5th February, I have the honom to 
ronort that I have now recoivil a detnited list of the victims of recent events iii certain 
d1K ?d sS Xch were not included in the figures given in 
dosnatk This list has been most carefully prepared at my requMf, details he ng 
S t cacrvillagc; and 1 am assured tlmt.'it fs reliable. I. “tof. howevc^that 
Ld as I knew matters to have heen in that mgion, the figures given have startled mo. 

The following is a summary of those figures;— 


Snirt Samljuk. 

Original 
Number of 

1 Cliri^iiunH. 

NuinlMF 

KUlcfl. 

1 

Foroiblu \ 
Cimvcrhions. j 

1 

AVomcn 
Curried ofi‘. 

Churrhw. 

Humt. 

Now 

Mosquer. 

Hiftlti-rik .. • • ' 

Nakbibtm .. • • 

Zokh 

RtitWnti . • • • 

ToUl .. 

11.338 

6.679 

13,7H9 

6.268 

5,372 

2,676 

5,U00 

1,896 

6,271 1 

3,640 1 

7,652 
2,900 

676 

466 

1,107 

364 

6 

lU 

IS 

6 

13 

2 

9 

6 

30.924 

11,032 

10,371 

2,601 

36 

1 


1 am stiU waiting details from Khiiian, Khoit, Slicrvnn, and some other districts. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CllAllLES 8. UAMl’SON. 


Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received April 20.) 

Conslantinople, April 1*1,1896. 

^ T HAVE the honour to transmit to your lordship herewith 
Acting liritish Consul at Alepi») reporting on the disturbed .state of " • 

districts of the vUavet. I suggested to flie Foreign Minister that Mr. 1 itzmaurii.c, 
who was then at Aleppo, might visit the places mentioned, and, if necessary, act as a 


31 


mediator. Tewflk Pasha, however, declined this suggestion, saying that there was no 
necessity for Mr. Fitzmaurioe’s presence. The local authorities, ho added, had such 
strict instructions that no troubles were to be apprehended. 

I have since received a telegram from Mr. Cntoni saying that, according to the 
Vali of Aleppo, the difficulty at Suedia has been almost entirely removed by tho 
surrender of fifteen revolutionaries who wore delivered to the authorities by tho 
Armenian villagers. 

I have, &o. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURIIIE. 


Inclosuro in No. 31. 

Acliny Consul Catoni to Sir P. Currie, 

(Confidential.) 

Sir. Aleppo, March 19,1896. 

WITH reforenee to my telegrams of tho 12th and 16th instant reporting tho 
anxiety prevailing among the Armenians of Antioch, Suedia, Beylan, and Akebiz, I 
have now tho honour to report to your Exeellency that, according to further informa¬ 
tion received by me, it appears that the state of things in these districts is i-cally 
anything hut satisfactory. The following details have been communicated to mo, and 
I have duly brought them to tho knowledge of his Excellency tho Vali, who promises 
to take the necessary action in tho matter, viz.:— 

(n.) Antioch .—^Tho attitude of Moslems in that town seems to ho daily growing 
more aggressive, to such an extent that they arc openly and continually thrcirtening 
tho Christians tliat they will soon follow tho example of their co-religionists of 
Aintah, Marash, Ourfa, Eirodjik, and elsewhere, by massacring them all. Tho same 
anti-Christian feeling prevails at Akebftz and Chckinerzmen to an alarming degree. 

(b.) Suedia .—190 cavalry soldiers, who arc said to he tho authors of tho recent 
massacres in tho towns referred to, have lately arrived at tho Village of Kahakliyd, and 
have aiTcsted several Armenians upon no specified charges. Tho Vali himself 
confe-ssed to mo that in fact the state of affairs in Suedia was unsatisfactory, and oven 
that a skirmish had taken place there a few days ago between some Turkish soldiers 
and certain Armenian villagers, hut without serious consequences. 

(c.) Beylan .—Tho Armenian pastor of Alexandretta reports that quite recently tho 
Turks at “ Hord-Eakdjd,” near Beylan, destroyed the garden and burnt the house of a 
certain Armenian nam^ Kehribnr Bedros. The ganfens and vineyards belonging to 
Sahao Caplandjinn, Sarkis Hjizmcdjian, Katoher Hjizmcdjian, Yapoudji Sarkis, 
Kechichian Mogrcditch, Tachdji Agoji, Pacha Ogloii Agop, and to tho widow Mariam 
were also destroyed, but tho local authorities refused to listen to the complaints of tho 
sufferers. 

As already stated in my despatch to your Excellency of tho 27 th February last, 
in my humble opinion, this deplorable situation cannot lie changed unless a sovoro 
punishment bo infliotcd upon its principal authors, and tho authorities show themselves 
determined to act with energy and impartiality. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. CATONI. 


No. 35. 

Sir P. Cuirie to tho Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received April 20.) 

(No. 286.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, April 15, 1896. 

I HAVE tho honour to forwanl to your Ixirdship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Hor Jlajesty’s Consul acting at Erzeroum, inclosing a 
lifomorandum which ho has prepared on the work of Shakir Pasha in his capacity of 
fmperial Commissioner for tho Reforms in tho six Armenian Provinces. 

[ have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 









Xnclosure 1 in No. 35. 


Consul Cumbsrbalch to Sir P. Currie, 

gjj. Erzeroum, March 31,1896. 

’ I HAVE tlic honour to send your E.'cccllency a Memorandiun containing 
information on the acliievemcnts, so far, of Sliakir Pasha in his capacity of Imperial 
Commissioner for tlic P.cforms in the six Armenian Provinces contcmplatwl in the 
SchciUilc transmitted to me in vour Excellency's despatch of the 24th October last. 

Duriii" the six months fha't I have had charge of this Consulate I have kept myself 
informed of the progress of Shakir Pasha’s hahoui-s, hut there has been nothing special 
to report. 

Non* that he proj)o.ses to proceed on his tour to tlic other vilayets as soon as the 
state of the. roads permits of his doing so, and, in view of my approaching departure, I 
have thought it would interest your Excellency to know what has been done up to the 
prc.sent. In order not to omit anything I sought an interview with the Impci-ial 
Commissioner last week, and the laimarks voluntcei*cd by him on each point in turn 
are embodied in the accompanying Memorandum. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) IT. A. CUMBEEBATCH. 


Inelosurc 2 in No. 35. 

Meiin ranilum b;/ Consul Cumberbalch on lieinnrks of Shnhir Pasha on the Points of lleform 
contnineil in the Schedule annexed to the Vizirial Letter of October 21,1895. 

-IIITICLE 1. Non-3Iussuhnnn Moavins of Valis have been appointed for the six 
vilayets, but none have yet arrived at their jiosts. Their names arc: Selim Ilavsa 
EiTcndi, formerly Eorcign fcorrespondenee Clerk of the Dhuotion of Posts and Telegiaphs 
(a Catholic Aiinonian)—Eiv.ei'oum; Andon Effendi, ex-momber of the Catholic 
Armenian Lay Council at Constantinople—Bitlis; Aristides EfTendi, ex-Substitut 
Proeurcur at Smyrna (a Greek)—Sivas; Stcp.an Effendi, ex-Consul (a Catholic 
Aianenian)—Kharpout; Veglcri Effendi, Gi-aduato of the Military College (a Greek)— 
Eiarbckir; Stepan Effendi, ex-Seerctary of liCgation (a Calholio Armenian)—Van. 

Art. 2. As regards the Erzoroum Vilayet, it has been decideil to appoint a non- 
Mussulman Ifoavin for the Sandjak of Erzinghian, but not for that of Bayazid. 
M. C. Syngros (Gieek), at present Inspcidor of Agriculture at Erzeroum, has been 
rceommended by .Shakir Pasha for Erzinghian. 

As regards Jloavins of Sandjaks in the other vilayets, the matter has not been 
settled yet. 

Moavins of Cazas have boon decided upon for the following Cazas in the Erzeroum 
Vilayet, viz.; Erzinghian, Passim, Khiniss,Keghi, Erzeroum Plain, Baibourt, Kemakh, 
and Kamkilisseh. 

Arts. 3 and t. Shakir Pasha deprecated tho inability of Valis to nominate the 
iCaimakams. 

Art. 5. Shakir Pasha has drawn up, and transmitted to Constantinople, a 
voluminous Eeport on the reorganization of the whole administrative establishment in 
this vilayet which will also serve as a model for the others. 

zVs the immediate appointment of tho proportionate number of non-JIussnlmau 
olBciuls would entail either the dismissal of Mussulmans or an important addition to 
the expenses, tho admission of non-Mussulmans into tho various branches will 
necessarily bo gradual and dependent on vacancies occurring. 

Instructions have already been issued to tho heads of departments to hold tho 
object of this Articlo in view. 

Tho proianlion of uon-3Iussulman employes will bo fixed on tho basis of the 
figures in the following Table which contains the proportions of tho two classes as esti- 
jiiatcd by Shakir Pasha on the information supplied to him by tho local authorities:— 
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Mussulmoiis, ^ 

Armeniatip, 

Othorft, 

Vilayetf. 

per 1,000 
Inhabitants. 

1 1 

per 1,000 

per 1,000 

Inhabitants. 

Inhabitants. 

Erzeroum .. .. «. 

805 

158 

87 

Sirtu) . • .. .. .. 

819 

12G 

55 

Bitlis .. .. ,. ., 

6-19 

302 

39 

Von .. 

072 

230 

08 

(Ncstorians) 

Kharpout ,. ,. .. 

8t0 

135 

22 

DiarMkir .. .. .. 

804 

112 

84 


The fists of tho reorganized police and gendarmerie forces, referred to under 
Articles 20-23, have been submitted to tho Commission of Control for .approval. 

Art. 6. This Article elicited no special remarks fi-om Shakir Pasha, lie will 
make enquiries on tho subject at tho places he visits to see if its provisions are 
properly carried out. 

Arts. 7-10. jVnncx (A) with translation, contains the circular instructions 
distributed to all the local authorities for their guidance in the reorganization of the 
Kahiehs. Later on m the spring tho Mutessarifs will visit their respective districts 
and report as to tho execution of these instructions which have l)een submitted to .all 
the A'afis for their approval. 

Arts. 17 and 18. Annex (A) also contains instructions on the formation of the 
“ Councils of Elders.” The. Mutessarifs will also report on this point. 

Art. 19. Six Judicial Inspectors, three Mussulmans and three uon-JIussulmans, 
have been appointed tor the six vilayets, and are alre.ady at work, viz.:— 

Tabib Effendi, President of tho Penal Section of the Court of Appeal at 
Adrianople, and Yorghaki Effendi, Deputy Prootor-General, for Eraeroum and 
Diai’bekir, now at the latter place. 

Zuhdi Effendi, President of tho Penal Section of the Court of Appeal at Slonastir, 
and Selim Hindi Effendi, Deputy Proctor-General for Van and Billis, now at Van. 

Ileshed Effendi, President of the Penal Section of tho Court of Appeal at Sivas, 
and Diran Effendi, Proctor-General at Smyrna, for Sivas and Kharpout, now at Sivas. 

Shakir Pasha thinks that the partition of their fields of operations is bad, and ho 
has recommended Sivas to be given to the Erzorouin Inspectors, and Kharpout to 
those of Diarbckir, as a more practical arrangement. 

Arts. 20 and 21. Annex (B) gives the distribution of the reorganized police force 
for the Erzeroum Vilayet, and the number of its non-Mussulman members, based on 
the figures given under Article 19. This will .servo as a model for tho other vilavets. 

The execution of the provisions of this Article will ho semowhat retarded, firstly, 
by the want of funds, and secondly, by tho necessity of waiting for the Mutessarifs’ 
Eeports ou the formation of tho Nahiehs. Tlirco Armenians (Gregorian) have already 
been enrolled, one as Second Commissioner, .and two as scrje.a(nts. 

Arts. 22 and 23. On the basis of tho 'fable given under Article 19, the following 
figures have been drawn up for the reorganization of the mixed gendarmerie force in 
tho six vilayets. 


Vilayets. 

Caviilr}’. 

Infantry. 

Mussulmans. 

Arnieiuann. 

Othtiv. 

Krzcruiim ., .. 

621 

600 

S03 

178 


Sirns .. .. ,, ., 

690 

720 

1,230 

189 


BitUf. 

412 

640 

684 

329 


Von ., ,. ,. ,. 

411 

510 

042 

229 


Kl)ar{)oiii .. .. .. 

552 

720 

1.055 

ICO 


Diurt.'kir 

483 

500 

830 

no 



Printed instructions regarding the reorganization of tho gendarmerie and police 
have been circulated (a translation thereof was forwarded in Mr. Graves’ despatch 
No. 207 of the 7th September, 1895). 
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Thp carrying out of tliis sclieme will also dppentl on tlio ability of the lo<»I 
treasuries to meet the increased expenditure entailed by Iho augmentation of the 
forces, as it would hardly do to dismiss Mussulmans in actual service to maho room 
for Armenians. 

Tn the meantime a circular of the Vali has been communicated throughout the 
vilayet inviting Armenians to apply for service in the police and gcndamcric. 

Art. 21*. This Article has necessarily hcon left aside until the Naliich reorganiza¬ 
tion is completed and in working order. 

Art. 25. No remarks made. ^ x 

Art. 20. There appears to he a r<*hietancc on the part of Valis to give cficct to 
Articles 11 and 13 of the Instructions relative to the General Admuiistration of 
I'ilayets concerning the formation of the Preliminary Commission of Inc^uiry, as not 
practicable. - 

Shakir Pasha has recommended the appointment of a Preliminary Commission of 
Inquiry at the chief town of each sandjak, similar to the one existing at the chief 
town of the vilayet, so as to avoid the delay in referring to the latter as necessitated 
by present arrangements. 

Art. 27. Shakir Pasha admits that this is the most important, and, at tlm same 
time, the most difiicult point. Ko, however, remarked, firstly, that many Kurdish 
tribes have not Armenians as neighbours, secondly, that, as a general rule, they do not 
have verj' far to go to reach their summer pastures, and rice rer-sti, and thirdly, that 
all the tribes arc not given to depredations. 

Measures arc being l.akcu for the presence of a body of soldiere to accompany 
such tribes as arc known to be given to molesting Armenian villages on their 
migrations, hut to do it in every single case would entail the constant employment of 
a large force, and considerable expense. 

As regards the Regulations on the carrying of arms, their execution is very 
difiicult as eoncorns the Kurds. At present they arc forbidden to come into towM 
armed, and, by degrees, they will he made to submit to the Regulations, which 
demand that no arms should be carried without a licence, the granting ol which will 
he carefully checked and gradually curtailed. ^ T^ • *i 

A genoml disamiameut by force is not contemplated, except in the Dor.smi, the 
projected expedition to which district being now no longer opposed hy Zckki Pasha 
wlio is making preparations. 

The continued detention, at Rrzci*oum, of the three Kurdish Chiefs, IIussciu, 
Kmin, and Tamir, is to he considered a device for holding them as hostages for the 
future good conduct of their rospectivo tribes, though they merit a severe punishment 
for their doings Inst autumn. 

tShakir Puslia has sli’ongly recommended that Hussein Pasha should be reniove<l 
to Constanliuojilc ami tric<l thcix;. 

Tlux ‘0 or four of the worst Kunlish Chiefs in the Van district have also been 
summoned to Van, and will he detained there as hosUiges for the good behaviour of 
their Irilu's. 

Other military precautions have been taken to protect the Armcmaiis fixim 
Kurdish attacks. , . , . 

Art. 28. The Ri'gulations, as to the carrying of arms, to be ajiidicd to Kurds m 
general, as explained above, will also ho enforced against the “ JIamulieh ” cavalry. 

As these men, not their oflicers, have, as a rule, only their uniforms to wear, it is 
difiicult to insist on the first iiamgraph of this Article as regards the uou*wcaring of 
uniforms. ,, .. , 

The Valis have received instructions to the otTect that the “ llamidich cavalry 
arc to he submitted to iho jurisdiction of the ordinary tribunals. 

Tlie contemplated Regulations determining the dtdails of the service of this body 
will greatly fa<'ilitatc nmtlei-s, but everything dejwjnds on the nature of these Regulations. 
Tlieir compilement is in tho liands of the Minister of War. 

Art. 20. .siiakir Pasha did not seem to see tho urgent necessity of Commissions 
for the revision of titles of proi>crty. lie excepted Van because there had been one 
ease tliere wlieiv a Kurdish (n»ief had appropriated tho laiuU of an Armenian villager 
that had ('migrated recently. 

Art. 30. The employment of geudiumcsand ixfiicemeu in the collection of taxes is 
being discontinued, and tho arrangemeuls enacted by this Article are being introduced. 
Armenians arc to Iw employed whert^ feasible. 

The plan for the formation of a .special body of collectors has been prepared and 
sent to Couhtantinople for approval. 


At the cliicf town of each vilayet then^ will be a Superintoiulenl-iii-chicf with two 
Serjeants (Tchaousli), four mounted and ouo non-mounled collector, whilst in the chief 
town of each sandjak there will bo ouo scrjccaut with three mounted and one non- 
mount^^d collector. 

The duties of these men Avill ho to carry tho tax-papers and other communications 
of the fiscal authorities to llie. “ Aloukhlars *' and receivers of taxes in tho villages. 

The assistance of the gendarmes will only be given, as a last resort, when 
(Icmamled by the “ ^louklilars,” or receivers. 

Art, 31. A plan for tho levying of the tithes has been drawn up. It is a com¬ 
promise between tho old system of farming them by district and the new method 
contemplated hy this xVrticlc. It is to ho fried in ouo or two Cazas this year, 
Raiburt for one, and its up])lication to the six vilayets in general will depend on tho 
success obtained in those Cazas. Comiuiiiucaiiou.s on tliis subject arc still being 
exchanged with the Government 

No observations were offered on tho question of iiaymcnt in kind or in money 
towards public works. 

Sliakir Pasha hopes to get the present small sum, allotted to each vilayet for 
purposes of education, raised to 75 per cent, of tho whole revenue collected for this 
purpose. His object is to establish ini.xed (Mussulman and nou-Mussulmau) primary 
schools, under Government control, in every village, with a view to insuring a 
practical course of study, and in order to bring Jfussulman and non-Mussulman 
children togctlicr. 

Art. 32. This Article elicited no special remarks. 

Paraginph 1. With regard to pamgrapli 1 annexed to tlu^ schedule, Shakir Pasha 
said that he had received a private letter concerning the appointment of M. G. Mavro- 
cordafo as Jiis ^foavin,” in the place of Pethy Roy Prnneo, and giving tho reasons of 
M, Mnvrocordato’s delay in joining him, whicli appeared to he mainly of a personal 
natnn'. 

Paragraph 2. Shakir Pasha said that tho previsions of Ihi.s iwragniph have been 
fulfilled, but he was surprised to hear from me that an Armenian, who was imprisoned 
over six weeks ago under circumstances reported in my despatch No. 20 of tho 
lltli Pehruary, and to wIkjsc ease this paragraph applied, was still in prison hero, ami 
he promisc<l to see that be was libcmtod, whieli has been done. 

Pai-agmph 3. No remarks. 

I*aragraph i. No remarks. 

In achUtion to tho foregoing matters, Shakir Pasha has made careful plans for tho 
construction of new roads in this region. 

In fact it is a subject to which lie has devoted a great deal of time and attention. 

The roads he wishes to see constructed are tho following:—- 

1. Krzereum, Trebizond Road, a “chaussdo” from iVshkaleh, along tho bank of 
the Euphrates, to Kadrak vifi Touloiis. 

This would avoid tho diflicult ascents of the Kop and Zignna mountains on tho 
^iresent rente. 

2. A “chnusde,” Erzinghmn, Koghi, Kharjiout. Strategical, in view of tho 
(‘stablisliment, at the latter ])laeo, of the head-quarters of the now division, and also 
with a view to dividing the Hersim info two parts to tooilitate any eventual 
military operations against tho Kurds of that rtjgion. 

3. A “ehaussde/’ Erzereum, Kliiniss, Malashguird, Van, Serai, to frontier. 
Strategical. 

4. A “chauss(ic” (Erzereum, Kliiniss) Roulanik, Moush, Ritlis, Sairt, Diarhekir. 

5. A road from ICrzoroum to the forests of Ihuir Kaz through the pass of Koun^i 
Roghaz. 

suh-Commission has also hceu sitting all the winter, under the presidency of 
Uassib EiTcndi, second Secretary of ilusktr Pasha's mission, to discuss measures of 
gencml iinprevcmcut. Tho Cummi.ssioii is composed of the various heads of depart¬ 
ments and of leading men of tho diirereiit communities. 

Many projects have resulted from their lalwurs, but nothing special has actually 
been earned out. 

(Signed) U. A. CUMBERRATOn. 


Hirzeroum, March 31, 18'JO. 







I3(i 


Annex (A). 

Circular.—Inslructions respecting Nahielis, 


1 .—Plan of Reorganization, 

There will he two eategories of Nahielis, organised in eonformity 
with the existing Regulations on Nahiehs. One mil he composed of one 
acconling to the present imrahor of its inhahitauts, and the "tof several i illa^es, 

or wliicli ono will be clioscn as the ceuti'c on Jiccount of its posiuon. 

In a village forming a Nahieh hy itself the reorganization and the elections will 
iiatumUj he coiifiuod to s mentioned above, of several villages, these must 

not he further than three hours olT from the ceiitml villa,^, and they must contain 
to-’cthor not less than 2,000 and not more than 10,000 inhahitauts. 

" Care must also he tahcii that they are not separated from it by high mountains or 

.t... U.M vllSg, .. . «. pf I- 

he tahen into account as well as its iiiimhcr of its inhahitants, its prosperitj, and the 

fact iif its containing mixed communities. . _ ,, . , 

\rt. I. In the formation of Nahiehs the existing organization must not he taken 
into aceount, hut the provisions of the foregoing Article 2 must he 
aceordiii'' to the necessities of the situation and the general eoiinection of the eillaoCS 
to each dlier, one or more villages can he separated from another Nahieh or Caza and 
included in the new Nahieh. 


2.—ylr/miKiV^rflfron 0 / Nohiehs. * 

Art. 5. r.aeli Nahicli will he administered hy a Jliidir and a Council comiioscd of 
foul uf olected mcmliere will elect a llndir and his ^foaviii 

fnssist.aiitl from among theiiisclvcs, and they will appoint a clerk (kiatih). 

^ Art 7 AVheii, in a Nahieh composed of Jfussiilmans and Clmstiaus, the Nliidir 

is a Mussuiman, the Moaviii must he a Christian, and dec versd. 

Art 8 The salaries of the Jtudir and the clerk iiiiisl ho paid hy the Nahieh. 

The duties of the iludir and the Nahieh Council are to ho m conformity witli 
T>ira"-ranhs 20 to 27 of the existing Regulations on Nahiehs. 

^ ^'t. 0. The Rekdiis (Guards) of villages are to ho selcoted according to rotiuire. 

iiiciit, hy the Nahicli Council from the different classes (nationalities), and their names 

must’IX! reported to the Centml Government hy the Mudirs. .. , 

■Vrt 10 In addition to the Nahieh Council an Ikhtiar llcdjhss (Council of 
Elders) and a Jlonkhlar (Headman) must he elected hy the mhahitaiits of each 

'll! large villages, composed of several ciiiai’tors and containing mixed eoiiimu- 
nities, a Moukhtar for each quarter and each cominuiiity is to he appointed when 

iicct.M^^} PX, q’ 1,0 Ikhtiar Jlcdiliss will ho presided over hy the Moukhtar. The duties 
of the ilcdiliss will consist in amieahly settling differences that arise hetween the 
inliiihitaiits, ns provided for hy the existing Regulations concerning the Ikhtiar 
Aleiljliss. 


3 .—Mode of Election. 

Art. 12. The qualifications required of candidates tor the Nahieh Council aie 
clearly set forth ill Article 10 of the existing Regulations on Nahiehs. , 

A candidate must he (1) an Ottoman subject and an owner of property lu the 
Nahieh ; (2) over 30 years of age; (3) a tax-payer, rated in the first class, and a man 
of honoumhlc cliaraelcr; (A) he must not have liccii condemned duruig his tile on 
political or criminal charges. . . . , , .i 

Art. 13. laiams, priests, other religious fuiictiomiries, schooliiiastcrs, and persons 
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in Government employ, are not eligible, even it they should possess the aforementioned 

^"“I'ln cncrNnhich a list of respectahlo persons possessing the aforementioned quali¬ 
fications is to he drawn up and sent to the local Government 

Art 11. If the local Government, after oxaminmg the list, finds no objection, 
well and "ood; hut it ohjcotionahlo names are contained in the list, the elections win 
nnlv he authorized to take place after these have boon elimiimted. 

^ Art 16 In a Nahieh composed of only one village, the Moiikhtars of the quarters 
will assemhio, and each one will select six names from the list of candidates, and, alter 
writiiu' their names on a slip of paper and affixing their respMtiye seals, they win 
deliver each list to the Nahieh Council in n closed envelope. Finally, the papera will 
all be o»ncd at the same time in the nrcscnce of the Niiiicli Council. tJio number 
of votes gaincil hy each candidate will lie written gainst his name. The sis who 
obtain most votes will ho elected, and a Report contammg the names of ttic raudidale, 
and the number of votes obtained by each of them must be sent m by the Council. 

Art. 10. In a Nahieh composed of several villages, the Moukhtar of each vilia^ 
and quarter will also select six members, and proceed in the same way as stated in 
the foregoing Article. ^ ^ .. 

Art. 17. The Nahieh Mudir and half of the members of the Council are o.ccteu 
for two years and the other half for one year, it being understood that thow who 
seciiro tiio greatest number of votes arc elected for two years and tlio others lor one. 
These facts arc to bo mentioned in the election list. . i « -i 

Art. 18. As at tbo first formation of the Nahiehs there wiU be no ^laUlcll LoiiuoU 
existing, tbo first election-papers must be sent to the Modjliss (Council) of the nearest 
Caza, bcfoi’c which, when all the papers are collected, the elcction-iiaiiers ol each 
Nahieh will he opened in tlic presence of the members of the MedjUss; they will be 
examined, and the members having been selected according to the votes, their olccuon- 
papors shall he carefully scrutinized. , i *♦ 

Art. 10. Once the olecliou of the Naliich Council is over and the Regulations 
have been fulfilled, one or nioixi Government officials will he present at subsequent 
annual elections to sec that the Regulations are complied with, but not to interfere in 
such elections. , ..r .. , -r, i *• n 

Art. 20. As mentioned in Article 17, according to the Nahieh Regulations, the 
Mudir and the members of the Council having l)cen elected, half tbo members must be 
changeil every year and others elected in their places. Nor this purpose the Moukhtars 
must select three names only instead of six. 

An. 21. The ifudir and the members of the Nahieh Council who i*ctirc at the 
end of the year, in the manner explained in the foregoing Article, can he re-elected, 
and such re-election is to l>c for two years. 


d .—Mode of Votimj. 

Art. 22. A Moukhtar once elected, it will be, of course, known what the number 
of the voting jicpulatiou is, and each Stoukhtar will bo conaidored as having as many 
votes as there are voters. 

Art. 23. Consequently, in the election-lists for Nahieh Councils, the number of 
votes belonging to each Moukhtar will ho entered against his name, and tUcso votes will 
ho reckoned up and the selection of the members of the Nahieh Council will be 
governwl by tbo number of such votes. 

Art. 2*1. If the inhabitants of a village, or a portion thereof comprising twenty 
houses, UTO not content to bo represented at the elections by the duly chosen Moukhtar 
of that village, they can charge ouo of their own number to represent them, and, 
consequently, the number of votes their special delegate possesses will bo deducted 
from those possessed by the Moukhtar. 

Art. 26. In such cases, the name of this special delegate and the number of votCvS 
he represents must ho communicated by the Council of Riders to the nearest autho¬ 
rities, who will examino the case and act accordingly. 


L70ij 
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Annex (B). 


PoiiOE Reorganization in the Erzeroum Vilayet. 




Ist Com* 
missioners. 

2iid Com* 
misnonm. 

8rd Com* 
missionors. 

Policemen. 

Snmijakf. 

DUlrictie 

i 

1 

j 

1 

j 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

Christians. 

Erzeroum 

Chief town of vilnyct .. 

Urxeroum (ora) Cazit . • 

Tupir Caai 

Kcslcinc Caza .. . • 

Tortoum and Naverman Casa.. 
Uaiburt Cnza .. . • 

Tcrdjaii Caza .. .. 

Pa»»ia Coza .. 

Khiniu Caza .. >s 

Kcghi Caza .. 

i 

:: 


1 

i 

\ 

i 

1 

1 

i 

i 

i 

1 

1 

2 

B 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

*1 

*1 


ToUl for sandjak .. 

1 


1 

1 

11 

3 

22 

7 

Hayocid 

Chief town of annd^ak .. 

Uajjzid and Dcyodin Caza «. 
KoraktlUseh Cnzn .. 
Alathguird Cozn .. 

Aintab .. .. .. 





i 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

2 

1 

2 

1 


Total for umdjak *. 



1 


6 

1 

U 

2 

Knmgbian .. | 

Chief town of sandjak 
PlumerCaza .. 

Rifuhiyd Caza •. • • 

Kuri'tchoi Caza .. .. 

Kvrankh Caza •. «• 

Erzingbian Caza .. . • 



1 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

*i 

1 


Total for sandjak . 



1 


6 

1 

11 

4 


Total fur vilayet 

Already in service . 

I 

1 


3 

1 

1 

22 

i 

4 

B 

H 


Additions .. 



2 

1 

18 

4 

n|M| 
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Sir P, Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received April 20.) 


(No. 291.) 

My Lord| Pent, April 1C, 1896. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your LoixUhip herewith copy of a dooumont 
which has hoon oommunloatcd to me by the Armenian Patriarch containing the 
account of the massacres at Trebizond given by the Chief of Gendarmerie of that 
toivn. This coincides witli the information that has reached the Embassy from other 
sources. 


I have, Sob. 

(Signed) PHILIP CUIIHIE. 
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Inolosure in No. 36. 

Paper communicated by the Armenian Patriarch, 

(OonOdontielle.) 

LE 27 Fdvrier (v. 8.), 1896, est arrivd dovant Ordou le bateau do la Comp^nio 
Russe “ Nahimoff ” h bord duquel so trouvait la Commandant do la Gendarmerie de 
Trdbizonde. 

Au cours d’uno conversation aveo un Armdnien, h laqucUo assistait aussi 
Miradj Boy, Agent do Police h Ordou, le Tabour Aghassi a fait les ddolarations 
suivantes:— 

“C’est Biadri Boy, le Vali do Trdbizondc, ijui a ordonmS et fait exdcutor les 
massacres do cotto ville; o’est co Iftcbo assassin qm a fait oruollomont tuor les pauvres 
boutiquiers ct artisans pendant qu’ils vaquaient paisibloment it lours affaires. Tout 
en faisant oxdcuter cette tuerie il me donnait I’ordro do lui livrer, on plus do ceux qui 
so trouvaient ddjh en sa possession, 800 fusils Martini; j’ai rdpondu par un rofus 
catdgoriquo; mais passant outre de mon consontcraont, il les a fait retiror lui-m6mo 
du ddpAt militairo et distribucr h ses hordes. C’cst !l la suito do cette oonduito quo 
nous avons vu des brigands, au nombre de 160, quo la gendarmerie poursuivait 
depuis cinq ans dans les montagnes, mossacrer libremont dans le chef-lieu m£me du 
vilayet les malhouroux Armdnions. 

“ Moi ct le Prdsident du Tribunal Corrcctionnol avons adressfi un Rapport h Sa 
Majestd Impdrialo le Sultan pour fairo connaltre la vdritd; sur un Trade Impdrial 
nous nous rondons actucllemout !k Constantinople pour donner des renseignements 
compldmcntairos; nous espdrons fermomout quo nous parviondrons h fairo punir 
I’ignoblo assassin qui a iHuir nom Kadri Boy.” 


No. 37. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received April 20.) 

(No. 292.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, April 16,1896. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I hare received from tho Acting British Consul at Angora reporting the murder 
of five Armenians. 

I have, &o. 

(Signed) PHIUP CURRIE. 


Inolosure in No. 37. 

Acting Consul Richards to Sir P. Currie, 

Sir, Angora, April 9, 1896. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that I hoar on ^od authority 
tiiat five Armenians were nssassiimtcd while asleep in a mill near the village of 
Yoghouncso on tho 2l8t ultimo. 

It appears tlmt these men, whoso mimes wore Sivasli Durtad, Kirkor Imirjoyan, 
Bedros Imitjoyan, Mugeditch Ghyunolloyau, and Mattcos Sahagyan, wore natives of 
tho village of Chakmak, and wore on their way to Bogliazloyan, when, night coming 
on, they took roftigo in a mill which is about 3 miles distant from tho latter town, and 
50 miles or so due north of Cmsarca. 

It would appear that they wore killer! as they slept, one of them liaving had his 
head split open with an axe, while tho others wore all more or loss horribly mutilatod. 
There seems to 1» no doubt that Turks were tho authors of this outrage, those of them 
on whom suspicion has fallen being already in prison. 

The Kaimakam of Oozoonloo, in whose district the murder was committed, has, I 
am informed, acted with great energy and piomptitudo, so that now it only remains to 
be seen whether tho conduct of tho judicial authorities in this matter will bo equally 
deserving of praise. 

I ingrot that the nows of this occurrence .should have lieen so long in reaching me, 
hut, owing to an unusually protracted winter and tho consequent heavy, and in many 
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Darts iniDraclicable, state of tlio roads, nows travels just now remarkably slowly. 
Even as it is. I believe I am the only person in Angora who has heard of this tragic 
event with the exception, of course, of some of the authorities, who have every reason 
for nbstainiiiK from making the matter public. ... 

further details I may learn T shall not fail to communicate to your 

Ihave.&o. 

(Signed) W. S. RICIIA.RDS. 


Xo. 3S. 

Sir P. Currie lo the Marijuese uf Saliabunj.—(Received April 20.) 

Coualantinoplct April 16. 1896. 

^ X^ilAVE the honour to forward to your luirdship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Her Majesty'.s Vice-Consul at Adana reporting on a 
Turkish mid that had taken place in the district of .Jebcl Ecreket. 

I nave, iic. 

(Signed) VlIILIP CUllllIIi- 


Inclosuw in No. 38. 
rice-CflJisK^ Mas!^ to Sir P. CiirnV. 

^ ^lersina, March 29, 1090. 

reference lo the reported distiirbancc^t at Rkbez and .Jobcl 

Bereket sub-district, which were doubtless communicated to your ExccUoncy iirevious 
to mv arrival in my district. 1 have the honour to report that the Eroneli l^nsul 
resident at Mersina has informed me that he has asmtaincd. during a visit which he 
imidetotlie Goveri.or-Geiieml at Adana, that the affair ami^ outot an incurs oi of 
Kurds, with the intention of plundering the Trappist establishment between Ek'iez 
and Islahid. Tlic military forces sent from Yarbou7.--tho scat of tbo Government of 
the sub-district—succeeded in restoring onler wiOiout diluculty. . , , 

I bog to report that on the night of the 23rd instant, previous to my arrival, tour 
murders were committed in the town of Mersina, m a house of bad reputo- ^>0 
mattiT annears to have no political iraiiortancc, and is still under legal investigation. 

‘ * I have, etc. 

(Signcil) V. U. H. MASSY. 


No. 3'.>. 

.S-iV P. Ciivrir to the .Muriiue.es of Siilisbimj.—(Received April 20.) 

Constantinople, April 10,1&90. 

■' WITH mtereiice to luv telegram -No. 127 of the 13th instaiit, I have the honour 
to state that the telegrams whioli I have received from Eitlis and Khavput contiiiuo 
to roiiort that the authorities at those places do not act on tlic mstrueiioiis sent to 
tlicin by tbc Porte, but insist on the relief being sent to the Goernmeut konuk, or 
being (lislributed by the Ijoeal Commission jointly with the missionaries. 

Tlic Eorcigii Jlinistcr, to whom I have made constant roprescntatioiis, could give 
no satisfactory explanation of this disregard of the I’ortcs ordei-s, and I have foiiud it 
necessary to use very stringent language in order to pul a slop to a state of tiling 
which would divert the money collected in England and the United States from its 

proper chamieK Eorcign Minister that if the matter was not 

lu.t at once on a satisfactory footing, I should ask your Urdship to proiuise to the 
IJiiitod States’ Government that wo should scad ft joiut iliasiou to all the ccuu'cs of 
distriimlion to rcixirl on the conduct of the authorities, 

Tevlik I’nsha promised to send further telegrams, but they were still witliout 
nsull, and ycstcrdiiy morning 1 sent Mv. llhick to repeat my warning at the Palace. 
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1 have the honour to inclose a copy of his report of what took place, which throws 
a curious li'dit on the relations between tlic Palace and lorte. Izzcl Ec\, as 11 e 
mouthnicce of the Sultan, declares that everything is in the hands of the Porte, while 
the 'Ministers protest that they can do nothing without the Sultan s Iradd; that the 
so-called Council of Ministers is a mere form, and that it meets only to register the 
sent to it Ihrouirb Izzet Jiey. ... , 

iilr. Block succeeded after a long day’s work in obtaining a renewwl assurance 
that the Valis at Bitlis and Kharput would bn categorically instructed to allow the 
distribution of relief subject to the presence of a niember of the Commission. 

It remains to be seen whether these instructions will receive more attention tluu 
they have during the past few weeks. ^ 

(Signed) ’ PUILIP CUIUUE. 


luclosure in No. 89. 

Memoramtum hi/ Mr. Block. 

IN ftccordftncc with vour instniotions I .saw tbo Sultan’s Pii^t Socrotiiry this 
morning, and reijucstod him to lay before tbo Sultftn the difflculties that had boon met 
with in the distribution of relief. . , « i-. • 

1 said that after somo trouble your Excellency bad received from tbo foreign 
Minister an .'is.sumnce in writing that tbo money could bo distributed by tbo agents 
ftppointod by :Mr. AVbittall’fi Committee, provi<b'<l that a memlier of the local Lurkish 
Commission was pwisent; that, notwitbslanding the decision of tbo lorte, the local 
autluuities bad insisted on various occasions that tbo money sliould bo iiandcd to tno 
’lurkish Commission or the Govenunent, and you bad been obliged to make innumer¬ 
able representations lo tiie L^oiHe; that the Pori<^ bad sent tc^legrapbic instructions 
time utter time, but the local autboritic.s disregarded tlio onlers; the Vah of Jbtlis 
and tbo Vali of kliavnut were now raising difllculiies, and your bxcolleuey wa-s at a 
loss to understand how they could thus disobey tlic forte’s orders; that you liad 
ix'ported the matter to Her Majesty’s Government, and bad to*iUiy received a tol<*^ram 
from Sir Thomas Sanderson stating that the actimi of the Governors in tlic provinces 
in tliis matter laid iirodueed a dcplorabb' elleet in ICngland; that you tbeivdoro applied 
direct to llis ^lajesty tbc Sultan, and api>ealcd to him to put an end to this state 
of things; Hint unless a sfitisfaetory setllement of the matter was at once dceulcd 
upon, Your Exeelloncv would be obliged to suggest to Her ^Majesty’s (lovcrnment that 
a pro|K)snl should bo made to the Ibesident of tlui United States to send a Goin- 
mis-sioner, who would he accomjNinied by a llritish Commissioner, to distribute 
relief, and that your Kxcelleney' would utilize ]>rohal)ly the services of Colonel 
Chermside and Ibu* Majesty’s Consular ofileers, who would proceed to the various 
centres for dialribufiou. *\ complained of the apathy and weakness of the 
Porte, wliieli sent oixlcrs wbicli werii enlindy neglected, and f said that you de.sired 
the Sultan to cause iiujuiry to be made: as to who was supporting the local 
Governoi-s in their opposition to the Porte’s authority. ... 

The P'irst Secretary look down my ob.s<‘rvations and submitted thorn in writing to 
flis Majesty, wlio sent word to say i should eall for an aiuswor in the evening. At 
b o’clock ueconlingly I wont again to the Palace, and the only reply I could get 
was that this wiw a matter concerning the Porto, and that I should see the Grand 
Vizier. 1 did not eonccal fi*om tlic Pirst »Seeretai'y that tin's answer was far from 
satisfaetory, that you bad made every possible elfovt to settle the matter at the Porte, 
but without succi^ss, and that you bad as a last resource appealed lo the Sultan to set 
the mutter stinight once for all, wbieb llis Majesty eould do in a moment by an order 
to tbc Porle. Tzzet Roy also enme into tlic Fiwt Secretary’s room and joined in the 
conversation. I said that the clfcct of all lliis was donlorable. Ifort? wow thousands 
of llis Majesty’s snbjeets starving, and yet tin* relief oolleolcil in Ungland wjis withheld 
from them by tbc disobedioneo of the local authorities and the weakness ot the Porte, 
and yet llis Majesty decline<l to assist you. How was it jiossiblc, I asked, to revive 
the sympathy of England for the .Sultan and bis eountry if all your ivpresent'ilions 
were disregarded, and when you appcJilod t<j the Sultan you met with tbo reply tliai 
the Porte must deal with the matter ? Izzct Ib*y briefly n^plicd that bo was doing 
wliat he could, but it was useless lo expect aiivlliing so long as Murad Hey remained 
[70 tj 
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in “ Give liim up,” lie said, “ niid I shall be able to assist I saw it was 

no use continuing the discussion, so T proceeded to fbc bouse of the Gi*and Vizier, 
where I met bis Jligbncss and the Toi-eign Minister. Izzet Bey arrived a few minutes 
after me, .and e.aw the Grand Vizier before I did. , , , , 

I told bis Highness what 1 bad saiil at the Palace and the reply I bad been given, 
and I called upon him and the Porcign Minister to settle this question once and for .all. 
After balf-.an-bour’s conversation, the Gmnd Vizier and Pqreign ilinister autborized 
me to state to you tluit a tclograin would bo sent to liitlis and IC.liavput lo*iiigut 
instructing the Yulis catcgoricallv to allow the distribution of relief under the condition 
that a member of the Turbisb Commission was proseiil, and they expressed the hope 
that no tiirtlier dilficultics would arise. , .sr i,t 

(Signed) ADAJf BLOCK. 

April l.a, 189G. 


Sir P. Currie to the .Manpiess of Saliabunj.—{Received April 20.) 

Mv Lord,^ Rerti, April Ki, 1S90. 

’ I H'VVE the honour to transmit berewitb copy of a despateb wdiicb T have 
received from the Acting British Consul at Angora, i-especting the dismissal of the 
Jliitcssarit of ICirsbehr, and the turbulent clianaotcr of the Moslem Notables of that 

The new JlutessariC is Snfvcl Pasliii, who is said to belong to the “.Teuno 

Ibave.&c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CCllUIH. 


Inelosiire in No. -10. 

Aclini) Consul Richards to Sir P. Currie. 

Angora, April 10, 180(5. 

AVrril rcfeiencc to mv Confidential di-spatcb of the lOtb iiltiuio, and otbei's which 
m-cceded it mi the same 'subiect, I have the honour to report that, acconling to 
information received from a reliable .source, Aarifi Bey, the Mutessarif of Kirebebr, 
has been disinissed from bis iwst. 1 think that this fact, if confii-mcd, should bo 
considered a matUa- for congratulation, not so much bceaiiso Aarifi Bey has licen 
'iiilty of any flagrant act of uialadmiiiistratioii or injustice, but because be has shown 
fiiniself imaViblo of curbing and restraining the arrogant and law-defying spirit 
which is now, and has been for many years, so marked a characteristic of the chief 
Moslem notables of that town and district. , 

It is hardly too much to sav that Ibo iidministration of the Kirsbebr dLstrict is 
pmetically in the bands of a clique, of Turkish Aglias, most of whom belong to one 
family, and each and every one of whom does apparently exactly what is good in bis own 
oyes, rcuirding bis oivn intci'csts and those of liis connections and friends. This elifluo 
consists'of Hussein Agba, the most iiiiiiorlaut and most iiittuontial, bis brother Siddik 
Agba, bis sons Biza Bey and Ecsed Agba, bis son-in-law, Muslapba Blfcudi, Gliicf 
Clerk to the local Government, Said Ellbndi, the Executive Ofllcer (" idjra meemoiiri ), 
and a certain Said Agba. There are otbors who, however, are of less iinporlaiicc. 

These men, through their wealth both in bouse and lauded prororty, and the 
influence derived from their widc-siii'cad family connections, appear to be all-powerful, 
none of tbo authorities, from the Mutessarif downwards, venturing to call in question 
anv act of tbeii-s, however illegal or oven criminal its nature. Tlioy monopolize tbo 
farming of the tithes and other taxes, e.xoroi 60 considei-ablq influoiico over the 
agricultural banks, and arc represented in tbo tribunals by their friends and partisans, so 
that even supposing an action were brought against any member of their body, he would 
bo sure to obtain a voiflict in his favour. Loud complaints have been made ag.ainst the 
existing state of things from time to time for some years past, some of which have 
even reached Constantinople, but with no appreciable result, the influence of these 
men being, f am assurctl, as great as ever. It would appear that Hu.sscin Agba 
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received on one occasion a peremptory order from ConsUmtinople to proceed forthwith 
to Angora in order to undergo an inquiry as to the many complaints which had been 
formulated against hunj but ho refused to comply with the owler, and, pereisting 
in the refusal, ultimately gained bis point. 

On another occasion three of these Aghns were ordered by the then Vali, 
Abcdin Pasha, to come to Angora, to answer eei-tain clurrges which liad been brought 
against them, and it was hoped that an end would Iro put to these abuses. Howovor, 
in reply to the summons they used ai'guraonts of so eloquent and convincing a character, 
that Abcdin Pasha changed his mind and ceased to press the point. 

I complained, at the beginning of this despatch, of AWifii Bey’s incapacity to 
resist the outrageous pretensions of these Agha.s, but perhaps it Is unreasonable of mo 
to expect any average Governor, or one who Ls rather above the average, to set his faco 
resolutely against what has become a long established system, viz., the rule of Kirshehr 
by this clique. In fact, I am not sure that any Alutessarif could hope to retain his 
post for .any length of time unless he made up his mind to swim with the tide. Only 
one remedy appears to me to bo likely to be at all efficacious, and that is the disruption 
of this band by order sent direct from Constiintinoplc, and its distribution over various 
p.arts of the vilayet. I would point out that the principal sulfercrs from the existing 
state of things are Jloslems, not only because they are in a very largo majority, but 
also because they arc for (he most part poor and defenceless. The Christian element, 
which is very small, is mostly confined to the towns, where they arc nearly all engaged 
in trade, and whero by systematic submission to the Aghas and their friends with whom 
they are in the elo.sest commercial and fiimncial relations, they contrive to escape, to a 
great extent, these acts of oppression and cruelty which arc of such common occurrenco 
iu the country districts. It is true that they wore recently the victims of a ferocious 
attack on the part of a Idussulman mob, but it is none the less certain tliat, as explained 
in a pevious despatch, this was the outcome of an organized movement originated by 
cerUin Turkish notables with a view to cause a disturbance which would have a 
prejudicial effect on the reputation and position of the Mutessarif, ns indeed has proved 
to be the ca.se, rather than of any widespread feeling of fanaticism or detestation of the 
Christians as such. 

I should mention hero that I was wrong, it appears, in stating in a previous 
despatch that it was at Hussein Agha’s instigation that the Christians were attacked. 
I am now informed that a certain &iid A";ha, the son of the Mufti, was at the bottom 
of this movement, and not the head of the clique. Not that the latter would 
hesitate to massacre Christians if it suitc<l his poliov, or jumped with his humour of the 
moment to do so, as is very evident from the following story which is full of grim 
significance:— 

On one occasion Hu&sein Agha was making some purchases in the principal 
druggist’s shop of the tomi, the only other persons present being the proprietor of the 
sho]), an Armenian, and another shopkeeper of the same nationality. In the course of 
conversation mention was made of the rumour then prevalent that Russian troops wore 
marching down tlirough Armenia into Anatolia. Thereupon Hussein Agha rose 
abruptly from his seat and said, “ If I find that it is really true that Russian troops are 
invading Anatolia, or that, as others say, English troops have been landed at Adnlia, 
let them know,’’ with a sharp horizontal s.awing motion of the hand, “ that there ore no 
Christians iu Kirshehr.” 1 bad this story from the Armenian shopkeeper who was 
present at the tinie, .and who, were his life worth Imlf-an-hour’s purchase after ho had 
done so, would give evidence on oath to this effect in a Court of law. 

I could enumerate many instances of the landossncss and oppressive conduct of 
the various inombers of the Hussein Agha clique, but to do so would lengthen tliis 
despatch most unduly. I will mercly mention a most characteristic fact, viz., that 
•Siddik Agha (Hussein’s brother) has in his employment a certain Kouprili Mustapha, 
a notorious criminal, who is known to have committed fifteen deeds of violence, most 
of which had fatal consequences, within the borders of this vilayet. 'This ruffian’s 
most recent cxidoita was the murder (hast year) of two Greeks, father and sou, at a 
spot which is about halfway between Kirshehr and Koniah. The nmtter, strango to 
say, was brought to the notice of the local authorities who arrested the guilty man, 
and sent him for trial to Kirshehr, where he was found guilty and sentenced to fiftoeu 
years’ penal servitude. After Alustapha had heen three months in prison, Siddik 
■Vgha brought his influence to bear on the case, obtained the rolciiso of the prisoner, 
and took him again into his service, in which position ho still remaius a terror to tho 
whole neighbourhood. 

I venture to think that no further instance is necessary to establish the urgency 








of the ease which requires that the most radical ineiusurcs should onco api-Ued, 

aud of these flic simplest, it appeal's to me, would be the dispersion of these Agha. 
throughout the i-ilaTCi, or even their haiiislimeiit to neighliouriiig provinces, riie 
mere cliaugo of Goveruors, unless the Jliitcssarif selected for the post he a remarhahly 
able and energetic man, enjoving resolute and continuous support from liead-quai ters, 
is only a palliative which is likely enough to prove wome than useless. 

I have, &e. 

(SisTued) S. RICHARDS. 


No. 41. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Rcceired April 20.) 

1 ^ Constanlinoph, April 16, 1896. 

^ 1 lIAV i; the honour to report that within the last few Jiys the l^eneli and 
Russian Ambassadors have shown a revival of interest in the condition of the 
Anatolian iirovinees and the cxecul ion of the rofornis. 

JI. do .Ndlidow informed me that he had received serious reports from us Mce- 
Coiisul at fan rcsiiectiiig the attiliidc of the lumls, and asked me to lom 
bringing the matter to the notice of the Rorte. I at onee agreed to do so, adding that 
T had for some time past been making lepresentations on the shbjcet. 

M. Gambon volunteered to send his J''irst Dragoman to the Reform Commission, 
and also proposed joint action of the three Embassies against 
Mimsulnimi Kaimakam at Zeitoim wliioli was 

Tills appointment is contrary to the Reforna peercc, and also to the iindi rstaiidin, 

arrived at by th('mcdinlion of the Consuls ^vlth t\u*/I'ltouuliP. 

1 accordingly instructed Mr. Elock to aceompaiiy his .hrenoh and biiss an 
colleagues to the I’nrtc, aud I inclose a report which he has draun up of their 
interview witli the Foreign Minister. nc 

I at the same time wrote a note to my Ireneh colle.ague siiggestm^ that, as the 
question has been raiseil in the Zeitoun negotiation, the Dragomans 
German, and Italian Eiiihassiea .should he asked to join m the I'epre.seiitatioiis. 1 liaio 
not meeiv«l a roplv to this suggestion, but I ui.dei-staml that M. Caiiihon wa^s aiiMous 
that the step should in the first instance be taken by the three Eipiassies on y, on ho 
ground that it coiieeriied primarily the Relonus, the supervision of uliieli uas 
intrust'd move nnvlicularly to tlio tlireo Towers. 

^ 1 have, kv. 

(iSigued) PlllhlV CrURiK. 


Inclosurc in No. 41. 

^femoramhim hy Mr* lUoch. 

IR accord,mee with instruetions, together with 
coRcnglUfi, 1 oalh'd at the Forte to-day during Ihv Mttmg of the Council of Jlmisku, 
and ux' rcnucstcd an interview willi the Foreign Minister. a, sU... o. 

M. lionet stated that wo l.ad Iktii i„8tv,iete|l hy our ‘^spcctivo AmW 
evpie.ss their surprise at the amiouiieeiiient wliicli had appeared m the Tuik A ] i.s 
to-diiv to the elTeet tliat a Tiirkisli Ka’imakaiu liad lieeii apiiomteil to Zeitoun, that tins 
was distinei hreaeh of the assuraiiee given hy the Rorte when he Zeitonnhs 
euncmUuod that a Christian Kainmkam would ho apiiomtod, and that *|j' 
Amlmssadors, in calling his Exi'clleuey’s attention to the fact, trusted that tlio 
appoint iiu'iit would he eancetled. il,n 

* I said that 1 was iiislnietcd hy your Excellency loriuaUy to protest against the 
iiomiiiiitioii of .Mahmoud Jiey, the jioi'son in question, as such 

eoiitmdietioii to the letter and spirit of the retorms granted hj the Sultan, and lUi Ui 
were applicable, us clearly stated, to Zeilouii. 1 ivquested his Excellency to call the 
alteiitioii of Ids colleagues to tho matter and to give us a favourable reply at an 

‘""'•'Nly* j'.„ssian eelleagiie supported our reiiresontntions, and the Eoroigii Minister 
said he'would at onee inquire into the matter. 
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M. Maximow then stated that tho reports from the Russian Consul, which were 
confirmed by tho British Vice-Consul, gave an alarming account of tho situation at 
Van, and tluit he was instructed to urge the Porte to send immediate telegraphic 
instruetions tor measures to be taken to keep the Kurds in order; failing such 
measures it was almost cortaiu that serious disturbances would occur. 

M. Rouet and myself supported M. Maximow, and I added tliat the Vali of Vau 
was cither very badly informed or was wilfully deceiving his Government, and I 
instanced what had occurred a few days ago. I ha<l warned the Porto tliat the Kurd.s 
wore threatening Armenian village.s in the neighliourhood of Von, aud I had urged 
tho Porte to telegraph to tho Vali to take repressive and precautionary measures. A 
few days later I had informed tho Porto that tho Kurds had attacked some Anuenian 
villa'.es, killing some of the iiiliahitants. A week later the Sccrctary-Gonoral for 
Foremn Affairs had shown me the same day two telegrams from the Vali of Van. the 
flrat stating that the state of tho vilayet loft nothing to lie dcsircil, and tliat the Kurds 
wore not to ho feared, wliilst the .second stated that tlio disturhauco in question liad 
taken place. The Vali wa.s, therefore, deserving of tho strongest censure. Tho 
Foreign Minister said the Porto hoped to have him dismissed sliortly. 

M. Maximow tlion spoke of tho Valis of Diarhokir and Adana, who, ho said, wore 
quite imlltted for their posts, and should have been disnrissed long ago. M. Rouet 
and myself concurred with our Russian colle.ague, and upon Tovflk Pasha faintly 
agreeing with us and saying that no doubt they wore not fitted for their posts, I 
repeated to him what tho First .Secretary liad fold mo this morning, viz., that if tho 
Porte found the local authorities disoheuient or unfitted for their posh,, it remained 
witli the Porte cither to insist upon their obeying instructions or to request that they 
should be removed, hut that if the Porto made no ohsei-vatioiis and allowed things to 
go from had to woreo tho Ministers wero deeply responsible for such neglect of their 
proiier duties, 'flic Itoroigii Minister seemed much surprised at this statement, which 
it seems that the .Sultan made himself also to M. Camlinn. As a matter of fact 
I know that tho Jlinistors have suggested to tho Palace on more than one occasion 
that the Vali of Diarhekir should ho dismissed, hut without success. 

Vi'e said that his Excellciicy should call the attention of the Council of Jlinistors 
to this statemont made hy tho I’alacc, and endeavour to put a little hackhouc into his 
colleagues, and to persuade them to act with more energy aud severity, tor they would 
assuredly he held responsible for tho misgovernineat and maladministration wliicli 
existed throughout tho Empire. 

Jf. Jlaximow called his .Excellcney’s attention to the conduct of the Vali of 
Sivas, who, upon going on a lour of inspeotiou in his province, instead of lc.aving Ids 
Clirislian Jloavin in cliarge, confided the duties to the Jtufti! His Excellency 
admitted tliis was wrong, hut did not suggest a romedy, aud Jt. Jlaximow said that 
was an example of the maimer in wliicli the reforms wore everywhere left in 
aheyaiiec. 

I said tliat I was sorry that Jlemdouh Pasha, the Jlinistcr of the Interior, was 
not present to hear what wo liad to say, hut JI. Jlaximow observed tliat on this point 
only he i-cgrotied to differ with me, since he hod no desire whatsoovor to see 
Jlemdouh Pasha on this or on any other occasion. 

I have to add that several Ministers met this evening at 9 o’clock to discuss tho 
Zeitoun (question and other jioints of tho solicdulc of Reforms. The mectinjj was at the 
Grand J'lzicr’s house, and consisted of tho Grand J'^izicr, the I’oreign Minister, the 
Minister of the Interior, llic Jlinistcr of Putilie Works, tho President of tho Council of 
State, and Izzet Bev. 

(Signed) ADAM BROCK. 

April 15, 1806. 


Ko. 42. 

Sir P. Currie to the Murquesa of Saliabury,—(Received April 28.) 

(No. 133.1 

(Tclegrapiiio.) P. Cotialuittiiiople, April 23, 1890, 2'30 r.ai. 

MB. BAENHAM telegraphs from Jlnrash that tho troops aro being withdrawn 
from Zeitoun, and that only the ordinary garrison will remain there. 
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Sir P. Currie to the ^^arq^tes3 of Salisbury.—{Received April 24.) 

(No. 136.) 

(T(!legraphic.) P. Constantinople, April 24,1890,10*30 p.ii. 

IIK. ^^OB•OOKSUL riTZ-lLVUllICE has sent mo several important despatches 

B details of massacres in various places which ho visited, and reporting on tho 
conversions at BiredjiU and elsewhere. Copies will he forwarded home by 
Monday’s post. 

I am having them printed for communication to my colleagues, as I propose to 
invito their co-operation in the question of the forcoil conversions. 


Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received April 27.) 

(No. 301.) 

My Lord, Pera, April 18,1896. 

I HxWK the Iionour to inform your Lordship that I learn from the Ottoman 
Minister for Foreign Affairs that according to reports received from the Vali of Adana, 
the authorities liavn lately seized at Kurd Daghi, and Kharsa and confined in the fort 
of Pias, eight Kurds who arc guilty of outrages. 

I have asked Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Adana whether he has any informa¬ 
tion confirming these reports. 

I have, &C. 

(Signed) Pll ILlP CU RRIB. 


Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.--{Received April 27.) 

(No. 306.) 

Mv Lord, Constantinople, April 19,1896. 

■ wrrn reference to my telegram No. 116 of tho 2Ist March, I have the honour to 
forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which I have received from 
the Acting British Consul at Aleppo giving details of the recent disturbances at 
Killis. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 45. 


Acting Consul Catoni to Sir P. Currie. 

(Confidential.) ^ 

Aleppo, April 2,1896. 

WITH reference to my telegrams of the 21st, 23rd, and 25tti ultimo, reporting 
the disturbances which recently occurred at Killis, I have now the honour to transmit 
to your Excellency tho following details whicli I have gathered from different reliable 
sources. ^ » . 1 

The disturbance seems to have originated in a quarrel between an Armenian and 
a Turk, resulting in a general attack on the Armenians, which lasted twenty-eight hours, 
that is to say, from Friday at about 10 o’clock till Saturday at 2 o’clock. At the time 
of tho outbreak, both the Kaimakam and tho Military Commander, ** Yuz Bashi,” 
were out of tho town; the former had come to Aleppo the day before, and returned to 
his post only after the troubles liad begun 

There were in Killis only two companies of soldiers, and they made no very great 
cflbrt to stop llio plunder. In fact, in many cases they were the chict plunderers. 

Twenty-five persons in all were killed in the town itself, amongst whom an Armeno- 
Cntholic priest named C)llaun^s Vartabet. Some seventy others lost their lives in the 
surrounding viin 7 ards or whilst fleeing for refuge into the town. The majority of the 
dead arc Gregoriaiis; only tlircc or four Catholics having been murdered. 

Several Slahomniedans, among the more noteworthy of whom arc certain, Saleh 
Effendi Zada Assim, Muhluss Eft'endi, and Hadji Mehemet Eflendi, did their best to 
protect the ('Iiriatiaiis and afford them shelter. 


47 


Grave fears, however, are entertained as to the fate of the x\rmenians in tlic neigh¬ 
bouring hamlets, although no details are as yet to hand. 

Subsequent to the disturbance, a mob of Kurds from tho outlying districts hurried 
down to the town, but were prevented from entering, aud were compelled to retire. 
Certain Euroiiean travellers on their way to Alexandretta met hundreds of them retiring 
from Killis empty-handed, and very indignant tliat they had not been allowed a part in 
the plunder. They, however, succeeded in pillaging the so-called Bayran\ Oghlu’s 
Han on the Aleppo-Alexandretta road, which was kept by Armenians. It is also 
reported that the same Kurds proceeded afterwards to Akbiz, with a view to attack tho 
French missionaries there, but they were repulsed by the Mutessarif of Djobcl-Barakat, 
who arrived with a strong escort of zaptiehs just in time to rescue these establishments. 
The whole of the troops sent by the Vali to suppress the riot in Killis, have now been 
dispatched to Kurd Daghi and the principal villages with orders to keep the Kurds in 
check. 

According to latest information, some ten or twelve wounded Armenians arc now 
lying in the Gregorian Church, and although several days have elapsed since the date 
of the disturbance, not a single Christian is to be seen m the streets, nor has a single 
Armenian ventured to open his shop; in fact, a great part of the market is closed. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. CATONI. 


Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of SaU8bury.^{Received April 27.) 

(No. 307.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, April 21,1896. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 226 of the 20th Morel), I have the honour to 
report that the Commission of Control, after having suspended its meetings for a 
considerable time, has again resumed them. 

On the IGth instant Mr. Block and M. Rouet, the French Dragoman, attended tho 
sitting. I inclose a full report by the former of what passed, and of the information 
which was given by the President in i^cply to tho inquiries of the Dragomans. 

Your Lordship will see that some small progress has been made on paper, but 
I regret to add that very few reforms have been put into practical execution. 

There seems to be no reason to complain of the President, Chefik Bey, and the 
members of the Commission are fairly well disposed. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. ‘10. 

Memorandum by Mr. Block. 

I CALLED yesterday upon the Commission of Control. My French colleague, 
M. Rouct, accompanied me. 

Wc went through the reforms. Article by Article, and I have to report the following 
observations 

Article 1. Christian assistants to Valis.—These functionaries have all left for their 
posts, but the Commission is not informed as to their liaving taken up tho duties of their 
uHico. 

I brought to tho notice of the Commission that the Vali of Sivus, Halib Bey, had left 
Sivas for a journey of inspection in tiic province, and liad confided tho duties of Acting 
Vali at Sivus to the Multi. This, I said, was quite irregular; the Christian Mouavin 
NY 08 ut Sivas, and sliould have been intrusted with tlic Vali’s duties. 

The President of the Commission promised to call the attention of the Grand Vizier 
to this irregularity, and to suggest that a Circular should be addressed to the Valis ia 
order that no repetition of the same should occur. 

M. Rouct raised a question of the exequaturs of the Muuavins, and wo were 
informed that ^'Berats” were given to functionaries of this category, who were employes 
of the first class (*‘oula sanaf cvvcl,” corresponding to “Fcrik,” General of Division), and 
to tliosc below that rani; a “ Roous '* was issued, but in neither case was tho exequatur 
publicly read on arrival at their post, us in the case of Valis. 
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Article 2.—No Christian assistants to Mutcssarifs or Kaimakams have been appointed. 
The Commission is, however, in correspondence with Shakir Pasha and the Governors- 
General of the six vilayets, and will let me know their decision shortly. 

Article 3. KaTmnkams.—M. Pouet and I called tlie attention of the Commission to 
the nomination of a Moslem KaimaUnm to Zeitoun. The President at first declined to 
discuss the question, saying that the Kaimakams were chosen hy the Minister of the 
Interior, but after some discussion be consented to draw the attention of the Grtnd Vizier 
to the matter in a special Report. 

1 asked how many Christian Kaimakams had been appointed in the six vilayets, and 
upon the Pi-csidcnt replying that none had yet been named, I urged the Commission very 
strongly to take the matter in Iiand. 

A discussion followed .as to the number of Kaimakams of the Christian faith who 
should be appointed. The Commission seemed to think that ns nothing was said about 
tlic number of non-Moslem KahiiakaaiB in Article 3, the number was thoreforc not fixed, 
and as these ofiicials were lo be chosen by the Minister of the Interior and named by 
Imperial Trade (Article 3), the Commission therefore had nothing to say in the matter. 
I strenuously combated tliis reasoning, pointing out that the essence of the reforms, so 
frequently explained by your RxccUeiicy to the Sultan, was the proportional representation 
of Anneniaiis throughout all branchcB of the Administration, and I pointed out further 
tlint Article was explicit on the point, and clearly referred to Kaimakams, as well as 
police and gcndanucrie. (The printed French text is not so clear, but, fortunately, the 
Tuihish text .ndmits of no doubt.) 

Finally, the Commis.sion decided to make a Report to the Gmud Vizier asking for the 
appointment of Christian Kaimakams. 

In the six vilayets there arc ninety cazas, and a proportion of these should bo 
governed by non-Moslem Kaimakams. 

It might be advisable to olilnin the support of the Russian Kmbassy on this point, ns 
well as on the question of Christian Mutcssarifs, which I maintained were also provided 
for by the Schedule. 

Article G.—The President informed me that instructions had been sent to the various 
administrative centres on the subject of the Councils of sandjaks and cazas. Tlicy have 
not yet elicited any reply, and the President said he would again send instructions. 

Articles 7-lG. **Nahids.V—This question is still under consideration, and the 
President is awaiting replies to.thc Circular sent asking for inlormation. 

Articles 17, 18. Justice.—The President stated that the Minister of Justice had been 
pressed to draw up Regulations with regard to the Council of Ancients and Juges 
do Paix. 

Article I Q.—No reports have yet been received from the Judicial Inspectors, who 
were lo report every three months. The Inspectors arc all said to be at work. 

I pointed out that a crying nbuso a*as the state of the prisons, and tlmt instructions 
sbould be sent to the Inspectors lo see tlmt the prisoners were not detained without fair 
tri ll. Her Majesty’s Rmbassy had numerous reports tlmt Armenians were imprisoned for 
months without trial. The President said he would write to the Grand Vizier on the 
subject. 

Articles 20, 21.—The police at Krzeroum will be organized as follows:— 


i 
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Commissioner. . 

1 
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The police at Sivas, us follows 



I It Cliiu 
CummiuioDcr. 

2Dd CInM 
Commiuioner. 

3nl Class 
Commisiioner. 

Agents. 

Total. 

Mi>4em .. 

1 

0 

32 

60 
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In this vilayet the number of non-Moslems is not yet fixed; it will be in the 
proportion of 18 per cent., and orders have been sent to tliis effect. 

No repoit has been received as to whether these men are yet efficient. They exist, 
as yet, only on paper. 

Articles 22, 28. Gendarmerie.—The numbers have been fi.ved, but there have been 
difficulties in finding Armenians willing to serve. The President has given further 
instructiuiis to tlic Valis. 

Article 24. “ Gardes Clmmpf'lrcs.”—Left until the ** Naliid ” organization is com¬ 
pleted. 

Articles 25, 26. “ Prisons ct Comitd d’Enqufite Preliminoire.”—Roth M. Rouct and 
myself spoke strongly on this subject, and the Commission will request the Grand Vizier 
to send furlher instructions lo Judicial Inspectors. 

Article 27. Coiitrfilc des Kurdes.”—This most imi>ortant point, I said, had been 
entirely neglected. The President admitted it, but said it could only be done by degrees. 
As to the “ port d’nrmcs,” the Commission thinks a new Regulation for the provinces 
must be drawn up. 

1 said thill, as regards Arlicle 28 (‘*Cavuloric Hamidie), Her Majesty’s Embassy had 
reports showing that the Kurds still wore their uniform and liadgcs (in the Vilayet of 
Sivas, for insUmc'c), and ns long as these men could murder and pillage with impunity, 
relying on tlicir unifonns to resist successfully the autlioritics, and nmiiitaining that they 
were not amenable to the ordinary Courts of Justice, and i*ecogiuzed no authority but that 
of Zukki Pasha, Commandant of the IVtli Army Coi-ps, miles and miles away, there was 
no hope of restoring and maintaining order, or of protecting the defenceless villager who 
crossed their path. 

'I'hc President said that Regulations had been drawn up, and tlie Yulis had been 
instructed to carry out the provisions of this Arlicle. Further instructions would now be 
sent boll) to Vnlis and judicial authorities. 

Article 29. ^'Titres de Propri4tt^”—Not touclicd upon. 

Article 30. “Perception des impGts.” — The President said the question was 
receiving careful consideration, but until a special body of collectors was organized, the 
nutliorities were obliged lo use tlic police and gendarmerie to collect taxes. Mo Iiopcd 
this matter would soon be settled. 

.^l•liclc31. “ Dimes.”—Tliis question is also being taken in band. 

1. The assistant to Shakir Pasha lias at last left foi' his post. 

2. M. Rouct and I decided not to go into the question of tlie amnesty until we had 
more complete information, though we mentioned that in some cases llis Majesty's pardon 
hud remained a dead letter. 

3. “ Rentr^e des dnugrds.” 

4. AVc pointed out tlmt the refoDus must be applied to Zeitoun uinl Ilajjin. 

To conclude, I found tlic Commission was doing its best under difficult circumstances, 
thougi) the result is very small. I have sliown in previous Reporls how the members, 
though willing and assiduous, arc hampered by being unpaid, and employed in various 
Ministries in addition to their duties as members of the Commission. The want of 
autiiority, and the natural dislike of the 1'ui-kish official to take any initiative or assume 
any responsibility, arc unfortunately obstacles to any real work being done with dispatch, 
and render it necessary that constant pressure sliould be applied. 

(Signed) ADAM BLOCK. 

April 17,1890. 


No. 47. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received April 27.) 


(No, 308.) 

My Lofd. Peru, April 21, 1890. 

ON the 2l8t ultimo a Commission was dispatched from Diarbekir lo the villages of 
that district to recover Cbistiau women and girls who had been abducted. 

On the 8rd instant, Mr. Hallward addressed to me a telegram, paraplmsc of which I 
now have the honour to inclose, stating that out of the large number of women and 
children in the hands of the Kurds, the Commission had siiccoeded in recovering only 
four. 
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I instructed Mr. Block to bring this telegram of Mr. Hallward's to the notice of 
tlic Minister for Foreign Affairs and to remind his Excellency that I had both the 
Sultan’s word and his own declaration that no decision confirming the conversions should 
be arrived at until a means of restoring confidence had been found; but the Vali of 
Diarbckir seemed to consider himself authorized to disregard the orders of both the 
Palace and the Porte. 

Mr. Block further pointed out the absurdity of sending an incompetent Commission, 
which out of more than 100 abducted women and children had only brought back four. 

Tewfik Pasha accordingly sent a telegram to the Vali of Diarbekir asking for an 
explanation of Mr. Hallward’s statements, and I now have the honour to transmit here¬ 
with a precis of a telegram received at the Porto in reply, alleging tlint the conversions 
arc in all cases voluntary, and that force cannot be used to induce the converts to return 
to Christianity. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 47. 

Vice-Consul Hallward lo Sir P. Currie. 

(Telegranliic.) P. Dtarbekir, April 3, 1896. 

TUB (‘omniission, which left on the Slst ultimo with the object of recovering 
abducted women and children in the villages ii» this district, has returned here bringing 
with them only one woman, one small girl, and two boys, of whom the woman and gin 
declared thcuiBcIvcs Mussulman and the boys Christian. 

This leaves more than 100 in the hands of the Kurds in this district. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 47. 

Precis of Telegram received from the Vali of Diarbekir, 

IN^ reply to inquiries from the Grand Vizier, tlie Vali of Diarbckir has replied that 
all possible etforts liad been made to restore to their homes or spiritual authorities 
women who had been dispersed in various places during the disturbances. Many of 
these, however, persist in remaining Mussulmans, and refuse to return to the Christian 
faith. They have not yet been officially recognized as Mussulmans, but cannot bo com¬ 
pelled by force to return to their former religion. Thus, recently, when the Syrian 
Catholic Bishop and the Armenian Meiro|K>litan happened to be at the konak, a number 
of such women were called up and unofficially interrogated in the presence of the two 
priests. In spite of all promises and assurances, they persisted in their desire to remain 
M^sulmans, and the Bishop and Metropolitan were satisfied that this was the case. 
With regard to one of them, a Syrian Catholic girl of 12 or 13 years of ago, the Bishop 
requested that her statements should not be taken into account, but she proved that 
she had obtained puberty, and definitely declined to go to the church. The Vali 
explained to the Bishop that there was no desire to make Mussulmans of such persons, 
and that no official recognition having taken place, they could at anytime return to their 
oTiginal faith, but at present it was impossible to force them to do so when (hey freely 
and publicly refused to do so, especially at times like these, when the excitement had 
so lately subsided. No other warning was given to the Bishop. While recognizing the 
impossibility of compelling these jiew converts to return to their Church by main force, 
tbc >nh assures the Grand Vizier that his Mighnes-s’orders will be carried out, and 
everything done to plcn.se both the ecclesiastical and the Consular authorities. 
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No. 48. 

Sir P. Currie lo the hfarquess of Salisbury.-^{Received April 27.) 


(No. 311.) 

My Lord, Pera, April 21,18D6. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith translation of an article 
in the “Tarik" announcing the discovery of an alleged Armenian Revolutionary 
Association. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 48. 

Extract from the “ Tarik ” of April 17,1890. 

(Translation.) 

AN official ** Communiqud ” states that the police have discovered an Armenian 
Committee, whose chief object was to obtain money from respectable Armenians by 
sending them threatening letters. Seven persons have been arrested and confessed their 
crime, acknowledging that the revolutionary seal which they affixed to their letters had 
been engraved for them by a foreign subject named Koloucli, of Koulc Kapou, who has 
also been arrested. These individuals will be tried and duly sentenced in accordance 
with law. 


No. 49, 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.^{Received April 27.) 


(No. 313.) 

My Lord, Pera^ April 21,1890. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith a copy, which I have received from the 
Russian Ambassador, of a ^Report by tbo Russian Consul at Aleppo on the recent 
incidents at Zeitoun. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) PHII.IP CURRIE. 


Inclosurc in No. 49. 


The Russian Cojisul at Aleppo to M. de N/lidow. 


CONFORMEMENT aux ordres devotro Excellence je suis 
le 3 Janvier dernier avee leg Consuls d’Anglctcrre et d’ltalic ct 
de France. 


Le 26 FVvrier, 1896, 
>arti d’AIep pour Marache 
lo Soerdtairo du Consulat 


I-a vcille de mou ddpart j’ai rc^u, en ma qualitd de doyen du Corps Consulairo, une 
icttra du Consul d’AHemagne qui rn’infurmait qii’i la suite d'une entente entre les Ainbos. 
sadeura d Italic et d’Alleniagne A Constantinople, il noiiiinait Ic Consul d’ltalic sou ddldgud 
dans la Commission Consulairo h Maruchc. Le Consul dLYutriche-Hongric m’avait cn 
memc tcmp.s ddclurd quo I'Ambassudeur d’Autrichc-Ilongrie Constantinople lui avait 
ConsuTd’lur '*** s’exposer d co pdniblu voyage et de charger de sea pouvoira lo mfimo 

®vait certaiiiemcnt dcs raisons suffisantes pour mettre cn 
avnnt les difficuUds du trajet d’AI<m d Marache cn supposant quu Muraebe scrait le but du 
voyage de son Consul. Mais les difficultds du voyage do .Marache d Zeitoun sc soiittrouvdcs 
infinimcnt plus considdrablcs encore. 

’ parlant ce n’est tiu’en dtd qu’il existe nne route eiitrc Alep ct Muracho 

c cst.a«dire, alors qu’on pout non pas suivre un cliernin, miiis Hculenient aller dans la 
(iircction d un endroit d un autre, cc quo font uu general les caravanes et mdmo les voitures. 








mais cca dcrnUies ju.ciu’J. Ainlal. sai.leiuent at ccla avcc bcaucoui) dc difficulty ct do 

En liivcr ct M.rtout au niois dc Janvier ia route d’Alcp il Maraehe n’est qu’un marais 
contiuu a uciae ,aalical,!e ct il cst n&essaii-e d’avoir des guides expdTimen ds pour 
arriver ii Maraehe sain el sauf. 11 faut ajouter ipie I'liiver dernier avail did cxeeptioniielle- 
iiiciit fioid, pluvieux, el iieigeux non sciilcinent a Maraclie et i '"“P- 

l.e 1! Janvier je siiis parti avee tons iiics colldgiics do Marnc ie pour Zdiloun oil ]e 
Ruis arrivd le 10 iiiaU avcc inon colleguc Anglais soul. U Consul d Italic ct Ic Secrdtairc 
(lu C’onsulat do France no snnt in(Mno pas arriv<5s a la preniiorc station ct sent tons left deux 
retournds a Maraehe. 1 c premier iii’n inforiiid par line lettre “ qu il no pouvait arriyer 1 
/ditnuii ni en Talilarvaii, ni i\ cheval, ni I'l pied ct qu’il amt 1 intention dc demander 1 
l'.\nilms-ndc d’llalic a foiistaiitiimple la permission d’cxerccr jl Maraehe ct non pas it Zeitoun 

lii inodiution ontre k'S rMmiJOtonlinircsTurcs et les Zciitounlis, • • 

Je lie sais ims prdcisdmenl ce qni a amend le Consul d Italic A modihcr la decision 
(iiril i vail prise iiiais il arriva trois join's apre.s il Zdiloun ou plutdt il y fut apportd par 
, uar..iit.. p.nt.'iirs dans m. a,ipareil fait expres pour liii il Maraehe et -I- «"«“<>'“• 

I c- eenx eiilds du sentier mmilngneiix allant dans Ics neigcs de .Maraehe a Zditoun 
dlaieni '■n'l iid. du eadavres gelds de niulet.s et do chevaux, car pendant deux mois on 
ainenait''niui el jour de .Mimiehe des vivre.s pour IcR troupes envoydcscoiltre Zditoun. Mais 
Riir la rmilu du camp Tiire h la villc de Zditoun shilTrait uii spectacle plus pdiiiblcet plus 
rdvo’lant • lii ''isal. nt des cadavies de Ohrdtieiis puur la pliipart ddmides qui furciit d aillcurs 
bieiiif.l en.se "elis .'iiiee ii rmiloiisatioii dmiiidc aux Zditoiinlis pur Ic Coniiimndnnt des 
troupes. Avee iiIi froiii de 18 ilegrds il y cut uii ourngnii terrible qui renvcrsait memo 
Ics dievi'uix. On r.ssiuftit que co jour mGnic un gendarme avcc son choval fut jete par 

lies pourparler.s furciit iniiiiddiateiiieiit eiitamds avoc Ics chefs de la coniinunautd 
Armdiiicnne de /.ulouii. Voire Excellence ii eu coniiaissance on son Icnips du coure 
siiceessif de ees ,,ourpailer.s el du lelir rdsullut filial par les telegrammes colleclifs cxpedids 

aux Amhassadc's ilConstaiilinople. , r p i i 

II e-t inutile d’exposer ipie les exigences ct les prdtctitioiis foriiiuldcs dahord par es 
Zeitomilis dtaieiit exorhitaiites eoiiime dtendue cl coniine quantitd ct no s accordiuent nulle- 
iiiciil nvee les instrnelions doiit nous dlioiis ninnies. 11 a fallu de grands eiroits pour 
eoiivaiiiere les sNrindiiieiis et leur cxpliqucr (pie nous n’dlioiis jias envoyds pour decider la 
niiestioii Ariiidiiiemie ni dans le |■uml ni duns la forme ; ([ue le hut dc iiotre mission ii etait 
lias politiinie mais purement huimmitairc. Eiiliii les conditions proposdc.s dc leur sou- 
mission ail Coiiiernemeiit 'lure et .pie votre Excellence coiinait, furciit aceeptdes ct 
si-iidcs par Ic^ chefs de la comniuiiautd de Zditoun et iiiir le “ liaron-.Agassi lui-ineaie. 

" Cet A'-assi esl mi Armdnieii hloml (run cxldrieur iisscz syiiipatliKiue, ftge du 25 ans, 
iiivdiiilemcnt iuscni’u I’cnthousiasme, (Idvoiid (i I'idde Arnidiiicimc, inuiiihre du Coniitd 
Arindnien llmilehakiste de l.oii.lres, brave, excellent tircur, qui a su nispirer .le la 
cunfiaiiee : ox Zeitnuiilis eoimiie piiliiote pi'dl ii muurir pour la putric. 11 a dlccn Euiope 
et il pent parler el derirc le Ernii?ais el le Tiirc. . . , ... 

Sou extdiieiir et son iige n’oiit pas jiistilie les suppositions des nllicicrs lures ct 
d’l'idheiii I’aeha lul-minie, ipii su le rcprdsentaiciit coimiio un lionimc d im certain age, 
il'mie taille iiiniiense, avee uiic giaiide iiioiibtachc et uii regard terrible. Cette dermere 
parlicuhiritd so;iposde a, d’aillem-s, quclquc fomlemeiil. Ee regard d’Agassi, ordiiiaireiiioiil 
plut^jt (louN, I'icvicnl, noil p:i*> tcnililc, nmis ouvcrtcinriit imSprisaiit, dos qu il rencontre le 

rcearil (Vun otliclir'rurc qucleonqiie. * - . , m 

Us mixiliiiln s dans la luttc avee Ics Turcs out etc deux Armeniens dc 2-1 ans qui 
narient I’Anglais ct iiui ont probablcincnt etc en Anglcterrc ou en Aindrique. Son 
IroisUnic coinpagnon fut tud a Tattaque dc Firni/. par Ics lures. A ce tpi il dit, la inort 
d(; ec llunlchakiftlc a considcrablcmcnt facilitc aux lroui>cs la prise de rirniz, car Ics 

comlmtlants restes suns chef, sc rdfugidrent ii Zditoun. 

A la suite de I’ucceptation des conditions de la Povlc par les Zeitounns, le naron- 
Airassi” avcc ses deux auxiliaircs, un Armcnicn de Smyrne et uu Arindnien d Alep, lurent 
cxnddidft a Mersine sous Fcscortc de (rente solduts ct du Youzbaebi Mclimed ocy pour 
iiU'ii ciubarqucs sur le premier bateau sc rendant cn Kuropc. lU durent iwrtir de Zditoun 
pour I’cxil accoiupngnds du Drogman ct du cuvass du Consultul d’Anglcterre a Alep. Le 

Consul d’llalie uvait uussi cnvo\d son cuvass. . . o /• » 

A mon arrivdc h Zditoun <piutie jours uvant mon colldgue Fran^ais, Ic Supdneur du 
Convent Cutholicpie ddtruit du Yenidjc Kali s’est adressd h moi en me priant dc lui oblcmr 
du Commandant des truupe.ft la pri tuission de se rendre Maraehe. 11 ddclara, qu apriJS 
avoir vu un dca prclrcs assassiiid par des soldnts envoyes pour jirotdgcr le couveiit, il 
frVtait rdfugid avee un autre pretre, un novice, ct le moiti’C d’dcole dans les muntagnes ou 


ils se cachdrent tons pendant trois jours. Cbassds par la faim ils atteignerent Zditoun ah 
ils furent reeus ainsi que d’nutres Chrdtiens (jui chcrclmient un refuge contre les persdeu* 
tions des Musulmans. Kdhem Paeba leur fournit immddiatcmcnt des chevaux, des vivres, 
cl ciuelnues imbits ct ils furent tons cxpedids sous escorte dans !e Convent Catholique de 
Maracbc ou ils nrrivdrcnt beurcusement deux joui*5> aprds. Ils dtaient tous dc nationalitc 
Espaguoic. 

L’iiisurrection ii Zifitoun commen^a le 17 Octobre cle I'anndc dcrmerc, quatre jours 
oprds les premiers ddsordres dc Maraehe. Armdniens dc Zditoun n’admcttent mdme 
pas riddc dc leur rdsistance au Oouverncment Turc. Ils invoquciit lu danger qui les 
menacait de la ])nrt dc la population Musulmnnc tpii massaci-ait les Chrdtiens dans Ic 
Sandjak de Maraehe. C’cst cc danger qui les a obliges it sc ddfendre, Ics annes h la main, 
contre Ics troupes qui sont venues it Zditoun avee unc foulc dc Kurdes et de Circassiens ct 
un rniiuissis dc elicrcheurs d’occasioiis favornbles pour le vol ct le pillage. On cslime h 
30,000 le nombre des Bachi-Bouzouks qui sc trouvaient dans le camp Turc ct qui n’en 
furent ehassds que pen dc tcnqis avuut I’arrivec d’Alep des Consuls. 

1x8 Zcj'tounlis nttaqudrent tout (Fal)ord les casernes qui se trouvaient sur unc didvation 
a r> kiloin. de la ville. I^a garnison assidgde, forte de 330 homines, aprds trois jom.ft 
de re.sistanct, sc renclit aux Zd'itounlis, avee le Lieutenant-Colonel, les ofiiciers, ct le 
Caimacam. A la levee du sidge de Zdiloun il nc reviut au cainn 'Pure que cinqunntc-sept 
soldats piisoniiici-s, le Lieutenant-Colonel, le Youz-Pachi, Ic Mulazim, ct Ic Caimaciim lul- 
mdmo, administmtciir modele, un monstre au physhpic ct un idiot au moral, f-ics autres 
prisininiers de guerre ont, paratl-il, etd assassincs par 000 I’cmmcs ct les I'uyurds. Pendant 
Pabsence des Zditounlis (|ui se battuici-t bors de la villc avee Ics troupes, Ics i)risonnier8 
ont inis Ic feu aux maisons, ii lu suite de <iuoi, au dire des Armdniens dc Zditoun, ils 
furent massacres. 

A la re'ceplion it Alep de lu nouvcllc dc PinsuiTcction a Zditoun, on convoqua 
immddiatement nnze bataillons dc Uedifs ct on les expddia avcc dix canons dc montngne, 
sous les ordres de Moustaplia Bamzi Pacha, i .Maraehe. En ineme temps Ali Nouhsin 
Bey, C olonel des Kddifs h Adana, re^ul Tordre dc Constantinople dc convoquer les Uddifs- 
Moukadam uu Vilayet d'Adana ct de se diriger immddiatement vers Zditoun. Cinq jours 
ajni's un vegiincnt dc Kddifs fut concentre il Missis, mais on nc trouva qu’un millier dc 
fusils dans Ics mngasins dc ix'scrvc. Ali Bey ayant deimmdd qu'un lui envoie des fusils, le 
Ministere de la Guerre lui rdpondil cn lui ordoiinaiit dc se porter en avaiil vers Zditoun et 
cn lui prumettant d'y envoyer Ics armes (|ui faisaient ddlaut. 

S’dlant mis eu luarche par la voio de Kars-Bazar, Ali Bey reeruta prds »lc 5,000 
voloiittiircs, ou, d’aprds .sa propre exjiression plus cxacte, de Bachi-Bouzouks, parmi 
les Circjtssicii' Tedjerlis et Kava-Suuyoulis, et arriva par h s ddlllds d’Ouzoun-Vtiila et de 
Guelincderd, sur le plateau cle Firniz, il trois heures dc Zeitoun, oh il uttendit pendant 
doiize joins I’cnvui (le fusils dc Bolauilv ft de Maraehe. Apics onze joins de ictsistance, 
il put sVmparer de Firniz avcc I’anlc de dcu.x bataillons cuvoyes de Laltaquie el J’lmc 
qiumlUe do Bachi-Bouzouks. 11 pretend n’y avoir fait prisouniers que 422 habitants qu*il 
expddia aims memo ii .Mai-aclic. 

Mais, d'apii’S le.s rcnseigncincnts recucilH.s par moi, dix-buifc villages ont did detruits 
dons le Caza de Firniz, 610 maisons ont eld incendiees, ct prds de 4,000 Ciirdiiens 
desarmds, boniiucs < t iemmes, ont die massacres dc sang-froid ; 200 Armdniens seuicim at 
out trouve un refuge ii Zditoun. D’apres le tdmoignage du Supdrieiir du Convent Cutlm- 
iique de Ycnidje-Kuld, le.s soldats et les Baclii-Bouzouks ont commis sur les feuime-> el les 
ciifaiits des eruaulds ct des violences ‘Miidescnptibles,'* “ inexprimablcs,'* et mdme 
nnpj'ofdrubles.” la's Bachi-Bouzouks out emmend avcc eux plus de 1,000 beaux gan;ons 
ct lilies. L’dglise Armdniennc fut briMec par les Musulmans avcc les Chrdtiens qui s\v 
dtaient enfernids. Voilli pouixjuoi les Cliefs de la cummuimutu dc Ze'ituuu ont exigd de la 
1 orte lu punilion exemplairc du Colonel Ali Bey. Au lieu d’unc puiiillon cxemplaire, le 
(muvetncnient 'rure I'a recompense par Ic grade ilu General de Brigade, 

Be I'iriiiz, Ali Bey se dirigea vers Zditoun pour se juindre aux bataillons commaudds 
pur Moustupha Kamzi Pacha, lequel, quoique ayaiit rdussi ii repuusser les Zditounli> 
jusqu a lu ville, avuit perdu plus do 550 soldats et pres dc 10,000 Baelil-Bouzouks, 
qu on met toujours en pi'cmidro ligne. 

i> ^Guerre, mdeontent dc la nmnidre d’agir Icntc ct ineflicace de Mous- 
topua lacha, s empressa dc le remplacer par le Fdrik du Nizam d’Alep,Editem I^aclui, qui 
rc 9 ut I ordre de se rendre immddiatement ii Zditoun poqr prendre le commuiulcmcnt de 
toutes Ics troupes qui s’y tmuvaiem campdes. 

j “T dernier, Edheni Puelia rc^ut du Sultan I'ordrc d’undantir Zditoun 

ans Ics vmgt-quatie hcurcs, n’importc au prix de qucllcs pertes et de quels saciificcs, les 
uissances dtrangdres ayant I’intcntion d’intervenir dans coltc affaire. 
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nuit m6mo on fit des preparal.fs ur^ntre 

inDtiii, nmis h l-4tonncn«nt g^n^rnl, on rc?ut, 1 2 heures et demie .“rivfe 

ordre do la Porte de suspendre lea l.ostilitds contre la ville assidg&. f 
dcs Consuls de Russic et d’Angleterro, ddsign^s comme inddiateurs pour les nd^oemtions 
entre les Zdltounlis et les Pldnipotentiaires du Gouvernement Turoues 

Avant I’insnrreetion.le Caza de Zditounse composmt, d apriis I'*- ^tat stiqucs l urques. 
de vingt-deux villages; on y comptait 17,031 habitonts, 9,353 homnies et 7,678 fomnias. 

8 483 ®ASiensl.r4or!ens, 489 Armdniens Catholiques, Pto es an s, t 7, 
Musulnians. U chiffre indiqufi no pent pas 6tre estimd tout b fait eo reel • P 
considdratile en rdalitd; ce qui n’a pas. d’ai leurs, de grande anea dans le cas pr^^^^^^ 

Si I’on d^duit du cliifTre total 150 Zditounlis tu^s dans les rencontre, « les rou^s, 800 
niorts de blessures et de maladies, et jusqu’i 4 /.M massaerds par le, es Baclu 

Rouzouks, la population Chrdlienne du Caza de Zdltoun sc trouve dimmudc de deux tiers 

Wrrelion' de Zditoun a durd soixante-six joiii-s II n’y eut sous les armes quo 
2.000 bonimes, qui tiraient toujours de derridre des rocliers ou f 
V vres nc manquaient pas, car on avait fait de grands approvisionncmcnts do bid de Kirniz, 
maU les mSoiis se' sont trouvdes 6tm insnffisantes; on se proeurait de la poudre des 

bomb^^qm navamntj^^^^ Zdltounlis, on aurait lancd ni 

3,000 bomlics, dont 200 seuleiiient ont delatd, ear cdtaicnt des boinbcs “Pf 'j®® 

casernes el les niaisons oil se ddfendaient les insiirgds n dtaiciit pas on picrre, niais cn terre 

^'^'^VparnM fusils Martini cnlevds i\ In garnison qui s’dtait ronduc, it n’y avail que six 
carabiiie^s apporldea d’Aiigleterre; la plupart des Zdltounlis dtaicnt arinds de simples fusils 

de pacification. ICO fusils seulemeiit furent remis coininc armes de guerre par 

lc8 chcl’s Zuitouijlis i Edliein Pacha. . . , ^ c i i,. . nine /!<» 

n V eut iusau’h 16,000 Chretiens qui chcrch^rent uu refuge duns la viUc, plus Ue 
4,000 (Ventre eiix pdrirent de froid et do maladies dans les conditions liygieniqucs plus 

ddfavorablea, Zditiuii ayant toujours dtd considdrde comme la P'"" ju 

la Tur(|uie iiiemc avco sa population ordinaire, sans compter les 16,000 Clirotiens venus Ou 

Pour cc qui est dcs seize bataillons disposes autour do Zeitoun. C’est il peine sbls 
n’etaient pas dans uii etat encore plus pdnible el plus ddsastreux. camp dra Rddils, 
expddidssans vdlements eliauds et sans bonnes ohaussures, ayant faiUo pnreours d Alep 
ou d’Adunu fi Zdltoun jusqii’aux genoux dans la boue ou dans la ncigc avoc ml froui (le 
10 degrds en moyeiiiic et obligds do demenrer d’abord sans tentes du tout et ensmte dans 
do mauvaises tentes sans uiie(iiuiiititdsiinisnntede chaufTage; ce camp,composC d ofliciem 
et de soldats iioireis par le froid et couvcrls de sine, resscnibliut plutfit it un campcnient de 
15()li(;niicns comme on en voit souvenl cn Turquic, iiu’il iin bivouac de troupes qui se 
trouvaienl eliez soi, n’titant ineiiic pas sorties du vilayet. , •, 

On sail que les bataillons dcs IWdifs ii’ont pas tons le tn6me iioinbre d liomines; il y 
a des bataillons de 1,200 soldats, niuis il y cn a aussi (lui ii’en ont mfiiiie pas 700. Il n y 
avait pas d’liftpitiil au camp ; les iiialadcs dtaioiit exp(!dies il Marche oti Ion avail installd 
nil liftnital pour 300 lionimcs. Au dire du Mi5dccin-cn-clief de 1 llOpital do Maraclie, on 
amcnait tons les jours de Zd'itouu jiis(|u’il tteiitc iiialiides, pour la plupart avec les mams 

ou les piedsgoliis: 1,789 sont niorts de blessures ctdc maladies. 

Si Poll aiouto encore 4,100 liomuics tmSs dans dilTiireiits combats d aprCs 1 aftirmaUon 
des Z(<itounlis et prCs de 300 dCserteum, le chiffre de 16,000 boiiiincs cxpdduis au ddbut 
de I’insurrcetioii se trouvera dimiiiud de la uioiti(i au nioiiis. 

Dans CCS cireonstanees, si pcSnibles et si ddfavorablcs sous tons les rupjiorts, I annonce 
dc la suspension dcs liostilit^s d’abord, et I’acceptation par les chefs de Piiisurrcetion des 
conditions do leur soumissioii au Gouvernemeiil Turc ensuitc, ont 6U reijus avec une Cgale 
joie par les assitigCs aussi bieii que par les assidgeants, par les Arin(iniens dc Zifitoun et par 
les fJlirdticns qui y iivaieiit cliorclid refu^je, par les soldats et les ofiiciers sans oxcepter le 
Coiinnandant-en-clief Ini-inCme, qui fut rccompcnsd par le grade do Muchir. 
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No, 50. 


Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisburq.—{Received April 87.) 


(No. 316.) 

V’w’.src .1 1 , c T , Pera.Aprim.im. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that, oiving to the strong represcutsv- 
tions of the French Embns.sy, the Porte has sent a Commission to Yonidje Kal(S to 
inquire into the miu-dcr of Pure Salvatore, Superior of the monastic establishments at 
Tenidje Kald; the circumstances of the outrage are described in Mr. Bamham’s 
despatch No. 3, which formed the iiiclosure in my despatch to your Lordship No. 81 of 
the 1st February, and this_nccount is corroborated by a report received from the French 
Consular Agent now in Zeitoun. 

M. de A’ialar, the Military Attacln! to the French Embassy, accompanied the Com. 
mission, which is composed of two military men and two judicial functionaries, none of 
whom are men of any standing. 

The Italian Consul at Aleppo will also join the Commission, and an official from 
the French Consulate in that town, M. do Vialar, and the Turkish functionaries have 
already loft Alexandrotta for Marash. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


No. 61. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisburi/.—(Received April 27.) 


(No. 310.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, April 22, 1896. 

I H.AVL the Imnoiir to forward to your Lordship herewith copies of two despatches 
which I have rocoived from the Acting British Consul at Erzeroum reporting a 
recrudescence of Kurdish lawlessness round Mousli. 

1 have. Sec. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Iiiclosure 1 in No. 61. 

Consul Cumberbulch to Sir P. Currie. 

I II AVI' .1 1 A , . Rrseroum, April 7, 1806. 

vi, f' , XA I'e'-ewith copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s 

(V KurtolMa^vles^nm.™ ^^^^deLe/ce 

ih«t •“ ‘1"; Clinh^chour incident, I beg to slate that the Kainiakam of 

hat place was suspended from oflico immediately after the occurrence, and an inquiry 
into his conduct is being held. , o u,i ..iquiry 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. A. CUMBERBATCH. 


Iiiclosure 2 in No. 61. 

Vice-Consul Humpson to Consul Cumberbatch. 

JSir, 

I liPflRW'r ♦ V 4 ai a tg , Moush. March 23, 18&0. 

'lie Talori dist ei ‘“■® """O'"* Jirections. In 

■ nrrviniA Siwou'i have entirely pillaged the village of Siiagank, 

'riicy aL atlaekmf ® If ■’ l>f'’»'‘leil from relief funds. 

I’sank district to K. “ -li "'^""enians from Talori who had boon to the 

tlireaten to n iL otf™''-!!"*'' ‘''*7 They 

(caion to pillage other villnge.s, Hitenk, Agpik, Sec. 
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In linlnnink n few nighU ego. Kurds enlcrcd »n Armci.mn 
Hosli-gcldj nnd killed two men and two women; and kotl. m tliat d.atriet 
Malasgird lliej are roldring, carrying off girls, &c. .f 

I liave brou'dit these matters to the notice of the Jlutcssarif. 

With reference to my despatch of the 2iid March, I have ohtained hy special 
messenger details of the afLr in Chahakchour which confirms the information given in 

that dcBiiatch, the iiuniher of victims heing, Lev'to dnv 

I had the honour to telegraph ns above to Her Majesty s Embassy to-day. 

1 have, 8;c. 

(Signed) CHARLES S. IIAMPSON. 


No. D2. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marijucss of Salisbunj.—(JleceimI April 27.) 


M ^'l^i-d'^ Coiistaatinop/e, April 22, 1890. 

^ MIAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith a copy of a dc^atch 
which I have received froiii Her Majc.dy's Vicc-Coiisiil at Van, reporting a raid by Kurds 
on SONIC villages near there. 

" I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRiE. 


Inclosurc in No. 52. 
rjfP-Conyn^ Williams to Sir P. Currit. 


g. Ton, April 1, 1S96. 

1 llAV'E the honour to report that three villages, about four hours froin here, were 
attacked bv Kurds of the Rhemsiki Sept during Sunday and Monday. Twcnty-fivc men 
were killed' and some wounded. Last nigbt it was reported that another village hud been 

raided, lint no reliable details are yet to hand. v,..„.i„v i 

Iinnicdiatclv on the news being received a force of police was sent out. Ytsterday I 
went to see Oencral Saad-cd-irm I’aslia, the Inspector of Reforms, and pointed out 
to him that among the kilhsl were live men who had returned to their village on Ins 
assurance of safet? given in the Consulate, lie wins, as always, most friendly iind said 
that he was their guarantee, nnd that he was starlnig in the morning to deal with tin 

Kurds lie lias now left with one battalion and a squadron of caval^. 

1 have for some time been oceuiiicd, in coiijimction with the Government, with tlie 
question of returning ns many of the villagers as possible to their hoiuc.s, and a large 

nuiubcr l»«\vc iiccn scnl back. ^ i »si* i mi 

Sau(l*e(]‘Din Paslm snw n number of rcpvcscnlatives from the more uoubtful villages 
wilh me. He told tliosc bo mlvii^cd to return, tlmt if the Kurds did niiythnig be wouU go 
biniKclf: nnd it is most satisluctorv In (ind tlmt be is a iimii of bis word, i may add that 
the Armenian Bishop came to tlmnk me for my efforts to induce the people to return to 

their r^.^puHsible odicials to restore order to this district, hut 1 

bone and believe that we are now ill a fair way to a hetter suite of Uihigs. 

The Pasha’s action in going out himself will have the best clfect on the Kinds. It 

has ulrendy had the result of restoiing coiifideiice in the city. , ,, , 

May I venture to hope tlmt your E.veelleiicy will bring to the notice of lIis Imperial 
Maicstv tlic Sultan tlic services of Nazim I’uslm, Hie V'uli here, lie saved the town in 
Novcm'ber, and 1ms been unceasing in bis efforts for tile welfare of the Chnstiaii 

I have, See. 

(Signed) w. H. WILLIAMS. 
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No. 63. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Heceived April 27.) 


(No. 318.) 

My I^rd Constantinople, April 22, ISm. 

I HAVE the boiiour to foward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch whioli 
1 have received from the Acting British Consul at Angora, reporting on a case of burglary 
there, for winch five Armenians, one named Arlin Emmi, and a Turk are under arrest 
The local aullioritics arc now trying to give a political comiilexion to tlic crime. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosurc in No. 53. 

Acting Consul Richards to Sir P. Currie. 

Sir 

,» 1 Afigoray April 13* 180G. 

I IIA\ L Uip lionour to report to your Excellency on an incident which wcuned 
here .ibmit a montli ago, of which however the circmuhtanccs appeared at tlie time to be 
of such 1111 ordmary everyday charnctoi- that 1 did not considee that they merited any 
spcci.il ollicial mention. Lately, however, there would appear to bo every probability iif 
11 gross miscarriage of justice m coimectioii with this ease, so tlmt I deem it to beLiy 
duty to bring the imiller to your hixcelicncy’a notice. ^ 

On tlie moninig of the I5lb ultimo, being the Ist day of Bairem, an Armenian of the 
oTu An. '"'P'xyetl as night wateinnan in a warcliouso belonging 

to an Armen an ineroliant of tins town, was found lying deail by the side of the safe to 
force open wlneli it was very evident that tbo most stroiiiious ellbits liad been ni ido 

':«!? t?L'Tl"e 1 . . i"':‘r"'‘ ‘l>e "at nnoo,^on 

aUc i nt ne ,1 P I ' '1* ^. ‘''® P«'‘ii.ses was killed while 

attciiiplmg to defend Ins master’s pi-oiicrly against the biirglais. .Suspicion foil uiion an 

mn?"iT" '“""f Srounds tlmt he bad been the Inst person iecii to 

la^Li W "■‘-''■a nn I''” trousers; and that a 

bi cX f I ‘''.a P°''f under bis bed. on wliicli, it is alleged, a few small 

reeenllv /l "‘'a ‘'jstnictly visible, altliougli the weapon Imd^cvidently TeSn 

is a? 0 bl nm^'f ‘T ’^’'‘afa can be no doubt that Hie neeu.sid, who 

IS an oh man of an moflciisive disposition mid hearing a good character was an inlimnf,. 

mi'imil th^ ““e 0 " ‘'-a °uPP-ilion Ihiif ho ^LVJLiSt 

was a iimst nnlik ‘ a'jnsidcralilc sum which ho knew the safe cnntiiiiicd, he 

nff, ■ ■ “'.‘"'*‘ .ly poison to engage m so ciiiniiiid an eiiteiprisc. The autliorilic.s lieiiie 
CO orn'r ‘ ilon'iige doiio to Hie safe indicates the 

an'^Tom-.'!r ‘■"aa ‘‘ “I'a". '■'“’a made live other 

iud ehi V 1 P^^^am l»nng Armenians while the filth is a Turk. At first, the 

L def bLwbM T "‘■““ampted buiglary aocompnn cd 

wi'rTurk Bn !. T 7 “"'J' » ‘t ™ ''aPPaneil. 

tlferi il„ ( . * * —^ fortnight and more a report has been gaining ground to the 

pelim ^ eoinpromising impers have heen found in the possLioi. oLomo of the 
connilexbm n'ii’ " "ml " m 'nteiilion exists to give a political 

follows: ’ *nmtter. ilie oflieial view of the ease would appear to ho somewhat as 

men mf". ^'Inistian fellow-prisoiieis arc employed hy Central Committee- 

by aiiv !''a''*la“l''mp'a to collect and fin ward funds to the capital 

cm" iemble su J: T"" ‘I’"':,Pa'™/-. TImso men knowing of the oxislenee of a ‘very 

is called tii to hidLe I" ''“‘•“'•aasa in questioX 

(Ji. I u '' ^ • "maaa the deceased to coinnve at the rolihcry of his eiiniloyer’a iironerlv 
I slimifo thewalchmaL is kilfod, ,7a de^^^^^^ 

eiiort 18 made to break open the safe, which results however in failure. 

to viUul th?v“I.‘l“" L “'“i wore Hie characters of the accused entirely dlffereiu 

liowevfr S '“"•“‘'""B ""Bl't he said in its favour. 1 am .assured 

Kciivral dnini,,,* h "f *''.0 I,’®"!’!® i'ore simply ridicule this view of tho iirntfor, the 

[ 7*011 ^ "'8 ‘‘“"thoritics, while trying to make political capital 
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out of the matter, are wilfully blintliiig themselves to other evidence which points in an 
entirely different direetion. How far this is true I am not in a position to say, but what 
is undeniable is, that it is unfair to the accused to keep them week after week m prison 
without putting them on their trial, more especially as they are confined in tlie crimuial 
side of tlie gaol, where they are forced to associate with some 300 murdorers and felons, no 
distinction being made there between the man who is aecused of a criminal offence and 
wlio lias been proved to bo guilty of its commission. 

I am officially informed tliat the delay is owing to tlie fact tliat the " piiccs de 
conviction," viz., the dagger and the clotlies of Emmi Artiii liavc been sent to 
Constantinople in order that tliey may be thorouglily examined there by experts, there 
being a difference of opinion here as to how far these objects can be relied upon to secure 
a conviction. I liavc tried to obtain through the Vali tlie transference of tlie prisoners 
11*0111 the criminal to the "juvenile offenders’ ” side of the gaol, but so far iinsucecssfully, 
the official argument being tliat this would be unlawful, altliough, at my special rcijucsl, 
they were so transferred duniig tlie first two days of Easter week as a gieat favour. 

If any influence could bo brought to bear in tlie rigid ijuartcr at Constantinople 
which would have the effect of expediting matters here, I am of opinion that the exercise 
of sucli iircssurc would in this instance be perfectly justifiable. 

' I liave, Sic. 

Signed) W. S. RICHARDS. 


No. 54. 

Sir P. Currie to the Manjuess of Salisbury.—{Ueceioeil April 27.) 


(No. 3iy.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, April 22,1806. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 11!) of the Slat ultimo, I have the honour to 
forward to your Lordship lierewith copy of a despatch which I have received from the 
Acting lli'itish Consul at Jeddah, giving details of the Vali’s visit of excuse. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) I^IULIP CURRIE. 


Inclosiire in No. 54. 


Actiny Consul Alban to Sir P. Currie. I 

gjf^ Jeddah, March 30, 1896. 

WITH reference to my telegrams of yesterday and to-day, I liave the linnour to state ; 
tliat his Excellency the Vali of the tlcdjaz, Ahmed Ratib Pasha, arrived here yesterday 
from Mecca shortly after midday. 

This afternoon the Vali called upon me, and stated that he had come to formally 
espress his deep regret for the deplorable outrage committed by Bedouins on the 
30th May last, and the ill-success which had attended his earnest endeavours to arrest the 
perpetnitors of the crime. Ratili Pasha, continuing, observed that the measures taken by 
him for this |iur|ioau wore known to iiio; but to tiiis statement I felt compelled to reply 
that unfortunately, owing to the fact that Ids Excellency had not thought it expedient to 
eonimunicate to me the information for which I had on several occasions applied to him, 

1 was not ac(|uaintcd with the precise nature of the measures which he had adopted. 
The Vali exprcssctl his regret for his omission which was due in great measure to tlie 
peculiar circumstances of the case, but said that he liad at least informed me that the 
Ottoman autlioritics were taking every possible measure for the arrest of the assassins. 
He tlieii, at some Icngtli, explained the measures adopted, which were the imprisonmeiil 
of certain Bedouins, which failed in its anticipated effect; the dispatch of police to Wadi 
Fntiiia (the original licad-(]uartcrs of the murderers), who did not find the persons whom 
tliry sought; and of Bedouin auxiliaries who dcclinetl to face tlie enemy, lie udded that 
the linhils of the Bedouins and the rapidity of their movuments, of which 1 must be quite 
aware, lendercd the capture of the assassins most dillicult, if not well-nigh impossible. 
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In conclusion, Ratib Pasha, in the name of his Government, expressed his profound 
regret that such an incident should have occurred, more especially in the case of Consular 
officers in the service of Great Britain, which had always maintained friendly relations 
with the Ottoman Empire, 

In reply, I observed that the incident to which his Excellency referred was a crime 
of a peculiarly brut.al and daring character. In the immediate neighbourhood of Jeddah, 
indeed within full view of the window at which we were sitting. Her Majesty’s Consul, 
Mr. Richards, had been wounded, and the much lamented Vice-Consul, Dr. Abdur 
Ba-izack, had been murdered in cold blood, and I deeply deplored tlie fact that up to the 
present time it had not been found possible to arrest the assassins. In conclusion, 1 
thanked his Excellency warmly for the expressions of regret which he had offered, and 
Informed him that I would not fail to report them to your Excellency. 

Ill the course of our subsequent conversation, I asked the Vali wlicther he had been 
able to asccitain the motive of the crime. After some consideration, he replied that it 
was difficull to say. but that it was probably a mere act of reckless ^douin fanaticism. 
Being apiiarently aware that this explanation would not be considered satisfactory, being 
entirely at variance with the circumstances and with the opinion entertained by all persons 
wiio are in a position to judge, he added that some people thought that the victims of the 
outrage were mistaken for the Sanitary doctors. On my pointing out that the persons alleged 
by the authorities to have committed' the crime were well acquainted with the town, where 
they had friends, and that it was perfectly well known to everybody where the doctors 
always were at the hour when the outrage took place, ciroumstances which rendered this 
theory somewhat improbable, his Excellency said that the affair was inexplicable. It will 
thus be seen that the Vali professes to know no more respecting the cause-s of the outrage 
lliaii when he ni*rived here more than eight months ago. 

Ratib Pasha assured me that he would renew and mlouble his efforts to arrest the 
assassins. 

1 then expressed a ho|ic tiiat the town would not be denuded of troops and Govern¬ 
ment oflieials during the coming pilgrimage as was the case last year. The Vali was 
ineiiiied to contest my statement as to the number of the troops who were here at that 
time, which, however, is well known to liavc barely exceeded forty, but he condemned the 
absence of the Government officials. 

The remainder of the Vali’s visit, which lasted quite an hour, was devoted to the 
discussion of some matters which have formed the subject of correspondence between us. 

On leaving me his Excellency made visits of shorter duiation to the French Consul 
and the Acting Russian Consul. 

I propose to call on the Vali to-morrow morning, as liis^ExcclIency’s stay here will 
probably be short 

During the Vali’s visit Mr. Vice-Consul Mohammed Hussain and Said Effendi Bajscir, 
the Dragoman of this Consulate, were present, 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ARTHUR D. ALBAN. 


No. 55. 

Sir P. Currie to the Mari/uess of Salisbury.—(Received April 27.) 


(No. 320.) 

.My Lord, Constantinople, April 22, 1896. 

WITH reference to my telcgrniii No. 123 of the 6th instant, I have the honour to 
liirward to your Lordship herewith copy of a des|iatcli which I have received from Her 
Majesty’s Coiisul-Gcneral at Beyrout, giving the Report iiiiidc by the Captain of Her 
.Majesty’s ship "Hood’’ on the state of alfiiirs at Siiedia. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 
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Inclosuro 1 in No. 55. 

Consul-General jOrummoml Hay to Sir P. Currie. 

gjj, Beyrout, April 7,1896. 

’ WITn reference to my telegrams of the 3rd nnd 5th instant, I iiave the hon^r to 
inform your Excellency that on flic return of the "Hood ” to Beyrout Captain Drury 
reported to the Senior Naval Omccr that he had communicated off Sucdia with 
Dr Moore of the American Mission, who stated that the surrounding country had 
been quiet until the recent arrival of about 1,600 troops, comnosod cliicfly of reserves, 
with some Kurds, which aroused the fears of the inhabitants of the few Armeman villages 

m th^jlistnch Armenian villages in that neighbourhood, four of 

which, containing about 2,000 inhabitants each arc situated to the north of Mount 
Casiiis, within a radius of 0 or 7 miles, while the fifth, with a population of about 3,000, 
is on the southern slope of that mountain, there being no other Armenian village on that 

Arrangements were made to bring off Dr. Moore and the few other Europeans there 
in the event of any disturbance taking place. . . , , 

A roHuh plan of the district referred to by Captain Drury is inclosed. 

The United States’ vcs.sel of war “Marblehead" had arrived at Suedia some 
days before, hut left without cominunicating, and the Turkish " statioimaire ’ off 
Alcxandretta had anehored off Siiedia and landed a few troops who were encamped on 
the beach. „ ... . . i 

There was only one British subject at Sucdia, and nineteen at Antioch. 

1 beg to add that Captain Mann had intended to proceed to Cyprus, but his 
plans have been altered, nnd the squadron will probably remain at Beyrout until the 
12th instant. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) R. DRUMMOND HAY. 


Inclosiirc 2 in No. 35. 

Rouyh Plan of District about Suedia. 
[Not printed.] 


No. 50. 

Sir P. Currie to the ilurquess of Salisbury.—{Received April 27.) 

My Lord,^ Constantinople, April 22,1890. 

I HAVl'l the honour to forward to your Bordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from the Acting British Consul at Erzoroum, reporting the 
dismissal of the Mutessarif of Moush. 

I have. Sec. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 56. 

Consul Cumberbulch to Sir P. Currie. 

Brzeroum, April 8, 1896. 

' 1 HAVE the honour to forward copy of a despatch from Her M^esty's Vice-Consul 
at Moush on the subject of the dismissal of the Mutessarif of Moush. 

No one here seems to know the real motives of his disgrace, but I hear ho is on his 
wav to Constantinople under escort. 

1 have, SiC. 

(Signed) n. A. CUMBERBATCH. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 56. 

Vice-Consul Hampson to Consul Cumberbatch. 

glf^ Moush, March 28,1896. 

’ IT is with great regret that I have to report that the Mutessarif, Fdham Pasha, has 
been dismissed, and ordered to go at once to Constaiitinoplo. The intrigues against him, 
to which 1 have long called attention, have therefore now succeeded, and an excellent 
official, who, in the face of great opposition and difficulties, has endeavoured to govern 
well nnd fairly in the interests of all the inhabitants, and for the good of tbo country, is 
on that account dismissed. That Edham Pasha has saved Moush from any serious 
outbreak is indubitable, and his dismissal is a direct encouragement to all the worst 
fanatics and disturbers of the peace among the Mussulmans, the consequences of which 
will, I fear, soon be evident. 

I have no doubt that the Mutessarif’s friendly relations with myself are one reason 
of his disgrace. That is, at least, the common opinion here, and his departure will 
render my position hero not only extremely diflicult, but make my presence an actual 
source of danger. 

The nows has been received by the Armenians with the utmost consternation, and 
with deep regret and anxiety by the Mussulmans who desire order nnd prosperity. 

The Military Commander, Rohnii Pasha, has also been transferred in disgrace to 
Arabia. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES S. HAMPSON. 

P.S.—I had the honour to telegraph above to Her Majesty’s Embassy lust night. 

C. S. H. 


No. 57. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received April 27.) 

(No. 322.) 

My IjOivI, ^ Constantinople, April 22, 1890. 

1 llAViO the honour to forward to your Lonlship herewith copy of a despatch which 
1 have received from Her .Majesty’s Consul-General at Beyrout reporting the visit of the 
Govcrnor-Gcnoral to northern Syria. 

1 have, Sic. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosuro 1 in No. 57. 

Consul-General Drummond Hay to Sir P. Currie. 

’ iiurr. Deyrout, April 10, 1890. 

i, . . * ' LvVE the honour to transmit herewith a despatch received from Mr. Vitale, 
British Vice-Consul at bitukiu, relative to the visit of the Governor-General to that 
town, whence his Excellency proceeded to other points on the northern coast of Syria, viz., 
Bassit, Karu-Dowruii, and Suedia, the lust named being the port of the district of Antioch' 
the scene of the recent panic amongst the inhabitants of the Armenian villages, reported 
m my despatch of the 7th instant. 

1 beg to add that his Excellency the Governor-General returned yesterday to Beyrout. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) R. DRU.MMOND HAY. 
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IncloBure 2 in No. 67. 

Kice-Conju/ Vitale to Consul-General Drummond Hay. 

\ riA A \ Latlaqui^t le 13 Avril, 1896. 

jKontur de vouB informer quo le 11 courant cat arrivd ici son Excellence 

iirqudtTciain matin de brnmc heure aur 
^ ^''^S^dcrnbrn rcldvent du Vilayet d'Ale,, mais Bass',t relive de cc district 

de I>attaqui6. i„ l^ttmiiiid son Excellence se rendra immddiatemcnt 

™ iv,rs« »'«-"" 

Alntcssariflic de UUaqmd, jo son Excellence est pour faire des reformea 

^n:::rstp:^r^^“nc s^;:s fidt 

aceompagner du Mutessarif ni de personne de eette ville. 

(Signd) N. V1T.4LE. 


No. 58. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salislury.—(Received April 27.) 


(No. 823.) 23, 1890. 

* 1° HaVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of a telegram 

addres.sed by the Ihilian Consul at .\Iarash to his Embassy m this city describing 
of ailiiirs at .Marasli. j ^ 

(Signed) PHIUP CURRIE. 


Inclosurc in No. 38. 

The Ilalian Consul at Marash to the Italian Amliassador at Constantinople. 

, ., .. V Marachey le 16 Avrilt 1896. 

^ TrIsOn‘ 1- Maraehc regorge d’Armdnicns, la plupart innocenU, soumis i des 
tortures coi porcllcs. 11 y a beLcoup de malades sans soins dont un ou deux nicurent 

^'’“"cer'™iL.niers out adressd bier an Sultan une Pdtition l'°'"'. 

Cddant aux nriircs de Icurs families, ([ui assiigent nin deincure, jc prie votro Exccllcnec 
d’obtenir cpie eette Petition soit appuyde par les Ainbassadcurs aupris de Sa .Majestd 

tue Gouverneur aetuel et le Commandant Ziver Paeha ne sent pas (Sloignds d'ici 
.Maraehc sera en danger permanent do nouveaux massacres, et les concessions obtenucs 

Hour les Zdltounlis seront violdcs entierement. . ,, , 

U'S aiitoritis judiciaircs n’ont pas 6t6 iuformiies de 1 amnistio accordde et le Gomcr- 
ncur continue it faire derouer arbitraii-einonl des peisonnes qui y sent eompn^. 

Sr n-a pas eommuniqud aux Zdltounlis que des exemptions d’,mp6ts dtaient 

uT’troupes mstent it Zeitoun et dans les environs et ravagent ce qui reslent de 
cultivation. 
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No. 69. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury. —(Received April 27.) 

ih^Lord,^ Constantinople, April 23,1896. 

' i HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that the Turliish newspapers of tho 
19th instant announce that an Imperial’Irndd has been issued sanctioning the payment to 
his Excellency Bjelal Pasha, cx-.Miitcssaiif of ICerkuk, of a salary of 2,000 piastres 
monthly while unemployed. _ . „ , , . 

Dielal Pasha was Mutessarif at Moush during the events m Sasoun, but was removed 
to Kerkuk for having reported that there was no truth in the statements of the Vali that 
the people round Sasoun were in open revolt, but that they were simply starving and 

desperaU.,^^ since been trying to obtain a further transfer with the result that he is now 
placed “ en disponibilitd ” with the allowance above stated. 

* I have, Sic. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury. —(Received April 27.) 

(No. 826.) 

■My Lord, Constantinople, April 23,1896. 

^ I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that an Imperial Iradd has been issued 
for the recall of all Ottoman students abroad. This step appears to be due to the repre¬ 
sentations of Munir Bey, the Turkish Ambassador in Paris, who litis reported that these 
students arc in great poverty, and are thus letl to become affiliated to revolutionary 
Societies. 

1 have, further, the honour to report that the Erench Government have at length, in 
conipliaiicc with the repeated request of Munir Bey, prohibited the circulation in France of 
the “ .Meshveret,” a paper published in Turkish in Paris by Riza Bey. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Consul-General IVood to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received April 29.) 

(No. 13.) 

My Lord, Tabriz, April 11, 1896. 

IN coniiiiiiatioii of despatches in which I brought to your Lordship's notice 
certain reports as to tho threatening attitude of tho Kurds ou the Turco-Peraian 
frontier,* and the arrival of agents of Armenian revolutionary Committees in this 
province, I have now tho honour to transmit the copy of an extract from a private 
letter which has lately been addressed to a friend by bather Salomon, of the Ircneh 
Roman Catholic Mission in Salmas, confirming the reports which had already reached 
me as to tho uneasy state of alTuii's obtaining on the frontier. 

I know not whether any importance has been attuelied to these rumours and 
reports, but I am informed that a couxilc of field guns and two regiments of inlantry 
have ali-cady been sent from Tabriz to tho vicinity of Khoi. 

The approach or presence of this foreo does not seem, however, to have made any 
imx>ression on the preparations which are said to ho made by’ tho Kiuxls for a descent 
into Persian territory, or to have given the Christian iiopulations in those parts 
confidence in any aid'but their own efforts to withstand or repel attack. 

I liavc, &c. 

(Signed) CECIL G. WOOD. 


Ste Caiiiul.Gciirr.1 Wood’. No. 8 of ihe 2Slb Fobnury, .nd No. 9, Sterol, of Ibt 16th .Muob, 1896. 
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Inclosurc in No. Cl. 

Exirnct from « Letter Messed hj Father Salomo«. of the French Mission in Salmas, 
to <i Fnend in Tuonz. 

LES Amfinions do Snlmas s’nttcndcnl J. 
ii 6tre ftttaquds piiv Ics Jlusulmaiis (In lia>s. Ila sc sont u 1 1 

“ens no restent pas s.n- la ddronsivc pur ct si.nplo-ils sc permettent <los actes 

<U-fcndvc, cc sont les CatlioVuiuca qui couront !o danger._ 


No. 02. 

The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir P. Currie. 

(No- ll*’-) Foreign Office, April 29,1890. 

’ I HAVE received vour d,!spateh No. 291 of the lOlh instant rot'orting the 

1 JiAjji roccne( .> ,,, J, . ,, and the I’orto, under instructions 

(Signed) SALISBURY 


No. 03. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marguess of Salisbury.— {Received April 30.) 

(TMpf^raiihic) 1’ Constantinople, April 30, 1890, 3 r.li. 

1 UB lu fi-om Erzorouiu that Shakir I’aslm will he accoiiiiiaiiied in his appi-oachuig 
lour !n tKro"h Seeretary to Hie lU.ssian Consulate at Err.eroui«, 

who was Russian Relegate to the Sjisouu Commission. 


No. (il- 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received May 4.) 

Constantinople, April 26,1890 

^ I HAVE the honour to forward to your l,ordship herewith copy of a despatiifi 
which 1 have rcecivcd from Hr. Viec-Consiil Eilziimurice, reporting on the dis- 

turbances at ICillis. . 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) i'llIRll* CURRIE, 


Inclosuie in No. (it. 

Vice-Consul Fi/SHUiurictf to Sir P. Currie. 

. AleppOy April 10, 1890. 

IN conformity with your Excolleiicy's telegraphic iustruetioiis of the 21st 
1 have inquired, while passing tlii-oiigli Killis, into the i-cceiit disturhaiiccs in that 
town. 
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I have little to add to the infoi-mation furnished hy Acting Consul Catoui in his 
despatch of the 2nd instant, the contents of which I confirm. 

* The massacre, or partial maasaerc, at Killis occurred on the 20th and 21st March, 
or two days after the Bnirajn festival, and in view of the previous Mussulman threats 
of attaeldng the Armenians at that festival, the ahsence of the Kairaakam and the 
Militarv Captain at that time was an act of negligence of the most culpahle kind. 

My infoi-mation is that, inside and outside the town, some seventy-five Armenian 
males were killed, and forty-five wounded. About thirty others, who are still missing, 
arc generally supposed to have lost their lives. One liundi-ed and fifty out of the three 
huiidi-cd Armenian houses were plundered, together with some seventy shops. 

The Killis incident has had a had effect on the already rudely shaken ti-anquillity 
of the district in showing that such occurrences arc still possible. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. H. EITZMAUIUCE. 


Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received May 4.) 

(No. 331.) 

Mv Loi-d. Constantinople, April 26,1896. 

I HAVE the honom- to forwai-d to your Lordship herowilh copy of a despatch 
which I have received from the Acting British Consul at .Teddali, reporting the return 
of the Vali to Mecca. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 

luclosure in No. 65. 

Acting Consul Alban to Sir P. Currie. 

Sir, Jeddah, April 2, 1896. 

1 HAVE the honour to report that his Excellency the Vali left for Mecca at 
alioiit 3 .\.M. this morning, having spent llii-co and a-half days here. 

His return to Mecca was liastciied hy the mutinous conduct of some Syrian 
finu'-expired soldiers, numbering about twenty-five, who during the Vali’s absence, 
entered Hie Hamm or Mosque, containing the Caaba, with tlicir arms, and refused to 
come out until they received their discharge and the pay due to them. 

This is an incident of frequent occiirionce in Mecca, but on this occasion it 
created some alarm among the pilgrims, who were at pi-ayci-s w-hcii the soldiers 
ciitcrcd. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ARTHUR H. ALBAN. 


Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received .May 1.*) 

(No. 335.) 

My I,oi-d, Constantinople, April 27, 1896. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copies of despatches 
which I have received from .Mr. Vice-Consul Kitzinauriee repotting on the niassacres 
and forced eonvorsions which have taken plact; at Birojik, Ourf'a, Adianian, Severek, 
llcliosni, and neighbouring districts. 

I have, i&c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Full tvxl of loc!o 


received Mtv 
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Innlosure 1 in No. GO. 

Vtce-Contml Pitzmtturice to Sir P. CurrU, 

gir^ Birejik, March T), 1896. 

IN j)iu*suimv.'i; of vour I'lxcellono^’^s tolcf^rapliio instructions of the 4lh February, 

Vi ccireil by me at Rhoiles, I arriveO here by way of Aleppo on Tliursday, the 25tb ultimo, 
liavin^i been )ireceile<l by some eight days by my TurUish colleagues, Ali Riaa KHendi, 
Accountant of the Aleppo ICvcaf l)epartmenl, and llnslapha Nedim Klfendi, President 
of the Civil Court of Alepi®. 

On my remarking at Aleppo that their preceding me might be open to miseon- 
stniclion, 1 was olTicially informed by the .Meppo authorities that they were under tho 
impression 1 had already proceeded to Rirejik, but there was no satisfactory reply to my 
answer that my whereabouts might have been (easily ascertained from Her .Majesty’s 
Consulate at Aleppo. Jly colleagues hud been alreally in communication with the now 
coiiverts to Islamism before my arrival. 

Altogether apart from their personal character, 1 should remark that an (jllleial 
of a Alnssulman religions in.stitution like the Eveaf Department is hardly the proper 
fnnetionary to investigate such a delicate matter as that which formed the subject of our 
in()uiry here. 

Vour Exc(.'llency will belter understand the causes of the acceptance of Islamism 
by the Christians of 15ir< jik by a brief narrative of the events which led up to it. 

Living among the Mussulman |>npu1ntiou of about 1,400 houses, the small Christian 
community of 240 hiatses consisted, with the exception of a few Greek Catholics, of 
Gregorian, Komaii Calliolic, and Protestant Armenians, lor the most part poor and hard¬ 
working, and living pe.accably among the Mussulman majority. 

IJy the aeknowlcdgment of the authorities here they had, with tho exception of one 
or two so-called seditious documents found among them, tio connection with political 
ngilatio]!. 

About the beginning of November 189.'), the anti-Christian feeling, which was so 
\a'ononnced in some |}urtiuns of this vilayet, spread to Birejik. and the Christians l)egan 
to be insulted and threatened. This feeling re.acliedsuch aliuighl,lhat during November 
and December they were obliged to remain shut )ip in their houses, only occasionally 
venturing do n into the town in disguise when absolutely necessary. They tried to make 
known their situation in Aleppo and Constantinople, but they maintain the postal 
authorities examined and lore up their telegrams and letters. 

During these two mouths, though several altempt.s were made to assail the Christian 
i|unrler, the authorities and military, urged by some of the woll-disi>osed Moslems, 
w arded off the attacks. 

About the beginning of Deeeadier, a battalion of Itoumkale reserves, under tho 
command of Tahsin Bey, Major of Smurouj, arrived in tho town, and towards the end of 
the saina month the Ka'tmakam, at the instance of the .Mussulman inhabitants, called on 
the Christians to deliver up their arms, declaring that otherwise he could not protect 
them. They thereupon sent down to the Government house all the arms they possessed, 
consisting chielly of the old pattern pistols, daggers, iic., to be found in most Oriental 
houses in the interior of this country. 

At this period, the last few days of December, during the massacres at Jibin and 
Onrfa, the Alussulmnns of Birejik becnine fiercely excited, and besiegeii the Government 
house, ojicnlv reiiroachiug the Kainmkam with being an “ uneircnincir.ed infidel," with 
]irotueting tlie Christians and concealing the Sultan’s orders for their extermination, 
crying, " Our Padishah has ordered that the Armenians be masaacred, and that no 
Christians are to be left in the country.’’ The same spirit comimnneated itself to tho 
re-serves. 

The preceding statements I hold more from .Mussidman than Christian sources, and 
am convinced of their authenticity. 

Finally, on the 1st .lannary, 1896 (n.s.), at about 9 a.m., a general attack was 
made on the Christian (piarter. ’I'he assjiilants, armed with fire-arm.s, axes, h.Uehets, 
and similar weapons, were divided into thrive parties, one to break in the doors anil walls, 
the second to pinndcr, and the third to massacre all males above a certain age. On 
effecting an entrance, they indneed the Christians to deliver up their money, trinkets, 
and other valuables on the iiromise of sparing their lives, and then handed them over to 
the mob. 

I need not dilate upon tho details of the massacre, sulKce it to say that every house 


in the Christian (|uartor was pillaged, the mob in their frenzy burning and destroying- 
what they could not carry off, the ruin and desecration of the Gregorian, Catholic, and 
Protestant churches Ijcing carried out with siwcial thoroughness. The carnage lasted 
till close on sunset, by which time over 150 Cliristians (I have in my possession a care¬ 
fully checked list of their name.s) were massacred and over sixty wounded. 

Vour Excellency will naturally wonder w'hat the authorities and military wore 
doing during these eight or nine hours of slaughter. The Major of Uescrve.s,'whether he, 
too, believed that Government wished the extermination of the Christians, or whether 
the work of massacre was after his own heart, absolutely refused to move his men, or 
allow them to be moved to slay the destruction of life and property. Ncjib Elfendi, a 
well-di.si)oscd Mussulman Notable of Birejik, begged him with tears in his eyes 
to give him a few soldiers to go np and save what he could. Tliis the Major also 
refused. 

Towards evening, when the mob had tini.shcd their work in the CInistian iinarter. 
they descended in search of those who had escaped. These latter were crowded 
together in the houses of one or two friendly Mussulmans, notably a certain Hadji 
Zacheria Agha. Covered with blood and with loud cries of extermination to the 
infidels, they several times assaulted these honse.i, but were beaten off by the Alussulmnn 
owners and'lheir men. Seeing, however, their desperate detorminalion to break in and 
externunate tho Christians, an Armenian woman ascended the roof, and with a while 
Hag declared that they had all become Alus.sulmans. 'fho remaining Armenians there- 
upon repealed the formula of Moslem creed, and Hadji Zacheria Agha indneed the mob 
to retire, saying that they were now attacking their fellow Musstdnians. They then 
withdrew and proceeded during the night to remove some of the traces of their bloody 
work by dragging the dead bodies with ropes down to the water’s edge and throwing 
them into tho ICnphratca. 

’I'wo Greek (Julholic.s, who had been secreted in Mussulman houses, together 
with line or two .lews, lied the town during the night, llie name of Clirislian and 
Armenian being thus completely wiped out in Birejik. ns it has been in the neighbouring 
district. 

It will naturally occur to yonr Excellency that such being the facts attending the 
conversion to Islamism of the Birejik Armenians, there was very small necessity or 
margin Ibr making an inipiiry into the sincerity of their new belief and the conscientious 
grounds w hich led to their adoption of the dominant faith. 

1 would beg here to point out, and it is a distinction upon which tho ’I’urkish 
authorities may lay great stress, that the Jloslems did nut with axes in their hands invite, 
the Cliristians to choose between the allcrnalivc.s of Islam or death. They simply showed 
and proved their determined resolve to massacre all Christians, and the latter, to save 
their livc.s, accepted Islamism. It is tlio suhtlo logical distinction between objective and 
subjective. The alternatives offered by the Mussulmans were not Islam or death, whereas 
the only alternatives left to the C'hristian.s were those of death or Islam. So that the 
.A.rim niaiis, to save themselves from certain death, became Mussulmans of their own free 
will, if, indeed, people under such terrible circumstances can in any way be considered 
as free agents or as possessing a free will. 

I should add that even their adoption of Islam would not huvo availed them 
without the exertions of their few .Mussulman friends, and many individuals during tho 
massacre were cut down while in the act of pronouncing the JIussnhnan formula of 
faith. 

The official account of the massacre was that in a quarrel between Mussidman.s 
and Christians, five of the former and twenty of the latter lost their lives, the facts as 
regards the JIussulman loss of fife being that one .Mnsaulman was wounded in a brawl 
over the plunder. 

Some individual soldiers seem to have participated in the massacre, and the Govern¬ 
ment immediately afterwards adopted tho peculiar measure of sending the Roumkale 
Ueserves at Birejik to .-Vintab, replacing them by the .Aiutab battalion, who had been 
In Ainjab during the disorders in that town. 

I lie new converts to Islam, their former houses being ruined, were packed together 
m two khans, where they lay for some days, huddling together with insnllicient clothing 
to protc'Cl them against the winter’s cold, and a wretched pittance of bread and water 
received from the authorities and some .^Iusauhnan houses. No serious endeavour has as 
Jet been made by the authorities to restore the stolen property. 

As the legal formalities necessary on conversion to Islam had not yet been 
performed, the Government refused to recognize them as such before demanding 
instructions from Aleppo; and, us the population were still menacing in their attitude. 
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return to their old faith. The result of my personal inquiry—a summary of which I had 
the honour to telegraph to your Excellency in my telegrams of the 3rd and ith March— 
is as follows:— 

The 1,500 Armenians remaining out of the 130 Gregorian, (55 floman Catholic, 
and 45 Protestant houses of Itirejik, saved Iheir lives on the 1st January (n.s.) by 
embraeing Islamisni. Tliey are all Christians at heart, and desirous of making an open 
jirofesiion of llicir old faith. Hut they have lost their all, are siirrnmidcd by a licrccly 
fiuiatieal and hostile .Moslem pojmlation, and have no religious heads, the only Gregorian 
priest, Olianiies Vartalied, liaviiig tieeii kiilcd in the massacre, the C’atliolic priest having 
heeii iiievimisly .sent to Alepjio, and the Protestant jiastor I.eon imprisoned at Oiirfa. 
'riie Protestant preacher is now a .Moslem. A dcelaration of Chrisliaiiity by them at 
pivsent would be iiioil dangerous. 

Massiihnans in Constantino|ile, who arc not strict observers, and who are far 
removed from the scene of the present oulhreaks, may he inclined to minimise tlie real 
signilieanee ot the provision of the “Siieri” law, that renegades Iroiii Islam are to be 
|iiit to dealli (Turkish “imirtadin Ivatli lii llai”); bni the Mnssnimans of these districts, 
whose religious fervour has reached a wliitc heat, are determincil, especially in tlie lace 
ol' the feebleness of the local authorities, to carry it mil, should any of the converts 
renmiiiee Islamism, the fact that they have not been'oliicially reeogni/.e'd by Government 
having no weight with tlie population. 

'J’lie ease uitieh oeeiirred in Hu; time of l.oril Slratliird do lledelilfe, as well as that 
of tlio liidgiirian girl in lf<70 at Salonica, resulting in the massacre of two Consuls, will 
e.\eniplify the extriine diHieiilty of the present ease. 

The whole <iiieslion as regards (he populace turns on this point, and the situalioa 
is most serious. It is essential that the legal formiililics coniieetnl with the olliciid 
rl•I■ogllilion of the recent Armenian converts to Islam should not be. carrie.i out Hir 
some lime until order be completely restored in tliesc regions, if, indeed, sneli a result 
can ever again iie obtaine.l under tlie present system. Tlie ordinary machinery of 
Govi inmeiil is not suflieient for that purpose. 'I’lie local authorities having, by Iheir 
eiimiiially slack anil dnbions iK'havioiir during the recent events, lost nil prestige, 
resjKcl, and authority in the eye.i of the Mnssnhmm popnlatimi, are iioiierless to cope 
with the present .piestion in any sense favourable to the Christian popnlation; and, as 
I laid the honour to proimse in mv telegram of yesterday, the 4lli March, the task of 
ri'sloriiig order should be intrusted to a High Coniiiii&siiin, one or more, according to the 
e.vleni ol tlie emintry to he dc.dt with, conqiosed of liigli civil and military fmictionaries, 
and al l ied w ith extraordinary and siumnary powers, wlio wonhl, after Hairam, visit tlio 
allecled districts, ami, in tin: Snilan’s name, a.lminister stern jnslice to tlio aulhoi-s of 
ri eeiil ontlinaks, afler which tlie .piestion of religions eonversions eimhl Iw atl.'iideil to. 
ill liiat end a Patriarelial Delegate might aeeompany the Ciininiissinn, as in many 
jiliiees 110 Armenian elergv remain, 'flic jiresenee of one .w more foreign Deleg.ites oil 
siieli a ( oiiimissii n w.mlil lie essential to exercise a judicious control, ami as u vin.liealioii 
to the senlimi'nl of ^h^ropeall public ojiinion. 

A.; the 'rriliiinals of tlio Empire are now busy dealing wiili and piinishing cases 
Ilf .M-meiiian sedition, Iliere eonl.l be no reason for a eliargu ol partiality in similarly 
melnig im| condign punishment to tlie .Mnssniman authors of recent massacres. 

Snell a eonrse Ills Imji.'riid .Maje.sty the Siillaii owe.s to the iqiinioii of Europe 
anil his own autliorily an.l name, for in several iiislanees his name has lieen used by 
mianihori/.ed persons as an incentive to law-les.sness. TJie authority of liis fnnetionaries 
has met with a severe cheek in llies.' regions, and, if or.li'i’ is not liindumentally restored 
111 Millie very ilraslii' measures, the result cannot Imt be disnslrons to Ids Exehei|uer as 
wi ll as to the hap{iiness and pro.spei'ity of his subjeels, especially tlie remaining Christians, 
will) will Ijo oldiged giMdually to ntimidim the interior. 

As regards liin jik, unless the fanatieism of the .Mussulmans is eiirhed and ma.slered 
oy some such stern exhiliilion of jnslice and authority, the Olirislians here cannot 
possiljh openly proelaiin their religion, and will he obliged either to remain Mnsstilman, 
or o ii.'liiiiimsli what jiroperty they have saved, and quit the interior one by one for 
distant m-a-eoast towns or Ibreign jiarts. ^ 

llie liieal authorities are both unable and niiwilling to deal with the ringleaders 
t le massaeres, many uf whom are iiroiiiinent eiliseiis, and they would, 1 believe, 

gladly weleiime some sueli I.. ■ .. . ’ 

irealmeiit of tile question. 


eiitured to iiroiiose for the 

It, • "' 9 ' in llte pitiable eondilion of Arnieiilans in this town, any deseriiition of 

l iile sail plight would be merely an echo of the reports ot Her Majesty's Consular 
' [7(U)" ''"“‘olia, where similar events have occurred. Aid 





70 


71 


relief funds should, I think, not be distributed too lavishly at first, as any such relief ou 
a large scale \vo\ild be a certain inducement to the local authorities to relax or probably 
abandon their already slack efforts to restore stolen property, tlie greater portion of 
whicli still remains in the plundered districts. It would be advisi\ble at present to dole 
out wlmt is barely necessary to relievo immediate distress, wlulc trying to induce the 
autliorities to do their duty in effecting the restitution of the stolen goods. 

Wlien the TurkisU authorities awaken to a sense of duty, and things have riglited 
themselves somewhat, any further relief will he very welcome and sadly needed. But 
to distribute relief on a large scale under present circumstances would l>c a temptation 
to unruly and unpunished marauders to renew their plundering. 

1 would beg to stim up as follows what I consider the proper course to be pursued 
witli regard to the conversion (|uestion:— 

1. The new converts should not be recognized officially for a period of some six 
months. 

2. In the meantime the Ottoman Clovcmmcnt should vindicate and restore its 
authority over the Mussulman population by severely punishing the prime movere in the 
recent massacres, and take the proper measures, such ns, for example, replacing the 
reserves by regular troops, for the protection of any converts who should return to 
Christianity. 

In the event of the tiovcrnmcnt of the Sultan not taking vigorous measures to 
punish tliose guilty of the massacres, then I am of opinion it wotdd be advisable, callous 
as it may seem, to lei things lake their course, llm result of which would probably bo 
that a ]>ortion would escape from their native districts, some would lose their lives for 
having abjured their new faith, and the remainder perforce remain Mussulman. I'or 
any measure, which does not include the severe chastisement of the authors of the 
massacres, would be absolutely valueless in restoring the confidence of the Christian 
population, and tlic latter could never again he secure against the wanton attacks of the 
-Mussulmans, whose fanaticism has lately been stirred to such depths as to amount in 
tliese parts to a veritable religious war against the Christians. 

This religious war has been completely successful in blotting out the Christian 
name not only in liirejik, but in the entire surrounding district outside the large towns, 
like Aintab and Ourfa, where its success though great hjis not been so complete. The 
Christians of Sourouj fle<l to Ourfa, while those of Fdincsh, seventy houses, of Jibin, 
fifty houses, and Nisib, forty houses, turned Moslem. 

I would beg, finally, to record my conviction that, even after the adoption of the 
drastic measures suggested above, the t> 08 sibiUty' of tlie Armenians returning to 
Cliristianity is but very problematical. 

I have, See. 

(Signed) G. U. FITZMAURICB, 

P.8.—I calculate at al)Out 2,800 souls the number of Armenian Christians wlio 
liave turned Moslem in Birejik, Khnesh, Jibin, and Nisib. 

G. H. R 


Annex (A). 


(Tmnslation from Turkish origiiml.) 

ON tlio 17 th ( 29 th) Fobnifir>', IHU ( 180 ( 5 ), HftBlior Effeiuli. formerly Gregorian Amicniau, 
now known ns MeUmed Shakir; Sheikh .Muslim, fonuer Anneniun namoAhoBh; llowaja Kevork, 
fi*riner (.’ntholic Notable, now known ub Melmicd Nouri Effcndi ; and the Proteetaut Notable 
Abruluun,uow known as Ibruhara.all iubiibitautH of the town of Birejik, having been interrogated 
in tlte prosenco of Mr. Fitzmaurice, declared as follows: That on the day of the ma^cre, in 
order to nave their Hvch, they lind accepted Islumism; tliat Imd they not done so their Hvch were 
in peril; that their lives had been spured tlirough their accepting Islamiam, and through tlie 
oxcrtioiiB of Hadji Zneheria Aghu; tiiat. however, imbody* hud invited them with urgenco to 
• mbrace Wamism {vi<J< N.B.); that, although perfect tranquillity’ ulioidd be restored, or, no mutter 
wliat place of complete eufety they may go to. they would not renounce Islam ; that they declared 
tliia latter sentiment ou their own behalf alone, and tliat they were unaware whether it was 
shared by tl»o commuuity at large, or whether the community wished to return to their old faith 
or not; timt the church which they had turned into a inowiuo hud been cunstruotod by the 
exertions and money of their own c»)mmunity without any help from outside; that tliey would 
not allow it to reiiuun a church, and should any of those who luid contributed to its coustructiou 
r4)>cmbmoo ChnHtianity, they would return them their mouuy and lei the church remain as a 
mosque. 


On being asked whether they wished to sign the above atatenionts, thov declared their 
readiness to (to so. They added that their familicM aud children participated iu these scutiments, 
and then signed. 

—The real meauitig of the above phrase " that although perfect tranquillity should bo 
restored, or, no matter whut place of complete sjifety they' may’ go to," is to bo luteiprotcd that 
for the present mome}U thev have uo iiiteiitiou of renouncing Islam." 

(Signed) ilKIIMEU SHAKIR 
MRHMKI) NOUKI. 
SHEIK MUSLIM. 
IBKAHIM. 

Wo declare ihat the foregoing is the substanco and sense of the answers given to the 
aostions put by us, and that in our prceeuco. 

(Signed) Moustapiia Nkdim, 

President, Bidayet Court. 

Au Kiza, 

Accountant, Aleppo Eceaf Department. 

l^esent: 

(Signed) G. H. Fitzmauricb. 

Fehruary 17 ( 29 ), 1896 . 

N.B.—On the objection raised by’ Mr. Fitzmaurico that the statement contained in the abovo 
document bearing tho sigimturcs <ff the four indiriduals interrogated, viz.: “That, although 
perfect tmuquillity sltould bo restored, or, no matter what place of complete safety they may go 
to, they would not 1*000111100 Tslnmism," miglit bo construed into a limitation on tho liberty of 
these purKons to change their religion in the future, and might affcrw’ards be au obstacle to tnoir 
freedom to do so, wliercas under the present circumstances it was impossible to predict w'hal 
might in future be tho sentiment of these men, and any such statement must be interpreted as 
referring only to tho present wtuation; tho phrase “ tliat. for the present moment they liavc no 
intention of renouncing Islam" was substituted iu tbo lust lino of the above document'instcad of 
tho previous abovo-meutionod statement. .Mr. Fitzmaurico's objection was concurred in by us. 

(Sigued) ALI RIZA. 

MUSTAPHA NEDIM. 

Fehruary 18 {March. 1 ), 1896 . 


Annex (B). 

(Litcnd trauslation of copy from Turkish original) 

THE general impression i*esulting from our personal inquiry pursuant on the declaration ot 
acceptance of Islumism by tho Gregorian, Catholic, and Protestant communitiee of Birejik is aa 
follows;— 

.Ml of theso Armenians became MussulmniiH under the iufiuonce of terror on tho day of tho 
massacre, niid, though they have been assured that they are free to embrace any religion they 
choose, and that they will bo protected by tho Imperial Ottoman Government, their real 
sentiments can probably only’ be ascertained after tho restoration of complete confidenco and 
^nqnillity, it being at the present iroposaible to gauge their futuro opinions on tlio subject. 
For tho moment, however, a certain number, to juJgo by* their statements, have no intention of 
reDounoing Islam, and declare that, apart from the mght and terror caused by the massacres, no 
other violent prewure was brought to bear to force them to adopt Islamism. At the present 
moment they are in a pitiablo state ol 0118017 and destitution rcsultuig from tho massacre and the 
plundering by which it was accompanied. It is plain from tho expression and maimer of a portion 
of them tliat they desire to rotuni to their old faith. 

This document bearing our signatures and ooutiining tho above statements has been 
exchanged between us. 

(A Uuo copy.) 

(Signed) ALI UIZA, 

Aecountant, AlepiM Even/ DeMrtmenf. 
.MUSTAPHA NEDIM, 

President, Sidayei Court. 

(i. H. FITZMAURICE, 

, Britith Delegate. 

Peh'uary 18 {March 1), 1896 . 
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Tiff-Con.™; Fllrtmiirkc to Sir P. Currie. 

OurfOy March 10,1890. 

IN confonnitv with your l■•.xcellL■ncy•s K.lcgrni.hic- iiistrm-tlons of tlio Tlh .Marcli. I 

'''^"'Tlil''gh)om*of !hc sail events which had occurred here during the hast two inmiths 
of 18! fl still hmv' over the town, and tin; Aruieniau <iuarler csiHuaally, m spite of 
a tern ts du in" Iw t.rccediug ten weeks to rcuiove the traces ot tlie l.ual disaster, still 
worrHie aspe^rof a town which had heen ruined and lai.l waste l,y some scourge more 
terrihle tiiau any war or siege. The shops, with their windows ami ilooia. broken ui, ay 

moviiigMiboui apparently in search oft he bare necessities of c.Mstciico in the shape of 

'itnmonrs of further matsacres on the apiiroachiug festival of i‘’*‘?,.i.Vel{ 

the Miwsiilmaii population, emboldened by the inijmiuty with wincli the) h.td laiiicd 
.mVthl; receiil tnassacres, wire openlv threateitii.g to “wipe out" the reniaiiiing 

A rnteuiait Cluistians during the Hatram holidayii. „i„.„ c nno of 

'file population of Onrfa before the 28th DecembtT, i 89 o. was clo.-^ on Im.OOO, ol 
whom tiliottt 20,009 were Armenians, .1,000 or 1,000 •'ncolntcs, Chahieaiis, S^yiati 
Catholics, Oreek Catholics,.Marottiic.s,and .lews, atid tlie remaining 10,000 odd 1 urkisli, 
Ktinliiih .‘nul Arab MiiSiiuluiaas. • /\ r .1 r , 

There have liecii, as votir l■;xcellcnev is aware, two niasstcre.s in Onrfa, 'Ijn l ist on 
the 2Sth and 2!ttli Oclolier, ISO.'), and the second or liig massacre on tlie J81h amt 
29th December of the same year. 

'fhc causes leading up to these mas-sacrcs were both remote and near. _ 

The attitude of the 'I’lirkish (lovernment on the Armenian ipiestioit since the last 
Huf.so-Turkish war has been one calculated to end in same sitcli dep oralilc cataslroplie 
as lhat which has rccciitiv befallen the Armenian people and the Sultan's (.ovenimcnt. 
Some twelve or liflei-u tears ago the persistent iteglecl ol' tlie latter to carry out the 
reforma it had bv 'freatv promised to introduce into its Armenian provinces, drove a 
eerlain number (if Arimiiians in despair to have rcconi-sc to rcvohitmnary methods. 
Tile Ottoman otiieials, instead of distingui.shing bi lwecn the guilty and innocent, clioSc, 
some from igr.oranee, nmnv from motives of personal iiceuniary gain, to regald all 
Arimn;.itta as trailor.s, ichciuing to llnow oH' Ottoman yoke. As usually happens in 
flrii iital countries, when tlie Central Covernmcnl had adopted the same vii'W, the real 
.sedition of certain Armenians was confounded and hsit in the luass ol Iruuiiicd-np 
ehar'es, would-be seditious documeiils mid imaginary report.s and lists ol revoluttoiiary 
(lommiltees, whicli i.oured in from all siiles as soon as the demand ol the Central 
Oovernmcnl tiir such a supply was fell. Turkish olficials and leading Jlosloms 
erimitially coiiniuinicated these notions to the ignorant and indiscriminating masses of 
the Aln.ssulnian population, who ar,- guided in their general action by the pre.scnplions 
of the Sheri Law. That Law priscribis lhat if the “rayah” Chiisliaii attempt, by 
haviiv recourse (“dekhalcl”) to foreign Powers, to overstep the limits of privileges 
(“beiait ”) allowed to them bv their yitissulman masters, and free themselves trom their 
boinhme, th.ir lives and property are to he forfeited, and are at the mercy of the 
Mus.»iiimans. 'I'o the'I'tirkish niiiid, the Armenians had tried to ovei-slep lho.se Innit.s 
1IV appealing lo liiri'ign Powers. Tin.) iherefore considered it their relijsious dut) and 
a’righteoiis diiug to deslrov the livtvs and sei/.e the pro|ii'rly of the Armenians. 

The foregoing, strange as it may seem, was the actual frame and working of the 
.Mtissuhnan mind and conseience, when the' Armenian demonslration occurred at Con¬ 
stantinople in September last. 

I have made careful inipiirics as to the extent of Arutenian revolutionary propn- 
•■anda at Dnrfa, anil have arrived at the couvielion that, though there existed a large 
aiiioiiiit of, 10 mv mind. Well-grounded discontent among the Armcni.ans arising Irom 
the tael that for some rears past ihcv have, in common with their brethren olscwhero in 
Anatolia, been treated’ praelieally a's outlaws, the amount of actual disloyalty among 
them was very restricted. 

Arnu'lliun Sc<’rct Soricllca in I'ini'ojX! hiivo, ns is w«'ll*kno\vn, bct*u uiKicavouriii^ U> 
introduce explosives, lilley, and revolulioniuy lileraUire into U»e Aleppo region, but their 
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success at Onrfa has been exceedingly limited. They seem to have snuigglcd in some 
revolutionary i)a[npidets, but no rifles or c.xplosivea. 

Onrfa, moreover, does not come under even the geographical designation of 
Armenia, being included rather in tlic limits of Aresopotamia or “ Arabislan " (Arabia). 

The foregoing was the state of tiling at Ourfa wlmn, immediately after tlic 
Armenian demonslration in Constantinople, it appears orders were received here from 
tlie Central Governntent to the elfect that should the Armenians attempt any (listurl)anco, 
it was to bo at J)nce sternly (piellerl, and in the event of their offering resistance, they 
were to receive a terrible lesson ("torbiyy6 shedidd ”). Thu Central Government must 
Imve known or ought to have known the diaistrous consequences winch, in view of 
Mussulman leeling against the Armenians, such instiuctions were certain to have in the 
provinct's, and it incurred a very grave responsibility in sending llicin. 

Tl'.e Mussulmans here and elsewhere interpreted them as the Sovereign’s wish that 
they should put into execution the ^mescriplions of tlie “Sheri,” and proceed to lake 
tin,* lives and properly of tlic rebellious Armenian “rayah.O The demonstration at 
(’onstantinoiile was represented by tlie officials as an attempt by the Armenians to storm 
tin* Sublime Porte; rumours reached liure of masjacres of Armenians by (heir 
coreligionists in otlier towns in Anatolia; they W(;re told that the Armenians were 
attacking niosrjuea and using dynamite, while word came from their Mnssulman bretliren 
in towns whcr(5 massacres had occurred inciting them lo do their duly liy Islam. The 
Gfnermncnt, too, l>egan to serve out arms and cartridges to tin; /.apliehs ami other 
guards, and had the Armenian ([uarler patrolled. 

I should add lhat tlu^ telegraphic news of acceptance of the reforms was interpreted 
to ilie Mussulmans as tlie granting of autonomy to tlie Armenians, an interpretation 
which must liavc come from the Government officials, and whieli had a disastrous eficci 
on Moslem f<-eling towards Armenians. 

While this .Moslem feeling at Ourfa was llnis excited, an event occurretl which 
preciititaled matters. 1 shall go into it somewhat in detail, a.s being the much di.spuled 
l>oint of departure of llic inost extensive of recent Armenian massatTcs. 

A Mussulman named Ismail Hirejikli had purchased from an Armenian inoiicy- 
(•hangcr called Boghos a number of “ gliazis,” t.c., old gold coins worn as ornaments by 
native women, and as he was somewliat tardy in paying for them, the Armenian Boghos, 
on Saturday, tlie 2Glh October, 1805, went to the ^Iiussulman’s house to demand pay* 
nn‘iU. 'l‘hc latter, apparently incensed at the Armenian coming to Iiis tirivate house 
to pre.ss for the money, abused the money-changer roundly ami sent him away, saying 
lie would see him on the morrow. 

The following day, Sunday, tlie 27lh October, Ismail, true to his word, went with 
Konu! eoinrmlcs lo Boghos’ house, and, being told llio latter wa.s out, proceeded lo search 
for him in the streets, lie found him near the Armenian Cathedral, in tliu Armenian 
<]nni«i|, and at onec stabbed him to death. It being Sunday large mimliers of 
Armenians were in tlie neighbourluKjd of the Cathedral. Tliey at once sei/.e<l tlie 
l^Inssuhnaii Ismail, and handed him over to the zaptichs of a neighbouring guard* 
house. 


'I lie 'rnrkish vttrsioii of what followed is that the Armcninns attacked tlie guard-house 
ami hiorlally wounded Ismail, wliiiu the Armenians assert that, seeing that the 
y.aplielis were going to allow’ the Mussiilnmn murderer to escape, lliey invade{l (he guard- 
house, insisting tliat (he zaptiuhs should either liand over the mnrtlerer to them to be 
conveveil to the Governmeiit-houst*, or that tliey (the Armenians) should accompany the 
zapliehs and their jirisoner to tlio (iovernment. On tlie /apliehs iiaturailv refusing 
and Irving to lurn the Armenian.s out, a scuflle ensued, in which the prisoner fsiimil w’as 
seriously woumled. He died on the way wliile the /aptlelis were conveying liim to (he 
tioverninent-house. There an Armenian dispensary doctor, named Melkon, ealhrd in by 
‘ ^*^‘»darmes to give a medical Uejmrl, declared that llie wonnds of which 

Uinail (IkhI were inflicted by zaplieli Imvoiu ts. It is asserted that ilie Major threatened 
the Anneniiiii ..!.• 1 .j.. . . 


niajor, am Uisputclu d by the latter’s folluwcr.H. I Us liody was then dragged ihroii 
bireets with every species of indignity, torn to pieces, and* flung into a fosse. 

ilie excitement among the Mus.sii!mans and the niieaslne8.s among the ArnKiuiius 
1 "!' Oeloher the 27th, the night following the deatli of Ismail was very 

Anncniaiis were about in tlicir quarter on the same night wateiiing in 
attack. 'I'hey encountered a Turkish patrol and shots were fired, 'fhe 
j 1 ennui necount is lhat on the 'Furkish patrol hailing the Armenians, the latter fled 
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and were fired upon by the zaptiehs, while the Turkisli version is that a band of 
Ariiiciiinns, armed witli Martinis, ussaiiltcti the patrol. . ^ .11 . 

As the wot tl'ordre of the 'I'lirkish authorities alter the Constantinople denionstra- 
tion became “ attack of Armenians.” and their stereotyped oflicial version of '’"S™ 
of most massacres was the supiiosed attack of Armenians on mosques during tlie 1 rulay 
in-aycr, the above official account of the patrol incident must be received with great 
reserve, if not incredulity. It is moreover curious that the patrol said to have been 
allackcil by armed Armenians was in no way hurl or injured, while they on their side 
lid not succeed in capturing any of their Armenian assailants. , , „,.„l„ 

I should mention another Armenian version that the alleged attack was made by 
a band of Turks disguised as Armenians, with the object of giving a pretext lor 

The few Armenians who ventured down to the bazaar on the following Monday 
morning, 28lh October, came rushing back, most of theni wounded ' 

blood. They were followed by an armed Mussulman mob, who attacked the Armenian 

qu.artcr, with cries of death to the infidels. . , , , 

The \rmenian 3 , the greater iiortion of whom had remained at home, seeing that 
ihc .Mussulmans were bent on a general mas-sacrc, began a determined resistance at Ite 
principal cntrancc.s to their quarter, and finally obliged Ihc mob to retire with a loss 
of four or live .Mnsmlman lives, they themselves losing some twenty-seven kilted. 

The mob, balllcd for the moment in this direction, turned their alteution to 
plunder. They completely looted and wrecked some 700 Armenian shops and 
11)0 Ariueniaii houses. . 

The rapidity with which the above incidents succeeded one anothiir seems t“ I™"' 
to some preconcerted iilan, and it is asserted that a certain Mussu nmn Notable of Ourla. 
Hussein I’.asha, who has since been summoned to Alepjw, was the prune mover in the 
inatler,aml that Ismail llircjikli.who was a poor nnui and not likely to be the purchaser 
of a large number of Ghazi gold coins, was acting on behalf of Hussein Pasha with the 
object of driving the Armenians into some overt act of violence agiunst a Mussulman, 
in keeping with tim malicious reports spread among the Mnsulman population ot 
Armenian outrages on Turkish women throughout Anatolia, and it seems inconccivablo 
that a general attack and massacre of Armenians could have been planned during tna 
one Sunday night of 27lh Octolxu'. . 

\ftcr the Mussulman repulse of .Monday, all Armenians found outside the Arniciuan 
tiuarler, within or without the city, were attacked and the males shiin. Their quarter was 
besciged and no egress allowed. Their water supply was cut off and no fiiod pernuimd 
to on'tor. Tins stale of siege lasted practically for two ntonlUa uiitil the 28lh December, 
the date of the final and great massacre. 

q'he Armenian llishop wished to telegraph the situation to Ills Majesty the hiiiuiii, 
but the authorities refused to allow his telegram to be sent. Thereupon in despair at 
the hopeless situation of his flock, he retired to his monastery outside the town, where 
he remained a prisoner till after the second massacre: no Armenian, not even liis 
secretary, being allowed to converse with him, except in Turkish and that m the presence 

of ji,,. Armenians in view of the desperate nature of their 

po-^ition, the post and telegtapli being closed to them, dispatched a messenger to Aintab 
to make known their condition and to get aid. That messenger wiis subsequently 
arrested and is nowin the Onrfa prison under a heavy sentence for his “Mditious 
conduct ill so doing. Another messenger, dispatched on the following \\ ednesday night, 
met with the same fate. , 

During Tuesday, the 29th Octoher, the mob continued their phmdcrnig on the out- 
skirls of the Armenian quarter, and in this they were assisted by the zaptiehs who fired 
on and over the Armenian (juarter, it being afterwards represented to the Mussulmans 
that the .Armenians were firing on the Turks. . , r 

On Wednesday, the 30th October, Ihc Mutessarif llassaii Pasha arrived Irom 
Surroiij, where he had been absent some ten days; over a thousand Mussulmans, most 
of whom had been engaged in the attack and plundering of the preceding days, were 
.•nrollcd as reserves, and the Govenuiieiit calleil on the Armenians to deliver up their 
arms, especially the 1,800 Martinis they were supposed to have received from abroad, 
promising to suliscqucnlly disarm the Mussulmans. The Armenians replied that they 
had no such .Martinis, that, as the Mnssnlinans had been the attacking party and had 
declared that the Sultan’s Government had ordered the cxtermiiiation of all Armenians, 
they had no longer any coiilideiice in their Mussulman fellow-citizens, and, coiwiueutly, 
they could give up such arms as they jiosBesscd only after the Mussulmans had been 


disarmed. The Government insisted, however, that the Armenians should first disarm 
and ihat they could hope for no protection until they had delivered up their Martinis. 

The newly enrolled reserves wore sc.attered about in the Armenian ciuarler, 
nominally for their protection; but they proecoded to tell the Armenians Ihat their 
extermination had been decided upon by Government. They extorted large sums of 
money and valuables from them on the promise of protection, and then informed them 
that only those who turned .Moslem would l>e saved, all such new converts to run up a 
white Hag on their roofs. The Armenians in utter despair turned Moslem cii masse; 
and by 'riuirsday night, the white flags on the Christian quarter were innumerable. The 
Government, however, refused to recognize them olHcially, but continued its demand for 
arras. 

About this time a paper to the elfcet that the Armenians had attacked a guard¬ 
house, fired upon and killed .Mussulmans and zaptiehs, and were resisting the Govern¬ 
ment forces with modern wcajioiis, wus simt round for signature to the heads of the 
diflercut communities, and even some foreigners. This document was presumably 
forwarded to hcnd-quartei's. 

On the I2lh November, fifteen iiromineut Armenians were summoned to the 
Government House. There they were asked the meaning of their rebellious attitude; 
they were ordered to at once hand over the 1,800 Martinis, 100 revolvers, and ten men 
chosen from a list of 120 of those who were alleged to have attacked the guard-house 
on Sunday, the 27lh October, and the Commander of the troops, Nazif Pasha (since 
removed to Kornah, in Ihc Bassorah Vilayet, after the second massacre), angrily 
informed them that he had liccn in Bulgaria in 1S7C, and knew how to treat reliellious 
“ r.ayahs.” 

The .Armenians at once handed over the ten men required and while protesting that 
they had no .Martinis, olfercd and at once proceeded to collect and deliver up any other 
arms they possessed. 

The negotiations for the surrender of their arms lasted for some weeks, the 
Government, while accepting the ordinary arms handed over by the Armenians, still 
relentlessly demanding the Martinis and even hinting to the Armenians that if they had 
none they had money to purchase them. The latter actually bought revolvers and 
other arms from friendly Turks and other Christians to deliver up to Govorninent, and 
in despair sought to soften the relentless demand for modern weajions by giving large 
sums of money to the Mutessarif, the Commander, Nazif Pasha, and other Moslems, 
while they endeavoured to pacify their so-called guards, the reserves, in a similar way. 

By the 30th November they had handed over 210 pieces of arms, mostly old guns, 
pistols, daggers, &c., and some fifteen revolvers. On the same day, 1 may mciition, 
kliss Shattnek, the American lady missionary, .asked for permission and an escort to go 
to Aintab, a permission which was granted only on the 28lh Dccemlxir, one hour before 
the final and general massacre. 

On the 1st December the mob again attacked and fired into the Armenian quarter. 
Tliey were, however, held in cheek by Ihc Government. 

By the 3rd December 000 arms of all sorts had been given up, but the Mutessarif 
and commander still renewed their demands. 

The Armenians were now exiieriencing all the distress of a regular siege. Though 
they had bribed their guards to got in some food on the pretext Ihat it was intended 
for the soldiers and had reopened old wells, which had for many years been closed up, 
their provisions and water supply were giving out, and beasts of burden worth several 
[lounds were duiimscd of for as many shillings. 

At this jiinclurc they resolved to make a desparale attempt to communicate with 
AlepiH). Having written an account of their situation on a piece of cloth they sewed it 
into the lining of one of the long gurmenis worn in the country, pul it on a jioor 
Ariueniaii peasant not likely to attract the altentiun or cupidity of the surrounding 
Kurds, and despatched him at night by an unfreipienled road to Aleppo with promises 
of lavish rewards in ease of success. This messenger, however, was waylaid and 
stripped of the very garment bearing the message. 

Bcccmbcr, on the pretext that tran(]uiUily was completely restored, 
Nazif Pasha, Coimnaiider of the trooiw, ordered Ihat the few Armenians, whose business 
places, bakeries, 8tc., were still workable, should come down and resume their work. 
On their doing so they wore attacked and wounded, and lied b.ack to their quarter. 
Nazif Pasha forced them to descend again, and with cavalry mounted guard over the 
K'w .Arincniiins, who tried to do business under such novel and trying conditions. The 
Government then forced sniue twenty-five prominent Armenians to sign a telegram to 
Consl.antinoplc to Ihc elfcet that, though the peace had been disturbi'd by the unruly 
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conaucl of some Arinenimis, ouin^ to tl;c cffovlK of the local autlioritics complete tran- 
nuillity liad been restored. 

Dnrin" the following week, however, though the aulhoriiiGS assured tlic Armenians 
they had nothing to fear, and that fJovornment was now going to disarm the Mussul¬ 
mans, the Armenians having by this time given up, iuclnding revolvers and one Martini, 
1,200 arms of all hinds, of wliieh a large mimber liad been purciiased to meet tlie 
demands of llic autliorilies, there were whisperingsoF a great impending disaster, friendly 
Turhs .'<cnt word to the Armenians to be* on their guard, and warning was given to the 
non-Armenian Ciiristians to wear a black turban. 

Pinally on Saturday, the 28t]i December, Abdul-Kerim, Captain of gendarmes, 
went to Aliss Shattuck, informing her lliat she might start for Aintab, as everything was 
quiet, lie then proceeded to the Armenian C’athcdral, where the Armenian N^Uumal 
Asscmblv, which had just sent a eommunicalion to the Mutessarif detailing their causes 
of apprehension and soliciting protection, was still sitting. Captain Abdul-Kerim gave 
them, on the part of the CJovcrnnienl, every assurance that no disturbance would occur. 
He liad, however, scarcely loft the building when the storm burst, and the general 
massacre of the 28lh and 29th December began. 

On the morning of Saturday, tlic 28th Dec»‘mbcr, Nazif Ihishn, Commander of the 
troops, sent word to the non-.^rnlcnwl 1 Christians to assemble in their churches and 
not stir out, but untler no consideration to shelter or give asvliim to a single 
Armenian. 

The miliiarv witli some mounlc<l jKilice, under the command of Nazif Pasha, were 
drawn up on the brow of the hill iipim tlie slope of which the Armenian (piarlcr is built, 
and were massed at the principal exits from lliai (juarter. llehind them was an armed 
Mu.ssidinau mob, wliilc the minarets worir crowded with Moslems evidcnlly in expecta¬ 
tion of some stirring event. 'Phe Turkish women, loo, crowded on to the roofs ainl the 
slopes of ih(? fortress, which overlooks the Armenian (juurler. llelwccu lOA.st. and 
11 A.M. crowds of armed Mussulmans noekc<l round in tin; same direction cheered on by 
tin;ir women, who kepi \\\i the well-known “zilghit,” or peculiar throat noise, used on 
sneh occasions by Oriental women to encourage tlieir braves. Towards noon a 
“mui zzin" gave'out the midday prayer IVom one minaret, all the other minarets 
remaining silent, a glit-ttrring glass ornament resembling a crescent was seen shining from 
the top of tlur fortre.s.s overlooking one end of tlie Armenian quarter, while a inollah 
waved a green banner from a tall minand overhanging the other end. 

A few shots were fired and a trumpet sounded tlie attack from among tlic soldiers, 
who were seen to opmi tlieir rnnk.s and allow tlie mob b diind them to come forward. 
Soldiers and mob then rushed on the Armenian quarter and Imgan a general massacre of 
tlie males over a certain age. 

At llic moment the shois above mentioned were fired, the Commander Nazif Piisha 
was .-ecu to withdraw witli a g»-slure motioning the crowd on. Itsuliseqnenlly iraiuspired 
ihal when the lirsl shots were fired he ca]l'‘(l nut, “ A Martini bullet has just gra?.e<l my 
head; the .\rmeninns are firing on me ; go in ami retaliate; ” wliile 1 have it on good 
Mussulman authority tliat tlie shots relemnl to were fin’d not by Armenians but by 
.Moslems. 

'Pile rcsi’rve troops, who knew the Armenian (puirter well from their having been 
on guard tlnTc during the two preceding iiumlhs, served both as guides and advance 
g uard, being accoaq>anieil by a bmly of wood cnller8,a.xein hand, from the neighbouring 
inountnins. 'Phe latter broke in the dooiv, whereupon tin* soldiers rushed in emptying 
iliclr .Martinis on tlie Armenian men, from whom tliey Imd anticipated a certain resistance. 
'Pliey I’.ad, however, given up all tlieir arms, and, in abject terror at their dreadful 
lilualton, ]>lead 'd f<ir mercy lor the sake of tlieir women and children and the Prophet. 
.K>us. With insulting language they were dragged out one by one jrom their liiding- 
plaees :u;d brutally buteliered. In many instances from hfleeu to twenty men had 
(’(dlecteil in the l.irgcr houses as affording some ehunee of Siitety. 'Plies svere liurleii 
out one alter another to the exceutiouciv, who spcidily dispatched them. In Die house 
next to that of the Protestant pastor (he, loo, svaa slain, leaving six orjdiaus), where 1 
put tqi during iny slay here, forty men were thus put to di’Utli. A certain Sheikh 
onicred his followers to bring ns many slaKvavl young Armenians ns tliey could liad. 
'Plicy were, to the number of about ltK>, thrown on their backs, and held <lown by their 
li inds and feet, while the Sheikh, witli a combination of fanaticism and cruelly, pro- 
ei'cded, while reciting ver-ses of the Koran, to enl their throats after tlie Mecca rite of 
iracrificing sheej». 

Many Armenian men again secreted ihiunselves nt the bottom of wells in tlie hope of 
('scaping iVoni their would-be destroyers; but the latter hurled down jars and stones, 
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and then fired down revolver shots, or flung dow’u matting saturated with petroleum 
which they then set on fire. * 

Til several cases women and girls were mercilessly cut clown while trying to sliiold 
their male relatives. 

AVhen all tlic men had been killed in a lioiise, the mob proceeded to iiUiiidcr in the 
most minute way, pouring kerosene on and burning corn, barley, woodwork, and wliat- 
over they could not carry away, and leaving only bare walls and floors. 

iliis lioiisc-lo-houso ciirmigc was Koins on, a constant firing from the brow of 
the lull down over tlic quarter was kept up on Armenians wlio tried to escape bv the 
roofs. ‘ •* 

Towards sunset, as at nom, the trumpet was again sounded, and the mob at once 
withdrew, W ith the exception of a few stragglers who remained to loot. 

On the following day (Sunday, the 29th December) the trumpet was sounded 
at dawn, and the massacre was resumed. I.argc mimbew who on Salurdav 
Si'ml' v * * fearing Armenian resistance, joined tlie mob oil 

1 he sit\age butcliiTV ot the previous day was euntiutied till noon, when took place 
the Imnung of the Ourfa Armenian Cathedral, an act which for liendUli barbarity lias 
been niisurpasved by any ot tlie liorrors of icceiit massacres of Ariiieniaiis, and for wliieli 
flic aiiiials of history can fnniish few, ifaiiv, parallels. 

On Saturday niglit crowds of Armenian men, women, and children look refuge in 
then- line cathedral, capnnle of holding some 8,000 persons, mid lliu priest administered 
the sacrament, the last sacrament as it proved to be, to 1,800 souls, recording llic liauro 
on one of the pillars ot the cliureli. These remained in the cathedral overnight and 
were joined on Sunday by several linndreds more wlio souglit the iii-otcction of a bnildiii- 
whieli tliey considered safe from the niob-violeiieo of llic Miissuhiian even in iiis 
laiiaticism. It is conipnled that at least :i,000 individuals were congregated in tlie 
cdilico, wlieii the mob allacked it. b b ' 

Ihey at first fired in lliroiigh the windows, then smasiied in the iron dmir. and iiro- 
ceeded to masMcro all those, mostly men, wlio were on tlie ground tloor. 

1 . ' "1“ <>isi)oscd of tlie iiieii, and hiiviiig removed some of tlie vomiger women, 

tliey rilled I he ehnrcli treasure, slirines, and ornaments to tlie extent of some £T. t,000 
( cstroyiiig tlie piclnrcs and relics, mockingly calling on Christ now to prove himself a 
greater projihet tlian Mohammed. * 

Slone, partly wooden, gallery rimiiiiig round the niiiier portion 
smie'iiieii ' '' " ‘'' sln ieking and terrified iiiaEs of women, children, and 

... 1 , 1 . j»'''l'i'.>g o» llie raised altar i.lalfonn, liegmi picking off the iattcr 

with revolver sliots, hut as tins [iroccss seemed too tedious, they hethoiight themselves of 
he more cxpedilimis nietliod employed against those who iiad hidden in the wells. 
n.iMiig collected a quaiilily of bedding and the elmrcli mailing thev pouivd some tliii-tv 
cans ol kerosene on jt, ns also on tlic dead Iwdic.*? lying about, uiurtbeii set fire to the 
\Miok’. 1 he gallery beams and wooden framework soon cauglii flic, wlicreunoiK 
I * c ’‘’""■'“f.'In file gallery witli similar iiiflaminnlile niatcrials, they 

htl the iiiass ot struggling Inmmn beings to iiceome llie prey of the llamt^. 

Dnrihg several lieurs llie sickening mtonr of roasting llcsli pervaded tlie town, nnd 
.veil to-day, two niontlis nnd a-lialf after llie massacre, the smell of piiirescciit and 
clian c d 10111111118 III tile ehnrcli is unbearable. ‘ 

aft'-rnoon prayer (“ikindi iiaimv/.tlie trumpet again 
Mnft Ali'll'fr 'r"n^ ‘‘-o'" tl'n Armenian ipiartcr. Sliortly afterwards the 

I ' •^ashmaml other Notables, preceded by music, among which 

•IS at amioimciiig that the inassacre 

w.is at an end ( paydoss ), nnd that tlierc would he no more killing of Cliristiiiiis. 
.Im.L.'.lV-'''''" ‘'"'"“.V")"* ''"n occiniicd in removing the dead bodies, the Jews and 
donkeys lieiiig requisitioned liy the aniliorilies for tliat pnriiose. 

1 . 1,1 10 enter tlie clinreli, now a ruin, the work of eleariiii. 

out the dobris being iiilrnsteil to the military, wlio are leiiorted to liavc nicked ni> hire-e 
quantities of melted gold and valuables liidden aliont tlieir jiersoiis by the ■Vrmeulaiis m 
llx'tf vain hope tliat tlie cathedral would lic considered a sanctuary.^ .vrineuians. ni 

(ircirnrh,,.!,""!?.^,"? '’'•''".‘’"I'.'’ «»li-Armeiiiaii, no distinction licing mailu Ivctwccii 
liirtri icnbii,*/ ‘■r""”" ">'080 elinreh was also rilled. Only 

ihrci r ,nl “ ' * o>»l one (Jrcek Catliolie were killed, while two or 

three Chnldeaiis were wounded and none killed. 

I'lm (Ihorougliiiess witli wliicli some of the work was done may be iinderstooel treiii 












78 

Ibe fact that 120 Armenian families have boon absolutely wiped out, not oven a woman 
or a baby remaining;. 

The task of computing the number of Armenians who met tlieir deatli in this 
massacre is very dilHcult. The Turkish ofticial registers of the former Armenian 
population aiul what now remains an; utterly unreliable, owing to the large numbers 
unregistered in order to escape taxation, while many luionicial Turkisli estimates of 
Armenian losses are far in excess of those given by tlie Armenians themselves, and are 
evidently exaggerated. After v(;ry minute and careful iiujuiry, 1 believe llmt close on 
8,000 Armenians j)erishwl in the two days’ massacn; of the 28th and 29lh !)(;cembcr, 
1895, between 2,500 and .3,000 of whon) were killed or burned in the catliedral. 

I .should, however, not be at all surpri.s(;d if the figure of 9,000 or 10,000 were 
subscciueiiily found lobe nearer the mark. 

Moreover, the condition of ilu; thousands of widows, many thousiinds of orphans, 
;ui<l the growiMij) men who remain, is wretched in the last extreme. At present the 
mortality, owing to uncared woumis, lumger, disease, and general extreme; low physical 
and moral condition, is great, and may become still greater. 

'Die loss of proiierty, estimateil roughly at from .C'f. 150,000 to C'J'. 200,000, is 
still harder to ealeulatc;. ’Die majority liave practically lost all except the clotlujs on 
their backs, while the authorities liave made no serious atlompl to restore the plundered 
property, l^’amilies which were formei'ly well off are now reduced to penury, and are 
loo );roud to ask assistance. Many of ilu; children are unable to claim and look after 
die house and land property of their dead parents, and a great portion of this property 
is certain to be lost. Again, many .Mussulmans, especially villagers, were largely 
indebted to the town Armenians. Those debts are now unrecoverable, as the Mussndmau 
thinks he has the same right to retain this property of the rebellious Armenian “rayair* 
as he had to take their lives and other property. In fact, one of tlie features and 
reHullsof rec<?nl massacres hsw Ikjcu the veritable “scisactheia,” as regards Mussulman 
debts to Armenians. 

'Die general position of Armenians here and in the surrounding country, if not, 
indeed, in tlio Asiatic provinci's of the I'hnpire, is d<;ploral)le. They are practically 
eoiisidered ns outlaws, and it almost amounts to a capital oflciicc in the eyes of the 
Mussulmans to be an Armenian. Xothing but tlie stern jmuislimeiil of the Mussulmans 
\‘.ho have been prominent in recent massacres ami disorders, comliined willi a long 
periotl of trancjuillily, can restore confidence, and it is very doubtful whether this period 
of trnmpiillily will he vouchsafed to tlie Stdtan’s Govoniment. That Cjovernmcnt has 
committed the fatal error of coufoumling the guilty with tlie innocent, and, instead 
of using its just rights to punish w ith ail the severity of the law such Armenians as have 
ciigsiged in really treasonable action against tlieir lawful i'uli:r.s, it has commilteil the 
turther and all but irrejiarablo blunder of allowing the .Mussulman population to 
usurp the prerogatives of Government by wreaking their blind and unrcasoiiiug fury 
on a, to a great extent, guiltless section of 'nis Majestv’s most infelligenl, hard-working, 
and useful subjecis. 

'I'tio magnitudo of the Onrfa disaster, in spite of oflieial perverted accounts and 
denialH, seems to liave startled even the Turkish Government; but its intention of 
instituting a strict iiKpiiry, and punishing the officials responsible for it, may be seriously 
doubted, from the haste with which some of these oflicials were removed to distant 
j/ortions ot the Kmpire—Ilassan Hey, the Major of Gendarmes, mainly tlic cause of the 
first massacre of the 2Stli October, having been sent to .laiinina; whih- Nazif Pasha, 
Brigailier-Geni ral in command of the troops who led on the second mnssjicro, wa.s at 
once removed to Koniah, at the confluence of the lOuphrates and Tigri.s. 

'I'lie local aulhoritics at Ourfa and in other towns of the region I have visited, 
excluding the Zeiioun incident, nimn the origin of which I am not in a position to 
proiumnc*; an opinion, have not, 1 believe, connived at or bronglit about these massacres 
without having in their hands justificatory instructions. These instructions are the 
result of their deliberate and criminal misVejirc.seiilatiuns to Conslantinojdc regarding 
the Arnieiiians, together with the falsi* aiul unstalesmaulike altitude of the Central 
Government cm the whole (|uestion. It is difllcult to api>ortion the blame exactly 
lietwecn the Central and Provincial Governments, but, 1 am sure, the Sultan’s Govern¬ 
ment feels that tlie secret mechanism which brought almut this wliolcsale destruction 
of life and properly will not bear the light of day; and that (lovernment will never, 
unicM under such outside pres.snn‘ as that of ISttl in Syria, consent to make a serious 
intjuiry, preferring to profess l){‘licf in the distorted versions of recent occurrences 
furnished by unscrupulous provincial functionaries. Diplomatic pressure may prevail 
u|K)u the Sultan to send a Commission to investigate; but unless the element of fear of 
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foreign interference by force enters into the deliberations of such a Commission i(» 
proccedmgs, as far as eliciting the real truth and repairing the disasters is concerned 
will be fiircical, and, wlide serving to deceive Kurope, will only aggravate tJie deplorable 
lot of the Chri.stian populations of these pmvinces. 

There is one fact which stands out proniiiiently amid (he confusion of statements 
and eonnter-statemen s witli regard to recent events. All sections of the Ottoman 
populalions, .n spite of their general ignorance, have a kevn Jla!r as to the main tendency 
of the «ishcs of their aniocratic Ooyornmon t; and both Mussnlnians and non-M nssnlmans 
asscit tliatthe Government wished these massacre-s to take place, and that if it had not 
so wished they could not have taken place. 

That Goyernniciit has been since in possession of both sides of the (incslion, but so 
far It shrinkb from inquiry and manifests no desire to repair tliese disakers. Until it 
docs so, Its popnlalions will not alisoive it from tlie ciiarge of liaviiig deliberateiy worked 
up these massacres. ® 

Amid llic wild devastation and destruction whicli lias swept over tins region tlioro 
us one large Armenian village, named " Gnerimicli," wliicli lias so fur escaped. Tliis 
extraordinary fact liapiKiied in tlie following wayi-Wlicn the Moslems attacked the 
Armenians of Onrfa, a mounted and armed multitude of tribal Kurds and Arabs bore 
doun upon Gnermncli. aiio Armeniaiis, pitching a few tenls they possessed in front of 
tlie xillagu, made as large a display of armed force as they could muster, firing off thoir 
guns, imd at the same time sending forward word to their assailants tliat tlio tents were 
01 ciipied by soldiers sent by tlie Government to protect tlio village. Tlie Aralis and 
Kurds, who liad been incited to destroy the village, were puzzled, deceived, and with- 
drew, under the impression that the Government, for some ine.xplicablc reason, was 
really protecting the villagers of Gnermncli. 

The antliorities of Onrfa shortly afterwards summoned the Gucrmuch Armunians 

aml‘Vrabr"’Th *'7 "'’“S*-''’ •■'Hacked the .Mussiilmaii 

a, hntiH » r- ^ Armenians however, came m in a body to Ourfa, telling the 
anllimities ll at if Government wished them to be massacred, they bad better do so at 
buMhaM?".' Armenians) were completely at tlieir mercy, 

but lliat they would never surrender tlicir weapons, wliieli were tlieir only iirotcctioii 
against the surrounding armed and hostile Kurdish and Arab tribes. Thoylllll remain 

■“ i>»i"" 

hetw, ,m "a,lOO an<l 500. Some of these became Mussnlmaiis 

ncc . ,d.,.r JnM 7"- "’"fa'-re (i.c. between the 28tli October and the 20tli 
n,r.la,. ’ 1 “’"'“ ‘"'assaerc, and the romuiiuler since that 

S i ‘ conviction that there was no securitv 

AiS'EKSfS Sss;; ” 

.^IoS impidnli^''“““'"'aas Oy the odicials ami 

consin!ln.'‘'f ‘' 1 '”' conlaincd in the tbrogoing account of the Onrfa massacre 

loiislilnto a grave cimrgo against tlie Ottoman Government, and I liave boon diilv 
iinprc^ed vyilli tlie rcsponsiliiRty of embodying tliom in an official Rcixirl ^ 

aivvnv. mctlimls of llic Tiirkisli Administration do not 

i 7, K"■' of ‘''c evidence usually required by a European Com t 

hccii at great pains to sift earefnlly my information, llie greater imrtion of vvdich 
aiiliiority “"fees, or have liad confirmed by Musaiilnnin 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. U. EITZMAUHICE. 
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Inclosure 3 in Xo. 66. 
r'jce-Co«sKi i*'i/ 2 maurice to Sir P. Currie. 

gjy Adiawan, March 25, 1890. 

IN accordance will) your lixcclleiiey's tclcgrapliic insiniclions of Ihc 9lli Marcli to 
visit and reiKirl nimn tiie massacre and consequent conversions to Islamism in this town, 

1 arrived here on tlie 23rd March. 

The massacre Iiero began on the 7tli November, 1895, and lasted three days. 
About tile Isl and 2nd November, llie dates of tlie massacres at lliarbekir and Soverek, 
liio Armenians liere obtained information of a plot among the Mnssnlmans to massacre 
them, and bcsonglit the protection of tlie local authorities. The Ka'imakam gave them 
all possible assnrances, but, not being reassured, they wished to telegraph their fears to 
the superior authorities. Their telegrams, though accepted, were not sent, and on the 
7lh November, Tlinisday, a mob of the town .Mussulmans and neighbouring Kurds, 
mainly instigated it appeals by a local magnate. Sheikh Aglia, assaulted the Christian 

cinaritr.^ population of Adiainan consisted of about 11,000 Mnssnlmans and 4,000 
Christ inns, of whom .some 2.)0 were Syriati.s. The same plan was followed as in other 
recent massacres in these parts. They killed 110 pemms, mostly males, including two 
priests, and then collected the women and children, with such men as had managed to hide 
during the period allowed for the massacre, in a largo carav.anscrai, where they remained 
in a wretched state ol terror and destitution for a week. The mob wished to set fire to 
this building and biir.i them all, and was only prevented from doing so by the exertions 
cliicflv of the Kadi. 

Uiiring their detention there, their houses were completely sacked, the windows, 
doors, and almost every particle of iron being carried off. One hundred houses were 
ruined, seventy fired, and the Gregorian, Catholic, Syrian, and I’rotcstant chiirchcs 
plundered and’ransacked, the tomb of an Atnorieati missionary in the I’rotcsiant ehnrch 
having been desecrated. 

As a result of the massacre, there are 2.')0 new widows and 370 new orphans, while 
twenty-six Armenians were wounded, but escaped with their lives. Among the 
•410 killed were 25 Syrians. 

The loss of Christians' proiwrly is estimated at .C 70,000, and the anthoritics have 
made no effort to have stolen property restored, while not a single .Mussulman connected 
with liic massacre has been in any way piniishcd. 

During the mas.saere some 150 Armenians ol this town became Moslems, but only 
liirty seven still profess that religion, the remainder having returned to their old 
faith. 

The number of conversions in the iieighbonring villages, mainly through the 
ill-tin mentality of the Kurdish .\gha3, 1 calculate at about 840. 

The principal feature of the .'Vdiaman innssaere was the thoronghness of the 
plundering, tl.e loss of life, 410 out of some 2,000 males, being comparatively small, 
while the fact that the majority of the converts have returned to Christianity points to 
the ab-wnce of tlie element of fierce religions faimtieism. 

The Government ollieials here, as elsewhere, might have easily prevented Ihc 
massacre, but iireferred from some motive to allow it to take place. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) G. U. PITZMAUUICK. 


Inclosurc 4 in No. 60. 
yicc-Comiti I'itzmiuiTici' to Sir P. Currir. 

Sir. AdiVomoi, Morch 20. 1890. 

TllK following facts regar ling the iniissacre during November last at the neigh- 
bonriiig town of Severek. in the Uiarbekir Vilayet, may have a certain interest and 
value. I give them, however, with some reserve, as I have not had an occasion of 
verifying tliem by piirsoiial inquiry on the spot, but I believe them, meagre as they are, 
to lie fairly reliable, as they coine’from a trust worthy source. 
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The population of Severek was about 18,000 or 20,000, of whom some 6,000 were 
Armenian or Syrian Christians, and the remainder .Mussulman Kurds. 

During .luly, August, and September of 1895, the Severek Christians were roughly 
treated by their .Moslem neighbours, and threatened with annihilation. 

The‘final massacre began on the 2nd November, the day following that of Diarbekir, 
and lasted several days. The plutidering was of an exceedingly thorough nature, even 
the stone flooring (Severek stone is of a hard and valuable kind) of many Christian 
houses having been removed, while the killing was of a scarcely less thorough nature, 
close on 800 out of the 1,500 Christian grown-np males having been slain. 

The Syrians and Clningiishly Armenians who inhabited the same quarter were 
almost cxtcrininalcd. 

In many cases the alternatives of death or Islam were oftered to the Christians, and 
atront 200 accepted the latter. 

No distinction was made between Armenian and Syrian. 

Chnrches were not respected, those of the Gregorians, Protestants, and Syrians 
having been sacked. 

0.sman Agha, the most iKiwerfnl local magnate, is charged with having been the 
fonienter of the massacre, and he was ccrlaiuly influential enough to have prevented it 
if lie had so desired. 

I may add that a niiinitcr of the Christians fled to Veranshehr, and were there 
protected by a Kurdish Chief, Ibriiliiin Pasha. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) U. 11. PITZIIAUP.ICE. 


Inclosurc 5 in No. 60. 

Pice-Conaul Vitzmumice to Sir P. Currie, 

,,,,,,,,,, , lietieani, iPirch 2~, 1S90. 

I 11 A\_K the honour to report that I arrived here on the 20th .March, in conforniitv 
with your E.xcelleney’s instructions. ■' 

This town c.iii boast of the enviable reputation of being the only white spot on the 
mail 1'"® region, no massacre or disturbance resulting in a serious loss of life or 
property having occurred here. 

The fact is, owing to the altitude of the local .Miissnlinan Notables, chiefly a certain 
\ akob Pasha, who absolutely refused to be a party to or allow any injury to be done to 
the'2,U00 Armenian Christians of lleliesni. In doing so they have incurred the resent¬ 
ment of the neighbouring Mussulman impulutions, and, I iiiidei-stand, their conduct has 
not met with the coinniendalion one might have expected from the authorities. 

About the 10th November, 189.5, shortly idler the massacres at Adiainan and 
Severek, large bands of Kurds arrived, with the intention of attacking the lleliesni 
Armenians, but manifested considerable surprise on ciieonntering the resistance of the 
Behesni jMiissithnans, who declared that their Arineiiians were peaceable, and that they 
would not allow them to hu molested. 

The Kurds withdrew, but returned shortly afterwards only to meet with the same 
resistance. 

aovurninent then dispatcheil troops to the town, and they, on the Kurds renewing 
tile attack, fired upon the latter, killing and wotinding some twenty of them. 

1 he troops did so witlioiit eonstiUiag tlio Mussulman Nota])le8| who maintained that, 
ny the exevciso of their personal influence, lliev could have warded oIF lliis third attack 
without the shedding of blood. 

The Armenians of IJehesni are still safe, and it is to be hoped that they will escape 
Uie reeurrence of any such disorder ns that which has just occurred at Killis on Iho 
-iUtli March. 


1 have. Sec. 

(Signed) G. 11. ITTZMAUllICE. 













Inolosuro 6 in No. (10. 


Vict-Conml Filtmaurice to Sir P. Currie. 


Sir, Aleppo, April 9, 1896. 

I RKG to offer the following reninrks on the (jncstion of the recent, conversions to 
Isinmism in the region which I have just traversed :— 

In addition to the nnmlwrs of converts already reported by me (Hirejik town 
.and district, 4,300i Onrfa, BOO; Severek, 200; Adianian and district, 900, i.c., 5,900 
in all), I leanit while at Marash that 200 Armenian houses in the Albistan district, 
11(1 individual Armenians in the Anderm district, and a large number in the villages 
close to Marash had also adopted Islainism. 

Tlie pretence of the .authorities that, by refusing to allow the performance of the 
legal form.alities required in the case of conversion to Islam, they have not recognized the 
new converts, is what I must call in irlain language a sham. 

The local authorities have in no instance, to my knowledge, taken the necessary 
steps to secure these Armenians the degree of confidence and freedom requisite to enable 
them to resume the practice of their old faith, nor have they, during the few months 
which have clairsed since the massacres, prevented the ,Miusnlman population from 
forcing these Armenians by threats of death or otherwise to adopt in its entirety their 
new religion. They arc obliged to wear turbans, to attend mosriues, and learn the 
Koran, to be circumcised, not to speak Armenian, and to be known officially and privately 
under tlie .Mussulman names. I have myself seen some of these new Armenian converts, 
members of an Administrative Council, at sittings of that Council, presided over by the 
chief administrative^ anthoritv, addressed by their Moslem names, and allixing their 
official seals which also bore tlicse names. 

Many of these Armenians, seeing the impossibility of again professing Christianity 
in their native towns, have abandoned their property, and fled to other towns, where 
they were not known, and could, in jwvcrty, practise their old faith. The authorities 
have sought them cut, and forced them to return to their native places, where they are 
once more obligeil to live as Mussulmans. 

The aspects of the conversion question ditl'cr in different towns. In some places like 
Marash and Aintab, where there remains a large Christian population, a great part of 
the new converts can, by keeping out of observation, gradually and in tlie course of 
time, avoid tlie profession of Islainism. In others, like Adianian, where the massacre 
does not seem to have been cbaractcrizcd by intense religious fanaticism, the majority of 
the converts have reverted to their former religion. But at Albistan and Birejik, and 
generally in the villages, where the entire Christian population has turned Mosiem, the 
problem is much more difliciilt. The old Mussulmans of these places show their extreme 
aversion, backed up by very significant threats, which the authorities do not prevent, to 
allowing the former Christians to return to Christianity, and ns no Christian houses or 
priests remain, it is impossible for (hem to make even a secret profession of their old 
religion, owing to the smallness of the towns and the consequent close every-day relations 
between Imlli sections of impiilntion. 

This conversion (piestion, if not the most serious, is the ugliest feature of recent 
massacres. It is also the most difficult of remeily, for, though enlightened interpretations 
of the Mussnlinan religious and civil law do not sanction such peculiar changes of 
religion, yet the ignorant masses of the Mussulman i>opulation, whose fanaticism has 
been deeply stirred, and who have now for some time regarded and treated the now 
converts ns Jfoslems, would, iu case of their reverting to Christianity, consider them as 
renegades, and thus punishable by death, according to the precepts of the Koran. 

I hare, &c. 

(Signed) G. II. FITZilAURICE. 
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No. 07. 


Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisburp.—(Reeeiced May 4.) 

(No. 336. Confidential.) 

My Lofd.„ , Peru, April 27, 1896. 

M Iin retereneo to my despatch No. 319 of the 22iid instant, I liavo tho honour 
to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which I have received from 
tho Acting British Consul at Jeddah, making further observations on the subject of 
the Vali’s visit of excuse, and insisting on the desirability of his recall. 

T entirely agree with Mr. Allxm that the Vali ought to bo dismissed; at tho 
same time, I feel convinced that the pilgrimage will never be put on a satisfactory 
footing until tho matter is seriously taken in hand by one or more of the European 
Powers, and such a display' of force made ns will compel compliance with tho 
deiunuds made. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CUKRIE. 


Inclosuro iu No. 07. 

Acting Consul Alban to Sir P, Currie. 

(Confidential.) 

8>f. JcMih, April 2, 1896. 

IN my despatch of the 30th ultimo I reported to your Bxcellencv on the 
oflicinl visit of excuse made by tho Vali, Ahmed Ratib Piuslin, on the 30lh ultimo, and 
I have now the honour to make a few observations on that subject and on (he "■ciieral 
behaviour of the Vali. ” 

The visit of the Vali has created a considerable impression here, it being well 
known that he was forcctl to come here for that purpose much against his will. It is 
regarded as a deep jiersoiial humiliation to himself, and as well deserved in view of his 
cul])ahlc inactivity in the matter of (he arrest of the assailants of tho Consuls and his 
genoml misconduct. 

On the other hand, although it is well known that the visit of the Vali was not 
officially in any sense satisfaction for or termination of tho incident of the 30th May- 
last, and that the Vali was pressed by myself and my Prencli colleague to continue to 
endeavour to arrest tho culprits, there is undoubtedly an impressioii among the public 
and the Turkish oflicials here that there is now no immediate necessity for niiv 
further measures, and that by the time the pilgrimage is over tho matter will be 
pmctically forgotten, and no further satisfaction will Ixj demanded. That the incident 
shcnild teiminate in this way would, I think, be almost as great a disappointment tc 
many of the better class of natives ns to the European Colony, for the foimer, like the 
latter, attrihiite the chief respoiisihility for tho outrage to the Grand Shereef, whose 
uniiopularity is extreme, and consider that the Vali lias made no real attempt to arrest 
the culin-its. I have been asked reiicatcdly whether the matter is now closed, and I 
have replied that the arrest of the assassins is being demanded, and that the question 
reinniiis iincliniiged. I urn see, however, that it is considered certain that no further 
steps will be taken by the local authorities, and that some surprise is felt that the 
Vali has not yet been recalled, as bas been constantly expected. 

The conduct of tho Vali throughout this matter has been discreditable. Although, 
during his visit to me, he performed his unwelcome task with proprietv, his explanation 
as to the measures taken by him was most unsatisfactory. If his statement be 
accepted ns correct, it was a confession of deplorable impotence, but it was evident to 
me that he could but thinly disguise the fact that he had never contemplated the 
arrest of the culprits, or taken any serious measures to apprehend them. His remarks 
eReclt. no less than his manner in making them, convinced me 
Biat he knew the real reason, which was one which ho found it impossible to divulge. 
During his nine months residence here, in spite of tho requests of some of mv 
collcmgucs and myself for information, he never condescended to acquaint us with any 
ot Ills proceeilings either in writing or through tho Kai'makam here, and in some cases 
returned no reply to our letters. 
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l)ul it is not only with refcronoe to tlio incident of tl.o attack on tlio Consuls 
that I and 1 ran confidently say my colleagues, liavc serious complaints to make 
•■"oins’t Kalib I’asha. I liave already reported to your Excellency liis general 
'dTscniirtesy in tlic matter of coi-respondence witli the Consular Corps, wliioli is duo to 
bis imloraiicc of ofiicial usages and Ids extreme arrogance, and perhaps also to the 
coiiseiousness that in many instances he iias no satisfactory reply to make. I ha c 
also reported to vour Excellency certain cases in w liich Ins conduct has ^ 

rcprchcnsihle. i should add that there arc several (mastions pending, in which it liM 
* fl,e itlninst ti-onble to cITect any pisigress, while m addition to the action of 
?hf Hi si St S 1 brokerfaiid^ulissau E.;ood, which I ha™ already raported, 
l ore ara one o ?wo* other matters affecting the welfare of <he pdgriins which I am 
now h^itiiin. with him, and which in the course of the next day or two I si all 
nrohahly he obliged to refer to your Excellency, ns 1 bare reason to bcheve that the 
Vnli has wilfultv made false statements to mo on the subject, while liis promises have, 
as . ' lal Cve^ worthless. Hut for my desire to avoid adding to the numerous 
?natti ra whiidi already occupy vour Excellency’s attention, I should iierhaps have been 
lempteVto follorrW^ >norc of my colleagues who in despair have 

iiractieallv ceased to corresiiond with the \ali except on the most truial mattCTS. 

I have however, persevered in my endeavour to settle matters hero m spite of the 
Vali’s .altitiidc, anil have only refeiacd to your Excellency when I saw no prospect of 

"'’‘'‘Tshoi'Katfrbilt?^^ all the cases of extortion fi-om pitoriins, or other 

matters which form the subject of comiilaint hero, the Grand Sliercel (encouraged by 
his lU'cnt, Omar Nassif, and the unscrupulous gang which surrounds him) is the 
originator and iirinic mover, and, oinlmldcncd ny impunity, ho disregards the most 
striiv'cnl orders'from Constaiitinoplo. This has always been tlio ^o, but 
Hie previous Valis have been a check on him, and a strong Vali (Uko Osman lashn. 
wln/resolutelv opposed the Grand Slicreef) miiy do much to keep him within certain 
bounds, altboiigli dismissal is, tbtough the intrigues of the Grand Shcreof, su^ro to 
follow speedily.' The present Vali. however, so fur trom being a check on tho Grand 
S creef screens and supports him, although affecting ignorance of his proceedings in 
oS niit to openlyappeaV in the matter himself, 'riipugh, warned by pist c.xperieiice 
he occasionally counsels greater caution, ho invariably ends by aeiiuicscino m the 
Shei-eePs sehoiiics, and is careful to obtain for himself a full share 6t the resulting 
profits. Ife has been his partner in all his moni audacioim schemes, notablv ''>1893 
ill tlic lU'rklot.’s afTair (i-eporUMl in tiic latft Di*. AIkUu* lluzzacks dcsiintch [“o 
25tli .lulv 1803); he ioiiiP'l liini in runninj' pil^Iin-sliips m ISOt, which resulted 
in a loss io the Grand Sheeref but a profit to tlic astute Vali, and ho is now, though 
with some misgivings, supporting the Shereet in his plans for extortion during the 

Alrcaify there have been causes of coniplaiut, iilthoiigb, as a rule, the cimpaign 
mraiiisl the pilgrims does not commence until the last nays of tlie month of the 
inh'rinia‘'e, and more especially at the moment of their return here. It is therefoiv 
evident that wlieii tliat period arrives, there will be the siinio coercion .and extortion ns 
were practised by the Shereef and the present Vali in 1893 (also a Unj Akbar), unless 

prevent ivo measures are taken now. , r.i 

The most iir-ent measure is, I venture to state, the immediate dismissal of tho 
prosunl Vali, and I eai-ne.stly beg that your Excellency will give this siigpstiou your 
serious consideratioii. 1 have had some experience of good, bad, and 
Turkish and Arab functionaries, hut 1 have never, I think, met one who displayed 
incaiiaeilv, dishonesty, official discourtesy and unhlushiiig mendacity in a more 
striking degree tiian Ahmed Ratib r.asha, and in saying this I am not in any wmy 
exceeding ilio popular cstiraato of his character. Apart from other grounds, his 
aititiide as regards tho oiilragc on the Consuls is alone suflicient to warrant his dismissiil. 
His rcc'ill would have an excellent effect bore, and the appointment of a strong \ all, 
who would be a check on tho Grand Shereef, would save the iiilgrims from much 
ill-trcatineiit and extortion during the coming months. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ARTHUR D. ALBAN. 
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No. 68. 


Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received May 4.) 

(No. 337.) 

Jly Lord, Conslantinoplct April 27,1896. 

IVrril reference to my despatch No. 638 of the 1st October, 1896, I have tho 
honour to forward to your Loixlship herewith copy of a despatch which I have 
received from Her Majesty’s Consul at Erscroum, transmitting an extract from a 
private letter res()ccting the situation at Klmrpiit.and the imprisonment of Arraeuians 
at Kcghl. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 68. 
Consul Graces to Sir P. Currie. 


Sir, Erzeroutiif April 16, 1896. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Excellency extracts from a 
private letter, dated ICharput, 28th March, giving an account of the present situation 
there. 

IVilli regard to tho Armenians therein mentioned ns still imprisoued at Keghi, for 
having been the hcarere of a Memorial addressed to tho British, Ercnch, and Russian 
Amhassndors at C’oiistantinoiile by the Christians of Pain, as reported in my despatch 
to your Execlleiicy of the 20th Septemher, 1890, I propose to take an early 
oiiportiinity of drawing the nttenlioii of Raouf Pasha to their case, as Keghi is within 
the Vilayet of Erzeroum. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) R. W. GRAVES. 


Inclosiirc 2 in No. 68. 

Eitract from Private Letter dated Kliurput, March 28, 1896. 

(Extract.) 

YOU may rememher that a iiuiiilier of Palti jicoplu were imprisoued in Keghi 
several montlis ago, who were carrying a Petition from Palu to Erzeroum, to bo 
foi'wimlcd to the Constantinople Embassies. These iiieii are still in prison in Keghi. 
Many Paliilia are here, especially the prominent men from tho villages. A summons 
has come this week for two or three inoii from the village of llovav to go to Keghi on 
this matter. Aison and murder it seems are of less account than an appeal to friendly 
Euroncan Powers. 

’rherc is no movement towards a release of iirisoncra here and in Arabkir, and 
there are no trials of the so-called political prisoners. 

’I'he |irobleni of the future of this people is extremely dillicull. The Vali told mo 
ycsteislay that there are the strictest oniers against giving teskenis to any one who 
IS not known to he going on a definite business. A naturalized Amoricaii, who, 
however, has not shown his passport, failed to get perinissioii to take his wife to 
Constantinople. 

There are occasional acts of violence in the villages, and it will ho some time 
before conlldcnco is restored. Prom tho cazas the reports are loss ixiassuring. In 
Arabkir the Turks are largely armed, and the freniient firing of guns disturbs tho 
minds of the people very much. 

I should have said, in connection with emigration that there is little business ; 
the farmers are not able to work; and tho chief stimulus to business is tho money 
which comes through our hands. 

[704] Z 
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Things arc in a had way in Malatia, and it seems very necessary that tlioro should 
he a radical change in the jwtsonnel of tlic Administration. The JIutessarif is a 
notoriously had man. Bashid Bey, the head of the Sultan's “ Chittlik,” the Zaptioh 
Binhashi, the Cadi, and some othci's arc also men who ought to ho sent away. 

• • • • • 


No. 09. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Ueceived May 1.) 

(No. OSS.) 

Jfy BohI, Pera^ 29, 1808. 

Till; Minister for Boveigu All'airs has informed me that the Vali of lliarhekir had 
reporti'd that the authorities of tliat vilayet were furnishing the eultivatom with seed 
and cattle, and that the reciuirements of the' latter were now fully supplied. 

1 lelcgraplusl to Her Majesty’s Vicc-Con.sul at Diarhckir, inquiring whether he could 
confirm ihn report, and T have now received from Ifr. Hallwnnl a reply stating that 
the officials of the Covernment have not, so far as he has heen aide to discover, 
furnished any seed or cattle to the peasants; the latter, on the contrary, complain that 
they cannot ohiain the restoration of their stolen caltleand goods, altliough they know 
when! Ilii'y are to ho found. 

-V little grain is given to the peasants hy the Government. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PIIILIl’ CUBKIli. 


No. 70. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury—(Rceeiied May 1.). 


•'*> Pera, April 29, 1890. 

\\ I'lTl leferencc to ray telegram No. 129 of the l.lth .Vpril, reporting that a 
'Turkish Kainnikam iiad heen ap])ointcd to Zi'itoun, ami that the Einhassies were 
]irotesting against this infraction of tiie Befornt l)ei:rce, and of the mediation arrairec- 
uient with the Zeitounlis, I have Ihi! honour to inform your liorilship that on fiio 
llttli instant -Mr. Block, together with the Bussian, I'rench, .Vustriau, and Italian 
Dragomans, pvoc(!odcd to the I’orte, for the purposi! of making joint representations 
on tin- suhje(!t. 

Tlie I'oreign Minister staled, in reply to llu! joint cominunioation which was 
made to him, and of which 1 have the honour to inclose !i <'opy— 

1. Tiiat tlu! appointment in (im-stion was only provisioiml and not a i)ermaneut 

one. 

2. That at the time of tin! mediation of the .\mhassadors in the Zeitouu difilculty 
thi! I’orto i!nt.‘r(!d into no definite engagement to appoint a Christian Kaimakam for 
tliat district, and Hint nothing more could he said than that such appointment had 
heen generally provided for in the sehi iuc of reforms. 

3. That it would not he right to appoint a Christian Kaimakam to Zeitoim in 
view of the fact that no other Christian Kaimakam had ns yet lieen appointed in 
.Inalolia, and that the nomination at this jimctiire of such a Kaimakam to Zeiloun 
would leail the other Christians to think that they had only to revolt to ohtaiii what 
they wanted. 

■Mr. Block strongly urged Tewflk I’asim to give the matter his very serious 
eonsideratioii, hut as yet the Hmhassics have only received an nssiimnce’from his 
Eitoolleney to Ihnclfeet that the Grand Vizier was ahout to lake measmvs which ho 
hoped would satisfy the demands of the Amhassadors. 

I have, &o. 

(Signed) I'UILIP CUBBIE. 
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Inclosurc in No. 70. 

JoinI Communication made to the Porte by the Ambassadors. 

^IL rdsulte dcs inforinations parvenucs aux Amlmsssadcurs ct confirmdes en voio 
oflleicusc par la Sublime Porto qu'un Caiinacam Musulman vient d’dtre nommd i\ 
Zditoun. 

.La.Suhlimo Porte n’ignorc pas quo la designation d'lin Caimacam Chrdtien dams 
CO distriet, ddja prevenu par le projet de rdformos adoptiS pour I’Anatolic, dtait unedcs 
conditions formcllcment stipulec pour la cessation des hostilitds fi Zeitoun. 

Lcs Amhassadeui-sdont la respons.ahilhd est dircctoment ciigagdo dans cot arrange¬ 
ment lie sauraient admettro line telle iufraetion de la promesse qui Icur a did faito. Tls 
reelameiit de la inaniere la plus forincllc le respect de cetto proincssc. 


Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Receiced May I.) 

(No. 313.) 

Myi^ril, Pera, April 30,18W. 

,. : , I'ooo'U’ to Iranmnit to your Lordship herewith copies of telegrams 

which have been received by the Brench and Italian Ambassadors, from their Consuls 
at Marash, i-cporting various incidents whioh have taken place in that district. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) PHILIP CUllBIE. 


Inelosnrc 1 in No. 71. 


M. ISarlhetemy to the French Ambassador at Constantinople. 


(Tdldgraphique.) ■ Murache, le 21 Am it, 1800. 

" nkiuniio (laiis hi luonhi^iu^ tic Vcnidjoknlc Ics Pi'^rcs uinsi (iiriiiic puHio dt's 
rdfiigids. Tons sont eaiupds sous dcs tontes. .fe ]irio votre Hxccllenco do denmndcr 
pciir It'S Pelt'S rauloilsation dc s’ain^inn^ci' dos Imhitations umvisoircs sur Ics niines dc 
leurs convents. 


TjO Jliitessiii lf R’est toujours opposd au rci>iili'ioment do tons los r4fu«’ies 
cs ravages eausds par le typhus taut i\ Zditmin ipi’ici. C’cst sans doutc dans 
lesperanco do voir rddiiire lour noiuhre par rdpiddmie. II ainoiilo Ics paysans 

.Miisulmans coiitro Ics iidtres. La garde do znptids qu'oii lour a doiindc pour la forme 
craiiit de les protdger. ,!’ai suspendu Ics ddparts, craignant uiie nouvcllc alfaini 
Salvatore. 


loi mdme, le domicile dcs Franciscains u’est plus rcsiicetd. Le 9 Avril, pendant 
mon sejour ii Dcniijuili, lo .Mutessarif a fait arreter dans le couTent do Marachc uu 
tatliohque, sujet Ottoman. 

la- pillage et Tincundie des couvciits out eu imur auteurs Ics JIusulmans du 
distrijit ct lion Ics .soldats. Les convents incendids sent ecux do Buyuk Kcuy ct do 
Moud)ong Deressi, Ics plus importanfs des trois, iiiais tons Ics trois ont did pilld. 

Les Pdres sollicitent I’ohtciilioii de J'irmnns mitorisaut la recoiistruotion des trois 
convents ct dcs dgli,ses, notamment eellcs des jiaroisses Franoiscaincs d’Aintah ot do 


II faut e’ntlcndro ti I'opposition du Mutesssarif qui n’ost qu'un instrument dans 
hi main dcs Notables Jliisulmnns et do Jlgr. .Vzarian, jaloux de la prospSritd des 
-Missions Pranciscaines. Sans ccs Firmuiis la proti-ction' d’un Agent scrait illusoirc. 
H y a heu d’oiivisnger (Ids ii prdsent Tdvciiliialitd d'liii oxodo dc tons les Chrdtiens do 
ce vilayet et scs coiisdqucnccs finaiicidros pour I’Einpiro. 
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Inclosiire 2 in No. 71. 

Signor I'illo lo the Italian Ambamidor at Constantinople. 

/Tel<!"rai)lii(iuc) Marache, le 21 Avril, 1890. 

' .fli crois (lovoir vous informer quo quclques joum avanl mon diSpart <lc Zditoun, 
Edlu-ni avail ordoniu- de faire rei)atricr trois .Vrmduicna do Aintab, sons nrdtoxto quo 
CCS individus utaient suspects, raenayant )cs chefs do la yillo do rdtabhr lo blocus, s ils 
n’dlaicnt pas livrfo. Sur la promesse i\ inoi donndc par Mbom quo cos trois Armdnicns 
seraient amends a Aintab on touto sdeUritd jc Ics porsuadai .>! so constituer [»ic]. 
ii itaracbe, ils out dtd emprisonnds, soumis i\ une instruolion crimmello, ot, on attendant 
i’ou(5s eomrac Ics ftutfc.s, (le couik do bftton. 


Incloswrc ft iu Ko. Tl- 

.A/. lo Ifie Frcnc/i Ambtissfiifor at Coustantinopfe. 

i *(1110 A .A/(irflcAe,/c 2G ylfW/, 1690. 

■\IALCI ltl5 Ics oi-dres donnds par la Porto les autoritds continuent lours vexations 
<-ontn> los missionnaires a Yenidjekald; olios lour intcrdisent do taillcr lours V.pes, 
lvm's"nicncor leui's ebauips, d'acbitcr dcs bmufs de labour et dcs matdriaux do oonslruc- 
tion- ondloiuBo d’eux lours IldtMes par I’emprisonnomcnt, on lour ddnio lo d-ant do 
™ mo™ aux'iresoins spiritilels dos Clndtions. Los Pdres sonUissidgAs dans Icur ca.^.e- 
nonl par la population Mnsulinane amoutdo conti-o cnx par les autoritds. .1 ai cm oyd 
mon ervass'i.‘lour seeours. Le Mntossarif ..’oppose a mos romontranees qim dos 
ddndKations, Devra-t -il longt.anps onoore mettre notre patience ii 1 dprem e. Si mil, ]0 
soilieito con.mc une favour d’etre r-emplaod. On no d.scuto pas avec un fonct.onnanxi 
(lui no rtvo iiii'elTiision do sang, pillage, of incendie. 

Lo inissioimaiiv Espagnol quo j’ai fait sorlir a la tin do .Tanner ilc Zditoim in a 
dorit qii’il sem sans doute fovciV do lout abandonner et do ai i-ctuw. C ost aiissi inon 
avis *Sa misition n'est idiis tenable. La population Cliroticune do co sandjak songo 
i. dmi-i-er; olio vit sons la torreur onformdc dans scs demciircs dont olio n osc sortir; 
elle ost menaode de peril- do faiin no iionvant vaqiicr ii scs travaiix. Si tons les 
Clirdlioiis no amt pas jetds on prison, co n’est quo grftco ail manque do loc.ui\ et do 
ci-ddil car tous sent coiniiromis, nous assure lo 'Mutc-ssarif. Ix-s Juges mCmo siibissent 
lii proksion dos autoritds; ils nous doniandent en secret la liliei-ld do pouvoir jugcr scion 

lour 001 toldre iiuc le Gouvcrncur do Jfaraclie violo les clau.ses do ramnostio 

accoixlde par elle. En outre tons les ddtenus prdvenus dc crimes so rattacliant aux 
troubles bien iiu’ils n’aient eu ipie le tort dc so ddfeiulrc contro la hxmpo iiui les 
tuaitclicz cux, no mdritont-ils pas autaiil quo les Zdltonnlis la grilco dii Souveram dont 

ils n’out pas couibattn rurnico ? , , « i i /-» u t 

lo Jkludir oidonnc nux Catholiques du La^abaac, dans le Caza d Aiidauue, 
il Zritouii, de rcga-a(‘i- lour pays, ^Mutessarif s’opposc u Icuv retour; dans 
situation difilcilc ccs gens s’adrcssciit u nous. Quo dois-je fnuc r* ^ ^ . 

llicr soir io paremu-ais le quartier de Clicker Boro, dont les Imbitants Clirdtiens 
avaient dtd bri’iles vifs dans leure maisons par les soldats ct les .Musulnians lo 
18 Novembrc, quand uu coup de fusil fut lird sur mm par uii iiuligi no Jlusulinan. 
Los tdiiioins ddolarent qu’ils n’osent donner son nom taut qu« lo Jlutcssarif ot lo 
(jouverneur ^lililaire no seront pas clianges. ^ Cel incident me paKilt bicii cavacleriscr 
la situation ct e’est pour cola rdolleincnt ([ue jo I’ai rappovtd. 
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Inclosure in No. 74. 

Consuf IjtngxBOTth to Sir P. Currie. 

r .M • • . r ... „ Trebizond, jtnril 2S, \80G. 

J “"'Inni from tbc Greek Charge (l-Affaircs in Lon.lon, nhercin objection 

In n,X«’tci; “OU*. ZioCf^ "" 

one from"tn'‘*.l'v "* I’''.™"™!’’' ''"‘"'I ol)jcctionable. and n translation of the 

bov n.. * ^ . 1 ® Jlomorandiim. 1 also subjoin 

luv lines translated from the .Athenian pai.er, the ■' Acropolis.” giving publicitv to some 
unpleasant and mieallcd-fnr remarks made about me in the Greek Chamber. ' 

0,1 „ 1 "'“'""K *" "'“V O'C question a subject of controversy, I .should like to 

'.U^'i’J®*’ ® .u’'-“‘■“'lions that cannot very well be refuted, 'i'licy must 

necessarily be of a gencinl cliaructer, for, in the absence of conclusive evidence, nttainable 
only Ihrmigh a regularly instiliiled and publicly conducted investigation, I cannot vcntiiro 
Inr n "“'i"^ "i"^ particular individual, be be Christian or .AJaliominednn, ivho 

during the oiitbreak behaved shamefully. ’ 

. , * ’.1'!':? *"■“* 1" point out that niy. intention was not to iiiliiuato that Greeks took nart 

111 the killing. It such is the iiniire.s.sion left by a perusal of that pas.sagc in my licnort 
hri'lh?I-n" ■ 1 l>cen on that point ambiguous’ 

n ml wl «'J object was to shoiv that the move, 

menl was political and not fniintical, so nuich so that Turks allowed Chri.stiaiis to ioin 
I hem 111 the plundering, ns well ns I’cr.sians, who arc viewed with .sectarian jealousy and 
eastinwTian onnshmii, moreover, of the .article ‘‘the" .shows that I bad no ila of 
It,. I*’,“■ 7''®®^ ooinimimty at largo, and as for my having done so on the 
® ®,V?’ f "PP I«'l>le to Greek siibject.s, the alwcnce of the word in the 

original ilispela such a supiiosilion. “ 

That Greeks participated in the looting is un<|Ucslioiiable. Were it otherwise I 
w ould have rcli acted the a.ssorlion, then made by me, in one of my subsequent do.sualciies 
Miicli, Ihemilborilies OTy most, of the .stolen nitides were found in Greek houses and 
his up to the end of the search which lasted five monllis. .Alany of them no doubt 
In.ighI the phindci cheap from the robbers, and tiiiis connived in the pilho'c- while 
a few, a very lew f hope, took a decidedly nclivc part in the sacking of idio’ns and 
houses. Iwai men and a woman of this rpiarter alone so distinguishcif themselves on 
that occasion, and there arc others who arc greatly .suspected. 

..,. 11 ..' '.‘""’ ’r “ n.^'''®‘;!‘“ “‘‘'V'* '''>“11“'' ">“ Turks in thievery cannot now be 

nil m '>J' ll'“ publication of my statement has put them 

all on tlieir guard, and the community as a whole has been doing its utmost to co icca 
wl'a.|b'7 'if, ‘'“uy I'le allegation, it matters little pcrhni» 

d .nb wn, r 'n I'leu")ho directly or indirectly shared in the plunder, count In 

th 111 ) c 01 treble figures. .'-iiHiee it to say that a person of my lioiiseliold recognized two 
(.reeks accompanying the mob; that a member of this Consulate saw thfee Greek 
women loaded w l b niioils, and llial thorouglily trustworlby individuals witnessed (ireoL 
) iteriiip am looting the shops of Messrs. Arabian, .■.lahokian, .Marimian Ketvadiian 
llekimmn, (Idiibashiaii, Anoiishian.aiid Oliaiiian. ' uvailjiun, 

AVIieii the (juolation in the “Nea Imera ” was read at Trebiv.ool il... iv„..i. o- i 
the (.reek (onsiil, anil the Greek Notable.s, felt the shame, bat showed no resentment’ 

I .?v''l " ’®'i‘ " *’'®'® 1 ’i’®'* '''ll' uul'ortunately no success It 

Mwcier does llieiii honour ‘o have taken up the matter so very wniiidy and I told 
Jhem so in no stinted leriiia. Ihey wi.dicd me to revoke the statement iii'its entirciv 
I Ins I declined o do without their proving that the whole town is bearing false testinionv 
apt,list them. In tlie country, I ailded. it is alleged that some fifteen (i ctkV„ - K ^ 

‘\l"ifa\..'' 7"-^“ ‘'''''“"iuu villages of Ifil hnlta 

.A Ufa, ike. I hough murdenng and plundering go usually together, I nroiiose M ai’ 
either the Bishop or lhe ( oiisiil should write to me on the .subject, and I wiuid in 
repl) . endeavour to mitigntc any severe interpretation tliat could ho put on the paragraiih 

t, irio^.."T if I'l "‘‘f ” They neither of them vciiUirLl 

t do so, and it, thcrcfoie. any erroneous irnprc.ssion ns to my ineaning still evisLs I 
not to be suspected of either anti- or pro-llellcnic sentiments, * ' 

1 have, iiic. 

(Signed) If. z, r.ONGAVOllT/l. 
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Extract from Comul Lomjworth'e Despatch No. 122 of October 9, 1S95. 

Almost at once hundreds of armed Turks filta.i ii , 
am slaughtering every Armenian they could meet 'The ^ 

first, and then, aided by Greeks ami Persians ^ ?*’‘i J<""ed them at 

maticnlly to break open and loot the Armenian hoiiaM*Bbn*^®' °' i ‘'“'"’“''‘''“'y nnd systc- 
the town, killing those who olTcred the least resistance’ ***’ “'“'“-““"uis throughout 


'Iranslationfrom the "Nea Imera" of February 16 (28), I89i). 

attention, which vie hojL *"'emneol’ir^'rtlmt"^‘‘T® "'“'ll'y “f 

aided by Hellenes amt Persians, bc^in dcliberatelv® "r"®.'', ^ I'’ ?'“* ““'‘I'crs, 

iml loot the houses, shops, and warehouses of tbi “y^l^'uul'cally, to break open 
csistance.” ' "nrenouses of the Ariiieiiiniis, killing those ofTering 


at Tr'ebizmid, consequoM ml'the* pilbHcmU™ of'adcrVrf 

m which he report? that nelleneTtm,k It ii u ."‘■ilisli Consul there, 

kinsmen had hastened to protest n-minst tlii« ^.,7, *• ® “* Armenians. Their 

that the Government is bound to fake the nere'snr'""i ®'‘ “""'y’ '>"1 *''■ Bl'ta.vias thinks 

made kiioip, ‘'mi'\heii'O.imil’hmMmstmmd'f^ 

assurance that if was written on erroneoM nfor litv. ''I'“““''“'I tl'“ 
not content with this: satisfaction, and instruetertbo , 7 „ ■''.'''‘l“'y. I'owevcr, were 

that the malevolent statements should be olllciallv'Lniillmh"*'”" •° ‘'“'"K"'! 


No. 76. 

.8ir P. Currie to the hlan/aess of Salisbar,/.~(Hceeiced .May t.) 


(No. 818.) 

*My Lord, 

vvlucMC.m:iveSrm/S’S“!L‘^ 

state of that vilayet. A telegram from Aft Vvn'p '“Vl 1®!' (ho critical 

Saadeddin Pasha has not fiiTlilled hi" prom'ii, To“7.’ullif r "'V'*’®'’’^ 
toiitmno to commit outrages; the Treasurv is bo. kw?. ‘'‘u' t'"-' latter 

tax<vs andthcArnienianshave no moneJ^^^ -Slmkr-o^l^ 1“' I’-i'’ 

save the jirovince if he is sent with f H'novvera ii.d^i 'i‘ i'® ‘ n ^ P“raon who can 
to the local Tri'asurv Mi- AV'iii: * .mil not less than 16,000/. ,os a loan 

‘•“ports to the Foreiioi AlinMcr Mr t'le siibstniice of .Mr. AVilli«ms‘ 

.he Uussian l,ra;p,man. lAnvflk 

I have, &c. 

(Si,gned) PHILIP CUJUtlli 







92 


Inclosuro in No. 75. 

Major II illiams to Sir P. Currie. 

Fan, April 15,1896, 

‘ X iiaVK tlio lionoiir to report that the conilition of tliis proviiico remains most 
serious. Bcside.s the murders already reported, several isolated mes have occurred m 
the vicinity of the town, the total deaths since the 30th Jlnreh amounting to 
thirtv-cieht. Tor inst.ancc, two Armenian shopKccpers were proceeding to Van Iroin 
IVastan with some Jtahommedans and three Christian tax-collectors—in all eight 
pel-sons. They (the shopkeepers) were murdered in broad daylight by 11 astan Kurds 
nhoiit I miles from A"nn, under circumstances of great brutality. I intcrrogat^ one 
of the Ohristians in the presence of the Vali. He saw the Kurds u;ho ^mimtt<^ he 
crime, and even talked with them, but stated that he would be unable to identify the 
men whom the Vali had sent for. Ho must have known jierfcctly well, but was afraid 

Calliolicos of Aklitaniar. a most e.xccllcnt and reasonable ecclesiastic, 
has iust inforn'icd me that a large number of men have been circumcised in the district 
of fjagnr, on the borders of the llitlis Vilayet. The rciiorl is probably true, as it is 
well known that in Ibis and the adjoining district of Kbi-mn very many people have 
alreadv embraced Islainism. In every direction I hear that flic villagers are unable 
to go‘out to sow the spring crops for fear of the Kurds. I visited a hamlet about 
3 miles fi-om Van; all tlic people bad lied to tho town, and are too frightened even to 
go out and work during the day. It is impossible to exaggerate the stoto of iiiseourity 
wbicli exists outside the town, or the de.spair and terror of these wretched iioople. 

The Vali does wlmt he can, and too much eniiiiot be B,iid in bis praise, but it is 
impossible for him to protect every village with a handful of eowai-dly naiitielis at liis 
disposal, still less can the regular iiil'antry do so. At tlio best they can protect a few 
villa'o's. and catch up the imirdercra after the damage is done. As regards tho causes 
whitdi b.ave thrown this province into a stale of anaveby, I am sorry to liayo to say 
that there is little doubt that the last attacks on the villages by tho Sliemsiki Kurds 
were in revenge for the iniirdcr of the soldier (retci-red to in my dcspatcli No- 8). j 
appears was a'Kurd. Ills fellow tribc.smen believed that the villages athuiked sheltered 
revolutionaries, and it is probable that they did so. I do not in any w.ay wish to exoiiso 
these savages, for whom no piiiiishment would be too severe, but 1 wish to make clear 
to your I’iXCfllonov tliat it is no ordinary ijlunderin" and raiding that has to ho dealt 
withhure; and now that neisuasion and threats have been tried and found wanting, 
further outrngos can only be stopped by the severest punishinouts. At the same time, 
anv revoliilioiiorics caught sboiiid be piinislied witliout iiiercy. The major portion ot 
till-.\i-iiiciiian iiopuliilimi sees now the folly of this movement, and it only requires a 
deni .nstratioii of the good fiiilli and power ot the Govenimeiit for tlioir following to 
rapidly dwindle away. , , i 11 

Allowing even for tlie poverty and embaiTassmeiits ot the Uovornmciit, it sliouut 
not lie dimcult to make an cxamp'lo of the Kurds guilty of lliese eritnes, tor it must 
not be siiiiposcd that every Kurd is a thief and u murderer. '1 here liavo licen some 
very bri-dit exceptions. Scweral Cliiefs are entirely opiioseil to the recent policy, others 
are'iiiore or less iiiideeided. The irrecoueilablos are iieitlicr numcroiis nor iiowerful. 

Saadeddiii I’nslia is still out in the Serai district, and X am anxiously expecting 
news of liim. llo promised mo to punisli the niitliors ot the late outrages. So fur bo 
lias sent ill a few sheep, and two small Kurdish Chiefs, who were i-csciicd by their 
tviends not far from the town. I still bore that bo will perform bis promise, but I am 
afraid that lie, kiiewiiig that the revolntioiiiiry party is responsible for iiiuoli that lias 
biippeiicd, is ineliiii'd to take a lenient view of the actions ot these bandits. However, 
tiiiiu will show, and it your Excellency lias liocn able to induce His Imperial Jlajesty 
the Sultan to send deH’iiitc oi-ders for the punislimeiit of the authors ot these last 
outrages, all may yet lie well. The great danger to be fearnl here in Ibo immcdmto 
future is that the revoliitioiiaries, seeing tlml notliiiig is boing donc, may commit 
l.liemselvcs. They are said to be pro|xiring to attack outlying Kurdish villages. If 
they do so the Kurds will lose all restraint, and nolliing can save the Armenian villago 

^ * It is, therefore, ot tho utmost im]>orlonco that somotliing should be done, and 
that qiiicklv. I have discussed the matter with the Russian Vice-Consul, with whom 
X am on I’nost friendly terms, mid lie lias agreed to telegrapli to bis Excellency 
Count Ndlidow, urging him to press for the punisbiiicut of the Kurds. 
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As regards the future outlook, it is most gloomy; there may be gleams ot liopo, 
but X can sec no prospect of any real improvement in the position of the Christians! 
Under, at the licst, a weak and impovcrislicd Government, they dwell unarmed among 
lawless and savage tribes who arc armed to the teeth with modem weapons. If they 
arc to continue to exist, the villngcr.s must bo dcfinitoly placed iiiuler the protection of 
certain Chiefs who will be held responsible for their safety, or the Kurds must be 
disarmed. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) AV. If. AVXLMAIXS. 


No. 70. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received May -I.) 

(No. 319.) 

5ty I.ord, Coastanlinople, April 30, l&9i3. 

X HAVE tile lionour to forward to your lordship liercwitli copy of a despatch 
wliicb X liavo received from Her llajcsty’s ATcc-Consiil at Uiarbokir rcsncctiiig tho 
state of tliat vilayet. 

I b.ave, &e. 

(Signed) rillLlX’ CURRIE. 


Inclosuro in No. 76. 

Vice-Consul Jlulhcard to Sir P. Currie. 

8'''> . . Diarbekir, April hi, ISOO. 

XHE Armenian prisoner Mnndaljiii, mentioned in my last dcspatcli as having been 
coiiiniittcd for trial on a capital eliarge, died suddenly in prison two days ago, ot apoplexy 
it is said. The rest are being gradually examined and committed for trial on various 
charges lending to implicate tliein in the lato disturbances. No Stoslcms liavo yet 
licen convicted in tliat connection. Hadji Rcsliid Agii, whom I liavo mentioned as 
chiefly responsible for tlio devastation ot llie Silouan district, is still at large in tlie 
town. The districts in general arc quieter now, tliougli no solid improvement can be 
expected until some sort of justice is done to the various local Agluis and llevs, who 
lerrorizo the Cliristiaii popululion. 

An Armeniaii girl, abducted by a Kurd in the district of Lidja some distance to tlie 
iiortli, was broiiglit to the town to-day, mid deelared bei-sclf a Christian, and was 
accordingly restored to her parents. To obtain the surrender of otlier abducted girls it 
would lio necessary to apply force to the Kurds. It is iirnctieally useless to send troops 
or zapticlis to look for them, as the Kurds liide tlicm or send tliem to other villages 
when the troops appear, or in tho ease of -^ipticbs, resort to bribery. Rut if some of 
tlio Kiiixls snsiieetcd of eoiicealing girls were seized, mid the sumo inotliods applied to 
them, as are often niiplicd to Armenians in prison, much lielter results might bo 

Abdullnli X'nslia, the General who was sent to restore oixler, suddenly left to-day 
for Mousul, w-licro disturbances are said to liiive occurred. Two other oflleiuls who 
came with him, Samili Rey and Rnslidi Rey, remain bore. 1 lo took with liiin Nujif Rey, 
a member of the “ Vouiig Turkey ” party, wlioin I have meiitioiied before ns a disturber 
of the peace, mid a most objectionable young man, mid who it is to be lioped will not 
bo allowed to rotiirn here, t said before tliiit the departure of Abdiillali I'asba would 
probably be the signal for fresh disturbances, and so it would liavo been a nioutli ago, 
but things have so fur quieted down now Hint X should hojK! tliero will be no reiiewni 
of mas^cre. I have no coiifideneo in tin; Ahili, lint there seems to be n general 
impression among Hie Turks that the Government desires a cessation of disturCmiccs 
so that unless an active agitation is reeommeneed liy Ibemitliors of Hie Ibrnicr troubles’ 
a eontiiiiimiee of tranquillity may be fairly looked for. 

/, ^i^'veriiniciit now generally refuses passports to Ctiristimis to go to 

Constaiitiiiople or abroad. If Hie Government put obstacles in Hie way of Iravellbi-, it 
1 .S veiy dillloult to get away, miioU more so than from A^^n or Erzoioiim, wliieli are near 
the 1 erauiii or Russian frontiers. Even if they manage to escape from here they arc 
I '011 ., II 
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linble fo Iw stopped fit Aleppo, Alexfindrettn, or elsewhere. It does not seem to he an 
nnreasonahlc demand tliat tliose who wish should ho allowed to leave the countrj-, 
especially as the Government has of late appeared decidedly to favour the reduction of 
the numhers of the Christians in these parts. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) C. M. IIALIAVARU. 


No. 77. 

air P. Currie to the Marquees o/ Salisburij.—(Received May 1.) 

(No. 350. Confidential.) 

.Mvl/iril, Pera, April 30,1S96. 

■Wrm reference to my despatch No. 330, Confidential, of the 27th April, and 
my despatches Nos. 25 and 28, Commercial, of the 10th and 26th April respeotivelif, I 
have the honour to transmit herewith copy of a Ifemorandum hy Mr. lllock respecting 
the desirability of obtaining tbe recall of tbe V.ali of the Hedjaz, both in connection 
with the continued extortions from jiilgrims, and his unsatisfactory conduct in regard 
to the procccilings against the authors of the outrage on the Consuls. 

T had instructed Mr. lihwk to sound his Kiis-sian and French colleagues as to how 
far their Embassies might bo disimsed to co-operato in pressing the Porte for the 
dismis.sal of the Vali. 

Your Ixn-dship will observe from the inclosed Memorandum that the Russian 
Dragoman stated that his Embassy would probably be willing to act with Uer Sfajesty’s 
Embassy in the matter of the I'ali’s relations with Ilassan Eaoud and foreign 
Iiilgrims, regarding which they had received complniuts similar to those made by 
Mr. Alban. 

The Freneli Dragoman is strongly of opinion that we arc justified in demanding 
the recall of .dlimed Until) Pasha, on account of his inability to give satisfaction for 
the outrages of last May. 

1 awail your I.s)rilship’s instruclions before making any proj) 0 sal for joint action 
to the h'lvneb and Russian Embassies. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) PUILIP CURRIE. 


Inolosuro in No. 77. 

Memorandum by Mr. lUock, 

MR. ACTING CONSUI, AIJiAN’S Nos. 27 and 28. 

I have on two occasions spoken to the Foreign Slinister on the subject of the 
extortions pnictised ui)on the Jiritisb Indian pilgrims. I have pointed out tliat 
vintil the Grand .Shcreef and the Vali are changesl no lasting ainoliomfion can bo 
expected, but as this does not seem feasible, in view of the support extended to these 
functionaries by the Palace, I urged the Porte to have ITaasan Daoud sent out of the 
country ; this last measure was within the eompetence of the Porte, it was highly 
ueeess:)ry, and might afford temporary relief. I pre.sscd for an early reply to the note 
of Her Majesty’s Jvml)nssy No. 34 of the 28th March. 

I regret to state that even the dismissal and hanishment of Ilassan Daoud will not 
hi- obtaineil without further pressure. 

As for the Grand Shercef; although Mr. .Vlban insists that until he is changed 
the extortion will continue, it is impossible to bope for his dismissal; he is related to 
S!i'i<l Essad Effondi, the representative in the Palace of the tomb of tbe Prophet at 
.Mediiui, who is, perhaiw, the most inUuential religious Sheikh in the Sultan’s 
entouraye. 

The Vali might bo changed, but it will require sti-ong pressure. The Russian 
Dragoimin informed me tliat Ins Embassy would probably bo willing to act with this 
Embassy in tbe matter of the Vali and Ilassan Daoud, as the complaints they receive 
are very similar to those of )lr. Allian. 

1 iiave spoken also to the E'rench Dragoman with regard to the advisability of 
pressing tor the removal of the Vali on account of bis inability to arrest the assailants 
of the four Consular olficcrs in May last, a year ago. 
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Ra f recall. Ahmed 

except femTwflliThetr^rd sScM td ^0 

he alone could discover and pllsh fto «nb ™ 

As Ins mission lias now failed signally, his recall rnul/] Tia c i a • 

April 29, 1896. (Signed) ADAM BLOCK. 


No. 78. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received Man -J.) 

(No. IM.) 

(lelegi^lnc^JraP. No. 142 of 30fh April 1896, 12-26 p.m. 

Pasha wm jmstTo miet“ ldrExXc:."'‘r^i^rtim 

and to reran n with him for the S ™si>“t'vo vilayets, 

Fi-sinjan, as we have m, V^l’^oCdM E^iertL"'"""’- 


No. 79. 

(No 127 ) ■'^lurque.es 0 / Salisbury lo Sir P. Currie. 

Sir,' 

«... 

provinces ho shall ho^met at the fiinltipr r approaching journey in IIh; 

ivhowill remain wiih C dthlg liu"tay '^i™-Cous«l, 

GovmZc„r“''"'«* “PProval of Her Majesty’s 

1 am, &c. 

__ (Signed) .SALISBURY. 


No. 80. 

The Marquess of Salisbury lo Sir P. Cun ie. 

15. Very Confidential.) 

(lelegraphic.) P. f , 

tlm Vali of thV Iledjas ’ ™ll*»*gt.e3 with a view to obtain the recall of 
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No. SI. 

The Marquess «/ Halishurq lu Sir Currie. 

(No. 120.) iroreiqn Office, May 8,189G. 

’ I 11 .VV U iccoivcd your H.-icoUcuej^s of alTaira'at Wredjik, Urf| 

eoU«>gae3,>u>dI 

Iw iicld to discuss tlie question of forced convorsiou . ^ ^ 

(SiguoA) SALISBURY. 


No. 82. 

Sir ;>. Currie la II,e -Marquess of Hatisbary-iUeceived May 9.) 

(No.UO.) CW«n/.aoy.(r, 9,1800, 7'30 r.M. 

tlie Emlmssios rc.si)ccting ‘ ,,„i,iinicnt of a Mussulman Governor, as 

“B.X'.SS t£s"r 

considering thu matter. 


No. 83. 

Sir I>. Currie lo Ihe Marquess of SalMury.-(lteceieed May 10.) 

(No 100.) Couslanliaople. May 10,1800 210 e.M. 

(Tclognumic.) 1. . . x *im< nil is ouiet at Sued a, and that 

. 


No. 84. 

.Sir M. Durand lo Ihe Marquess of lSulisbury.-(neceiced .May 11.) 

(No. 20.) rehran, April 15,1890. 

Mv Isml, . , ..miOiined in vour l/iriUliip’s despatch 

IN coinplinnee with ‘"*‘'*1 a.lilressci/a note to’tlio I’ersian Goveriimeiit 
No. 20 of the - jUi lel)niarj, 18.0, ... x power for iircventing armed 

urging them to \^ territory and Jco-operate in any measures 

iiieursions across the ^ ^ ' ,i,„ K„rds uiidev proper eoiitrol. 

"■’‘'■'1 hL‘«noru:fhmmur"t^ f-" >•-Sadr-i.A.iiu on 

Ihesiiliieet. I have, &e. 

(Signed) Id* ^d. DU RANG. 
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Inclosuro in No. 8-4. 

The Sadr-i-Jzam lo Sir M, Durand. 

(Translation.) April 10, 1890. 

IN reply to your R.vcelleiiey's note of the 3 h 1 April regarding the Armenians and 
ilic frontier Kurds of A/.erhijaii, I have the honour to state that I am miieli 
obiiged to the British Government for their advice. I think it well to inform you 
that the Knixls and other frontier trihes of Azcrhijaii are so uiiiuitely watched tiy the 
I’crsiaii frontier olTieinls, esiieeially since the question of the Turkish'.trnieninns,'that, 
though the Kurdish Chiefs in Turkish territory have repeatedly invited the Persian 
Kimls to join them in atrocities against the Armenians, they have not dared to do so. 
This very point will prove to yoiir Uxecllency to what extent the Persian olllciala have 
kept a careful watch over the Persian Kurds, notwithstanding their inherent inelina- 
tion to eominit raids and imirdei-s. 

IVith regard to the Anneiiians residing in the frontier villages, I have to slate 
that the Azerhijaii authorities have einployeil numerous oflleiuls at dilferont points on 
the frontier to kee|) watch on the actions of the -Irmcnians, and that reports of tlieso 
oflieials are received continually. In consequenee of the ivpeated instruetions given 
to the Azerhijaii authorities and judging from the reports, 1 do not think that the 
Armenians intend making an incuraion into Turkish territory. 

It cannot he said for certain that no arms are to he found among so many 
thousand Armenians, hut the local oirieials nro of opinion that should some arms h'e 
found nmongst a few of them these are meant merely for defence against the Kiiixls. 
The Chiefs of the Kurdish tribes in Turke^v have repeatedly eneroaehed on Kutiir with 
impunity, and have demanded that certain Pei-sian Armenians should he given up to 
them hy the local authorities, stating that if this were done thev would oncroacli no 
further. 

In consequenee of those repeated encroaehments the local authorities have hecii 
ohligcil to romove the'Arnicnians of Kutiir residing in the frontier villages to some 
other place in order to free them from the constant persecution of the Turkish Kurds. 

On the receipt of your Excellency’s note, I sent instructions to the Azerhijan 
authorities to make inquiries into the matter, and should there ho any possibility of 
lawless incursions, to take the neee.ssary steps to prevent them. 

(Signed) SADIl-I-AZAM. 


Consul-Ciencral IPoorf lo Ihe Marquess of Salisbury.—{Ueceiued May 11.) 


Jl.v J-wril. Tabriz, Apiit 22, ISOO. 

1\ ITU roference to my desiKitch No. 10 of Ihe lllh instant, reiwrling the 
threatening state of alfaira existing on the Turco-Persiaii frontier, I have the honour to 
forwanl a cojiy of a letter I have roveived from Dr. Cochrane, of tlie American 
Preshyterian .Mission in Urumiah, giving furl her news of Ihe aggrossivc attitude of the 
Kurds under Turkish protection. 

I have also the honour to inclose Ihe copy of a translalion of a letter I thou'dit it 
expedient to addross Ihe Kargiizar, or -Agent for Foreign .Vlfairs in Tabriz, on the 
receipt of the alKive-menlioned eommunicalion. 

From what I gather Ihe Tabriz authorities have slowly awakened to the exigencies 
and responsihilities of the situation, for two regiments and llehl-pieees have licen 
ordeiyd to proceed to the Plain of Salmas, and other iiartsof Ihe frontier, and Ihe Vali 
Ahd is even said lo contemplate accompanying this I'oi-ce. 

As usual, before trixiiis can he moved in these [Nivts, a certain amount of delay is 
inevitnhle; for arrears of |Kiy due to Ihe military have to he settled in .some wav or 
another, and large allowances given to Ihe higher oflieials. 

In the event of the Armenians of llnftevan and Urn other villages in Ihe Plain 
of Salmas, who are, acconliiig to all reports, well-armed, not allowing Ihemsidves to he 
hurried into some rash demonstration hy the revolutionary agents who aro amongst 
them,* anil await Ihe coining of whatever forces are dispatched from Tabriz, it is 

• Some l»elve of llioe nifo loft Tobrii for Salmm od the SOlli iiutunl.—C. G. W. 
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possiI)lp the Kurds will refmin from their intended raid, hut. as too much reliance 
cannot he placed upon the prudence of the Annenians or the promptitude of the 
I’ersians it is to he feared tliat the mountaineers will make a detcrmmeil dash tor 
the enormous spoil to he obtained in the rich and prosperous districts lying below 

them. , „ 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) (’ECIL G. WOOD. 


Inclosuro 1 in No. 85. 

Dr. Cochrane to Consul-General IVood, 

Dear Sir Urumiah, April 10, 1896. 

AVe’ have iust received a letter from Salmas (Dr. AVright) which states that there 
seems to he a considerable danger of an attack on that place by the Kurds. The rcyort 
is euri-cnt that the Alliak Chiefs have sent to the Shokoik Chief, Memad Agha, asking 
him to join them in an attack on Salmas, especially on the village of Uaficvan, 
which has the reputation of harbouring the Armenian Nationalists who have been 
seniling aid to the Armenians of Turkey. . , , .i * t i,»,i 

In a professional call on the Governor this morning, I remarked that I had 
such news from Salmas, and ho said: “AVhy shouldn't the Kurds ooiuo down upon 
S.aliiins; what is to hinder? They are fools it they don't, when there is nothing, 
:il)solute!y, to prevent them fi*om helping themselves to all the spoils that that ilistnot 

..ontiuns.^^^^ tliat he had hcon writing for the last six months to Tahri/,, urging 
upon the authorities the, necessity of having the border well protected this spring, hut 
ho said, “ AVho cares ? The authorities arc perfectly indilTcrent. I mysolf do not think 
there is much danger of any very serious attack very soon, unless several conditions 
come almut which ns yet are not present, hut I do know that if the homer [? remamsj 

as it is now, we are sure to have much trouble , , , 

1 felt that 1 would call your attention to this matter if it has not already been 
ilrawii to it, so that you can use your influence, if thought best, to secure protection to 
this whole border that needs special care this season. 

1 am, Kc. 

(Signed) J. P. COCHRANE. 


Inclosuro 2 in No. 85. 

Consul-General ll'ood to Ike Agenl/or Foreii/n AJairs at Tabriz. 

(Translation.) Tabriz, April 17,1896. 

IT has come to my knowledge through relialilo sources that there is considerable 
ilanger of an attack upon the villages in the Plain of Salmas, of which the principal 
one is Ilaftcvan by the Kurds. „ , „ i- , m vr *i,„ 

For some time past rumours have reached me that the Kurdish Chiefs on the 
frontier have hccii arming with the intention of attack, and these rumoure 'ove »oc>t 
confirmed liv the reports which have reached me since, for it now seems that the Albak 
Chiefs have'sent messages to Alemad Agha, Chief of the Maniash, asking him to join 
them in their raids on Pcreiaii territory. . ,, 

1 liave thought it uiy duty to warn you of what I know, ospooially as tlie 
welfare and safety of English and American sulijccta might lie endangered liy 
any armed attack against the Armenian and Nestorian populations in tlie 1 lams ot 

Jly informants state that it is known that the Governor-Goiieral of Urumiah has 
iifteii written to the Tahri/. authorities during the [last year, bringing to their know¬ 
ledge the dangers tlireatoning Salmas, and urging the necessity of having tlie border 
iiiMtcctcd, hut that nothing so far has been done. . , , .i v i: 

I beg that you will bring this to the knowledge of his Imiierial Highness the VaU 
Ahd. tliat his Imperial Uighne.ss may take the necessary measures to jirotcet the 
property and lives, not only of the loyal Christian subjects ot Uis Impcnut Jlajosty 


99 


the Shah, but the property and lives of peaceful subjects of other friendly Powers 
living in those parts, and by so doing avoid serious responsibilities. 

(Signed) CECIL G. AFOOD. 


No. 86. 

Sir P. Came to the Marquess of Salisbury.~(Receired May 11.) 

(No. 356.) 

‘’«n>atch to vouf L^rdshfp®NoT9 of 
16th April rMpcctiiig incursions of Persian Kurds into Turkish territory have the 

Srni:o? trdrpl“u?st?om^ SuWimePortethe. 

I liave, &C. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


No. 87. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received May 11.) 

(No. 357.) 

l”nAVE the honour to forwanl to your I-ordship“ftt;V’of a^« 
of Mr 4>oHing theirrival 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


luclosure 1 in No. 87. 
Consul Graves to Sir P. Currie. 


T TTAVK* 4-11 1 j • . Erzerowtif ^prxl 22.1.898. 

^vhinh T honour to tran^smit herewith to your ExceHoiicy copies of a despatch 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) R. AV. GRAVES. 


Inclosuro 2 in No. 87. 

I ice-Consul Jlampson to Consul Graves, 


TV 1 ...... Dillie, April 6, 1896. 

1 "ooordanco with instructions received from Her Majesty's Embassy I loft 
Mouah on the 1st, and arrived here on the 31 x 1 instant. 

Sunikv 2nM.‘'>.v «■« Government on the previous 
so March. Ihough no actual force was used, a considerable number of 

e?!? . ““"^1’“'' ^,' '“* fo conduct him out of the town. Under these 

nnt^ll™****"*!?*' o”** f^ foW if •><> refused to go, the authorities would 

an^tmel * 1 “' “"<> considering the risk to the ladies and oliUdrcn of 

fere Mr ‘ T V f'® «‘n?t‘®“f 8'*®!““. *®'. ''>>0 «ro so numerous 

1 Knami thought it licst to submit. The orders to his escort and on his 
coun^^ 'mv lie was to be taken to Alexandretta, and thence sent out of the 
country. Mr. Colo, with his family and that of Mr. Knapp, arc still hero. 










Mnjesty-s Embassy. U.ave. &c-. 

(Signed) ClIAllliBS S. UAM.FS>U.N. 

V S -Tlio Vali lias not returned inv visit, and, by Ids orders, all my ncwsi)ai.ors, 
Ac nvLo een o.^n A a in.st-otllee, and sneb as wore declared obnoxious destroyed. 
On my w>S protest be ropeated bis order, but declined to s.ve .t me m witmg.^ 


No. 88. 

iSir P. Currie (o Ifie Murijuess of Salisburij.—iReccimt Mat/ 11.) 

Conslanlinople, May 0, 18911. 

^ IIIAVU the bonour to forward to your Urdsbip bercwitli j 

M-liirh I liavo received from Her Majesty’s Consul at Jeddah, reporting that hobtilitics 
hiv^tokc^rt heto tm, tribes "of the Yemen, and that the road between 
llodcididi and Sanaa is unsafe. ^ 

(Signed) nilLIl* CUllIlIl*. 


Inclosuro 1 in No. 88. 

Actintj Consul Alban to Sir P. Currie. 

Jeddah, April 15, 1896. 

‘ I jiayE the honour to inclose a cony of a despatch from Vice-Consul 
reporting tliat bostilitics have broken out lietween two tribes of the lemt'u, and that 
the road between Uodcidah and Sanaa is unsafe. 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) AllTUUll D. ALliiVN. 


liiclosure 2 in No. 88. 

Viee-'Coitsul Ahmed to Aclitty Consul Alban, 

Hadeidtth, March 31, 1890. 

I IIAV!) the honour to report that about a week ago two Arab tribes near llajja 
fought with each other, and one tribe killed eight of the other. 

° Now the toad hctweeii llodeidah and Sanaa is not safe, llie camels nith pro¬ 
visions tor soldiers at Sanaa have been intercepted on their way by the Arabs. 

1 have, Ae. 

(Signed) T. U. AUlIliU. 
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No. 89. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marqness of Salisbury,—{Heceived May 11.) 

(No. 800.) 

lly Lord, Pern, May 6,1896. 

I nAVL the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith cojiy of a Memorandum 
drawn up by Mr. Block, giving information received from the I’orte with regard to 
the theft of cattle by Kurds in lickkiari Saudjak, which was communicated to him by 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) PHILIP CUKIIIE. 


Inclosuro in No. 89. 

Memorandum by Mr, Block, 

I HAVE the honour to report that a communication has been received by the 
Minister for Foreign Alfairs, to the effect that about twenty Kurds of the tribe of 
Milan, in the Saudjak of Ilekkiari, have stolen the cattle and household offeets of the 
Armenian village of Conzonldja, in the Nahie of Erdjik. 

Tlic robbers were pursued by mounted zaptiehs, and their booty was recaptured 
and restored to the owners. In reporting this incident to the Porte, the Vali of Van 
adds that the assailants had made good their escape, and that one of tlio zaptielis had 
been wounded. The Minister of the Interior had thereupon sent oiders that gendarmes, 
and, if necessary, even soldiers, should be sent against the guilty parties wherever they 
might be, and to take all the requisite steps to capture them at any cost. 

(Signed) ADAM BLOCK. 


No. 90. 

Sir P, Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury,—(Received May 11.) 


(No. 302.) 

My I/nd, Peru, May 7, 1896. 

1 HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that the Minister of the Interior 
has informed me, confidentially, that the Ncstorians had raided a Kurdish village in 
the lickkiari, bad killed several of the inhabitants, and had turned the mosque into a 
cliurcti. 

I have inquired of Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Van whether he lias any 
infurniation to coiilirm this st.atonicnt. 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


No. 91. 

Sir P, Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury,—[Received May 11.) 

(No. 304.) 

.\Iy 1/ml, Constantinople, May 7,1890. 

1) ITH rofeienee to my telegram No. 88 of the 2nd March, and No. 107 of the 
loth Miircli, respecting the arrests of suspected Armenian rovolutionists in the district 
of .Moiisii, I have the lioiioiir to report that I have received a telegram from Her 
-Bajesty’s Vice-Consul at Aluiisli, stating that sentences have been jiassed on twelve 
A ■meiiians as revolutionists. 

01 these seven have been eundenincd to death or imprisonment for life, the 
rmuainder,^ ineluding the jirie-st Vartan, have been condemned to terms of imprison¬ 
ment varying from twelve vears to six months. 

LVOI] 2 D 
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I linvG rlran-n the attention of the Porte to the severity of tiicsc condemnations, 
and have repn-sented to them the very Imd effect that will Iks produced it the capital 
senteiices are carried out. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PIIIMP CURRIE. 


No. 92. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquees of Salishury.—{Received May 11.) 

Pero 1% 7,1896. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit horenrith copy of a despatch which i have 
received from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Hiarhekir, reporting on the state of that 

* I have called the attention of the Vorte to the proceedings of the Kurds in 
Rilonan, and have brought to their notice the names of the Chiefs designated by 
^fr. Hallward as especially dangerous. 

Ihavc, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CUURIE. 


Inclosure in No. 1)2. 

Vice-Consul Hallward to Sir P. Currie, 

Diarhehiry April 21, 1896. 

1 IlEIdKVE the majority of the forced converts to Mahommedanisin have now 
returned to Christianity. Tlic Kaimnkam of Chermook lately went to Chinkoosh and 
called the Chri.stians to the church, and !iad the tnrlmns wliich they had been forced to 
wear taken oil*. His action produced a good impression. 

On the other hand, I still hear complaints from Palou. Ibrahim Boy, whom I 
liavi' lioforc inentionwl, is now having the fields which he has taken Irom the people 
of Kai)oii-Achmnz cultivated on his own account. At Zet, in the s{une district, some 
Cliristians were also forced to go before the Tribunal and declare that they had .sold 
their Ihdds to some of the Kurdish Boys. I mentioned these and other cases to the 
Vali, and lie said the Mntessarif of Maden had gone to Palou, and would inquire into 
thorn. It remains to ho .seen whether anything will bo done. 

in Siloimn a good many of the forced converts remain Turk through fear, iho 
condition of that district *is wretclu‘d In the extreme. About 10,000 destitute 
Christians are massed in the villages of Parkin, Ilnjijti, and llashtar; they arc afraid 
to go hack to their villago.s, which, indeial, are mostly burnt, but if thejr worn sure of 
security they could at least 1 ‘eturn to reap the harvest, wliich will be ripe in two or 
three inontlis’ time. The Kurds of that district were largely concerned in the 'Talon 
atfnir; finding that no result ensued from the Commission of Inmiiry, and that they 
were sure of impunity, they repeated their performances in the Silonan district a year 
later. It i.s. therefore, felt that there is little security for their remaining quiet in 
the future. In onlcr to reston^ to the Christians their means of living, it would he 
necessary to force the Kurds to give* hack at least some of their stolon pro]>erty, and 
to make an example of some of the Chiefs, especially Hadji lle.shid Aga, llakki Bey, 
Radik Bev, and Muharrem Bey. The two former arc at liberty in Hiarhekir. Sadik Bey 
is in prison ; ihiharrem Bey, who is known to have killed many Armenians with his 
own luuul, was sent for by (Joveriiinent from I'arkin, hnt did not come. 

The .Vssistant (hivernor, in a convei*sntion I had with him, alluded to Jemil I’asha, 
whom I have previously mentioned (in my dcsimtch No. 2 of 17th March to hraoroiim) 
as a person whosi; removal from the town is very neccRsary to secure tranquillity. Ho 
is a fanatical man, and has great inlluence with tlie Kuwls. Hadji Uoshid Aga is his 
«uest. Ho took a prominent jmrt in stirring up the disturbances of last November. 

Ju any case, some very much more decided nuMsures than the (jovcrnraeiit 
aiipcars inclined to take an* ’required to restore any sort of eonfidenco or hope to the 
Christian population, a large proportion of which would emigrate at once if assured of 
a ^afe exit from tiic country. 

The distribution of relief was suspended everywhere for about Ibrco weeks, owing 
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to the local authorities having received orders to distribute it only by means of a 
Committee appointed ad Aoc^ by them. Irately, however, fresh ordore have hecu 
receh^d to allow the distribution, subject only to the supervision of one person sent on 
behalf of the Government, and it is to be hoped that the work will proceed more 
smoothly now. I have just had lists of destitute persons made for this district only, 
which amount to more than 10,000. The numbers here tend to increase, owing to the 
difficulties made by the local authorities in the outlying districts to the distribution of 
relief, in consequence, of which the peasants crewd into the town in tlie hope of findii.n 
charity. I have called the attention of the Vali to this matter. 

Effendi Yonan, who was sent by Mr. Andrus from Jlardin to Red van to 
dislnlmto relief, and who was imprisonccl by Bahrain Pasha, Mutessarif of Sairt (in 
Bitlis Vilayet), has been sent back to Mardin. Mr. Andrus proposes to send some one 
dac m Ills place, as it appears there is considerable need in that district also. 

I liavo, &c. 

(Signed) C. M. II^VIAWARD. 


No. 93. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Sulisbury.—{Received May 11.) 

(No. 366.) 

jfy Lord, Pera, May 7,1896 

THE Aniba.ssadors met yesterday, on my suggestion, at the Austrian Emliassy to 
discuss the question of the conversions at Rircdjik. 

I Iiad previously communicated to tlicm Mr. Eitziiiaurico’s de,spatcli, 'dvin.. ttiu 
results of tlio inquiries made hy the two 'i'lirkish Commissioners and by linnself' into 
the matter. 

Jfr. Fitzmauricc has now, at my request, drawn up the accom|)nnying lleinoranditiii 
loc mca8ui*cs wliicli should, in his opinion, lio taken to rcstorc conlidcnce 
•and thus enatile the converts gradually to return to Christiaiiitv. 

Shortly stated, tlieso suggestions are:— 

1. That the troojis now stationed at liircdjik .should lio wiflidiiiwu and rciilacod 

liy ivgulai-s;— ' 

2. lliat some high functionaries should be sent to Rircdjik with full powers to 
fake measures for the restoration of contidoiice. 

3. Tliat the leaders of the massaei-o of llie 1st January, 1896, sliould he nunishod 

or liamshed. ‘ 

1. Jliat one or more foreign Relegates should accompany the Ottoman 
functionaries. 

The above armngciuents would, Mr. Fitzinaiirieo thinks, ho followed hy the re- 
coiiyersioii of a certain portion of the Rircdjik Armenians, and the nucleus of a 
Uinstian eominnnity would thus lie re-established, wliieli would afford tho other 
converts an opportunity of oveutually returning to their old faith. 

Such a iiieasuro would, no doubt, produce a salutary olTcot in other places 
where similar conversions have taken place. 

1 ' l'|t*'>mHriee has, since his retimi, had interviews with the Grand Vizier, tho 

I'ereign Minister, and the Sultan’s First .Secretary, and has informed them of tho 
results of the inquiry and of the opinions he has formed. 

1 called upon 'Tewfik Pasha three days ago, and after urging upon him tlie 
necesMly of some int'asures being taken to satisfy pulilic opinion on this (luesilon, I 
stated informally the steps which I considered advisable. I requestc<l him to iiress 
tlie subject on the consideration of the Sultan and of his Government, and to inform 
Ttie as soon as possible, of tho decisions that may be taken. I at the same time stated 
my rcadmess to send ^Ir. Pitzmaurico again to Birejik if bis presence would facilitato 
a satislactory settlement. 

At tho Amlias-sadoi-s' meeting yosteixlay i communicattHl Mr. I’llzmauriec’s 
suggestions, and tlie steps I iiad taken respecting them, and asked mv eolloagues 
wiiethcr they were prepared to join in pressing upon tho Sultan any proposals for 
wmodymg the very senous state* of things revealed hy the inquiry of tlic Commission. 

that the conversions atBiredjlk were stated in a foriiml document signed 
Bn f Commissioners to have taken place through tenor, and anv rt'pre- 

ntations wo might make would therefori! be based on absolutely uiiimpcachablei 
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cviilcncc, nnil not ns in some other enses on reports which could he contmdicted hy 

the 'I'lirkish aiilhovities. i ^ i n . 

M do NdlidolV who had previouslv ]ironiised ni<! his suiiport, stated tlmt at an 
nudicnco -ranted to him yesterday mornin- hy the Sultan on Ids approaehing 
denartiire on leave of ahsenee, he had spoken to Ills llajcsty of the conversions. 

The Saltan, in replv, had simply denied that any had taken )>lace. and had 
reauesled II. de Nelidoil to send his llnigmnan to the |ialaec, when he would ho 
shown all tiiu reiiorts that hail heiai received, and would see that his information was 
ineorreel. The Amhassailor did not think it desiiahle at that moment to continue the 

isuission. opinion, tlie Jiritish .\mhassador stood, as regards 

Hirediik, on a diirerenl fwiting from his colleagues, as a Hritish Vice-Consul alone M 
hi en invited hv the .Sultan to take part in the iiniuiry. He Ihongdit therefore that the 
best Ilian would he that I should make repnisenl.ilions to the I’orte and that the 
otiior Anihassadors should supporl them. He, for his part, would he nuwt hap|iy to 


’ The Austrian Amhassador eoiieurnsl, hut suggested that any representation miule 
hy the Amhassadors should he only in general terms, and that Hie steps to he taken 

should he left eulindy to the judgment of the I’orte.., . , 

.\fler some disenssion, it was agreed that I .should eall upon the I'oniign .tlimsier 
Irwiav, and should urge, upon him the iiiniii points of Mr. l-Tt/.iuauriee’a proposals, 
nanielv. Hie reinov.al of the troops that porlieipated in Hie massaeres, and the despatch 
of fnnelionaries with the niissioii of re.sloring eonlidenee, and that 1 should eommu- 
nicate the results to my eolleagues, who would Hieu, either pemonally or hy their 
Dragomaiis, give me their sU|iporl. , . , i . ,i 

'I'hetiernian Amh.assador was not present, having goneonatrip to Itroussa, hut the 
Austrian Amhassador was authorized hy him to say that he wouhl coneur in any 
decision that might he taken. , , . , 

1 may add that the Itussimi AmliasMidor seems more disposed to take up the 
question of eonveisiionH than my other eolleagues. 

'I’lie l■Veneh Ainhassador's interest ap|Hiai-s to he liiniti'd to eases where Homan 
(,’alliolies are eoneerned, and the Itepivsenlatives of the Trilile Alliance are imdincd 
to leave matters alone. 

1 have, &e. 

(.Signed) I’HIHll’ CUKllIK. 


Inelosure in No. 1)3. 

Meinfirttntluiii hy Viri^-Coiisiil lulziiiftttriri', 

’ITIt: result of the Itiredjik Commission, on wliieli t had the honour to repre.sent 
Her .Majesty’s (jovernment, ‘having estahlished that the Armenians there heeame 
iMiissiilmans niider the intluenee of terror, and can only return to Christianity on the 
restoration of eonlidenee, I have the honour to siihmil to your Hxeelleney what 1 
consider to he the pro|Mir measures to lai taken to secure that end. 

I would heg tirst to set forth the arguments which, in my opinion, would have 
most weight: 

(n.) With the Sultan’s Coveriiment. 

(ti.j With the Hnwipean I’owers. 


(n.) With the Sitltniift (luverninent. 

(1.) That us eonversions through fear are ahsolutely opposed to the teaeliing of 
the .Mus^nhnan ndigious law, it is e.ssenlial, in the interests of Islam, that a remedy 
should he found for this ugly (piestion, a result which is heartily desirisl hy enlightened 
Mussulmans in the pnivinees. 

(2.) ’fliat, as the proper remedy is the restoration of eonlidenee, ami us the 
deslrnetion of that eonlideiiee, rivsnlting from recent Irouhles, has hrought trade to a 
standstill, and therehy eausesl a falling otf in the local revenues, it is most desiruhle, 
in the inteivsls of the Ottoman tiovernment, that eonlidenee should he restored, that 
trade should thus revive, and the Covernment receipts lie again brought up to their 
Jormer level. 
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(3.) That these whole»lo conversions through terror to Islarai.sm in Turkey will 
produce an exceedingly had impi-essioii in foreign countries, and espeoiallv among the 
Afussulman poiiulntion of Russia, France (Algiers), England, Egypt, and India * 

(A.) HTVA European Powen. 

(1.) .Altogether apart from the varying degriai of interest which the dilferont 
"'“y »' KOHing order restored in the Anatolian provinecs 

of the Sultan s dominions the interests of humanity demand that a remedy sdioiild he 
found for this question, which is the outcome of recent troubles in Anatoha, though 
quite (lisfmot fifuu tlieir otlior features of inassaero and pilIa*'o. ° 

Chmtcndom .as a whole, and especially GoverninoiiTs like those of England, 
1 mnci., and Ru.ssia, whndi have also large Mussulman populations, cannot re-a«l this 
conversion quezition uiieonceriiedly. i. ri.„aiu iiiis 

(3.) !■ ranee, in particular, wjiieli claims the right to iirotcct Oriental Catholics 

esneciM^■'^^lHro'a^^ ‘'T T’ and has exercised, 

especially iii 1300, a heiielicinl protecting intluenee iii .Syria, might he o.xiicctcd to take 

a w.ariner interest in the question of eonveraions at lliredjik, which is so close to Syria. 

llii. Rirejik qiustion, Ihoiigh only a small part of the general eonveraion question 
has a s,«iei,il imporlaiiee rom the fact that the partieipathm of a forei-u IJeKc in 
the Commissmii of Inquiry there gives the Euro,iean I’owera, aud esmesiialli^O^^^^^^^ 

Ji" ''•r'ii‘*'‘ii’-^‘"i'-'i tl": " I'ole question, ami l am e.mviiieed 

that if the Hiredjik question could he satisfactorily solved, the conversion questions in 
the neighhourmg districts would gradually settle Hiemselv4s. <lh'.»tions in 

T l,.„l Tl I concrete form the general suggestions which 

1 h.id the honour to make m my Report from Hiredjik of the 5th Mare7i •_ 

1-1 ‘n™' ™ '.‘■‘."’I'” shilioned at Hircljik, who were iire.sent a’t where thev 

hy reguhira 1-^')'- 

2. His Majesty the Sultan should then dispatch there a body of fuiietionarii's 
eoimioseil ol a mililary man, of at le.ast the rank of (ieneral of Hivision (Ferikl li 

he-m unsPd'lah'ie'ilc^^^^^^^^ "" '''f- .'l»Mapha .Nediiii, Would li’ot 

nr, an uiisii l.itile iierson), a Mussulman religious dignitary, who would, in the iiiosoiin 

rliiSs, 

Sir "•I,„.s 

.1 i ' '."'-'' “ e’."'*' ',‘"'1''*-'’ I”’''''''’’ I" »'■>'<'' ... as would restore 

tiuf lost ooiifidcnco of tlu? Ai'uioniuns iii IIkmf <t • • r • • , ” 

IJjo prcsiuico of mu5 or more f<m*igii I)eli*gale.s or tlioir iHUtioiDution in tl.n 
imK;(:wlitif,rs ol such a Mission, would Im most dcsimltlo if not oismilin The other 
huropeaii Covernme.ils would prohahly have no special desire to he severallv 
uprisieuled, and m that ease a Hritish Delegate would sutliee, espeeiullv as He'r 
Hiq^denn Fdinmr^L «n Hui Comiui^'ion of 

Iotloinau Government would pi-ohahly he followed hv the 
I..turn to Christianity of a certain portion of the Jliredjik Armenians and a ChiisHire 
eo.nn.um y Iniv.ng heen thus re-eslahlished iu that iWwii (there !s^:o" .row W sin.i^: 
tliid meaiwTr^'.'",' ^ V'*' •!'« iianaiiiing Armeuiaiis would graduatlv 

re..i.„.:','* n to their old faith. It would, moreover, have the ell'eet o'f 

tr'^lr converts to Islam all over the Aleiino ivnion 

aioH .e’- ''“VO migrated froWPoi. flown 

"• "“v'” “ itisrr'xs 

iwj 
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Tlic Central Government should rescind the above orders, and send general 
confidential instructions to the Provincial Governments not to interfere with 
converts, wlio thus seek, at the price of abandoning their property, to rc-cmhraco 
Christianity. 

(Signed) G. n. FITZMAURICE. 


No. 04. 


Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—[Received May 13.) 


trio, lui.j 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, May 13, 1896, ll'SO a.m. 

THE Britlsli Consul at Aleppo telegraphed this morning that the Aintah 
Armenian prisoner.^, thirty-one in numher, were released to-day from the .lleppo 
Gaol. 


No. 06. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—[Received May 15.) 

(No. 165.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, May 16,1806,10'45 A.Ji. 

SlY despatch No. 864 of 7th May. 

British Vice-Consul at Mush has telegraphed reporting the death yesterday of the 
leader of the prisoners, who is said to have been most cruelly treated. 


The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir P. Currie. 

^ Foreign Office, May 15, 1806. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 364 of the 7th instant, importing that, on 
hearing from Jlr. Vice-Consul Unmpson that seven Armenians had been sentenced to 
ilcath at Mush and five others to terms of imprisonment, you had called the attention 
of the Porte to the severity of the sentences and to the had effect which would ho 
produced it the capital sentences were carried out. 

I approve your Excellency’s action in this matter. 

" lam, &o. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 97. 

Foreign Office to ConsuPQeneral IVood, 

Foreign Office, May 16.1806. 

’ IXIRI) SALISBURY has received your despatch No. 14 of the 22nd ultimo 
rolative to the threatening attitude of the Kurds on the Turco-Pereian frontier. 

1 am directed by his Lordship to express his approval of your action in writing to 
inform the Karguzar of the intelligence which had reachezl you, and to warn him that 
disturhaueos were to ho apprehended on the frontier. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) T, H. SANDERSON. 
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No. 98. 

Foreign Office to M. Metaxa. 

Dear M. Metaxa, Foreign Office, May 16,1896. 

LORD SALISBURY desires me to forward to you the inclosed Memorandum 
containing Mr. Longworth’s reply- as to the statement made in his Report of tho 
massacres at Trehizond, that certain Greeks had aided the troops in plundering the 
Armenian he uses. 

You will see that Mr- Longworth explains that he had never intended to 
suggest that the Greeks in question had taken any part in massacring tho Armenians, 
and further, that in speaking of Grdeks ho did not mean to indicate Greek 
subjects. He maintains, however, that some persons of Greek race did take part 
in tho plundering, and ho gives grounds for his statement, which it seems difficult to 
dispute. 

Lord Salisbury does not think that the statement can lie considered as affecting 
tho general reputation of tho Greek community at Trehizond, or as affording any 
reasonable ground for remonstrance. 

I have, & 0 . 

(Signed) T. H. SANDERSON. 


Inolosuro in No. 98. 

Memorandum, 

TUB Memorandum communicated by the Greek ChargiS d’Affaires on tho 2iid 
April lost, complaining of a statement made by Her Majesty’s Consul at Trehizond, 
in his despatch of the 9th October, 1895, in reganl to tho conduct of tho Greeks during 
the massacre at Trehizond, was referred to tho Consul for his observations, which have 
now been received. 

The passage in which tho statement complained of appears is as follows:_ 

“ Almost at once hundreds of armed Turks filled tho streets, rushing madly about, 
and slaughtering every Armenian they could meet. The troops, it seems, joined them 
at first, and then, aided by Greeks and Persians, they proceeded deliberately and 
.systematically to break open and loot the Armenian houses, shops, and store-rooms 
throughout the town, killing those who offered tho least resistance.” 

Mr. Longworth states that he did not mean that Greeks took part in tho 
killing.^ He expi^scs his regret if tho passage is ambiguous on this point. 

llis object in alluding to Greeks was, ho says, to show that tho movement was 
political and not fanatical, so mueh so that Turks allowed Christians to join tticiii in 
the plundering ns well as Persians, who are viewed with sectarian jealousy and 
prejudice. Tho omi-ssion of the article “tho” before the wonl “Greeks" shows that 
ho had no idea of casting blame on the Greek community at largo. The article in tho 
“Nea liiicrn,” referred to in tho Memorandum communicated by M. Motaxas, quotes 
Jlr T/mgworth as having made use of tho term “ Hellenes," whioh is applicable only 
to Greek subjects. The word used was, however, “ Greeks.” 

Jlr. Longwotth maintains that his statement that Greeks took part in tho 
piiiiiderin" is coiTcct, although, in the ahseiieo of conoliisivo evidence, which could 
only ho obtained by a regularly instituted and publicly conducted investigation, ho 
cannot venture to denounce i>artieular individuals by name, 

Tho authorities state, he says, that most of the articles stolon were found iu tho 
houses of Greeks, and this up to tho end of tho search, which lasted five mouths. 
Jlany of these Greeks bought tho articles cheap from tho persons who had stolenihem! 
ami thus eonnived at tho pillage, while a few took au active p-art in tho sacking of 
shops and houses. ^ 

From Mr. lAangworth's quarter alone two Greek men and a woman are known to 
nave particiiiatod iu tho plundering, and there arc others who arc strongly ausi)cete<t 
of liavmg done so. .V person of Jlr. Longworth’s household recognized two Greeks 
accompanying tho mob, a member of tho Consulate saw throe Greek women loaded 
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witli iilundcr, and thoroii'clily tiustivortUy iiulividuals saw Greeks entering and looting 
tlic sliops of Jl(!ssrs. Araliian, Mahokian, -Mariinian, Potvadjian, Uekimian, Odabasliian, 
Anousliian, and Olianian. 


No.!)!). 

Sir P. Clink Ici the Mitrqiiess of Snlisbiiri/.—{Received May 17.) 


(No. 13!).) 

(Telcgmpliic.) V. ConsUtutinopicj ^f^^y 17, 1890, noon. 

MU. BULMAN has telegraiihed from Erzinjian that Shakir Pasha is liaving eaeli 
one of the condemned Armenians examined separately, and lliat Shakir is going liack 
direct without going to Sivas. 

The Vice-Consul returns on Monday next to Sivas, 


No. 100. 

The Miir/jiicsv of SVO’stnry to tdir R. Clinic. 

(No. 135.) 

Sir, I'oreitjii O^ce, May 17,1890. 

1 ilA\ E i-eceived your despateli No. 32] of tile 22nd ultimo, fonvarding one 
from Mr. Vice-Consul llanipson, reporting the dismissal of Eeham Pasha from his post 
as Mutessarif of Mush. 

Her Majesty’s Oovcrnmenl have I'ceeived this information with i-cgret, as in 
l>rcvioHs despatches Mr. llampson has spoken of that official in terms of commenda¬ 
tion, and has eulogized the energy and justice which have m.arkcd his administration. 

'riicre seems little donht that it is mainly owing to his conduct of alfairs that 
Mush has hecu preserved from serious disorders, similar to those which have occurred 
elsinvlici-e in .'Vsia Minor, and Iter Jlajesty’s Government cannot hut fear that his 
dismissal will act ns an encouragement to the moi-o unruly and turhulont element 
among the population. 


to the 
stnl 


1 request your Excellency to take an opiiortunity of speaking in the above sense 
he 'I'urkisli Minister for Eoreign -Iffairs, and of endeavouring to elicit a distinct 
ement of the causes which have led to I'eham Pasha’s removal from his post. 


I am, &c. 

(Signed) SiVLlSBURY. 


No. 101. 

air P, Clinic to the ,1/ariyuess of Sitlishiiry—{Received May 18.) 


(No. 307.) 

hly l-orii, Constantinople, Mny 7,1800. 

Wrril reference to iny despatch No. 307 of the 21st April, I have the honour 
to report tliat .Mr. Block has continued to altcml the meetings of the Keform 
Coimnission, and to urge, with the assistance of the Kirst Dr.agoman of the Prcnch 
Embassy, the execution of the various .\rticlcs of the Sclicdule. 

1 inclose a report of wlial passed on the last occasion when the Dragomans 
were present, wliicli show.s that llic fominission are giving a fair amount of 
attention to their ilutics, and that some small progress may he hoped for in the 
matter of reforms. 

I am sending a Circular, of which copy is inclosed, to the Consular olliccrs 
instrncting them to report on the subject, and inclosing a paper of queries, which, 
when lilled up, will show exactly how nuUters stand. 

1 have. Sic. 

(Signed) PHILIP CUUKIE. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 101. 

Memorandum by Mr. Block. 

I HAVE twice attended the Commission of Control since mv last Reoort 
No. 213 of the 17th April. ' 

’fhc President had promised me further information, but upon applying 
together with my Krcnch colleague, the Commission raised a question as to how 
far they were justified in giving information. 'Phis difficulty seems now to have 
lieeu overcome, and the President has nosv explained to me the exact state of each 
.Article. I regret, however, that 1 have little to add to my former Report. 

Article 2.—It has not been decided to name any Assistants to Mutessarifs or 
K.aimakams. The m.attcr is still under discussion. 

Articles 3 5. liie cjucstion of Christian Kaimakams in proportion to the 
Christian population has not yet been settled, and the Commission has as yet 
rclused to admit that the view of the three Embassies with regard to proportion of 
Christians in public administration is correct; the matter is still under discussion, 
but 1 venture to submit that the matter should be clearly established in a note to 
the Porte or otherwise as you deem fit. 

IVith regard to police and gendarmerie, the President informs me that cor¬ 
respondence is continuing with Shakir Pasha and the Govcriiors-General of the six 
vilayets. 

Article 0, ** Conscils des Sandjaks et des Cazas,”—The Commission is awaiting 
reports from Shakir Pasha and the Valis. 

Articles 7 16. “Nahies.’—Shakir Pasha and the Valis are working at this 
matter. 

Articles 17 18, " Conscils des Ancieiis.”—The Commission has again pressed 
the Minister of .Justice to attend to this. 

Article 19.—The reports of the Judicial Inspectors which should bo furnished 
to the Commission not having arrived the Commission has again oallc:l the attention 
of the Ministry of Justice to this point. 

.Article 20. Police.—At Sivas and Hrzeroum the reorganized force exists on 
paper; it is not known if it is in working order. At Kharput and Diarbekir the 
reorganization is being taken in hand—on paper. 

Article 24, “ Gardes Champfitres.”—’Phis matter is being attended to but cannot 
he settled until the Naliids arc constituted. 

Article 26. “ Prisons ct Eiiquetc Prdliininaire.”—ShakirPaslia has been instructed 
to look into this matter, and the Miiiistrv of Justice has again been written to on the 
subject. 

Article 26. “ Comittis d’Enqudtc Preliniiiiairc.”—Ditto, ditto. 

Article 27. “ContrOle des Kurdes.”—Measures are being taken to carry out 
this Article. 

.Article 28. "Cavalerie Hamidii;.”—’I’he Commission is in correspondonco with 
Shakir Pasha. 

’file .Ministry of Justice has been requested to sec that the Haniidiehs arc 
nmcnablc to the ordinary Courts of Law. 

.Article 29 '‘’Tilrcs de Propridtd.”—Commissions have been formed in the 
vilayet centres; instructions have lieen sent to ascertain what they arc doin". 

Articles 30—31.—The matter is under discussion. ° 

Annex IV. lladjin and Zeitoun.—The Commission has not yet admitted that 
t hrislian Kaimakams have to be appointed to these cazas. 

’file observations I made on Article 3 apply to this point also. 

(Signed) ADAM BLOCK. 

May 0. 1890. 


L7().t| 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 101. 

Circular addressed to Her Majestjf^s Consuls in T^irkey. 

gjy Consiantinoplet May 8, 1896. 

IN order to facilitate the transmission of full and regular reports of the progress 
mado in carrying out the reforms, I have had a paper of questions drawn up, of w’hich 
copies are inclosed herewith, showing the heads under which information should be 
given. 

I have to request you to furnish me with the answers to these questions at your 
earliest convenience. You should also continue from time to time to report further 
particulars in a similar form. , ir i* j i i 

1 rely on your assistance in maintaining constant pressure on the Vah and the local 
authorities in regard to the execution of the reforms. 

Shakir Pasha, who is charged with the supervision of them, lias left Er/eroum on a 
tour of inspection, and may be expected shortly to visit your vilayet. You should avail 
yourself of this opportunity to lay before him any complaints as to neglect in the due 
execution of the reforms, and you should furnish him with such advice and information on 
the subject as may appear desirable. 

I am, &c. 


Inclosurc 3 in No. 101. 
Paper of Questions. 


Article 1 .—Christian Moavins. 

HAVE the nowly-appointed Christian Moavins token up their duties ? 

Arc they intrusted with the management of affairs as laid down in the “R^glemcnt 
sur 1’Administration des Vilayets?” 

\Vhut impression has their appointment created (1) among Moslems; among 
(-hristinns ? What are their relations with the Valis and the officials ? 


Article 2. 

Have any Moavins been appointed to Mussulman Mutessarifs and Kaimalcams ? 

Articles 3 and 4. 

Amongst the new Kaiinakams appointcil since the issue of the scheme of reforms, 
arc there any that do not fulfil the roquiremonis of these Arlicles . 

Are any Christian Kaimaknms to be appointed in your district ? In what cazas do 
you consider that they would be most useful ? 

Article 5. 

How fur 1ms this Article been put into practical execution ? 

Article 6. 

I las any progress been made os regards the “ Conseils des Sandjaks et Cazas r \\ hat 
are the resuits of Siiakir Pasha’s inquiries? 

Articles 7 to 16.— Nahies. 

What steps arc being taken to put into force the reformed system of naliids P 
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Article 17. 

Have any “ Conseils des Anciens ” been constituted ? 


Article 19. 


What have the judicial inspectors done since tlioir arrival ? 

How far have they cleared the prisons, and do many prisoners remain untried in your 
district ? 

What reforms have been introduced in the staff and general state of the prisons ? 

Are the inspections promised in this Article faithfully carried out ? 

Articles 21 and 22. 

How far have these Articles been executed ? What are the numbers of the newly- 
organized police, and how many Cliristians arc employed ? 

Articles 22 and 23. 

How far have these Articles been executed ? Have any Armenians applied for service 
in the police and gendarmerie ? 

Article 24. 

What probability is there of this Article being applied? 

Article 25. 

What is the state of the prisons and of the “ maisons d’arr6t ?” 

Arc the regulations provided for by this Article executed ? 

Article 26. 

What measures luive been taken to cofurce the application of this Article ? 

Article 27. 

Has any progress been made with regard to the control of the Kurds ? 

Wliat practical measures has Shakir Pasha taken or proposed to take ? 

Arc the regulations with regard to “ feuilles de route ” and " port d’armes ” universally 
applied ? 

.\rtiole 28. 

Do the Hamidich still carry tlicir arms and wear their uniforms or badges when not on 
service? Have they been summoned to serve this year? Do the judicial, civil, and 
military authorities icoognizc that the Hutnidich arc amenable to local ordinary 
'tribunals ? 

Article 29. 

Have Commissions been formed for the revision of title deeds ? 

Article .30, 

Are gendarmes and policemen still employed to collect the taxes ? and when is it 
likely that special agents will be appointed ? 

Article 31. 

Arc any steps being taken for the application of this Article? 
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Annex i.—IUgk Commissioner. 

Is Shakir Mm at aU hampered by * the 

,.ev!?::S. 'r;.i!SurSnSntr;:r^^^^ snp,.Ld ^.e ..U o„>nion .hen 
asked ? 

Annex 2 —Amnestijo 

A.e any persons who should have benefited by the Amnesty still detained in 
prison 'r 

Annex 3.—Kelnrn of Emigrants. 

Have you any observations to make on this subject? 


Annex 4 .—Aleppo and Adana. 

Are the reforms in any way applied to Zeitoun and Hadjm? 


No. 102. 

Eir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salishurg.-(Reccived May 18.) 

(No. 308.) Pera, May 0,1896. 

Jly land. No fii") of the ilh March, aird iny despateh 

’ IVITJI reference to your *'“1 ,h‘' ncJd seizure and appropriaaon by the 
No. 238 of the 25th Jlareh. "jj for^ho relief of distressed Armenians, I 

'I'urkish tnx-eolleetors of funds ‘ ^ answer to iny enquiries, I have now 

have the honour to ' Viw-Cousul at Kharput, statiiib’ that he has 

received a telegram from for relief have been appropriated 

verified case.s in which the fun Is J Hh„il,ngi, Mouri, and Itohinali. Her 

hv the authoritir^B for taxes "‘^'‘““"citations to the Vali, who doinanded that 

Sr„S* -«» ««'-v 

Aifair.s who promised that inquiry, should be mad .. ^ 

(Signed) PlIILIl’ CUUIUL. 


No. 103. 

Sir P. c-urrir to the .Marquess of Eatishury.-(lteceked May 18.) 

(No. Ii70. Coididciitiu!-) Constantinoplct Muy Hi 

!,f the Russian Consulate over Oieek schools in Damascus.^ 

(Signed) PHILIP CURlUb. 
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Inclosure in No. 103. 

Consul Eyres to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 13. Confidential.) 

Sir, Damascus, April 23, 1896. 

IN 1892 I had the bononr to report to Her Majesty’s Ambassador the fact of the 
election of the Greek Patriarch Spiridon to succeed Mgr. Gerasimos in the Patriarchal Chair 
of Antioch at Damascus, and, in addition, to animadvci't on the dissensions which ensued 
between tlie Patriarch and the Greek orthodox community. This election, brouglU about, 
as it is impossible to doubt, by wholesale corruption of the Bishops, was a victory for the 
Hellenic party, which, as a rule, makes common cause with the adherents of Russia. 

It was natural to suppose, therefore, that his Beatitude would have opposed to the 
best of his ability any extension of Russian influence in his Patriarchate, but Ids character 
is so feeble and his reputation is so low that I am scarcely surprised to learn that under his 
auspices tlic Russians have made an important step forward towards obtaitdng tlic control 
of the educational work of the Greek orthodox community in Damascus and its surrounding 
district. 

Last autumn the Russian Dnigoinnn Irnd been apparently attempting to intrigue with 
this olijcct in view, with the result that the Patriarch com)>lained to the Vali that the 
Russian Consulate was interfering in Ids concerns. Tlie Vali was incensed, niid very 
strained relations c.xisted for some little time beiwecn the Russian Consulate ami tlic Vali 
and the Patriarch. 

Means were found, however, to induce the Vali to take another view of the question, 
and shortly afterwards a pacific arrangement was made with the Greek Patriarch (who U 
notorious for his covetousness) by which tlio Russian Consulate obtained absolute control 
over the large Greek ortliodox female school in Damascus, and for tiie future tids school 
will be administered and financed by Russian agents. This is, liowevcr, the tldn end of 
the wedge, and the Russian Consul hopes shorily to extend his protection over alt the other 
Greek female scliools in the neighbourliood of this city. From that to taking charge of 
tlic boys’ scliool is an easy transition. The native Greek community is not best pleased, as 
they prefer to control the education of their own children; but tliey are divided amongst 
thcinselvcH, and cannot agree upon any plan of action. Consequently, tlie Patriarch deals 
with liicse matters as he cliooscs. 

'Hie Russian Guvernment approved highly of the Consul’s action, sending him an 
ofiicial letter of thunks and a decoration. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) N. C. A. KYRKS. 


No. 10 i. 

Sir P. Currie to the Maryuess of S(iH8bury.'—{lieceived May 18.) 

(No. 372.) 

My Lord. ^ Pera, ^May 11, 1806. 

HLR Majesty’s Embassy were informed by Her Miycsty’s Vice-Consul at .Moush on 
the 2()tli ultimo tlint summonses were being served on certain Notables and other 
.Armenians, to the number of 200, in consequence of the murder of a KunI, which took 
place two years ago, during an alTray at .Susoun. Those men who did not answer to their 
Kummons were to be condemned by default, and to bo pursued and kille<l wherever met. 
The Mulessai'if of Moush hud further intimated to the Armenians of Susoun and Talori, 
that they would be called upon to pay taxes out of the relief funds distributed to them. 1 
hiought tliis information to the notice of the Suhiime Porte, by wliom iii()uiric8 on the 
subject were instituted. 

The Minister for Foreign Affairs now informs me that a telegram has been received 
from tlie Vali of Bitlis to the following efl’ecl 

" IVevious to the events of Sasoun, some eighteen (lersons belonging to the village of 
‘Sheiiik, Scnml ami Ohcliegu/an hud been accused of having attacked the tents of 
Viglmnii Alori, and others of having killed a certain Fumcr Tcinou Retljeb and u woman 
iiumcd Kekboui, and stolen their properly, 

“ These men were condemned by default, and, according to rule, the notice of judgment 
hud been served upon them. 

[70f] 2C; 








The individuals named Tedranli Mirzd and Khidiss, having brought an action against 
seven persons of the village of Shenik for robbery, perpetrated after the ^oun events, 
five summonses had been served on them, in order to complete the investigations 

previously made on this matter. -kt 11 » au 

“The statements made to Her Majesty’s Embassy res{>ecting 200 Notables and othw 
Armenians are therefore incorrect. The military exemption tax and tithes, due for the 
VI nr 1.310 hv the inhabitants of the villages in question had been remitted. 

' “ With regard to the taxes for 1311 and 1312, none whatever had as yet been 

collected, nor had any police been sent to collect them. „ . , , r r r.—.i. 

“ It was therefore untrue that these taxes had been collected Irom relief funds 
distributed among the villagers.” 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURKIE. 


No. 105. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury—{Receiued May 18.) 

Pera, A/ayll.lSOO. 

^ WITH reference to my despatch No. 898 of the Stli lleccmber last respeating the 
conduct of the Turkish soldiers during the massacres at Kharput, 1 have the honour to 
transmit herewilh copy of a communication which 1 have received from the Sublime Porte 
in answer to inv representations on the subject. 

’ 1 have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 105. 

Notice. 

LE Gouvcrncur-GdniSrnI (In Vilayet (Ic Mamourct-ul-A’/.iz, invitd & verifier Ics 
i(mseignements contenus (Ians Ic Pro-MemoriS dc I’Anibassndcnr do Sa .MajestO 
liritannique en date du 17 llicemlire dernier, rdpond (pio rnssertion d nprOs latiuclle 
dcs troupes linpdriales n’auraient fait aucune tentative sdricuse pour la rdpressuin 
Ics troubles qui s'litnicnt produils A Kharput est demnSe dc tout fondenient. Itn 
elfet, pendant les dits ddsordres lea troui>ca ImpiSrinles navaient pas manque <le 
faire tout lenr possible pour la protection dcs (Strangers, et cc n est (iiic gra(m aux 
elTorts qu’elles avaient (Idployds que Ic fen qui avait pris naissanco dans les maisons 
lie certains habitants de Kharput no s’tiUut point communiqud A la plupart (les 
propriiitds dcs missionnaircs. Si I’inccndic avait duri; queUiues henre-s, c est parce 
que I’cau faisait ddfaut dans la dite ville. Du rcstc, sans les ellorts diSployds 
liar ics autoritfis locales ct les troupes Impiiriales I’iiicendie aurnit ccrtainemcnt 
fait dc bicii plus grands ravages, dtant doiiniS quo Ics maisons dc la villc an nombre 
environ de 300 sonl trds rapproclnScs les uncs aux autres et que le feu avait relate 
au moment mdme des troubles. 

Le 7 Mai, 1896. 


No. lOli. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received May IS.) 

M\°Lord'^ Constnatinop/f, May 11,1898. 

* I IIAVK the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Diarbekir respecting 
protests maiie by Moslems against the enforcement of the reform scheme. 

• I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 
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Inclosure in No. 106. 

Vice-Consul Hallward to Sir P. Currie. 

' -pwn “ tnnvPnfnA dll , ... UinrAeAir, April 28,1806. 

r ^,1 A. mazbatas have been sent to the Sultan within the last three weeks 
friim tlm Moslems of this pKace protesting against any further attempt to enforce 
reforms in his provunce, anr^ threatening to create further disturbances'^in case such 
an attempt 18 made. I also understand that orders have been received from 
pakir Pasha to suspend the execution of the reforms until further iiotirc I 
believe that previous orclers had been sent to enrol Christians in the gendarmerie 
hut nothing of the sort has hitherto been attempted, so that the last orders ™ Lt 
practically change the situation. 

' **)'"'* mazbatas arc spontaneous expressions of modern 

feeling, as I should doubt whether the Turks in general arc well satisfied with the 
existing state of things. I understand that Jcmil Pasha and the other principal 
Turks who were concerned in fomenting the disturbances were the authors^of thcs(! 
mazbatas, of which no doubt the Vali had cognizance. As one of the first steps in 
'•eform would be the removM of these persons, they are naturally 
interested in proving tlie danger of any attempt at reform. Possibly, also, thi 
<''>=»meiits in hand to show the dilliculty of 
introducing the reforms which have been pressed on them by the Powers. " 

I Imve, &c. 

(Signed) C. M. HALLWARD. 


No. 107. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received May 18.) 


(No. 377.) 

,1 1 . , . Constantinople, May 13, 1800 . 

1 ■ 1 I I ' ' *bc hoimur to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Her Jlajcsty’s Consul at Erzeroum, inclosing a dcsUtch 
rain Mr. Uampson giving corrected infornialion with regard to the massacres in 
the Sairt district. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure I in No. 107. 
Consul Graves to Sir P. Currie. 


...TTii .• Erzeroum, April 30,1800. 

WIl II relcrcnce to Mr. Cumberbatch’s despatch of the 28r(l ultimo, I have the 
iioimiir to transmit herewith to your Excellency copy of a despatch which I have 
received from Her M.ajesty’s Vice-Consul at Hitlis, giving corrected information on 
the subject of the massacres in the district ofSairt last autumn. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) R, W. GRAVES. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 107. 
Vice-Consul Uampson to Consul Graves. 


i.i.i.,,.i Rillis, April 13,1800. 

l.MiMbUIA1 r.Ll on my arrival here 1 instituted further inquiries into the 
mmilicr of the victims of recent events in Sairt and other neighbouring districts, as, 
in spite of all assurances to the contrary, I was convinced that the figures given in 
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ms despatch of the 6th March were largely exaggerated I have the [ipnour {« 
giic iXw corrected Tobies, which 1 believe to he fairly exact, and which fully 
justify my suspicions. 



Number 

of 

VUlaycfi. 

Christiao 

Inlinbitanti. 

KiUod. 

Forcibly. 

Converted. 

Villages 

Plundered, 

Bitlis district* .. .. . • 

Akhlnt.. 

Kbiz&n.. • • •' • ■ 

Ycroiint • • • • • • 

SbrntiDf .. 

61 

10 

78 

12 

26 

7,450 

0.450 

16,000 

2,800 

0,04)0 

125 

10 

COO 

180 

1,000 

1,060 

20 

10,000 

2,000 

4,000 

87 

60 

12 

23 

186 

41,700 

1,016 

17,080 

140 


Taking these figures with those for other districts in the vilayet, given in tny 
despatch of the 5 tli Kebruary. the totals for Biths Vilayet arc: killed, about 3,600, 

“"luspos^ble^ffa considerable number of these forced converts have since 
reverted to Christianity. 

I have, SIC. _ _ 

(Signed) CHARLES S. HAMPSON. 


No. 108. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salislurq—(Received May 18.) 


i^v I ord'^ Constantinople, May 13,1896. 

■ i HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Her Majesty’s Consul at Eracroiiin transmitting a Report 
from Mr. Hampson on the unsatisfactory situation at Bitlis. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 108. 
Consul Graves to Sir P. Currie. 


gjj. Erzerounit April 30, 1890. 

’ I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Excellency copies of a 
despatch which 1 have received from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Bitlis on the 
subject of the unsatisfactory situation there and the stoppage of relief operations 
owing to Government interference. 

“ I have, &c. 

(Signed) R. W. GRAVES. 


Inclosuro 2 in No. 108. 

Vice-Consul Hampson to Consul Graves. 

gif Bitlis, April 11,1896. 

’ THERE is little new to report from here. The situation is most unsatis¬ 
factory. The town is practically in a state of siege, and hardly any of the leading 
Armenians dare to leave their houses. The Bishop was under arrest in liis house 

. Kxcluiiw of town (czcc|U u to cunvvraionii), number of killed was included in figures given in my 
Ko. 0 of the Sib Februnry. 

f Include the four dictricU named in my Ko. 13 of tbe 6th March. 
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for some days last week and no one allowed to go there, but he is now nominally 
restored to liberty. The chief Armenians are being persecuted in every possible 
manner in order to induce them to sign a “ mazbata ” throwing the whole bkme for 
recent events on foreigners. .As for myself, none of the inhabitants dare to approach 
me, as the coiisetiucncc would certainly ultimately be their arrest on some charge or 
other. The whole city is terrorized by the most violent of the Mussulman fanatics, 
the Vali being completely in their hands. The chief of them are the notorious 
Sheikh Amin and Hajji Nejnicddin Effbiidi. No doubt it is by their orders that the 
Vali has omitted to return my visit—a deliberate want of courtesy, which has caused 
much remark. 

As to the relief work, the position is unchanged. We have recommenced 
issuing cotton and yarn to the destitute here, for the spinning and weaving of which 
they receive pay; but even this may be stopped at any moment; and neither the 
cloth when made nor any relief in money or food can be distributed. Wo arc 
consequently unable to help in any way the hundreds of starving and half-naked 
villagers who come, often from long distances, in the ho|)e of relief. ’The mortality 
from destitution in the villages is, 1 believe, very considerable. A woman died from 
exhaustion two days ago on her way hero to beg for aid. 

In answer to my frequent representations the Vali replies that he has positive 
orders that all relief must be distributed through the local authorities and Commis¬ 
sion. 

I have telegraphed as above to Her iMajesty’s Embassy. 

I have. Sic. 

(Signed) CHARLES S. HAMPSON. 

P.S.—As I feared, the distribution of cotton and yam is now stopped. 

C. S. H. 


No. 109. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received May 18.) 


(No. 379.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, May 13,1896. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Her Majesty’s Consul at Erzeroiim reporting the arrival 
of various Christian officials from Erzerouni, Van, and Bitlis. 

I have, Sec. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 109. 
Consul Graves to Sir P. Currie. 


Sir. Erseroum, April 30,1896. 

1 HAVE the liciiour to report to your Excellency the arrival at Erzeruum on 
the 28th instant of the following Christian oHicials, appointed to Erzeroum, Van, 
and Bitlis. 

llirahim Eflcndi Soussa, Syrian Catholic, Moaviii of the Govcrnor-Geiicral of 
Erzeroum, 

Stepan Ellcndi Melik, Armenian, Muavin of the Governor-General of Van. 
Vitchen (Vincent) Effendi Hokotzian, Judicial Inspector for Van and Bitlis. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) R. W. GRAVES. 


[701] 
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No. 110. 


Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury*—(Received May 18.' 


(No. 382.) 

My Ixjrd, P"«> 1'*'. 1890- 

HBR Majesty’s Embassy brought to the notice of the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs information received from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Diarbckir, to the 
effect that the Armenians of Palou and its vicinity had been prevented from sowing 
seed and liiat their cattle had been carried off by Mussulmans. ’Fhe Sublime Porte 
now states in reply that the Vali of Diarbckir reports that this information is 
incorrect, and that the local autlioritics of Mardin were endeavouring to find the 
rest of the oxen lost during the massacres. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) PIIIUP CURUIE. 


No. 111. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(lleceited May 18.) 

3% It, 1890. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith translation ol an article in ine 
“Siihah’* of yesterday, reporting that an Encyclical of the Armenian Patriarch 
respecting lluntchagists was read in the churches on Sunday. 

I have, &C. 

(Signed) PHILIP CUURIIC. 


Inclosure in No. 111. 

Extract from the Hnhah*' of May 12, 1896. 

('rianslalion.) . , i .♦ \ 

A CIRCULAR from the Armenian Patriarch (now issucil for the second time) 
was read on Sunday in all the churches. It warns people against certain persons 
wlio, solely for their own selfish ends, have applied to various Armenians lor 
subscriptions for the necessitous, and recommends any who arc disposed to con¬ 
tribute for this purpose to do so only through the Relief Cominitto olncially 
established, and to pay no attention whatever to such as have no ofiicial character. 


No. 112. 

Sir Ps Currie to the Marquess of Sathbury,—{Received May 18.) 


My I*' , 

ON receipt of two tclegraim from Her Sfajcsty’a Vice-Consul nt Moush, copies ot 
which I have the honour to inclose, rospcctuig tho danger again threatening tho 
Sn8.s()im district from tho migration of the nomad Kurds, I instructed Mr. Block to 
liring tlio suhstance of Mr. Uamp-son’s information to tho uotioo of tho Minister for 
Foreign Affaii's, luid to make a strong appeal to his Excollciioy to take measures to 
prevent uny rcnovvnl in tliat district of robbing on tlio part of tlic Kurils, and oppression 
on tlio part of the autlioritics. ... 

Jtr. Block i-omiiidcd his Excellency tliat tlio events ot Snssoun had hcoii tlio orimii- 
of the agitation in England, and said that tlio tonowal of the agitation would incvitahly 
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ensuo unless the Porto took some severe and efficacious measures. Ho accordingly 
requested Tewflk Pasha, in my name, to cause tho necessary instructions to be given to 
the Vali of Bitlis and the Acting Mutessarif of Moush, and urged that a special Com¬ 
missioner should ho sent, with authority to exorcise a proper control pending tlio arrival 
of Shakir Pasha in tho Ses.soun district. 

I have, &o. 

(Signed) PHILIP OURRIE- 


Inclosure 1 in No. 112. 
l''ic€‘Consul Havipson to Sir P, Currie. 

(Telegraphic.) Moush, May 10,1890. 

THE Sassoim Kuids took nearly £1.5 from the village of llitenk by threatening 
to sack tho village. The Acting Mutessarif says ho will take steps, but he will not give 
a pramisa that the money shall bo restored. 

Nomad Kurds will bo moving before long, and it is urgent that stops should bo 
taken for the protection of Sassoun. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 112. 


Pice-Consul Hampson to Sir P. Currie. 

(Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) .Moush, May 10,1896. 

My telegram No'. 7-li. 

Reason given for tho refusal to promise restitution of money was that, now 
that tho distribution in Sa.ssoun is ended, I have no right of iiitorforcnco in matters 
there. I foresee trouble in that direction. Authorities are making inquiries whether 
I still protend to protect people ot Sassoun, whom they evidently intend to arrest, or at 
least harass, as revolutionaries. 


No. 113. 

Sir P, Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received May 18.) 


(No. 388.) 

.My Lord, Constaalinople, May 14,1890. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 807 of the 27th November, ISO.'S, I have the 
honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which I have received 
from tile Acting British Consul at Jeddah, reporting tho release of tho Bedouins arrested 
in connection with the attack on the Consuls at Jeddah. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Iiiclosurc ill No. 113. 

Actiny Consul Alban la Sir P. Carrie. 


8ir, Jeddah, April 2-1, 1890. 

WITH reference to my dcspatcli of llic 12th November lust, 1 have the honour to 
icport tliat Ahdullah-bin-Wassil and the other Bedouins, who had been imprisoned licre 
since the end of October Inst, were released a few days after tho Vali liad made his visit 
of excuse to the three Consulates. Tho prisuners, on their release, were taken before tho 
Kui'makam, who told them that they should forget what had happened, and assist tho 
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Oltoiimii Govcmiiieiit in the fiit\irc. To this only one of the |.iisoncrji inaitc anv reply 
The Kcdoiiins imprisoned in Mcceu were released at the same time. Uic S'lerecf 

and Vali had for some time hcen anxious to carry out this incasui e, in order that they 
nii-dit he able to induce the Ilarh trilic to supply camels for the Medina caravan, and thus 
insure for themselves the usual profiLs which they derive from this source. 

Tlicr(! is t'.ow no longer any piutenee iiiudc of attemptin'; to arrest Inc mnitlcrcrs of 
Dr. Abdur Itir/zack, and peace has been piilched up with the llarh tribe. 

A few days iiko some of the Iliirbs made a raid on a small tribe of Asbraf to the 
south of Mecca road, and carried on'iiboiit twenty camels, one nr two lives being lost on 
both sides during the affray. The cause of the raid apiicars to have been a blood feud 
existing bctwcc'ii tiic* trilics. , , . . , 

The Ottoman stcaiii-ship “ Sughiilly" left for Constantinople on the 17th iiistaiit 
with 1,800 tiiiie-expircd Tiirirish troops, including the men whose recent insuhordinnte 
conduct ill Mecca I reported in mv despatch of the dth in.staiit. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) AllTlIUll D. ALBAN. 


No. IM. 

.Sir 1‘. Currif tv the Mui quess iif Siilisbiinj.—{Iltcelved May 18.) 

iVy ion! ^ (toHslaalinoylc, May Id, 1800. ^ 

IN 'coiisciiiiciice of iiiforniation wliicli readied this Kiiitiassy of diflieultic.s in 
coiuicetioii with the distrihution of seed in tlic Ariiieniaii villages in the Vilayet of 
Eraeroimi, I insliiicted Mr. Block (o make rciireseiitations on tlic subject to the Munster 
for I'orcigii AITains. , oa i u- 

The Oraiid Vizier, to whom the matter was referred, replied, on the JOtli ultimo, 
that, upon iniiuiries previously made and repoits already received from tlic nutliorities on this 
Kuhject, the Council of Ministers had decided to miike an advance of about 00,000 piastres 
to tile distressed villagers of the Beihiirt district in order tliiit they should be able to procure 
seed. 'J'his money would he distiihiitcd to them by a special Commission composed ot 
Iriistwoithv persons. , . r, • r • 

i consenuenllv addressed a telegram to Her Majesty’s Consul at Erzcrouin iiilurming 
him of this dceisioii of tlie Council ol Ministers, iiml imiuiring of him what steps were hemg 
taken to carry it out, and I now liiive tlie honour to inclose copy of a telegram winch I 
have reeeiveii from Air. (.Iraves in reply. 

I liuvc, &c, 

(Signed) PHILIP CUlUHi:. 


Iiiclosiire ill No. 111. 

Conml Grave) tv (Sir /'. Gurrie. 

(Telegiaidiie.) Krteroum, May 12,181)0. 

THE gniiit of .€T. 000 foi Beihiirt was iinnouiieeil to Vali nearly a forliiiglit ago, 
and is being disirihiiled in the form of seed uiiioiig 12,000 destitute Christians of caza. 
More tliiiii f '1', 1,:«!0 linvc been distributed in same district through our RcliefCommittce. 
Vali is also sending more tliaii 200 liras lor seed to Khiiiis, and is taking iiicasurcs to 
recover sumo stuleii cattle from the Kurds, otberwisc iiotliiiig is being done by the 
Goveriiiiieat to relieve distress. So far we have uppropriuted about 8,000 liras tor 
(ili-lrihiitioii to) .'10,000 suircrcrs. 
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No. 116. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury,—{Receieed May 18.) 

(No. 387.) 

. . Peru, May U,lS9<i. 

I IIAVb the honour to transmit herewith a translation of an extract from tlie 
Turkisli newspapers of the 12th .May, publishing a Petition to the Grand Vizier signed by 
the Patriarcb of the Syrian Jacobite Chtircb, expressing the gratitude of his flock to the 
Sultan and protesting against the conduct of the Armenians. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIK. 


Inclosuro in No. 115. 

Extract from the " Sabah of May 12,1890. 


h'tUion from the Jacobite Patriarch to the Grand Vizier, dated April 27, 1890. 
(Tnuislfition.) 

MY nation is most grateful to his .Majesty for the protection he has over 
accorded to it, as also to our Mussulman compalriots, but the Armenians have for 
some time oast endeavoured to Ariuenianizc our language and religion, so long 
piT.servcd thanks to the Mussulman law. Proliting of we disturbances recently 
caused by them in certain vilayets, tliev have cudeavoured to carry out their design 
of nj)propriating our places of worslilp and property and of intcrihriiig in our 
religious services. 

l-ottcrs from our, spiritual Chiefs at Ourfa and Bitlis, amongst other places, 
signed by many respectable persons, have readied us which prove that the Armenians 
have slain and plundered many of our community, and that their design is to 
completely annihilate it bj^ famine and by other means. Uiulcr these circumstances 
wc can but api)cal to the Sovereign, our sole refuge, to protect us in his clemency. 


No. IIG. 

Sir P. Cunie to the Marquesa of,Salisbury.—{Received May 18.) 

(No. -m.) 

r , 

\V lili rerercnce to my despatch No. 303 of the 7th May respecting a rejiortcd 
raid by Ncstorinu Christians on a Kurdish village in the Ilckkiari district, I have 
the honour to Inform your Lordship that in reply to my inquiries, I have received a 
tc egrain from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at slating that he has no cerlaiii 
miormntion regarding the raid, but that, in his opinion, the account given bv the 
AlmiKtor of the Interior was probably exaggerated. 

He adds that the Vali is still making inquiries. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CCUIHK. 


&ir P . CurriV to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received May 18.) 

(No. 393.) 

...i .. I . . i’ere. li, 1890. 

M i the United Sl.ntos Minister, asked me to instrnec 

*^1 r nrriyal at Klmrpul to oscert.nin how far the Turkish troops and 

ivii lunctionnrics were impliented in the burning and pilinging of Americnn school 
p operly in that town, adding that lie would bo glad to learn any details ns to the 
I ‘ r!!: oHicials on that occasion and the disposal which was Onally 

•naiie of the pillaged properly, 

[704] 2 , 
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I accordingly requested Mr. Vontana to make inquiries and report upon the 
matter and I now have the honour to inclose copy of a despatch which I have 
received in reply, inclosing a summary of the evidence furnished to Mr. Fontana hy 
some twenty individuals who were present at Kharput during the disturbances, 
which, in Mr. Fontana’s opinion, cstalilislies beyond any doubt tlie participation by 
the authorities in the attack upon the Protestant quarter and more particularly upon 
the American Mission. , , , ti •. j c. , 

I have coiiiniiinicatcd a c(»j>y of Mr. I'ontana s flcsputcii to ihc United Slates 


Charge d’Alfaircs. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIK. 


Inclosure I in No. 117. 

Acting Consul Fontana to Sir /’. Currie. 

gjj. Kharput, April 23, 1800. 

' WI'l’Il reference to your li.vcellencv’s despatch of the 9th ultimo, instructing 
me to iiKiiiirc into and report upon the attitude of Ciovernment onicials and the 
proceedings of the Turkish troops in connection with the destruction of American 
school property in this town, and the subse(|nent disposition of the plunder, I have 
the honour herewith to transmit a summary of the evidence furnished me by some 
twenty individuals, each of whom was present at Kharput during the disturbance 
•mil witnessed certain of its phases. 

1 have carefully inlcrrogntcd and cross-examined these persons, and Have 
avoided as fai’ as possible hearsav evidence of any kind. 1 have myself seen the 
fragments of the three shells wliicli'biirst in the mission buildings, but apart from this 
fact, the proofs forthcoming as to the pre-arrangement of the disturbance by the 
authorities and the attack orgaiii/.cd by them upon the Protestant quarter, and 
more paiiiciilarly upon the American Mission, are, in my opinion, too convincing to 
admit of any serious doubt. 'I'he affair, in fact, is still alluded to by the better- 
disposed Turks as a Itessni .linayet,” “ an official crime.” 

I Imvc, &c. 

(Sinnctl) It. A. FON'l'ANA. 


luclosuro 2 in No. 117. 


Summary of Evidence. 

St)MK weeks before the outbreak nccurreii the luiiilary commaiulor of 
l\.harnut, (Icneral Muslapba Pasha, had himself visiletj various Kurdish villages 
ami had sent emissaries to others with instructions to invite tijc tribes to attack the 

A certain Uekir KIVendi was ordered liy letter to brin*^ .000 of his clan to the sack 
of Kharput. Martini rilles wore distributed among the Kunlish Irilics. (h'llam 
Kurds trom Yavmi, a place situated twelve hours from the capital, have declar<*d to 
Armenians that the liovcrnmcnl sent oHicers to them bearing letters authori'/.iin; 

• the slauKhler ot Cliristians and the pilla;;c of their jiroperty ; that the Imglc 
sounded for the attack upon the Protestant quarter; and that many Uedifs assisted 
them in the disp;uise of Kurds. r •• i 

‘Phe day before the ilisturbanccs actually look place hundreds of Kurds 
assembled on the hills behind Kharput. A few soldiers were sent to disperse 
them, and after a few moments parley the Kurds withdrew, On the following 
morning, however, they again advanced towards the Protestant quarter from the 
plain below ihe town. A large force of troops had been stationed on that side of 
tlie city ; they tired in the air in the direction of the Kurds who also fired into the 
;iir anil then halted. The troops thercujMm retired towards the walls dragging: 
with them two cannon, one of whicli was placed alongside the medressd—I’urkish 


school—some 300 yards from the mission buildings, and to the right of the 
Protestant quarter.* The other was located at a spot called Ponjarlik, to the left of 
but facing the buildings in question. A third cannon was conveyed to a hill over¬ 
looking tlic town. A bugle then sounded and the troops by the medressd [.We], 
under the command of the Mir-Alai, opened a fusillailc upon the Protestant (piarter, 
uIlkii the Turks had previously vacated. The Kurds were still outside the city. 
The firing continued for about four hours, the Mir«.\lai giving the signal for each 
\ollev. Meanwhile one cannon at the medressu and another at Ponjarlik, the latter 
under the supcrintcndcnc of a Chaimk and a Mulazim, opened fire upon the quarter 
referred to. Some fourteen rounds were fired from one cannon alone. During the 
cannonade dust and earth were seen flying from Mr. HrowiPs house, the chape), 
and from the girls school. Fragments of shells and a cannon-ball were subsequently 
found in Dr. Darnum’s housejand in the ruins of Mr. Allen’s house and of the chape). 
A large number of bullet marks arc still visible in the facade of Mr. Gatc.s* 
residence. 

As soon as as the signal to stop firing had been given some thirty soldiers 
entered the medressd; courtyard and were seen to put on Kurdish costume over 
their uniforms before issuing forth. The olliccrs, soldiery, and rabble of Turks 
and Kurds collected in the vicinity of a house belonging to a Turk named Deli 
Hadji, formerly in the Government service, wlio after ofi'ering up prayer from his 
lioiikqop urged on the mob to attack the Protestant quarter. M'hcn Ids exhorta¬ 
tion was concluded two or three olliccrs .shouted out ‘Il.ilde llalbetclcrin Kvlcrinc ” 
—“On to tlie ])astor's lionses,”—and the tnM)[)s and people surged on towards the 
mission buildings. Dr. Banuini’s liousc was broken into i>y sohiiers and softas; no 
Kurds were allowed to enter. The <loor was smashed with axes, ami the whole of the 
I'urniturc and valuables wore carried off. Dr. NVlicelcr’s and Mr. Allen’s houscB were 
also plundered and llu n set on lire. A municipal fire-engine was brouglit up and 
lilh d by two soldiers from closed petroleum tins—pi;troleum tins used for water are 
open at one end—the engine was made to play upon these houses, with the result 
that the flames immediately increased. The greater part of the Prote.stant quarter 
was fired with petroleum brought from the Government store in jars. 

An Armenian who had lied with others from the girls*school and had been fired 
ii[Kin by soldiers, took refuge in Mr. Gates' house after its evacuation ; he slates 
thal he heard a voice calling from the door that the safe was there. A party of 
sixteen soldiers then entered by the front enlrancc, at the same time some Kurds 
hurst in by the back door and began to break open the safe. The soldiers, however, 
.'It once tlrovc them out of the house, wrenched open the safe, and divided tlio 
money it contained among themselves. After the soldiers* departure the Kurds 
returned and, finding no money, demolished the few pietiircs Icii on the walls and 
ihc timber of the floors. 

When the conflagration subskled Mustaphu Pasha is said to liavc asked why 
some of the mission houses were still standing. Tlie Mir-Alai was overheard by 
certain Armenians (hidden that evening in a Mo.slcin house) deprecating the whole 
afl'air; declaring that his hands had l)ccn tied, and adding “may the eyes of 
him who is responsible for the disturbance be blinded” (“Ghiuzlari ICyur 
Olsoun’’). 

*rhc more valuable portion of tlic plundered prujierty is asserted upon good 
grounds to be now in the possession of 'I'urkish olliccrs and ollieiats. Subsequent 
lo the disturbance two empty houses oulsklc the to.vn were filled with plunder by 
Kurds. An .\rmenian woman who bears a high eimraetor for truth and honesty 
stales lliat she saw a .Mula/.im and uiglit cavalry soldiers carrying the plunder out 
*>r these houses. They divided a large portion among themselves and pilcti up the 
•treater part of what was left in an ox-waggon, saying that they would take it as ii 
present (o Must.aphn P.isha; a few worthless things were handed over to the 
Kurds. 

(piantity of looted furniture, carpets, See., arc now believed to be hidden in 
d»e house of Mir-Alai. 













Sir V. Currie to the Marquess of Sal!shurij.—{Subslame received by telegraph, May 11.) 

My Loi^? . 1®> 

IN coiitiuuQlioii of mv desputoU No. -SCO of the 7th instont, I have the honom* to 
stale that on the 12th instant the Minislei- for Foreign Affairs informed me that ho had 
submitted to tlie Sultan the observations and suggestions which I had made to him 
witli regard to the question of conversions at Uirojik, and added that he entertained 
hopes of a favoumide decision being arrived at in the matter. On the following day 
Mr. liloek, Fii-st Bragomaji of the Embassy, went to the Palace, and was received by 
the Snltan’s First Secretary, who, after repeated communications with His Majesty 
informed him that the following steps had been decided uiMti:— 

1. Uegular troops would be substituted for the Keserves, ^ 

2. Telegraphic instiaictions would be sent to the Commission of Inquiry then at 
Jlarash, to pi-ocoed at once to liirajik, and inquire into the question of the church 
wliieh, ns reported by .Mr. Fitzmauricc, had been converted into a masque, under the 
name of the JIamidie Mosque, and in the event of this being the case, to restore it to 
its former condition, and deliver it back to the Christian community. 

3. Further instructions would be sent to the Commission not to leave Biredjik 
until, bv mentis of cflleaeions tneasures, conUdenee was thoroughly restored, so that 
the eonverls might be enablod to declare oitenly and ollicially their real religious 
views and perform their religious worship in perfeet seeurit.v. 

On receipt of this information I instructed Mr. Block to write to Tahsiti Boy, 
taking note of the verbal eommunication, made in the Sultan’s name, and expressing 
my aeknowledgmcnt of the action which Ifis Ifajesty had been good enough to take 
on the suggestions wliieh I had submitted to him. 

On taking leave of the Sultan last Friday, His Majesty thanked me for my 
messages, and said that ho would shortly make some furtiier eoinmuuications to Her 
Maiestv’s Bmbassv on the subject, through the intermediary of the First Dragoman. 

I have, &c. 

{Signed) PHILIP CUKIUE. 


No. 110. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received May 18.) 

(No. 100.) 

(Telegrapbie.) P. Constantinople, May 17,1890,10'30 r.M. 

TilE British Viec-Coiisiil at Alexaiidrctta has telegraphed that troops to the 
number of about 3,000 have tirrived from the interior, and are encamped at .Alexan- 
dretta. They are all diseoiitented, and itroelaim openly that they will plunder the 
town if their wages arc not paid in a few days. Great anxiety is being caused by their 
very hostile attitude towards Christians. The presence of a man-of-war is reque.sted 
for their proteetion by the British subjects resident there, and the Vice-Consul 
rcconiinends this request to me. 


No. IIO". 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received May 18.) 

(No. 101.) 

(’relegraphie.) P. Constantinople, May 17,1806,10’30 r.M. 

MY immediately preceding telegram respecting Aloxaudretta. 

1 have sent to the Porto, warning them of the dangerous state of affairs there. 
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No. 120. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Meeeived May 18.) 

(No. 101.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, May 18, 1896, 11*25 a.m. 

HEll Majesty’s Consul at Jeddah has reported by telegraph the arrival there, on 
the 13th May, of Baliri Pasha, ox-Vali of Van, and states that the secrecy which has 
been maintained has given rise to tho riimoiu* that ho would receive the appointment 
of Vali. Ho has heard that it was stated confldontially by the Governor that when 
the pilgrimage is over, Baliri Pasha will be appointed to the command of tho troops, 
whoso numbers will bo increased by 5,000. 


No. 121. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received .May 18.) 

(No. 1«5.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, May 18, 1890, 11*55 A.M. 

IVITl 1 reference to my telegram No. ICO, telegrams have Itcen received from the 
Coiisiilar oUlcora at Mersina and Aloxandretta, sttiting that tho troops encamped near 
those towns are clninoiiriiig for pay, and threatoniug pillage if they do not receive it. 
In the opinion of tho Consuls tho presence of a man-of-war is desirable. 

If your Lordship considers it expedient for vessels to visit these ports, I would 
request that instructions to that effect be sent by the Admiralty. 

I have no iiiformation as to tho movements of Hot* Majesty’s ships. 


No. 122. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Rcceioed May 18.) 

(No. 100.) 

( I'elegraphic.) P. Constantinople, May IS, 1890, 1*15 I'.M. 

BIllEJIK Commission. 

I propose that Vieo-Constil Fitzmauricc should be sent to watch the proceedings, 
and ho will leave Smyrna on Friday. During his absence Mr. Shipley will toie 
charge. 


No. 123. 

Mr. Herbert to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received May 19.) 


(No. 108.) 

('i’elegrapbic.) P. Constantinople, May 19, 1896, 11*30 A.M. 

WITH referenee to Sir P. Currie’s telegram No. 105 of tho 18th instant, instruc¬ 
tions have been sent by the Grand Vizier that trooits at Alo.xaudrotla and Jlersina 
shall bo paid, and order maintaincil. 


No. 121. 

The Marquess of Salisburii to Mr, Herbert. 

(No. 77.) 

(Tclegraphie.) P. Foreiyn Office, May 19, 1890. 

1 HAVE received Sir P. Currie’s telegram No. 100 of yesterday, stating that his 
Excelleiioy proposed to send Mr. Fitzmaurico to Biredjik to watch tho procccdiu';s of 
the Commission which has been oi*dcrcd to proceed thither, and that .Mr. Shipley 
would take charge of tho Consulate-General at Smyrna during his absence. 

These arrangements are approved by Her Majesty’s Government. 


[701J 
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Mr. Herbert to the Marquese of HalUbury.—{Received May 20.) 

(TdeeSiiiic) P. Conatantiaople, May 20,1896, H'O") a.ii. 

HEll liaiesty’s Consul at .TcfldaU has telegraphed reporting the arrival there, on 
the evening of tho 18th, of the steamers “ Assyr ” from Yemen, with more than 1,000 
troops on Imrd, supixised to ho destined for Constantinople, and Saul from 
Constantinople, with 1,700 men, 00 mules, and C guns. 

AVhile the soldiers were Imiiig landed yesterday from the Saul a tekoram 

arrived from the Vali, ordering them ^ return on lioanl. 

They may go, it is said, to El Widy, or Yamho. Further bodies of troops are 
expeetwl to amve. On 13th May 1,500 soldiers arrived and proceeded to Mecca, 

where llahri Pasha now is. • e *_ 

Much eomment has hcen exeiteil hy his arrival and the sudden increase of troops 


Mr. Herbert to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received May 20.) 

(Tcle^raiiiiie.) P. Coustantinople, May 20,1896, 10 I'.M. 

Tier siajesty’s Viec-Coiisiil at Diarhekir has telegraplied to-day in the following 

bciist.^lv i„ ,.„nsequeneo of riinionrs of intended 

massacre' at llah-ain I imt olf my doi>arlure. Though at fii-st 1 did not attach much 
iinnortaueo to them. I now find that they are well founded and extremely serious. 
Talaat lllTeudi is stirring up the Turks in the towns, while Jemil Pasha is in a village 
collecting Kurds for an attack on the town. In the last massacre both of these men 
took a prominent and active part. Their plan is as follows : The tclc^ph wires will 
he cut the llritish and French Consulates attacked, and then the Christians massacred. 
To pivvcnt disaster the an-cst of these two men is absolutely nccc.ssnry, and 1 hope 
that the civil and militarv authorities will receive immediate and categorical instruc¬ 
tions to that effect, and t'o take all precautions that may he nccessai-y, as unless they 
havo pi'cciso instructions llicv cannot 1)0 trusted to do their duty, the Cadi is actinj^ 
for the Vali, who is at Farkin, llfteen hours from here. Jinny of tho oHicers arc 
untrustworthy, though Zia Pasha, the Military Commandant, is well disposed. 

“ I hope that this matter will receive the most earnest consideration of your 

Excellency. ’ . o , 

T am making representations to the Sublime Porte in tho sense of this telegram. 


Mr, Herbert to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received May 22.) 

(Telegrapiiic.) P. Constantinople, May 22, 1890, 7 I’.il. 

M Y telegram No. 170 of tho 19th instant. 

All possibility of disturlxince is denied by the Porte, but they have nevertheless 
dispatched ordcrs'that every precaution may be taken, and tho Vali of Eiarbekir will 
return to his po.st. , , • 

This telegram has also been sent to Her Majesty s Vice-Consul at Diarhekir. 


127 


Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received May 23.) 

(No. 398.) 

, , Peru, May 18,1896. 

WITH reference to mv despatch No. 307 of the 7th instant, inclosing copy of a 
Circular desp.atch which I finil addressed to Her Majesty’s Consular olhcers in the 
districts of Asia Minor, to which the reforms are to apply, 1 now have the honour to 
transmit copy of a further Circular addressed by me to Her Majesty’s Consular 
olliccrs in tho six .Irmeniaii provinces, calling their special attention to certain 
points in connection with Shakir Pasha's tour of inspection. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 128. 


Circular. 

urn'll r - 1890. 

.. t " p ^ I'cicrciicc to my Circular dcspatcli of yesterday’s date as to the execution 
01 tlic icforms, I have to call your special attention to the following; points in con¬ 
nection with Slinkir Pasha’s visit:— 

1; You should suggest to Shakir Pasha the livas and cazas where Christian 
\Iuavins might with advantage be appointed, reporting at the same time to Her 
M.ajesty 8 Embassy. 

2. You should report SImkir Pasha’s views ns to the nomination of the 
kaiiiiakams being vested in the Valis, togetlier with your own opinion of such nil 
aiT.mgenicnt. 

■). You should ascertain and report wliat arc the resiills of Shakir Pasha’s 
in(|Uiries into tlic proposcil arrangements for mdiics and what .steps are being taken 
Have the Mules.sarifs reported on the subject? 

i. Yon should ascertain whether the judicial inspectors have acted on tlicii- 
mstriictions to report every three months to the Jliiiistry of Justice, and if they 
.Hive railed to do so, you should muke repicscntationsoii the subjeet to Shakir Pasha 
and to tho Viili. 

5. You should ascertain and report what is lieing done in regard to the revision 
Cl ‘''"I you should bring to tho iiolico of the Commissions through 

Snnkir I asim or the Vali any cases where lauds have hcen arbitrarily seised or titlc- 
ilccds stolen or destroye.l. 

I am, <&o. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


No. 129. 


Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury _ {Received May 23.) 


•My lioi-d, Pj„i, May 18,1890. 

l.N coiitmuntioii of my desiiatoh No. SCO of tho 7th instant, I have (he honour to 
' 1 *1'® Minister for Foreign AITaiis informed mo that ho hud 

suiimittetl to the Sultan tho observations and .suggestions which I had made to him 
with regard to the question of conversions at Uirejik, and added that ho ontortainwl 
Hopes of a favourable decision being arrived at in tho matter. 

following day, Mr. Block, First Dragoman of this Emliassy, wont to the 
laiaee, and was received hy tho Sultan’s First Secretary, who, after repeated com¬ 
munications with Ills .Majesty, informed him that the following stops had been decided 
u|Km ° ‘ 


l. Regular troops would be substituted for the Reserves. 

M,.™ 1 P'^srapliic instructions would be sent to the Coinmissioii of Inquiry then at 
at “'CO toBirejik and inquire into tho question of the ohureli 
, aa rojiortod by Mr. I'itzmauricc, had lieoii converted into a mo 3 <]uo, under tho 











name of the llamitli^ ilosque, and, in the event of this being the ease, to restore it to 

its former condition, and deliver it hack to tile Ciiristian community. t,. 

3. Purther instructions would 1)0 sent to the Commission not to leave liircjik 
until, by means of enicacious measures, confidence was thoroughly restored, so that 
the converts might he enabled to declare openly and officially their i*eal religious views, 
and perform their religious woi-ship in perfect security. t, 

On receipt of this infonnation, I instructed hlr. Block to write to ialisin Bey, 
baking note cif the verhal eoininunication made in the Sultan s name, and expressing 
my acknowledgment of the action which His ilajcsty had heen good enough to take 
on’ the suggestions which I had submitted to him. 

On taking leave of the Sultan last Priday, Ills Jfajesty thanked me for my 
inessage.s, .and said that ho would shortly make some further communications to Her 
JfaiesTv’s Emhnssv on the subject, through the intcrraediaiy of the Pirst Dragoman. 

■ ‘ ' I liavc, &c. 

(Signed) I’llII.lP CUKllIE. 


The Miinittesx of f^alisburii to itfr. Herbert. 

*" ^ Foreiijn Office, Mny 23, lb96. 

1 HAVE received Sir P. Currie's despatch No. 384 of the 11th instant, 
forwaialing copies ot two telegrams from Mr. Vice-Consul Ilampsoii relative to tlio 
renewed danger impending over the Snssoun district from the migration^ of the 
noma<l Kurds, ami reporting the representations which, l)y Ids Excellency’s instrue- 
lions, Jlr. Block had made to the Turkish Minister for Poroign Afihirs on tile 

subject. Ti oi ■ . 

Sir P. Currie's action in this nmtier has the entire approval of Her alajestys 
(jovernment. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SAliISBUKY. 


Mr. Herbert to the Maniuess of hSalisbur^.—Ulcceiveil May 20.) 

(No. 39!).) 

jiv Lord, Constantinoiile, May 20, 1801!. 

’ I HAVE the honour to forward to vour Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which 1 have received from the Acting British Consul at Angora respecting the 
prohiliitiou to carry iirms. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) MICHAEL 11. HERBERT. 


Inelosnre in No. 131. 

Actiny Comut Richards to Hir P. Currie. 

( 5 ii. Aiiyora, May 12, IbOU. 

I HAVE the honour U) inform your ICxccllcncy lliat the Viili has received an 
order from the Porte cojoioiog him to prohibit the carrying of arms by any private 
person who is not specially iiuthoiizcd to do so in the pursuit of his vocation, such, 
for inslaiiee, as tlie preventive men (“eoldjis") employed by the Rdgic, those in the 
service of the Admiiiislrnlion of the Public Debt, Consular cavasses, and others 
similarly cmployi’d. 

This order, 1 am given to understand, is now hemg cai i icd out, so far as tlie 
carrying of arms openly is concerned, but 1 am inclined to believe that those Turks 
who have liceo in the habit of kccjiirig weapons about tlicir jicrson will continue to 
do so, ill spite of llio piohibilioi), merely taking the precaution to conceal wluU in 
Ihe past they o|>cnly displayed. 
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Tlie Christians never having been allowed to carry arms arc not affected bv 
the measure in the sm.allcst degree. So that although the intention of the Govern' 
nient is praiseworthy, the practical results obtained will be but small 

The only rcallv satisfactory method of bringing about a general disarmament 
would consist m a house-to-house visitation by the police and the confiscation of all 
arms found in the houses of persons not authorized to possess them. 

But it is needless to say that in the ease of Mussulmans, the real offenders 
such an order could not lie thoroughly carried out owing to the sncrosanctitv of the 
harem, so hat such a sc.arch a^s 1 have described would be necessarily confined to 
Christian houses, a result winch, ni>iirt from the question of the injustice of the 
thing, may he described as in tlie last degree nugatory. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) IV. S. RICHARDS. 


No. 132. 

Mr. Herbert to the Marquess of-Salisbury.—(Received May 25.) 

(No. 101.) 

My . a- r, ^ ■ ^"") 20, 1896. 

W11II reference to Sir P. Currie’s despatch No. 364 of the 7th May, reporting 
he .sentences passed on twelve Armenians at Mousli, and the representations that 
he instructed Mr. Block to make at the Sublime Porte in consequence, I have now 
thelioiioiir to inform your Lordship that the Miuisicr for Koreign Affairs, after 
coirespondence with the local authorities, states that certain Armenians were tried 
fill (lie murder of an Armcnn-in priest named Parsegli, wlio liad turned informer 
against some Armenian revolutionists ; live of them have been eomicmncd to death. 
One miuith‘') seven years, and one to 
ISO/; 'x-’o committed on tlie 23rd September, 

.r.ho ilBi'lru'lyTr’tL'^mfy^t."’’ 

I liave, &e. 

(Signed) MICHAEL H. HERBERT. 


No. 133. 

Marquess of Salisbury to Mr. Herbert. 

(No. 113.) 

T TTivn ■ 1 c- T, . , Poreiyn Office, May 26, ISiHi. 

imi • rcceiyed Sir P. Curries despatelies Nos. 360 and 398 of the 7tli and 

isth instant respcetivoly, rcjiorting tlic representations wliicli his Excellency made to 
S,.I|7 “ 1 ‘"i conversions at Birejik, and the measures which the 

^ulUm had decided to take in consequoiicc. 

Majesiy’s G^veramenL*'"" 

I am, &o. 

(Signed) SiALISBURY. 


No. 131. 

Mr, Herbert to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received May 29.) 

(No. 182.) 

P' , Conshm/iiiople, May 29, 1896, 12T0 r.M. 

vesfewtao iT! Ko'iooliani <>t Zeitoun were again made 

oomn i ^ Rcpresentalivcs of the six Powers, in accordance witli a decision 

fro ^ reply 

(•iJtn . 1 m ,^'^0 shall meet again to eonsuicr wluit fiirllier .steps are to b’e 

l•l((Cll should nothing bo done in the next few days. 
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Xo. 135. 

Mr. Jlerbcrl to the Murquesn of Salishurtj.—{Received Jttne ^.) 


(No. 107.) 

My Lord, PerOt May 25,1896. 

IXFOKMATION Imvinf? readied this Embassy from the Eiblc House of the 
tcrriblo state of afluira prevailini; iti the villages of Tadcm, Nor-Kcgh, and Palo, as 
reported by the missionavi(!s iu tlioso distiicta, Sir P. Currie instructed ^fr. Peutana on 
hi.s arrival to inquire into, and aseerlaiii tlic truth of, these stiitcments. 

I have now the honour to transmit copy of his llcport, and, in view of tho 
situation described by him, I have instructed liim to make strong rcpi'csontation.s to 
Shakir on the subject when he visits Kharput. 

I have, &<5. 

(Signed) MICH.-VliL II. UElUiEllT. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 135. 
Vice-Consul Fontana to Sir P. Currie. 


Sir, Kharput^ Mntj 2, 1S96. 

JN accordance with the instructions conveyed in your Excellency’s despatch of 
the 7th ultimo, 1 have iho honour herewith to transmit a Report upon the state of 
alTair.s alliuhul to in Dr. Rarnum’s letter of the 17th January last, the copy of which is 
duly ivturned heroin, as then prevailing in 1’adom, Nor-Kogh, and the Palo village.s. 

Tho details comprised in my Itoport have been collected from the evidence 
jitFoi*ded by a number of rofugoes from tlu; districts in question, whom I have severally 
and cai*cFiilIy examined. Tlui numl>cr of victims in Tadem and Nor-Kcgli would 
ajipcar to have been somewhat over-cstimatc(l by Dr. Ramum in his letter to 
.Mr. Pci't, but it is no doubt true that the majority of the younger and more attractive 
Christian women residing in these villages have suffered as he describes. 

The fact of thirty-five Armenian women at Uzoun-Oba having preferred death by 
drowning to dishonour at the hands of the Kurds is confirmed hy tho testimony of 1111*00 
eye-witnesses, one of whom only cscajicd death at the time by swimming across 
the stream. 

As Tudem is situated within this vilayet I propose urging tho Vali to take 
measures for tho arrest and punishment of tho Aga, Hadji Beygo, who w^as tlio 
ringleader in tln^ outrages perpetrated there; and who is moreover charged with 
the assassination of a number of witnesses summoned to give evidence against his son, 
Hafiz, who was arrested some time ago for murder committed prior to the date of the 
<li6turlmnccs. 

In conclusion 1 would submit that tho summary dismis-sal of Said Eifcndi, the 
Palo Commissary of Police, is greatly to be desired, as far as the well-being of tho 
Christaiu villagers is eouccrued, who not unjustly consider him ns their chief 
Oppressor. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) RAIMIAEL A. KONTANA. 


Inelosuro 2 in No. 135. 

Report o»i the state of Affairs in the Vilayet of Maanivret-ul-Aziz. 

Tadem. —During the disturbance alKiut 1(K) persons, for the most part women and 
girls, took refuge in tho hou.so of tho -\gn of Tadem, Hadji Beygo. Tlio younger and 
more attractive were outraged the same evening and suhscquently by the Aga, iiin sou 
llaliz, and their Kurdish friends. Many of tho victims wore allerwards given a** 
presents to Bekjis and to Knnlish visitors from the surmunding country. Several 
women were led away from tho .Vga’s house in a state of complete nudity. Two of 
tho Tadem refugees now in Kharput estimate the total female population of tin* 
village at fibO persons, of whom they heliovo the great majority to have been ravi8br<l. 
Tho Armenian >furakbnss, however, affirms that out of over 1,000 females n'sidcnt in 
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Tadem “o* n'nrc tlmn 360 Imve siifferod in this way, and that all those who wore 
canted oil by tho Kurds hayo now been restored to their friends, although many of 
them are with child by ^fussulman fathers. ° ^ 


Vilayet of Diarbekir, 

Palo ri/%fs—Nor-Kcgh (VTcnikeui): suliscqucnt to the outbreak iu Nor-Kegh 
a crowd of womoti and girls took refuge in tho stable of Slmkri Bey, Aga of tho 
villago. At mgUtfal the Aga entered the stnlilo and, after looking tho refumes over 
selected one ami took her upstairs. His Kurdish guests, Yusuf Aga. lloschid \ga 
aiid Ismail Aga, thou appeared and dragged off others to tho upper rooms. Slmkri 
Bey s servants afterwards followed suite. These proceedings continued for no less than 
ten days. 

A zaptieh who .subsequently applied for a maiden was told hy Slmkri Bey that 
thcro none loft, but that ho w’ould find one in a neighbouring villago, the 
(laughter of a certain Kukor. ® ® 

A woman arriving in Kharput uiron the. 2l8t ultimo declares that tho Aga and his 
lioiisehold were even then still engaged in similar outrages, tho cliief culprits being his 
servant, Hanfe C.aio u Jfustafn, Tctulilu Ifaya InjtS Saynr, Madoli Ziltt Saffo, and 
J^eidli Bostanji; and that any Armenian desirous of freeing a woman or girl from her 
sulTcnngs ivas obliged to ransom her from the Bey. 

Sakral.—At tlio time of the distiirhanccs in llio I’alo district tho Agas of Sakmt, 
Ibialum and Itnsl.ili Beys sons of Hadji Ncjil. Pasha, of Conslantiuoplo, under the 
I’o noo* of protecting tho vdlagc, sent for forty soldiers from the Palo Barracks. Some 
10,000 refugees had fled to Sakrat in the hope of protcclion. When tho troops 
alluded to, in the company of a Kaiid of Kurds, nriivcd. tlioy were hillclcd upon 
''‘‘fy soon Iiogaii dislioiioiiriiig tlio Armeiiiau womon. 
Husbands and fatlici-s sucijceded m saving their wives and dauglihirs for a time hv 
paying tho soldiers, but were eventually forced to hand them over. Upwards of l.OOb 
fcimilcs aro compnied to have been dishonoured by the soldiery and Kurds 

a number of soldiers and Kurds left the villago lo meet a band of 
bigitiios from llabali. Upon tlieir return to Sakrat three girl refugees were brought 
3" Armenian was sleeping. Tho girls were then taken 
mt to tbe aiymi, or portico of tlio house, and the Armenian was roused by fomalo 
no ono to help us?" Thoreupon lie wont quietly to tlio 
pwl r ontraiicc, and there mw rape committed, the foremost ravislicr being Said 
hfiondi, tho Commissary of Eolicc. ° 

on reitl b earned to a field at the back of the Govermneut ko.iak and tbio 
sl'ortly afterwards. This fact is coiilirmcil by 
n\stimony from sovcrnl sourecs. ^ 

Tl.e eMefltjfnl"' "■"“n" 'n"® ®’‘®nP®<> 'Ushonour. 

^ criminals wore the Aga’s servant and his .shcplierd. * 

S/ocA.—Sovontocn females, whose names arc specified, and four of whom were 

Pavkl.eii'^ I?,’ oir from this riliag” S 

* 1 " f'i® ‘'‘ftnrbaiiee there were some 150 Cliristian families in 
alsluelid fronithirvil^e '"“raged or 

.“"'ow themselves into the Euphrates, 

iM.ar Lzoun Ohn, to escape dishonour, and were drowned. ^ 

fronts reinUor'" ®f 

the " nr ‘n'onty females took refuge in an empty house close by 

them 0110 “ti ®nme gendarmes finally discovered them, took 

Znl „ I ,1 another house, outraged thorn, and hrouglit them back. O.m 
niioye-witr.e.ss to have been thus taken out at separate times by 

f®'nnl''s wore carried oil by Kurds and Turks from this 
ivlt re res'., , 00 . “‘"■‘n®" imerwais s allowed to return. Three womon. however, 
host respective names arc 11 uiret, Baidoli, and I loriiiok, lire still missing. 
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No. 13(i. 

M/'. to the i^ 'uriiHCSs of SoUnbui'ii.—{liecctted June 1.) 


(No. 40S.) 23,1890. 

^'fUE I'lcncli Government have bestowed the decoration of the Ivogion of ilouour 
<l,e Alutelslarif aiVtlie Chief Accountant of the Uistriet of .Tchel-Jiei'cket for the 
CMr>y'and com-age which tliey display'd in saving the lives of certain Cnpuchm 

'“““Im Em,me that his Government are anxious that 
1 • . I n 1, be ■ iveii to these decorations, as bv tliat means alone do they consider 

C'tli^ wnl W onieials from the displeasure of the eentml 

authoriliV'S for liaving by good beiniviour ’'“'‘'f, 

(Signed)''"'’ 'lilCIIAEL 11. UEBBEllX. 


Eo. 137. 

;./r. /Men 10 the Mtmiucus of Sai;elur!l.—(IMiiri/ June 1.) 


IVrn, May 27,1890. 

■' I'll’'VVE Ihe bonoiir to inform yonr Lordship Hint on receipt of Mr. 
bateb’s dcsnatcni Xo. 313 of the lOtb llcccmbcr, 1895, icsjiccling tile attitiido ol the 
Qoverimicnt towards the Kurds in the Vilayet of A'an, wliieh fornicd the inclnsure in 
Sir 1’ Cuiric’s despatch Xo. 930 of ttie lotli Dce'cmber, Her Majesty s Linliassj 
c.allcd’thu attention of tlie Sublimo Porte to the fact that the Kurds of 
rcitiments in that vilayet did not obey tiie orders given to them, and that tvin tl o 
Kurds who did not actually belong to tho.se rcginients were not brought before the 
Courts of Justice, and that fears were entertained tliat fresh raids on tlie part of the 

^"'^'Thc''Sana'"vi'sicr has now informed me that the Jlinister of M nr has sent 
instiaietions to the Mushirs and Conunaiiders-iu-chief of the army corps to tlie effect 
that in time of peace, olliecre of the Itamidieli regmients must be treated ns Kcdif 
officers, and tbo privates as Xizam soldiers of tlie Eoserve, that is to say, ns mere 

priMiU^indiiiduals^^d^ not actually belonging to the Hamidieh regiments, the Vali of 
Vail lias reported to the Porte that they are always summoneel before the local 
authorities fOr anv offenec comniittod by them, .and ai-e dealt with according to lau. 

■ I have, Sc. 

(Signed) MICHAEL II. IIEItliEKT. 


Xo. 138. 


Mr. Herbert to the Maryuerti of Salisbury .—(ifcceired June 1.) 


) Peru, May 28,1890. 

•’ WITH reference to my despatch Xo. 398 of the IStli instant I have the honour 
to transmit to voiir Lordship herewith copy of a 

from the First Dragoman of this Embassy, ri'iKirtiiig eonvcR,ations uliuli he h.is h. d 
with the Sultan's First Seei'elary and with Izzet Hey cii tlie subject of the EiujiK 

conversions. _ , , 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) MICILkEL U. HEllBERT. 
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Inolosuro in No. 138. 

Memorandum by Mr, Block. 

I TOOK the opportunity yesterday at the Palace of speaking again to tlie First 
Secretary and Izzet Boy about the Birejik conversions. I showed them again the 
Report furnished by Mr. Fitzmaurice, and signed by tlie Turkish Commissioners and 
himself, proving that they admitted tliat the converts accepted the religion of Islam 
through tear and to aivc their lives, and for no other reason. I thcrefoie urged them 
to have orders sent to the Commission now proceeding there not to I’ccognizo or allow 
a profession of Islam through terror. I stated that Mr. Fitzmaurice had orders from 
Her Majesty's Government to return to Birejik, and I used every argument to 
persuade them that in the interests of His Majesty the Commission should act 
energetically and sec that the converts returned to Christianity, and that the mosque 
was reconverted to a church. I regi'ct to state that I could get no further concessions 
than those already obtainal. Izzet Bey and the First Secretary did not seem to like 
the idea of Jlr. Fitzmaurice going, and all I could get out of them was tliat the Com¬ 
mission liad tlic very strictest orders to restore order and confidence by any means 
tliey could devise so that every one would bo at liberty to choose whatsoever religion 
he jdcascii. The Commission will also inquire into the question of the church which 
has been converted into a mosque. 

In order to show the futility of endeavouring to impress upon any one in office at 
the Palace the gravity of this conversion question and the harm it does the Sultan and 
the Turkish Government, I may add that, in the course of the conversation, Izzel 
Bey insisted that the real reason why the Christians had become Moslems was to 
attract the sympathies and attention of Europe, and of England speeially, and said 
that if he was sent there to inquire into the matter ho would report to that effect, and 
would absolutely decline to order these converts to revert to Christianity. 

(Signed) ADAM BLOCK. 

May 20,1896. 


No. 139. 

Mr. Herbert to the Marquess of Salisbury,—(Keceiced June 1.) 


(No. 420.) 

My l/>rd, Constantinople, May 28,1890. 

I II.'VVE the honour to forwaial to your Ijorilship herewith copy of a despatch 
which 1 have received from Her Majesty's Viec-Coiisiil at Van, reporting on the state 
of alVnirs in that vilayet. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) MICHAEL II. HERBERT. 


Inclosuro in No. 139. 
Vice-Consul lyilliams to Sir P. Currie. 


Sir, Van, May 0, 1896. 

I HAVE the honour to report that tlioro is no cliaiigo in the situation which 
remains most serious. During the past week an attempt was made to fire the American 
Mission during the night, and it only failcil by an accident. Tlio authors of this 
outrage are iiiiknown, but I have since arranged for a special patrol of regular troops to 
visit tlie premises regularly during the night. An attemiit was also made to wreck the 
bazaar, imt the A'ali wiis warned in time, and took the necessary precautions. 
Saadeddin Pasha is expected back soon; ho apjiears to have done absolutely nothing to 
punish the Kurds guilty of the late outrages. The result is most deplorable, ns outside 
Hie town there is mi security whatever. The relief work is being carried on in 
co-operation with the Vali, and without friction on either side. Expeditions have been 
sent in various directions to help the villagers in tlieir oivn homes. Charity cannot, 
however, indefinitely support a population. Fortuuatclv, a large area of wheat was 
[701] ■ 2 M 
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sown last autumn, but unless some strong measures arc taken, and that soon, to 
guarantee security, next winter will see scenes to which this year's misery mil lie 

child’s play. ,, . 

‘ ‘ I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. n. WILLIAMS. 


No. 110. 


Mr. Herbert to the Marquess of HttlMuri/.—{Seceived June 1.) 


il^ ltml ^ Constantinople, May 28,1896. 

^ WITH reference to my despatch Ko. 26 of the IStli January iMt, I have the 
honour to forward to your Lonlsliip herewith copy of a dc.sjatch which I have revived 
from Uer Majesty’s Consul at Erecroum, reporting the futility of the steps hy 

the Porto witli regard to the notorious Kurd Chiefs, Hussein, Emm, and Taiiiir 1 ashas. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) MICHAEL H. HEHBERT. 


Inclosurc in No. 140. 

Con«u/ Graves to Sir P. Currie. 

gjj. Erzeroum, May 16,1896. 

■WITH reference to Jlr. Cumberbatcli’s d&spatchesof the 10th and 2tth Bcccinher, 
1896, 1 have the honour to report that, of the three notorious Kurd Chicfs—Hu.sseiii, 
Emin, and Tninir Pashas—summoned to Erscrouni hy Shakir Pasha, Emin I nslia lias 
been allowed to escape and retiini to his home at .Vrjisli, whilo Hussein and faniir remain 
nominally under surveillance at Erzeroum. It may he expected that Emm lashas 
return to Ariisli will further aggrovato the serious situation reported by Major 
Williams in his despatch to your ExcoUency of the 0th May, ns existing in the district 

'I'licre appears to ho no present iirospect of these aroh-rohlxirs and assassins lining 
inade to suffer for their misdeeds. Shakir Pasha had coiifidently asserted to the 
Consuls hero that Hussein at least would be tried hy eourt-raartial, hut it is no recret 
now that his recommendations to that clTect were summarily rejected hy Uie 1 orto, 
althoii'di the Prociircur Gdiieral of Erzeroum is in possession of a largo im^s of evidonoo 
of his guilt, and although another Kurd Chief has come forward and lodged lorraal 
informations and claims for damages against him for acts of pillage and hoiiiicido 
committed in the course of tribal feuds. 

The futility of Shakir Pasha’s mission of roforin is well oxcmplined by this c^o. 
The final removal of Hussein Pasha and his follows from the districts of \vhioh they 
have so long been the scourge, woidd ho the ilrst step towards cstahhshiiig that 
condition of eomparative security which must precede any attempt to introduce 
admini8tr.ative reforms. Yet that step, when proposed by the Inspcctor-Oonoral of the 
Anatolian provinces, and supported hy the Valis of the vilayets concerned, is at once 
vetoed at Constantinople, and these protdgiSs of the Centml Goveriimoiit will no doubt 
shortly ho allowed to return to their old courses, strong m the conviction tlint, wliilo 
Turkish rule lasts, as at present conslituted, no local authority will dare to interfere 
with them again. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) It. W. GltAVES. 
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No. 141. 

Mr. Herbert to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received June 1.) 


(No. 422.) 

My Ixird, Constantinople, May 28,1896. 

I HATE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despafcli 
which T have received from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Kharput, reporting the 
arrival of the Christian Assistant of the Vali. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) MICHiVEL H. HERBERT. 


Inclosure in No. 141. 

Vice-Consul Fontana to Sir P. Currie. 

Sir, Kharput, May 14, 1898. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Excellency the arrival in Kharput of 
Stephan Effcndi who has been appointed Assistant to the Vali of Maamiiret-ul-Aziz. 

Stephan Effcndi was formerly, ho tells mo, in the Ottoman Consular service, and 
was subsequently attachcil to the Danube Commission. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) RAPHAEL A. FONTANA. 


No. 142. 

Mr. Herbert to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received June 1.) 


(No. 423.) 

My Lord, Pera, May 28. 1896. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your I^ordship deoypher of a 
telegram which I have receivoil from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Diarliekir, stating 
that owing to the energy of Zia Pasha, the Military Comiiiaiidor, there have lieeii no 
ilistiirhanccs at that place, hut that no arrests have been made, and the Vali is still 
at Parkin. 

Both Her Majesty’s Emha-ssy and the French Emhassy have repeatedly made 
ri'prescntatioiis at the Sublime Porte with a view to the dismissal of the Vali of 
Diarliekir, hut hitherto their efforts have not been attended with the slightest success. 
I will, however, continue to make representations on the subject. 

With regard to Mr. Hallwai-d’s sug^tions respecting Zia Paslia, I am of opinion 
that in view of the treatment which Fcham Pasha, the late Miitessarif at Mush, 
rteeived at the hands of the 'Purkish Government, it would lio more discreet to refrain 
from rueommendiug Zia Pasha ns the successor of the present Vali. 

I have, 

(Signed) MICHAEL H. HERBERT. 


Inolosure in No. 142. 

Vice-Consul Hallward to Sir P. Currie. 

(Telemphic.) Diarbekir, May 26, 1896. 

THANKS to the ouergy of Zia Poslia, llie Military Commaiidor, there hew been 
no disturbance, though no uri*ests have been iimdo and the Vali is still at h'tirkin. 
His absence is rather an ad>'nutAgo than otherwise; there will bo no improvement or 
real soopity till he is removed. JJis attitude towards Christians remains the same as 
at the time of the inasuHicro. Zia Pasha is the only trustworthy ofllcial of importauco, 
and his appointment as Vali would liavo an excellent utfect. In any case a change is 
urgently needed. 
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No. 143. 

Mr. Herbert to the Marqueee of Saliebury.-(Reeeived June 3.) 


(No. 188.) Constantinople, June 3.1896, 6 r.M. 

llci' .Majesty s ship Y""® , , ^ ’ ,,e ,ent with orders not to leave so long as 


No. 14-1. 

The Marquess of Salisbunj to Mr. Herbert. 

(No. 156 a.) p'oreiejn Office, June 3,1896. 

Sultan would not take t''® | t reminded him ot the Sultan's 

solem«‘ohUgS"oL!!inriStS Majesty's'Government looked to his honour. 

massnci’cs. j 

(Signed) SALISBUllY. 


No. 143. 

Mr. Hcrheri to the ilfar^uws of SaHshurys’-(Received June 6.) 

V Coiiiftantinoplet May 29,1890. 

MTl'u rcteronce to my dcspateli No. 319 of the 30tli ultimo. I have the honour 

of li»iuiry, and on the state of afTau's in the 

(Signed)'^'JIICUAEL H. IIEHI^EIIT. 


Inelosuro in No. 145. 
rice-CoHJu/ Hnltward to Sir P. Currie. 

Diarbekii't May 18, 1890. 

”“‘’“Ano£'h^tanee of useless expense is the appointment of the Assistant Governor 
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•who docs not oven ait in the Administrative Council and has no influence in the 
Government. 

The Vali left on the 9th for Farkin. He was aeoompanied by Hadji Roslud Aga, 
who, as I mentioned in my despatch of the 7th instant, had been brought here 
by the Governor from that place, and who is, as I have said before, one of the greatest 
criminals in the vilayet. The Government, therefore, apparently approves of his 
conduct in ravaging the district of Silouan. At any rate the Kurds and Christians 
will not be slow to draw this inference from his not only escaping punishment but 
being brought back with honour by the Governor-General. 

Another pTOininent Kurd named Osman Aga, who was chiefly responsible for 
the massacre of Siverek, has been trying to force tlic Christians to sign a ttooumont to 
the cifect that ho protected them and restored their stolen property to them. • 

Until these Kurds are dealt with, it is waste of money sending reform Commis¬ 
sions here; the local authorities would be perfectly capable of managing them if 
they were instructed to do so. ’ 

In the Vali’s absence the Cadi is in charge of the vilayet. It is just as well that 
the Assistant Governor is not acting, as his doing so might have Ijcen taken as an 
excuse for a further outbreak on the part of the Moslems. 

The vilayet in general is comparatively quiet now, but there are no signs of 
returning confidence or of any revival of trade. The financial situation is bad and 
not likely to improve for some time to come; the only direction in which the Govern¬ 
ment show any energy is in the collection ot taxes. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. M. UALLWAttl). 


No. 146. 

Mr. Herbert to the Marquess of Satisburp.—{Received June 6.) 

(No. 191.) 

(Telcgra])hic.) 1’. Constantinople, June 6,1896,11 a.m. 

HER Majesty's Consul at Jeddah has telegraphed that it has been reported by 
returning vessels that ITambo was yesterday surrounded 1)^ Bedouins, some ot whom 
entered the town. The Governor ot the town was seriously wounded, and some 
pilgrims and soldiers were killed, in the geiicml firing that ensued. The pilgrims 
hound for Medina are not able to leave. Mr. Alban adds that this has not yet been 
olfieially confirmed. 


No. 147. 

Mr. Herbert to the Marquess of Salisbury .— {Ileceiced June 7.) 

(No. 195.) 

(Telegmpliic. P. Constantinople, June 7, 1890. 

WITH rofcrence to my telegram No. 191 of the 6th instant, llor Mqjesty's 
Consul at Jeddah lias telegraphed with reference to his telegram ot the 6th Juno, that 
it has been oflleially reported that the Bedouins came in order to threaten to attack 
the rest of the hospital on account ot the imiehine for disinfecting, and that the 
disturbances were quelled by the troops, who killed throe rioters and lost two men. 

Mr. Alban adds that one battalion of troops was to proceed to Tambo from 
Jedilnh on the 6th instant. 


No. 148. 

Mr. Herbert to the hJarquess of Salisbury.—{Received Jane 8.) 

(No. 423 a.) 

ify Lonl, Constantinople, May 29, 1896. 

1 SPOKE to Tewflk Pasha yesterday in the sense ot your Lordship's despatch 
No. 135 of the 17th instant, in regard to the dismissal of Foham Pasha from his post 
[704J 2 N 
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as Mutossarif of Mousli, and informed his ExceUency that your Lordship was anxioua 
to loam the exact causes which bad led to his removal. . t, . „ t 

nis Exccllencv replied that he did not know the reasons for Eeham Pasha’s 
dismissal which had Ireen ordered entirely without his knowledge, and ho added that 
Fohnm Pasha himself did not know why ho had been recalled and had, on his arrival 
at Coustantinoplc, conio to liiiu to complain of tUo treatment he liacl received. 

I took the opportunity at the same interview of asking his Excellency whether 
the Commission, which was to proceed to Birejik to restore the ohuroh which had 
been turned into a mosque, had started from Marash. 

Towflk Pasha again replied that ho knew nothing at all about it, and that all 
orders relating to the Birejik affair wore sent directly from the Palace. 

His Excollonoy’s answoi-s respecting these two cases illustrate very forcibly how 
powerless the Porto has liecome, and how difficult it is to transact business here 
through the ordinai*y diplomatic channels. On the other hand, if representations are 
made directly to the Palace, it is politely intimated that'application should bo made to 
the Porte, a complete deadlock being thus ingeniously created. 

I have, &o. 

(Signed) lIIOnAEL H. UEIIBEET. 


^[r. Uerherl to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received June 8.) 

Mj^ifrd,"'^ 29,1896. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 182 of to-day, I have the honour to report 
that a meeting of the Representatives of the six Itowers was hold at the Austrian 
Embassy on the 27th instant to consider what further representations should be made 
to the Tiirkifsh Government in regard to their non-observance of the conditions of the 
Zeitonn arrangement. After some discussion it was decided that we should for the 
present confine ourselves to endeavouring to obtain the nomination of a Christian 
Kaimakam, and press for the fulfilment of the other conditions later on it wo were 
successful. , 

It was also agreed that we should all make separate and individual representations 
ihe Jlinistcr for Foreign Affairs on the following day. 

I accordingly spoke to Tewfik Pasha yesterday, and eariicstty appealed to him to 
proceed with the ‘appointment at once. I wanicd his Exeellency, at the same time, 
that if the 'rurkish Government did not keep their promises in regard to the Zeitoun 
arrangement, they might possibly find it useless in the future to appeal to the 
Great Powers to lielp them out of their difficulties. 

Tewfik Pasha, after privately admitting that if ho had had anything to do with it 
n Christian Kaimakam would ha've been appointed long ago, replied in much the .same 
'.uaiiner ns he did to the representations made by the six Hragoiiians on the 19th .\prii, 
as raported in Sir P. Currie’s despatch No. 311 of the 29th April, and gave no definite 
promise, hut his Excellency stated that ho would at once address a strong communica¬ 
tion to the Palace on the subject. 

1 understand he answered my colleagues in the same evasive inanner. 

Should nothing ho done in'the next few days, there is to be another meeting of 
the six Representatives to discuss what furtlier action should bo taken. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) JIICHAEL H. HEUBER’l'. 


No. 160. 

Mr, Herbert to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received June 8.) 

(No. -125.) 

My Isird Constantinople, June 2,1890. 

Wll’n reference to my despatch No. 121 of the 28th ultimo, I have the honour 
to forward to your Isuslship herewith copy of a Jlcmorandum, which I have icceivcd 
from Mr. Block, on the suhject of the Kurdish Chiefs, Hussein, Emin, and Tamir. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) MICHAEL H. HERBERT. 
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Inclosure in No. 160. 

Memorandum by Mr. Block. 

ra ■ } Grav^’ despatch of the 16th May concerning the Kurdisli 

Chief^ Hussein, Emm, and Tamir, to the Foreign Minister, and shown his 
Exccllenoy how futUe all reforms must he if such men are allowed to remain 
unpumshed. His ExccUeney took note and said ho would inquire into the matter. 

(Signed) A. BLOCK. 

No. 161. 

Mr. Herbert to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received June 8.) 

(No. 427.) . 

, , , , Pera, June 3, 1696. 

SI ^ reference to my- despatch No. 420 of the 28th ultimo on the subject of 
the state of affairs m the Vilayet of Van, I have the honour to transmit to your 
Lordship hcrcwia copy of a pro-memorid which has been handed to Mr. Block bv 
the Minister tor Forei^ representations which were made to 

the Sublime Porto by Her Mayesty’s Embassy on the 23rd April on the subject. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) MICHAEL H. HERBERT. 


Inclosure in No. 161. 

Pro-Mcmorid, 

LE Gdndral do Division, Saadeddin Pacha, iutorpelld sur les renseignements 
OTutcmis dans le nro-memor.d do I’.Vmbassadour do Sa Majestd Britannique en date du 
11 Avru (lomier (y. s.), touchant la situation dans lo Vilayet do Van, tdl^gmphio nuo 
cc sont les .Wniens qui clicrchent coinpromettro I’ordro ct la sdcurite publiquo. 

« “ la suite do la rdpresaion des troubles dans la ditc province unc parfaito 

tranquilhtd y ayait regnd yusqu’au iiiois do Ramazan lorsquo les agilatours Ariudnioiis 
out rccommencd lours nicnecs. Aiiisi ils out tiid iiuitammont iin soldat d’un corps do 
garde et deux do lours coreligiommires do Van. Ixi nouvcllc d’apre's laquollo des 
meurtres aiiraiont 6t& comuiis par des Kurdes cst absoluineiit fausse. Oudoiios-uns 
de ces dorniore out, il est vrai, conimis dcniiilromciit certains mdfaits, mais il nc a’agit 
14 quo do ddhts de droit comniuu ct les autoritiSs Imperialcs out ddjii arretes les 
coupablcs ct lea ont consigiids ii la justice pour fitro punis coiitorimimout h la loi. Il 
cst dtahh quo la pluiiart des crimes [R'rpdtrds et des faits do nature ii trouhler I’ordre 
soiit commis par les Armdnicns eux-mfimes, qui no les atlribueiit aux Kurdes nuc 
pour soulevcr 1 opinion publiquo coiitre eui. C’est dans lo indmo but qu’ils no cessint 
do repiindre toiitcs sortesde bruits alarniants. Aiiisi tout derniiremont encore, les 
AmuSniens du village de Kassim Oghlou ont pisStcndu quo les Kui-dcs s’dtaient reuuis 
aux environs do leur yill^o pour les attaquer; mais Saadeddin Paclm, qui s’etait rendu 
inimcdi^ement sur les houx avee un detachement de troupes Impdrialc.s, n’avait 
roncontrd aucuii Kurdo dans ces parages. 

A iA d’apr^s laquello le nonibro des ncccssiteux se trouvantii Vans’^lisverait 

a lUjUUO est aussi singuliftrenicnt cxagdixic. 

Parmi les villageois Armdnicns qui s’lJtaient rondus derni6remcnt dans cetto villo 
pour y roMvoir des subsides, un grand nombro n’avait on k subir aucuu dommngo du 
cuoi ues dcsordres ot plusiours jouissent m6mo d*une cortaine aisanco. 

Commo les Armoniens de Perse iwssont do temps h nutro sur lo torritoiro Ottoman 
^ur y fomonter des troubles ct quo Icurs eoroligionnaires do Turquio so rondont en 
iCRo (tons lo but do 8 y procurer des armes, des troupes ont dA 6tre postdc.s lo Ion" de 
la ironturo pour y oxercor uno surveillance severe. ° 

‘‘iautoritos Impiiriales ont pris toutos les dispositions propros A 
Sent *“ et A prdveiiir tout iiouvel 

6,000 livres ont dte ddjA onvoydes aux dites autoritds pour les besoins looaux. 
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Ko. 152, 

Mr. Herbert to Ike Marquess of SaUebury.—[Received June 8.) 


1 u’aVE the honour to transmit hcrcwitli, for your Lordship’s information, 
eonv of a despatcli from Her Ifajesty’s Viec-Consul at Housh. reporting rohheries 
committed hy the Kurds of Sasoun, and the inaction of the authorities in the 

™''*^*rshall not fail to bring these facts, as reported hy Mr. Uampson, to the notice 

of the Porte. ^ ^ . 

1 l\ave, &c. 

(Signed) .MICHAEL 11. UERBEllT. 


Inclosure in Iso. 152. 
riV<-Co)is«i Uampson (o Sir P. Curne. 


Mousli, May 11, 1896. 

' ’ AS I had the honour to inform your Excellency in my telegrams of the 9th 
instant, Kurds of Sasoun last week took 4B0 piastres from Hitonk, one of the relieved 
villages, hy threats of sacking the village. ., , * j 

I at once hroiight the matter to the notice of the Acting Mutessawf, ami requested 
that ho would formally assure me that the money should ho restored. While saying 
that he would inquire into the matter, ho declined to make mo any promise as to the 
restitution of the money; basing his refusal on the grounds that, now that the distn- 
hution of relief in Sasoun was ended, I had no right to intorfero formally on behalf of 
the inhahitants of that district, who, if they had any complnints to make, must present 
petitions to the Government themselves. , , , 

I replied that, though it was true that the distriimtion was ended, yet the 
nioiiov taken from Hitonk was English money; that I could not seo the relief "o “»d 
"iveii to the destitute Armenians .seized hy Kurds without energetic protest; and that 
T must decline to admit that, under such eirciimstanees, I had no right to make lormal 

representations to the Government. , , ni 

I added that I considered it of the utmost importance that the Kurds should ho 
foreed at once to restore this money; otherwise their example would he followed 
hy o!her.s, and all the work tho Belief Coiuinittoe had acoomplished in Sasoun would 

ho annihilated. . , ^ , , , • i 

The Acting Miites.sarit again said that he would take steps, but that he denied any 
right to interfere olfieially. , , , , , 

1 had already been led to expect that the authorities were about to adopt some 
such attitude, ns they had hceii making inquiries whether I still claimed any right to 
the protection of the people of Sasoun, expressing their intentiou of .summoning 
many of them to Moush, undor the warrants forwarded in my despatch of the 
28tli April, and forcing them, at least, to formally declare their submission to tho local 
Government. , , 

Meanwhile, tho Kurds are very threatening in Sasoun and lalori, committing 
many small robberies, and eollceting tho usual tribute (“hatir”). I fear there u ill ho 
niueli trouble unless energetio steps are taken; and I have some reason to believe 
that the Government, it not actively encouraging, is at least not entirely averse 
to such trouble, ns they deeply resent the position which they wore forced to accept 
in regard to the distribution of relief. Tho nomad Kurds will also bo moving in 
about a month; and it is urgent that some ettectivc mcasiiri’s should bo taken to 
protect Sasoun against them. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES S. HAMESON. 


Mr. Herbert to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received June 8.) 


My Lord, Constantinople, June 2,1896. 

^ I HAVE tho honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Mousn, reporting the 
dismissal of the Mudir of Avsakhur, who lias been replaced by an uncle of the 
notorious Moussa Bey, and other appointments of Mukhtars in tho district. 

I have, &o. 

(Signed) MICHAEL H. HERBERT. 


Inolosure in No. 163. 


Vice-Consul Uampson to Sir P. Currie. 


gjj. Moush, May 12,1896. 

WITH reference to ray despatch of the 9th September last, I have the honour 
to report that the JIudir of Avsakhur, who replaced the official dismissed on 
niv complaints, and who, since his nomination has distinguished himself hy his good 
ailministratioii, has now in his turn been dismissed, and an uncle of the notorious 
Moussa Boy named Mudir in his place. Tho latter’s rule has nli'oady been inarked 
by tho murder of Miro, as reported in my despatch of tho 4th instant, which the 
Mudir is said to have arranged himself. . , „ , ,,. 

On tho other hand the Mudir of Avram, who has continued all the abuses of lus 
iiiedcccssor, retains his position. 

The nomination of ilukhtars in the villages is proceeding on the usual Imra ot 
briliery and favouritism, without any regard to tho litness ot the individual named, or 
to tho wishes of villagers. . , „ , • , • 

The Acting Mutessarif ordered an Armenian momher of the Council to give him 
the names of six Armenians of 'Moush to bo appointed zaptictis, at tho same time 
warning him that they must bo free from all suspicions on the part of the authorities. 
Ohannes Aga replicil that, under such conditions, it was impossible tor him to furiiish 
even six names, as if not previously suspects, the fact of his having named them would 
cause them to become so. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHrVRLES S. HAMP80N. 


No. 131. 

Mr, Hctbert to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received June 8.) 


(No. 430.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, .fune 2, 1890. 

1 HAVE the honour to forwaid to your Jjordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Her Majesty’s Consul at Haniaseiis, reporting rumours 
of wide-spread disaticctioii among the troops in tho district. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) MICHAEL H IIEBBEIIT. 







Inolosuro in No. 154. 
Consul Eyres to Sir P. Cuirie. 


(Confidimtial.) 

gj|. Damascus, May 18, 1896. 

’ 1 irAVE the honour to .st.otc, for your E.'ccellency’s information, that I learnt 
yosterday, on sood authority, that Edlinm Paslm, Commandant of the Aleppo district, 
tclo'-raphcdtn'tho Acting Mushir, Omar Pasha, to the clTcct that ho required 10,000 
troops, to he raised from the “ Ikhtiat,” to replace various hattalions under Ins orders 
in the south of Asia Jlinor and ilic Antioch district (\vhcre, as I understand, there arc 
consiilcraljle numbers of troops nmssocl) of wliosc fidelity lie entertain^ doubts. 

The Mushir replied that lie could not raise more than 2,000‘Uklitmt, and the 
matter was referred to Constantinople. 

My informant went on to say timt tlic military authorities wore very uneasy with 
ivcjard to the fidelity of the troops in general. 

X am aware that there is a very widc-sproad reeling of disaliectiou among tlie 
junior ofllcci-s of the Vth Anny Corps, but 1 have hitherto had no reason to hclievo 
that this disatfcction bad e.vtendcd to the innh and file. 

T said above that my authority was good, and it is corlam that my mtormaut, wlio 
‘ j a man of rovolutienary tendencies, has extiaordinary means of access to the most 


Mv informant also stated the propaganda of the " Young Turkey ’’ Party was 
making great strides among the army and also among civilians, especially in Beyrout 
and .lerusalcm. In Damascus the party lias hut few adherents. 

T liave, &c. 

(Signed) f. C. A. EYKES. 


Mr. Herbert to the Muryuess of fSalisbury.—{Receiied June 8.) 

(No. 432.) 

AIv Lord Constantinople, June 2, 1806. 

'WITH rotcrciicc to Sir P. Currie’s desjiateli No. 270 of the 13tli April, I 
have tho honour to fonvard to your Lordship licrewitli copy of a despatch which 
I liavc received from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Aloush, reporting on tlio seutciicos 
passed on the Armeiiiaiis arrested as revolutionists, and on the general situation in 
tho district. 

I liavc, &c. 

(Signed) MICHAEL U. HEKBElt’r. 


Iiudosurc ill No. 165. 

Vice-Consut Hampson to Sir P. Currie, 

Mousli, May 4,1890. 

A8 1 liad the lionour to inform yom' Excelleuey in my telegram of the 
30lh ultimo, sontcuees liave lieeii recently passed by tliu Tritmiials hero on twclvo 
Arineiiiaiir. arrested as revolutionists, as ro]iortcd in my despatclics of tlio 2iid and 
20l!i March. 

Tlic first urrasts were made in eoiisoquonco of tlie search for the niurdorei's of tlic 
priest Parsigh. These liave, however, made good llieir escaiie; and those now 


113 


sentenced svere accuserl as memhers of the “Hinehak” Society, by the orders of 
wliieli tho murder was undoiiiitedly committed. Tho sontenoes are of death, or 
101 years in seven cases; and of terms of from twelve years to eight months in 
the o’tlicr cases, among the latter being a priest of Arakol Monastery. I think tliore 
is no doubt that five or six of tlic prisoners are members of the “ Hinehak ” Society, 
tlieir leader being a compatriot and companion of “ Mourad; ’’ but tlioy were at 
present quiet, and some of tho othci's had committed no fault tliat T can learn. 

A few days ago aii Armenian of the plain was murdered by the relations of tlio 
notorious Moussa Bey, against whom he liad given evidence. The authorities aro 
acting with energy in tho matter. Tlio followers of the Kurdish Chief, Halil Glia, 
have been giving mneh Iroiihlo in Snsoiiii, llu'catcning to murder one of our i-eliof 
agents, &o. On my ^presentations, the Acting Mutessarit lias sununoiied 
lialil to Jloiish, and promises to take effective guarantees from him for his good 
behaviour and tliat of his followere. 

So far the Acting Mutessarit is siiowing energy and groat promptness in adopting 
any suggestions wliieli f make to him. Ho probably hopes to lie confirmed in tho 
|insition. Jleanwhile, the result is good; and as tho new military Commander, 
itolin-oddin Pa.shn, appears to ho an enlightened, lioiiost, and active olBcer, I hope 
that for the present all will go on well. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHAllLES S. HAMPSON. 


No. 160. 

Mr. Herbert to the Moryuess of Salisbury,—{Received Jane 8.) 

(No. 133.) 

My J/ird, Pera, June 3,1890. 

I HAVE the liononr to inclose copy of a despatch i< iiioli I have received from 
Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Kharput, requesting instructions as to how far Iio 
.should act in protecting and assisting American and Russian subjects, who it would 
ap|)car have lately heon appealing to him for help. 

The 'Hnited States’ Chai-gd d’Altaircs having a few days ago asked as a favour that 
Mr. Fontana should represent American interests in Kharput until an American 
Consul should he appointed tlicro, and having obtained tho iieoossary permission from 
the Porte, I have authorized Mr. Fontana to do so, but 1 have at tho same time 
Informed him that I see no reason why ho should o.xtond Iiis protection to Russian 
subjects unless the Russian Embassy here make a similar request to that of tho 
ITiiitod States’ Charge d’.VITaircs. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) MICHAEL H. HERBERT. 


Inclosurc in No. 156. 

Acliny Consul Fontana to Sir P. Currie. 


Sir, Kharput, May 0,1800. 

I HAVE tho honour to report to your Exeolloney tliat siuuo ray arrival In 
Ivharput several Armenians, claiming .Vmcrican or Russian nationality, liavo requested 
me, at ditTcront times, to mako representations to tho Vali on their hohalf. I have 
ici!ordingly mentioned their oases to him, and propose sending on tho I’etitioiis they 
have addressed mo to tile .American Legation or the Russian Embassy, according to 
iho nationality claimed by tho petitioners. 

The Vali tells mo that, altliougli ho is ready to hoar anything I iiuiy have to say 
'nioniaially in such instances, lie cannot, in general, rocogiiizo any ollleinl intcrforcncu 
on my part in favour of foreign subjects other tliaii British. 

Under tlicse eiremnstances I would request your Excellency’s instruotions ns to 
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IlOW far 1 may act for the protection and assistance of tlie subjects in question, and 
itiorc Gsncciollv of the stfllT of the Aiuei'icflii mission here. ..iff i 'i*! 

nithcrlo I have aided these gentlemen when requisite to the best of my ability; 
but any action of mine on their liehalf migh^ I woiUd submit, be cmisiderably 
strengthened were mv right to tahe such action officially recognized by the 1 all. 

° I have, etc. 

(Signed) It. MONTANA. 


No. 137. 


Mr. Herbert to the of Salisbury.— (Receired June 8.) 


M ° tod ^ ?■ 

^ 1 HAVE the honour to inclose copies of despatches which I liavo received from 
Her Maiesty’a Vice-Consul at Kharput, reimrling the appropriation for taxes ot the 
relief-money by the Turkish aulhoritics in the vilayet, and the claims for Virghiu 
made upon villages looted by Mnssnlmaiis during the recent distuibances. 

I have brought the contents of these despatches to the notice ot the Foreign 
Itliiiistcr, at the same time pointing out what an exceedingly had effect this action on 
the part of the authorities would produce if known in Englaiid. I have also requistcd 
him to tclcgmph to Iho Vali of jraanionret-cl-Aziz to remit the taxes as much as 
possible in view ot the destitute condition of the villages. It is highly prebablc that, 
in spite of all orders sent frem here, the tax collectore will eoiitimio to press the 
Armenian villages for money, and that the authorities will forcibly' appropriate any 
cash received by indigent Ariiieiiians from the Belief Fund. I have therefore 
suggested to Sir. Whittall, the Chairinaii ot the Belief Committee in Constantinople, 
that the relief agents should restrict themselves to giving clothes, agricultural tools, 
food seed, &c., wdiich would not at once he coiiliscated by the authorities, and would 
enable the villagers to set to work to save themselves from starvation iii the 
future. 

I IKIVC, &C. 

(Signed) llUCJIAEL II. IIEllBIvUT. 


Incloburc 1 in Ko. 157. 

Acthuj Consul FonUnut to Sir P. Currie, 

g;i. Kharputy Mfnj 1, 1890. 

’ IVITll reference to your E.xccllenoy’s teleginm of the IBth ultimo instructing me 
to invcstigalo and report upon the all(!gf'd appropriation hy the Kharput authorities ot 
relief funds distrihuted to indigent Armenians upon the pretext of taxes due by the 
latter to the (Jovcrninent, I liavc Uie honour hcrowitli to inclose a list of cases iii 
point which have been breiight to my notice as having occurred in the vilayet, and I 
prepeso |iresenting a translation in Turkish of this inclosure to the \ali, with the 
request that he will do what is noeessai-y in the matter. - 

In many instain’cs it would appear that the villagei's, after receiving relief u’oiu 
their district Commission and returning to their villages, have licen followed b}' ^ 
'/a|)tieh sent after them by the Kainiakam and foreed to hand over the whole of the 
money thus received. 

I have, &o. 

(Signed) B. A. FONTANA. 
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Inclosuro 2 in No. 157. 

Statkjient ot Money received from Belief Fund, and paid to CoUeotora 
of Taxes. 


First Relief Faymcnt. 


Second RoUcf Payment. 


Names of Keoipients. 


Rcccire<l. 


1. Upper Shei/ih Hadji, 

Kokoctx Kiragos,. .. 

„ Sarkis .. ,, 

„ Yculisik.. .. 

Kululvnx Knnohodar .. 
Clmklinrotz 

Tciihvcnk .. • • 

Murckl] Aadur .. .. 

Ilnynji Garnbct .. 

llijvcnk .. .. 

Kiioslimatly .. .. 

Mntim iiedro* .. .. 

Mar^ioii Krikos >. .. 

Tjnriik.. .. .. 

Toroa .. 

Simon .. •• •. 

Tato Oraii .. 


Piastre#. 

20 

•10 

40 

30 

40 

40 

20 

60 

70 

30 

30 

20 

30 

30 

20 

20 


Arko Khachu 
Mulko Ovnncs 
„ Maroub 
Nujnr Bcdro« 
Koio Vnrllg 
lluzdi llcdros 
Aiilaram 
Maphab OTnkin 
PiirW. 
Klmm)Ui|;h 
Rniiilt) .. 

Ktiln Sarkis 
Terxl (Jostaii 
Avc<l Kirkoa 
Nnjnr Gurnbet 
Kivri OTaiic.% 
Mcl> OrnncH 
Muklivi Mnnok 

Goorii •• 

IX(lt< .. 


10 

10 

20 

20 

10 

10 

30 

40 

20 

10 

30 

10 

10 

20 

20 

20 

20 

30 

40 

30 

CO 

80 


Mardiro .. 

l)aur> .. .. 

Mato Turit .. 
Kuyumji Kirkos •• 
Gurbik Kiragos .. 
Ikdrc .. .. 

Kltazub •« 

Clmgitfliubam .. 
Toru Khnebo ,. 
Ik-yini Uedros 
Avtfu Gospuriaii «. 
Oars Ovaaei .. 
Jamgoch Oran .. 
licyagt Iloglios .. 
Koko Muiiobo .. 
Khnrlncbi Vort .. 

Agob.« 
Kutib Boso ,« 


HcceiTcd. 


Paid. 


Puuitrcti, 

20 

20 

10 

10 

16 

20 

20 

40 

20 

20 

15 

10 

20 

10 

20 

20 

li) 

20 

10 

10 


Piastres. 

20 

30 

20 

30 

30 

30 

20 

CO 

40 

40 

20 

20 

20 

30 

20 

20 

10 

10 

4 

40 

10 

to 


Piastre#. 

10 

20 

10 

15 

10 

10 

10 

30 

30 

30 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

to 

10 

10 

so 

10 

10 


20 

20 

20 

10 

20 

10 

10 

16 

15 

15 

10 

20 

20 

20 

40 

30 

25 


40 

20 

10 

30 

10 

10 

20 

20 

20 

20 

30 

40 

SO 

80 

80 

30 

30 

70 

40 

GO 

70 

40 

70 

20 

30 

00 

40 

30 

10 

30 

CO 

30 

80 


30 

10 

5 

15 

10 

10 

10 

15 

10 

10 

15 

30 

20 

40 

10 

20 

20 

60 

SO 

60 

30 

30 

50 

20 

25 

40 

25 

20 

10 

20 

30 

30 

40 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 157. 

Acting Consul Fontana to Sir P. Currie. 

Sir, Kliarput, May 8,1896. 

I HAVE the iionour to submit the following details in continuation of my 
ielegrara to your Excellency of the 6tli instant, reporting that the Government 
was endeavouring to levy taxes upon the impoverished population of numerous 
villages in this Gaza, which had been pillaged by the Moslems during the recent 
disorders. 

I have talked with a number of Armenians from the villages of Arozik, 
Sbcinsheli, Ah-Mczird, Carash-Kecci, and Sheikh Hadji, and have reccive<l petitions 
signed by villagers of HocU Eecci, Aslivan, Peri, Vaskcixl Eecci, Tchmd, and Balishir. 
Tile various statements made and petitions addressed to mo are to the same effect, 
viz., that the Christian ))opulation of the villages referred to, although reduced 
to a state of great poverty, are now called upon to my taxes for the current year, 
in addition to, in some instances, the .arrears chaimed for past years. 

The Mukhtar of Shomsholi, an Armenian named Asadour, came himself to see 
me, and stated that ho had been oialered by the authorities to collect from his 
Christian fellow villagers, those subject to taxation amounting in all to 136 men, 
the sum of ‘1,000 piastres on account of Bedel Askori, Temettu, and Arazi Virgliinson 
for this year alone; together with 1,000 piastres arrears of taxes for past years; 
that all the Armenian houses at Shemsucli had been looted, and that, as the 
people wore quite unable to pay the amount demanded, ho had flcil to SIczird for 
■‘afety. 

Asadour further informed me tliat the Government had distributed 50 okes 
of grain in his village, aud had promised 60 okes more, and that most of the 
indigent families there had also received assistance from the Belief Committee .at 
Kliarput. 

The fact of aiTcars of taxes being claimed would appear at the present moment 
more particularly unjust. The villagers have, for the most jiart, lost, together 
with the rest of their property, the “ seueds ” or receipts given them by the tax- 
e(dloctors in former years, arrd have thus no longer the moans of proving airy past 
p.ayments made by them. 

I have brought this niatter to the notice of the Vali, dwelling upon the unreason¬ 
ableness of exacting taxes from men who have just received ivlief in the form of food 
material for themselves aud their families from the Government itself. The Vali 
replied that he could not suspend the collcctiori of tiro taxes in the various vnllagcs 
u'ithout express orders from Constantinople to that effect; but that he would givo 
directions tor the collection to bo with lenity aud discrimination. Such measures, 
iiorvevor, are not likely, T would submit, to be productive of any great result. 

I have, 

(Signed) B. A. FONTANA. 


No. 158. 

Admiralty to Foreign Office.—{Received Jane 8.) 

(Cuiifidential.) 

^ ^ Admiralty, June 8, 1896. 

WITH referciico to my letter of the 0th instant, in reply to your commiinioation 
of the 1th instant, respecting the departure of Her Majesty’s ship “Howe” from 
■Mexaudretta, I am comirrnadod by my I/rrds Commissioners of tiro Admiralty to 
request that you will inform the Secretary of State that the following telegram ha.s 
heim received from the Comnrandor-irr-chior of the Mediterranean Station roportirr" on 
the matter in question. 

“No special report on srrbjcct received since rrry telegram of the 24th May, 
hut have every conlidonco that Captairr of “Horve," m proposing present cruise to 
•'cirut, has satisfied himself that no uirtoward event is likely to be precipitated by 
tenrporary absence.” 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) EVAN MACGBEGOB. 




























antagonism of creeds and races -was appeased, the Turkish Government fully intended 
to fulfil their pledge. . 

I recalled to his Excellency tho solemn ohligatious taken by the Sultan, and said 
that Her Majesty’s Government looked to his honour, which His Majesty must protect 
bv being faithful to his engagements. 

I said, however, that I would not take the responsibility of pressing for any pre¬ 
cipitate action, from wliich, in the judgment of the Sultan, a renewal of massacres 
would result. 


No. 1(14. 

Mr. Herbert to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received June 14.) 

(No. 206.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, June 14,1896,11.40 a.m. 

Wrrn reference to your Lordship's telegram No. 94 of tho 11th instant, I have 
given tho Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs correct version of the language used 
by your Lordship. 

Tewflk Fasha did not bold out any hope of tho appointment for the present of a 
Christian Kaimakam. 


No. 105. 

Mr. Herbert to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received June 15.) 

(No. 440.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, June 6 , 1896. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith eopy of a desiiateh 
which T have received from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Kharput, inclosing the state¬ 
ments of Kurds with regard to the recent dislm-bances. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) MICHAEL H. IIEUBEIIT. 


Inolosuro 1 in No. 105. 

Acting Consul Fontana to Sir P. Currie. 

Sir, Kharput, May 19,1896. 

I HAVE tho honour herewith to transmit to your Exccllonoy prdcis in Turkish 
with translation of statements made .at their own request by Kurds in ray presence, 
and bearing their seals j the first has rercronco to the raid .made upon tho Kharput 
('aza by tho Kurds, in which Hadji Khalil Aga played a prominent part; tho second 
statement refers to an attack organized upon the Kizil-b.ashi Kums of tho Agoha 
Tagh district, who refused to imrticipatc in tho attack upon the Armenians of 
Malattia. 

An official of rank m this town, who culled upon me to-day, began of his own 
accord to speak of tho massacre of Kizil-b.ashis at Agoha Tagh, and in the course of 
our convereation ho confirmed, in the main, the details sot forth in tho statement of 
Ibrahim Oglou Khalil heroin inclosed. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) It, A. FONTANA. 


Inolosuro 2 in No. 165. 

Statement bearing Scats of Seven Kurds of Ziva. 

(Translation.) 

IIAHJI KHjVLIL aga of Kizil Ushaghi, a village in tho nahid of Ziva, five 
mouths ago, gathcrad some 2,000 Kurds of his clan, and, hoisting his flag, made a raid 
upon tho Caza of Kharput and tho neighbouring villages. He set fii-o to houses, killed, 
plundered, and did other evil; and be afterwards openly gave out to tho villagers ho 
met ryith that ho had himself cut to pieces with his own hand -Vrtin Effoudi Atnalian, a 
praminent Kharput trader, adding, “ Such is the command of our Padishah; see that 
you do likewise." Ey thus exciting the ICimls he had given rise to tho recent troubles 
[704] ' 2 (j 
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authorities; the remainder are retained by ids associates. This statement we make 
in the name of common right and justice. 

(Seal.) (Signed) BULUKANLON KIEL IfASS.AN OdLOU 

YUSSUF. 

(Seal.) HADJI HASSAN AGA ZADE j\il. 

(Seal.) HADJI MEHEMET AGA ZADE ALI. 

(Seal.) HADJI ARAB AGA ZADE HADJI ALI. 

(Seal.) COHRIIAMOLI MOLL.VH JIOHSSA 

OGLOU IBUAimr. 

(Seal.) HANZONE Z.YDE MUSTAFA .VGANIK 

OGLOU HASSAK. 

(Seal.) SIMIICAXLI MOLLAH UMER OGLOU 

ALI. 

A% 7, 1800. 

SlaUnwit bearing Sfdl of a Kizil-httshi Kurd from the Village of Bekir Oshaghi, 
in the Nahii! of Agcha Taqh. 

('I'mnslation.) 

I A5I from tlie village of Bekir Ushaghi in the nahid of Ageha Tagli, Mutessa- 
I'iflik of Alalattia. Some days hefoTO the disturhance in that town tferirji Zado 
.Vhdullah .Yga, llcmher of the Afalattia Idard Mejlissi (Administrative Council), sent 
us a letter inviting us to attack the Malattia Armenians. Wo took no notice, 
however, knowing tlic contents of the letter to bo contiary to common justice. 

Some days after tho disturbance the oificial in question, declaring that wo had 
made an agi-eemont with the Armenians, sent Yuz Bashi Shukri Elfcndi of Jfalattin 
with his tollowers to take back tho letter, which we gave back, wlien demanded, 
without hesitation. A day or two later upwards of a battalion of troops, together with 
Boy Beki Sonim Ogloi^lladji Mchmct, Kiur Hussein, and Bosluk Agas (of our uahid 
and belonging to tho Kiurmc and San Hadji tribes), accompanierl by their followers 
and 3,000 Kurds they had assembled from other places, attacked the twenty-five 
villngc.s specified lierc below. They plundered everything wo had, slow 000 people 
and (diildi'cn, and treated us with outrage. Of tho survivors eighteen poor villagers 
wero arrested, and have lain ov'cr since in prison, hungry and shivering. As this state 
of things is incompatible with justice and mercy, wo beg that, in pity for our trouble, 
what is necessarj' may bo done to lielp us. 

One of the people of the above NahitS. 

(S“l-) (Signed) IBUA111.\I OGLOU KHALIL. 

Mag 12,1896. 


Bekir Ushaghi, Harin, Hadji, Uksuz, Kerkoz, Kepez, Gcnjeli, Kclenli, Ghiur- 
sulimanli, Kassim, Kobat, Tunmkli, Khanjarli, Kadir, Bayram, Tatar, Choli)kcnli, 
Shomrikli, Zonkli, Chakir, Mehmct, Buyuk Kcni, Elias, Alhasli, Sinimili. 


Mr. Herbetl to the Murijneis of Salisburg.—(Recehed June 16.) 

(No. dtl.) 

, Constantinople, June 6, 1890. 

1. Ill! reference to my despatch No. 135 of the 3rd instant, I Iiavo tho honour 
to forward to your Lordship hcrowith copy of a dospatoli which I received from Her 
.Majesty's \ lee-Consul at Kliarput, reporting the action taken by tho Vnli witli regaid 
to the levying of'Virghin” upon tho Armenian peasantry whoso houses have lieeii 
looted and burnt in tho course of tho late disturbanoes. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) MICHAEL li. UEIIBERT. 
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Inclosure in No. 106. 

Acting Consul Fontana to Sir P. Currie. 

Sir, Khurput, Mag 18, 1896. 

IN continuation of my despatch to your Excellency No. 0 of tho 8th instant, 
reporting that tho Government was endeavouring to levy “ Tirghin" upon tho 
Armenian peasantiy whose villages and houses had been looted and burned in tho 
coiiree of the late disturbances in this vilayet, I now have tho honour to report that a 
number of Armenians from different villages accompanied me a few days ago to tho 
konak, and specified to the Tali in my presence tho sums demanded from them by tho 
fax-collectors, declaring at tho same time their inability to meet those demands. 

Tho Tali thereupon summoned an oflicial and ordered him to take down tho 
.statements of these men, and to send instructions to tho tax-gathers tlmt taxes should 
only bo levM from “ Kudret Olanlar,” such persons as were in a position to pay them. 

Tho action taken by the Governor-General in this matter may, or may not, prove 
beneficial to indiridual sulTcrors. Since our interview, however, fresh complaints 
have reached mo from various villages with regard to tho Tirghin claimed, and 
the ill-treatment of those who were unahlo to pay tho same; .and the only possihlo 
solution of tiic question in general would appear to lie in tho temporary exomptioa 
from taxation of all such villages as have sulTcrod heavily in the recent troubles. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) R. A. FONTANA. 


No. 167. 

Mr. Herbert to the Marquess of Salisburg.—{Receieed June 15.) 

(No. 142.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, June 6, 1896. 

I HATE the honour to forward to your Lordship liorowith copy of a dc.spatoh 
which I have received from Her Majesty’s Ticc-Conaul at Kliarput, inclosing extracts 
from letters with reference to the participation of tlie Turkish troops in tho niassaoro 
at Erzeroum. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) MICHAEL H. HERBERT. 


Inolosure 1 in No. 167. 

Acting Consul Fontana to Sir P. Carrie. 

(Confidential.) 

I . h’harput, ,1896. 

, HAY^E tho honour to transmit extracts copied from letters together with 
translation addressed by a soldier stationed at Erzeroum to his brother at Kharput, 
having rcfcroncc to tho particjiiatioii of the troops in the niassaoro in the former town. 

riicso lotto.rs one of which boro the seal of tho writer, Hafiz Mahomet, wero 
rrcontly shown to a member of tho American .Mission hero. That gentleman, in whoso 
judgment and discrimination great confidence may, f think, bo placed, has no doubt 
whatsoever as to their authenticity, and ho has been good enough to furnish mo with 
(he extracts in Turkish, which form Tnclosure 1 of this despatch. 

I liavo, &o. 

(Signed) Fv. A, PONT/VNA. 







Inclosiu'e 2 iu Xo. 107. 


Exiracisfrom a MUr wriltcnfrom Erzeroum hy a Prhoh named Huftz Mahomet, 
native of Kharput, to hie brother Tewfik Aija, m the latter town. 

(Trans!.,tion.)^^ a1,„„t tlin (roop 3 tl.oi-o arc forty-six battalions of u., on servke. Our 
battalion you must know conLis of 120 mon, on'l now they bavo roUcd out «m 
llcdifa and Ikbtial. I tbinlc to myself, “ .\b, if only I bad been there. Hero ttero 
were a eertain number of Armenians whom I Itillcd hko dogs. If you ask for news m 
tbU matter we slow 2,500 Armenians and looted their goods, the whole of wbicli wo 
1 anded over to the Government. At the present moment the 
this for vour information. For Ibo last four months wo have not 1"'". 
cartriilce-belts are round out waists with our cartridge-eases and our rifles between 
our knees. \11 night we pass seven hours on duty, and do four houin palrol 
day. In the whole world there is not such a vilo place as hrr.crouni. Ihere has just 
been a heavy fall of snow. 

Your brother, 

fSoall (SiS'wd) UAh'lK MAllOMBT. 

' ' 2u(/i lieyiment, 2iid liattalion, ‘bth Company. 

11 (/i Kianon Erel {December 2',i, 1805). 


Inolosuro 3 in No. 107. 

E.Ttraet from another Utter evidently written hy Hafiz Mahomet "‘reply to one 
received from hie brother, dated IHh Teehrni ifniii {S'ovemher 23,189o,. 

brother, if vou want news from here, we have killed 1,200 Armenians, all of 
them as food for the ilogs. For thirty (lays past their shops have been shut, >“, 
1 am safe ami sound. Father, twenty days ago we mn(b war on the Arnuni.in 
iinhelievers; through God’s gmee no barm befell ns. lirolher, 1 inyself bred foil}- 
seven earl ridges, 'I'liere is a rumour on foot that our battalion will be oialoi-ed to your 
part of the world, if so we will kill all the Armenians there Brother, we made 
war, in short, for four day,), 'fbiity days ago we made war avitb the Arnieiiians, .m l 
1,2(10 we slow. Besides these .511 Armenians were wounded, one or two iiorisli 

‘'“‘•b'wii ask after the soldieis and Basbi-Baitonks, not one of their nos.'s ha.s bled. 
One servant died; thanks be (»,>), nothing else hap|iened. One thing ' 

learnt my drill by heart in four days, but seven days ago they began to teach iis (he 
Oiitiis (iViissiiin'r) drill. May God bless ycm. xt i „,„„i i 

(The date and signature torn olf, but the handwritiiig that of llahr, Mahomet.) 


No. 108. 

Mr. Herbert to the A/nri/ar.w of )iijlisbury.—{ Itcceived Jane 15.) 

Mv l/nsl'^ l-'onstantinople, June 5, 181)0. 

’ IVI'l'II refiwence to Sir 1’. Currie's lelegram No. 161 of the 13tli ultimo, 1 have 
the honour to forward l(,i yoiir Lordship herewitli copy of a despatch which 1 have 
received from Her Jlnjesty’s Consul at Alejipo on llie subject of the release ot thirty- 
one Arnieiiians of Aintali’fiom the Aloiipo jirison. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) MICIIAHL II. IIHKBEUT. 
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Inclosiiro in No. 168. 

Consuf liarnham to Sir P. Currie. 

gir, Aleppo, May 18,1896. 

I IIAVE tho honour to confirm my telegram of the 12th instant, reporting the 
release of thirty-one Armenians of Aintah from the Aleppo prison, and to inform youi' 
Fixcellonoy that these were tho so-called political prisoners as distinguished from thirty- 
four, who remain in prison here, ehargcil with criminal offences. 

Two of those released, I’astor Kara Krikor and Dr. Kiirkjie, have hecn the 
subject of iiiioflicial representations made by this Consulate to tho Oovernor- 
Gencml, and Dr. Kiirkjic called upon me this morning to express his thanks for 
our assistance. 

lie informed mo that, whereas they had suffered much while in prison at Aintab, 
owing to the insanitary state of the building, they had been in every resjicet well 
treated while in prison here. No attempt had boon made by any of tho oflicials to 
extort money fi-om them under protoneo of obtaining their release, ns was currently 
reported to be the case. 

I have, &o. 

(Signed) JIBNIIY 1). BAHNIIAM. 


No. 1(1!). 

Mr, Herbert to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received June 15.) 


(No. 4W.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, Jane 6, 1896. 

M’lTll reference to my telegram No. 168 of the lOtli ultimo, I have tho honour 
to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a Muinorandum which I have received 
from Mr. Block, First Dragomiiii of llor Majesty’s Hrabassy, giving the reply 
niadc by the Forte to tho representations wliieli were made on the subject of tho 
dangerous stato of alTairs at Alexaiidrctia on account of the claims of time-expired 
soldiers. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) MICUAKL It. HERBERT. 


Inclosiiro in No. 169. 

Meaiorandum by Mr. Block. 

UEFORT.S having miclied certain Emliassies to the effect tliat if tho settlement of 
the claiins of Hie time-expired soldiers landed at Alexandretta will lie lunger delated, 
they will plunder the town, and this intelligence having been brought to the notice ol tho 
Minister for Foreign All'nirs, the Gmnd Vizier had plucod himself in eoniiniiiiication 
with the Vali of Alejiisi ami the Minister of Finniicc. From the iiiiswors received it 
would appear that, altliougli it was deeided that these soldiers should receive ten 
months ofiirreni's of siihiry in reaching their landing places, mid should bo jiaid when 
they rencli their hoiiies, still they claimed the settlement iu full of their arrears in 
landing at Alexandretta. lf|Km this, they received a larger sum of money tlinii that 
which it was agreed to pay tlieiii, and they proceeded on their journey. The necessary 
funds have also been provided to meet their furllier ohiiiiis. Thu hbove-meiitioiicd 
iiitclligeiico was theroforo due to an exaggerated rciKirt of tho facts. 

(Signed) ADAM BLOCK. 
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No. 170. 

Air. Herbert to the Marquess of Salisbury,—{Heceired June 15.) 

(No. 4.16.) 

Mj Lord, Constantinople, June 8,1890. 

I HAVE the honour to fonvaiil to your I.rf)r(lship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Her Afajeaty’s Consul at AIoppo, reporting upon tho 
concentration of troops and war-sliips hetween Latakia and l^as, and tho construction 
of military posts in that district. 

I have, Sto. 

(Sig-ied) MICILAEL H. HERBERT. 


Inolosuro in No. 170. 

Consul Banham to Sir P. Currie, 

Sir, Aleppo, May 86, 1890. 

IVITU rcfcrenco to Acting Consul Catoni’e telegram of tho 7th February 
last, reporting that an extraordinary meeting of Government officials had been in 
Aleppo, for the purpose of discussing a plan of fortifications to ho erected at certain 
points on the Syrian coast, 1 have the honour to inform your Excellency that military 
posts (Noktas) are being constructed at Latakia, Suedia, Kara-duran, Scandoroon and 
i’yas, and that a force of from ten to twelve thousand of tho reserves aud some 
regulars, lately emjdoycd at Zoitouii, is now encamped at various points within the 
area indicated. 1111011 completed, these stations will bo occupied by detachments of 
cavalry, and in tho meantime the (iovorument has given orders for tho purchase of 
horses to mount the timips. These military posts are being constructed under the 
suiiervisiou of a Commissiou from Constantinoplo composed of officers from the 
Scraskeriat, Orduanco Hepartmeiit aud ALiiiistry of Aloriiic, assisted by stalf officers 
from Alcp|io and Adana. In addition to these preparations on laud, a flotilla has been 
formed and is now cruising along tbo coast. It consists of tho vessels “ Isnmil," 
" Ziveri Hcrya,” and “Caplaii, ’ and the torpedo-boats “Tayar,” “Tair,” and 
" Nassii'.” 

Preparations on so extciisivo a scale, if luudo in any other country in tho world, 
would suggest some great national danger, but in tins case, I think, they arc duo 
solely to an ill-founded fear in tho mind of liis Alajesty the Sultan that certain foreign 
I’owcrs eontcmplnto an occupation of tlio coast. 

Ostensibly they are made for tho purpose of preventing tho landing of Armenian 
rovolutiouary agents and fire-arms, but, in Europe, an ordinary coast-guard service 
would be (iiiito sufficient to meet this emergency. One cannot, therefore, but con¬ 
jecture that tho Govoriiinent really .attaches weight to tho absurd rumours which have 
circulated in the vilayet, from time to time, of the appearance of suspicious looking 
vessels on the coast, said to contain hundreds of armed men. Such rumours have 
been telegraphed by tho Vali to the Palace in all seriousne.s8. 

It is greatly to bo desired that this accumulation of troops should cease as soon 
as possible, tor there is a very dangerous .spirit among tho men. 

ilr. Catoni had occasion to telegraph to your Excellency to report that tbora were 
5,000 men in tho neighbourhood of Alexandrefta who were on tho point of revolting, 
because they wore not paid. Several of tho men found their Commanding Officer in a 
public eafd, aud declared to him that, if they were not paid within two or three days, 
they would pay themselves at tho expense of the “ Giaiours,” a term, I would add, 
which luis become the onliiiary designation of Christians in this vilayet. The regular 
troops from tho Aidin Vilayet informed their officers that, unless they were jraid, they 
would at once disband and go home. Nor was tho danger confined to threats, but 
much loss was incurred by tho residents of Alexandrctta whoso gardens wore 
l>lundercd. 

Therefore I am glad that Mr. Catoni promptly telegraphed to your Excellency 
asking for tbo presence of a ship of war; and Her Majesty's ship “ llowc" h.aviug 
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arrived at Alexandrctta, I hope that she will remain there so long as tho troops 
remain under arms. 

I have, &o. 

(Signed) HENRY D. BARNHAM. 

P.S.—I learn that part of the troops in question have received their pay. 

H. D. B. 


No. 171. 

Mr, Herbert to the Marquess of Salisbury,—(Received June 16.) 


(No. 449.) 

ily Lord, Constantinople, June 9,1896. 

IVITH reference to Sir Philip Currie’s despatch No. 367 of tho 7th ultimo, 
I have tho honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch whioli 
I have received from Her Majesty’s Consul at Erzoroum, giving answers to tho paper 
of questions on tho execution of reforms, copy of which was sent to your Lordship in 
Sir P. Currie’s above-mentioned despatch. 

I have, &o. 

(Signed) MICHAEL H. HERBERT. 


Inclosuro 1 in No. 171. 
Consul Graves to Mr, Herbert. 


Sir, Erzeroum, May 29,1896. 

I HAVE tho honour to transmit herewith answers to tho paper of questions 
inclosed in Sir Philip Currie's circular of tho 8th May on tho execution of reforms, 
which you will perceive are chiefly of a negative character. 

I am informed by tho Vali that projects dealing with most of the points of reform 
have been submitted by Shakir Pasha to tho Porte, whoso sanction is still awaited for 
their execution. I may add that, even if this sanction is obtained, tho present 
deplorable state of tho provincial finances must prove an almost insuperable obstacle 
to the carrying out of such reforms as involve fresh or increased expenditure of 
public funds. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) R. W. GRAVES. 


Inclosuro 2 in No. 171. 

Memorandum. 

.Vrticlo 1.—Ibrahim EITondi, tho Sloavin of the Vali of Erzeroum, arrived hero on 
the 28th ultimo, and has taken uj) his duties. In view of his local and administrative 
inexperience these duties are for tho present confined to assisting tlio Vali in tho 
transaction of current business, and reading and transmitting documents which pass 
between the Vali and tho dilTerent Departments. 

The impression among Moslems and Christians alike is, that tho Moavin’s 
appointment is a concession made for tho sake of form onlv, but that he will exercise 
no real intiucncc on tho administration. His relations with tho Vali appear to bo 
cordial so far; I hear that tho Turkish officials express some jealousy of his position, 
but maintain for tho present an expectant atlitudo aud treat him courteously. 

-■—No such Moavins have yet Iroeu appointed, though I undei-staud that 
Shakir I’asha has recommended Mr. Coustantino Syugros, a Greek, now Agricultural 
Inspector at Eraeroum, for tho post of Moavin of tho Mutessarif of Erzingiau. 

Arts. 3 and 4.—No. There are no Cazas in Erzeroum Vilayet where tho Christian 
population is numerous enough to justify tho apjiointmcnt of Christian Kniiunkams. 

Art. 5,—No stops have been taken to put this Article into practical execution, 
except as regards police and gondaimoric. Sec answers to .Vrts. 20-23. 













ir,6 

5 ,_Sandinlc and Caaa Councils remain ns before. I have no information yet 

as to the result of Shakir Pasha’s inquiries. . ,. 

Arts. 7-10._Shakir Pasha’s scheme for the redistribution of nahi& has teen 

submitted to Constaiitiuople, hut no answer has yet been received on the ™'>]“t- 
'file Vali is opposed in principle to this reform, as complicated, expensive, and 

unpractical. , 

Art. 17.—The “ Consoils des Aiicicns remain as before. ^ ■ 

Art 1<) —The .liidicial Inspector for Erzeroiim and Uiarhekir remains at Uiarbckir 
and has not'yet visited Erzeroiim. It was a mistake to .appoint one Inspector for two 
nroviiices between which comiiiunieatioiis are so slow and so difllcult. _ _ 

Tliere are still untried iirisoiiers at Erzerouin, iiicludiug the ten remaining 
Narinan prisoner, who have been in gaol since tlie .autumn of 1891, and whose irregulm 
trial hv eourt-mnrlinl iii tlic siiriiig of 1893 was quashed. I understand that there 
arc also a inimhcr of untried prisoners in the sandjak and eaza prisons. 

Ko reforms have hccii iiilrodiiccd in the stall and general state of prisons, tlie 
condition of tlicprisoiiei-s eontiiiiics to he most miserable, and the mortality among 

**''’’A*rts!*20 aiid 21.—Shakir Pasha’s scheme for iiolice reorganization has been 
submitted to the Porte, and awaits ’I’reasury .sanction for tlio new ralarics. flircc 
Christian police oflicci-s and five Christian policemen have already taken up their 
duties at Erzcreiim, lint have as yet received no pay, and the 1 all assures me that 
others have hocii designated for service in the sandjaks and cazas, and will he 
emploved as soon as the 'freasury sanction is obtained. ^ ^ , 

Arts. 22 and 23.—The answer to llio preceding question applies to tins also. 
Seven Christians have been enrolled as mounted zapticlis, and five ns foot zaptielis in 
Erzereum, out of 178 at which the ligiiro of the Christian contingent was fixed in 
Shakir I’asha’s scheme. „ , , , < ■ . 

'file Vali informs me that some others have oifered themselves for service. Eut 
so Ion" as the gendarmerie remain unpaid or many months in arrear of jiayinent, it is 
idle to”cxpeet properlv qualified Christians to olfer tliomselves for service, since they 
would he niiahle to support themselves by preying on the population, as Jliissulman 
zapliehs are obliged to do in default of regular payment. As \ all m other provinces, 
Itaoiif I’asha has alwavs been notcil for his attention to this question, and for the 
eonseiineiit ellieiency ’and discipline of his gendarmerie. But in Erzeroiim the 
bankrupt eondition of the provincial 'freasury has so far prevented him from 

rcorganiziiig tlie force. i e i , e lo 

Art. 21.—’fho cxceiitioii of this Ariiolo must depend upon that of Arts. 7-10 
dealing with the iiahie system, of which it is only a detail. , 

Art 2.'> —The condition of prisons is generally admitted to he deplonahlc and 
mosl insanitary, epidemic diseases being rife. Untried prisoners are not fed, hut are 
supposed to he supported by their friends, who are frequently nnablo to feed them. 
Coiislaut complaiiils have reached me of their ill-treatment in pris-on, and of their 
sulferings from diseasi*, cold, damp, and overcrowding. No change has been made in 
these respects since the promulgation of reforms. , . , , , , , 

Art 20—Xo such Coiiiniillecs of I’relimiuaiy Inquiry have been formed, tlioiigli 
they exist in theory under the Kcgulation for the General Admiiiistralion of Vilayets, 

AVt.' 27 '.-^Xo progress has hcni made with regard to the control of the Kurds, 

nor has kmkir I’asha taken any practical measures to that end. „ , 

The Ucgu!ulioiis ix’spcctinjjj “ feiilUcs dc it>ule miuI “ port d iiniics, us fav as 
Kurds are eoneerned, appear to ho universally disregarded. , , , 

,\,.t oq_ii,i„iidieii Kiird.s eontiiiuc to carry arms (except in some of the largo 
towns) and to wear their uniforms and badges as before. They have not been 
sninnioned for service or training this year, any more than 111 former years. 

AVhatever the judicial and civil antlioritii's iiiay say on the siihjeet, llaniidioli 

Kurds habitually disregnwl civil authority and jnrisdicl ion. 

Art. 20.—No Commissions for rovi.sion of title dmls have been formed. 

jtft, 30 ._Gendarmes are still so employed, a parlieular class of zaptieh heiug 

told off for “Tahsildar" duties. ,n . -i 1 .• 

Shakir I’aslm’s sclieme for the creation of a corps of civilian '• falisildars was 
suhiiiitted last aiitumii to the I’orte. and still awaits its sanction. ,. , , . 

Art 31 —Xo steps have been taken to rctorm the tithe system. Shakir Eashas 
proposal to ttv a sidieine of Ids own in tlio Caza of Baiiiurt during tho current year 
as an cxpcriuiciit, has been submitted to tho I’orte, and still awaits its sanction. 
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Annex 1.—-Shakir Pasha has, I believe, received every assistance from tho Vali, 
Haouf lasba, in the little he has attcmptctl in tlie way of administrativo reform. 
I understand, however, that the Miishir, Zeki Pasha, commanding tho 4tli Army 
Corps, has exerted his influence to hamper liim in his endeavour to deal with some of 
the worst of the Kurd Chiefs, such as Ilusscin, Emin, and 'fimar Pashas, who are all 
Hamidieh officers and protogds of tho llushir. 

Shakir Pasha has not yot been joined by his Moavin. 

Annex 2.^omo prisoners, such as the ten remaining prisoners from Narman, at 
Erzeroum, and the Armoiidan prisoners at Erziiigiau, wlio, in my opinion, ought to 
bavo benonted by tno Amnesty, have been excepted from. iU operation, on the pretext 
that tliey arc common law ofTonders and not political prisoners, Tho numerous 
Armeiiian prisoners lately condeiiiucd at Erzingian for alleged partioiiiation in the 
disturbauccs of last autumn, should also have beou I'olcascd, like those arrested at tho 
same time in Jiraei-oum and Baibuvt; although, of course, accoi-diuL' to the letter of 
Annex 2 tho Amnesty only applies to casos prior to tho 23rd July, 1896. I blame the 
loCtU inuucriec of the Musliir, Zeki Pasha, for the oxcoptional severity with which the 
Krzmgian Arniciiiaiis have been treated, and bis removal from I'lrziuirian is dcsiiublc 
on all grounds. 

• heen no movement of return of Armenian emigrants into 

this district. On the contrary a large numlior have emigrated to Russia since the 
innss.aercs, and thousands iiioro would follow if they could. Of these, a few wlio failed 
to Imd work in Russia are now bcgimiiug to return. 


Xo. 172. 

Mr. Herbert to the .Marquess of Salisburi/.—{Received June 15.) 

(No. 450.) 

iwraur t . o , . Constantinople, June 9, 1896. 

A\ IIH rcfereiiee to my despatch No. 423 of the 28tli May. I have the honour to 
forwar.! to your Lonlsliip herewith copy of a dcspatcli wliicli I have received from 
Her Jlniestys yice-Consul at Uiarhekir. reporting on tho liad adiuiiiistratiou of the 
\ all, and eulogizing the energy of Zia Pasha. 

I have, <&o. 

(Signed) MICHAEL H. HERBERT. 


Inclosiire in Xo. 172. 

I'ice-Cousul llutlward to Mr. Herbert, 

to T I 1 -1 1 ... Uinrif/jiV, Mou 20, 1896. 

AS I hud the honour to inform you by telegram, there wore renewed and 
alaiining threats of massaero for Kurhaii Biiiram, nrigiimtiiig principallv witli Jemil 
lashaiiiKi lalaatLlfeiidi, the head of the muiiicipalitv, both of wliom were prominent 
msiigators of the massaere of Noyemher last. 'These threats were re,KxRe,l ^ only 
Ii tl U toiyii’ Init lliroiigUoiit tho di.striet of Uiarhekir; anil 1 am strongly disposed to 
nnt" ' ‘ >>“'■« haon iiiailo to jiiit them into oxeoiition, had it 

not hren for tlie energetic eoiiduet of Zia Pasha, the Military Coimnander, stimulated 
Thai onh!. orders wliioli, owing to your action, were scut from Constantinople, 
miif •' ‘ 1'“''““’ l»•“ticnlly doing police difty, 

eoiul, ( "r ‘JJ'y auspicious cliaraoters whom lie fmmd. His 

uouM iJr 'iT,f I’fo'soworlhv, and, had it not been for liis prcseiioe. there 
Ah L '"'y *'* ^^iorlmkir after the departure of 

Abdullah 1 aslia, us tliere is no oUier ollleial who c.an he depended on. 

had L ’r‘ '■''® 11*0 excitomeiit uinoiig tlio Moslems 

iinf 1 that there would ho no further talk of massacre but 

nfortiiuntcly this is lar from being the case, and the same individuals who wore 

2S 
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concerned in the last affair are apparently only waiting for an opportunity to begin 
again. 

I attribute this, in the first place, to the impunity they have enjoyed, and 
secondly, to the continuance of the Vali, Ennis Pasha, in his post, he being really 
consiilcrcd as the chief of the disturbers of the peace. Tho conduet of his 
Excellency in going to Parkin in company with Iln.'ii Itcshid Aga, notoriously one of 
the w'oi'st Kurds in the vilayet {vide my despatch No. 9 of the 13lh insfantj, and 
remaining there thoughout llairam is cci*tainly not calculated to inspire a lielief in his 
desire to maintain order. 

'I'herc seems to he also an idea among the Turks that tlie final upshot of tho 
present situation will not he favoui-ahlo to them as a ruling race, and consequently 
the disorderly element argues that another attack on tho Christians would put them 
in no worse position than they are already. The more intelligent are also exasperated 
at the ineptitude of the local administration. At tho preisent time when the most 
crying needs are the rehuildmg of the hazaai's and the burnt villages, the authorities 
have begun making a road to Sairt, tho osteusiblo object of the Vali’s visit to parkin 
being to start the work; tho unfortunate villagers, who ought to be employed in 
i-cbuilding their homes, are being forced to work gratis on the raad or pay the road-tax; 
many of them arc too feeble in health to work, and therefore have to pay the tax out 
of the charity they have received from abroad. 

In some places the Kurds arc trying to force the Christians to nuikc over their 
lands to them on condition of rebuilding their houses for them; this would reduce them 
to the condition of serfs; but I scarcely sec on what other terms thousands of the 
Christians will have any chance of maintaining themselves. Even where there is any 
harvest to reap, many of them have neither implements, nor cattle, nor place to 
store the harvest, and it seems impossible that they should be able to subsist another 
winter under present conditions. 

Those remarks apply more particularly to the districts of Palou, Lidga, tlaind, 
Siloiian, Bisherri, .and Uahremki. 'Ilio itudir of tho latter district, one Aziz ElYendi, a 
native of Eiarbekir, is said to bo particularly hostile to Christians; there are few left 
in hi.s district, most of them having had their villages burnt, and fled to other districts; 
those who remain dure not avow themselves Christians. 

A certain number of Christians have emigrated, chiefly from the town, and many 
more would do so if they had tho means. 

It is hoiiclcss to look for any ohaugo for the better as long as Ennis I’asha 
is Vali; he is looked upon as ati accomplice by tho promoters of disorder, owing to his 
conduct during the three days’ massacre and pillage in November, and the character of 
his administration during the two years ho has been here. If the appointment ns Vali of 
Zia Pnsba, tho Jfilitary Commander, and a former Jlilitary Attachd at St. Petensburgh, 
could bo obtained, it would give great satisfaction to tho population, and would bo a 
real gain for the cause of law and order. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. M. UALLWAIID. 


No. 178. 

Mr. Herbert to the Marquees of Salisbury.—{Received June 15.) 

(No. 451.) 

My Lord, Coiis(an/itiop/e, June 9, 1890. 

^ I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of despatch 
which 1 have received from Her Majesty’s Consul at Erzeroum, reporting that 
detachments of Hamidieh Cavalry have boon ordered to Constantinople for service at 
the Palace. 

I have, &o. 

(Signed) MICHAEL H. HERBERT. 


159 


Inclosure in No. 173. 


Consul Graves to Mr. Herbert. 

, Erzeroum, May 28.1896. 

I H.’VVE the honour to report that orders have been received from tho Musliir 
Commanding the 4th Army Corps for dotaohmonts of Hamidieh Cavalry to 
proceed to Constantinople for service at tho Palace. As far as I can learn, they are to 
consist of one squadron (148 tobes) each from four regiments belonging to Northern 
Kurdistan, and drawn from the Zirrecki, Hassananli, Haidarauli, and Karapapak 
tribes. 

The Kurd Chiefs who are KaXniakam of these regiments are respectively, Kouli 
Klian Bey, of Khinis, of tho Zirreki tribe; Fothi Iley, of Melnzgerd, Hassananli; 
Mehmcd Elfondi, of Alashgerd, Haidaranli; Tashdan Agha, of .lUashgcrd, Kara¬ 
papak. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) R. W. GRAVES. 


No. 174. 

Mr. Herbert to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received June 16.) 

(No. 453.) 

ily Loid, Constantinople, June 9, 1896. 

IVITH reference to my desptch No. 411 of the 5th instant, I have tho honour to 
fora ard to your Ixirdship herewith copy of a despatch which I have received from 
Her Majesty’s ATce-ConsuI at Kharput, reporting the action of tho V.ili with regard to 
the appropriation of relief funds for ta.xes. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) MICHAEL II. HERBERT. 


luclosure in No. 174. 

Aclintj Consul Fontana to Mr. Herbert. 

Sir, Kharput, May 23, 1896. 

IVITH reference to my despatch of tho 4th instant, inclosing a list of tho 
names of persons who, after receiving relief from the various Relief Commissions in 
this vilayet, had been oompclled, according to their own statements, to hand over tho 
whole or a part of the money thus received in payment of Virghin claimed; and to 
my telegram of the Gth mstant reporting that measures to put a final stop to suoh 
abuses were urgently necessary. I now have the honour to report that in the course 
of an interview with tho Vali, upon tho latter date, I handed him a translation of the 
list referred to, with the request that he would investigate and take tho necessary 
action in the matter. 

This tho Vali promised to do expressing, however, his doubts as to the possibility 
of the abuse having occurred so frequently; a few cases might, ho said, have 
happened in which the tax-collcctoi-s were unaware that the sums levied by them had 
been given for relief purposes; and added that ho would bo glad to see some of tho 
men whose immes figured in the list before him. 

I replied that a number of tho men in question had themselves specified to mo 
the sums paid from relief-money by them for Virghin, and that I would try to bring a 
few of them to the konak. 

I subsequently sent for some eight or ten of these Armenians and asked them to 
meet me upon a certain day at tho Government House, in order that they might state 
their grievances, in my presence, to the Vali. They promised to meet ino there but, 
with one exception, failed, I regret to say, to keep their appointment. The Vali 
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assured me, however, that he would do all that was required, and since then I have 
licurd of no {urthcr instances of the nature in point. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) llAPHAEL A. FONTANA. 


No. 175. 

ifr. Herbert to the Marquess of Salisburi/.—{Received June 15.) 

(No. 456.) 

My hord, Pera, June 10,1890. 

IVITll reference to Sir P. Currie’s telegram No. lOG of the 18th May and yonr 
Lordship’s reply No. 77 of the 20tli, I have the honour to state that Mr. Pitzmaurice 
left Smyrna for Hircdjik on the 30th ultimo to watch the proceedings of the. 
Commis-sion of Inquiry which had been sent there. 

J receivcid ycstci-day a tcle''ram from him, d.ated Aleppo, the 8th .Tunc, copy of 
which I have the honour to inclose, iri which lie reports tuat the Hircdjik authorities 
state tliat the Commission visited that place some time ago, but proceeded thence to 
Adiaman. They knew nothing as to its present whereabouts or the probable date of 
its return, nor bad the Vali rereived any instructions either as regards the Commission 
or himself. 

On receipt of this telegium I at once dispatched JIi'. Block, First Dragoman of 
the Embassy, to the Palace, wliere he saw the Sultan’s First Secretary, and communi¬ 
cated to him the substance of Mr. Fitzmaurico’s telegram, laying stress on the fact 
that Hie Commission had no business to leave Bircdjik, seeing that the Sultan had 
informed Her Majesty’s Embas.sy that it would remain there until coufidcnco had 
been restored suflicien’lly to enable the converts to declare openly their rc.al religious 
sentiments, and to ]ierform religious worship in perfect scematy. 

’i'nhsiu Bey replied that the Vali of Alcpix) liad telegraphed that the Commission 
bad, it was true, left Biredjik and gone to Hash ilansoiu' (Adiaman), Imt that it had 
evidently done so owing to a misundcretanding of the instructions sent, which were 
to remain at Biredjik. 

Further oivlers bad in consequence been sent by telegraph to the Vali to direct 
tlie Commission to return at once to Biredjik and remain there. 

I telegraphed the substance of Tahsin Bey’s communication to Mr. I'itzmauricc, 
and instructed him to iiroeced with the Commission to Biredjik. 

in rcjily to Jfr. Block’s inquiries as to whether the Comniission had sent any 
Ileporl of its impressions at Biredjik during its short stay there, 'Tahsin Bey stated 
tlial it iind merely reported generally that the converts npixiared unwilling to revert to 
Cliristianity. 

Mr. Block saw the Grand Vizier in the .afternoon, and related to him what had 
jKissed at the Palace. 

He also asked him to instruct the Vali to give Mr. Pitzmaurice every facility to 
enable him to jitocecd to Biredjik with safety, and his Highness at once telegraphed 
accordingly. Jlr. Fitzmauriee has since telegraphed that the Commission returned 
yesterday to Biredjik. 

1 have, &c. 

^Signed) MICHAEL If. HERBERT. 


Inclosure in No. 175. 
Vice-Consul Fitzmauriee to Mr. Herbert. 


(’I’clegrapbie.) P. Aleppo, June 8,1896. 

ARRIVED here yesterday. 

Biredjikan authorities state that the Commission visited the place some time ago, 
and thence proceeded to Adiaman. They know nothing of its present whereabouts or 
when it will return there. 

Vali declares ho has no instructions regarding Commission or myself. 

Awaiting instructions. 
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No. 170. 

Mr. Herbert to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received June 15.) 


(No. 459.) 

, .. Constantinople, June 10,1896. 

f HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatcli 
which I have received from Her M.ajcsty’s Consul at Aleppo, forwarding a Report 
dran-n up by the Rev. IV. Christie on his visit to Bireiik for the purpose of 
distributing relief. The inclosed has been communicated to 'Mr. WbittaH, President 
of the Relief Committee here. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) MICHAEL H. HERBERT. 


Inolosuro 1 in No. 170. 
Consul Burnham to Mr. Herbert. 


TTr 4 -in.Ai 1 E. , Aleppo, May 20pim. 

1 Ji A\ tho honour to forward in original a leltcr from the Rev. William Christie of 
Aleppo, dcscnbmg a visit by him to Bircjik, for the purpose of distributing clothing 
and neccs^rics to tho victims of the massacre, and the failure of his mission owing to 
the hostility of the ilahoinmedau population. This gentleman recently wont^ on 
similar duty to Kiilis, where ho succeeded in relieving tho wants of hundreds of 
destitute people. On Imth occasions tho Consulate has taken all passible means of 
seeuring his safety, by procuring for him a letter of recommendation from the Vali to 
the Ivaimakani and a proper escort; but Mr. Christie’s Report shows that at Bircjik 
the Mos oms arc exccntioiially fanatical, ho was fired upon in the streets, and I am 
surpnsed and thankful that he returned alive. Tho Arincniaus of Rirejik are in a 
truly pitiable condition, but no second attempt must be made to relievo them on the 
bjwt, and their only prospect of relief and safety is to cscaiw to Aleppo in small parties 
as opportunity oflers. . * 

ilr. Christie 8 letter having reached me just before the departure of tlie post, 
there has been no time to prepare a copy, but one will l)c forwarded to your 
J^xcellcncy by next mail. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) nENRY i). RARNUAM. 


Inolosuro 2 in No. 170. 

Ilev, ir. Chrifitie to Consul Jhirnham, 


Ai.PcniMvr. . • , . Aleppo, May 20, im. 

I I. received from you I superintended the packing of 

articles ol elotlimg and forty-eight cooking uteiisiJs on Tuesday the 12th iiistaut. 
Iieso articles were sent on to Berejik, to bo distributed by mo among those who bad 
sullered during llio nia^crc tlicre on the 1st. .January. 1 started tlie following dnv 
aecoiiipiinicd by ii native Christian attendant from Aleppo and two zaptiehs. We 
reaelied our destination on Tbureday evening, and I immediately sent the Vali’s letter 
to tlie IviiiiiiaUam, asking in return when it would bo convenient tor him that I should 
roll Ho answered tliat ho would meet me in the Serai at 7 a.m. next morning 
tlMiilay, loth), at which time I waited upon him, and was received with all due 
eeremony. Everything passed off smoothly, except that one of those present rcmnrkcil 
smi- ''-as shown the Vali’s letter, and then 

sulkily added that be had had no nows of thi.s matter. 1 was offered uu empty house 
rent free for my few days’ sojourn, expressed my gratitude, and, after examining 
^1 *™’ ’’"J*;?* to reside in it, tliongli I saw it was given to keep mo more direotlv 
S11..», J ‘i ‘ j''' accepted merely to prevent giving oll'ence, but 

i.,,cst(.d that I should prefer to distrihiito tho articles in tlie I’rotostaut ehiiroh, i.e 

II the (iimrter oraunicd by tho intondeil recipients, and to this a wilUng assent wts 

^ “ “ontioned that during my visit to the Kaimakam, our room 

L7UiJ 2 'p 
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lit lli« Klinn Im-l lioon forcilily ontored, tliousli >m(lcr guard of one of the zaptiolis. 
Tho rest of the dav was spent in preparing a list and comparing it with that of 
the inorc needy easei handed to mo at the Consulate. A few Annen.ans called on 
‘^rimiTprelxts. and were allowed to come and go. In the evening an Amcn.au 
whose wife coohed for us ramc to visit me, and stayed aliout an hour. As he nas 
Icavito', he was seized and detained by the zaptieh Kass.ak Chavuish, the one mentioned 
above as having failed in his duty at the Khan, llcaring aoe.isations of Christianity 
and “fesad" (sedition), I called the zaptieh, and asked for an explanation. lie gave 
onlv rude responses, and had to be dismissed to his room, where he kept the Armenm^ 
till'! A..VI. .Next morning (Saturday IGtli) he cxpresseil a desire that 
about the matter, but on visiting the Kainiakam 1 lodged “ “'"I’’®"’* 'V™'. 

suinmoned the zaptieh, who pa.sscd with a smiling face under the window w here I and 

a short time tlierraftcr I was given to nnderstand that he had been sent directly back to 
Vlciipo I complained bceaiisc I saw that it this incident were passed over unnoticed 
no Armenian would dare to approach us. .Tiidgiiig from the man s good behaviour on 
the'journey thither, 1 cannot but believe that he was influcnocd by some one in 

"“"’^I'liis forenoon, also, I learned that the .Moslems were threatening the Armeniaiis 
with death in the event of their accepting any of the aiiiclcs brought. K 'las said 
that this would be the sign: whoever accepted would be lookcil “P”” “ ® 
and treated aceonlingly, while .all who refused won d bo regarded as 
further learned that Shakir Hftendi (formerly an inbab 

Ihidnriau) sent yesterday to every Armenian house, and warned ® 

win,ever .aeeepti anything, even in seeivt, should be slaughtered, and that be was bo 
means of netting a “ miisbata " prepared, and forcing Armenians to sign it, decl.arino 

that thev did not wish to take any of the .articles sent. 

Tlie’se facts were related by many -Armenians at dilTbrmt times, and witli the 
invariable explanation that. Shakir Etfcnili was acting for tlic Kaimakam. 

ITn to tins time the liaptist preacher had called thrice, and staycal for a short time 
on eacli occasion. Me was then cross-,lucstioned regarding 

■I'hc Armenians simt some Cliristian strangers who liappencd to he in the town o 
inform mo of the state of matters. They, and all the other Armenians who had the 
oiiportniiilv to speak to me alone, infomed me that the people wished 1" '><-’«a«^ 

thm were in the greatest need, hut they ibmal not, and soino even tliought ‘t would he 
bettor not to make any offer. I iincstioncd and receivesl the abovii rep y fF®'" 
llftv dilTerent individuals. I informed the Kainiakam of their fear, hut In. discredited 
it savin''. tlu’V were proud, and had twice already refused aid. . ,, , 

in the afternoon, accompanied hy my attendant and a local zaptieh, 1 walkcc up 
llipough the streets. As wo passed along luitcliors and others gripped their Knnc. 
ririnh^and looked savagely at iny liuropcan hat. As wo passiid up P'” "f “p'" ’.‘1 " 
Moslem hovs (not of Armenian origin), aged from about tw-elve to si.\tcen, folbwi^d us, 
and made remarks evidently intended as insulting hi us. I iimelly ‘'''ow tl>® 
of the zaptieh to tlic fact, init he made light of it. He took mo t() the Aimouu i 
chureh. now ainosiiue, and after leaving it, suggested that we return i> aimnioi iwad. 
which we aeoordinglv did. AVhen about 50 yards’ distance frein ti c berai, I_liad 
in some way fallen two or three yards behind my 

Turkish time) a pistol shot was fired hy the hoys mentioned above from a distance ol 
alioiit 15 vards. They stood firm together till I ajipealccl to the zajitieh, when he mado 
a show ,if running after them, hut retunied immediate y. saying, 1 y'® 

The aifair was reported to the Kainiakam, who remarked, Ihc woA of > 

Imt iiromised to sm into the cause; however, by the time we had left nothing had 

'’““'n’e goods having arrived, and the list being ready, 1 rent to inform the Kainiakam. 
and to ask that 1 might see bis list, which lie bad repeated y prom,s« , but »®vcr gnen. 
Uo appointed 7 A.M. (Sunday 17Hi) for tlie work, and said it sbonld he iirodueed then 
We went at the time fixed. The Kaimakam, instead of one agent, appointed .,eail\ a 
dozen to accompany me. 1 raised no objection, resolved that if it w-ere hy ®''y 
nossible the suilercra should be aided. I observed tho Kaiimikam s list of forty-eight 
liousc* (now for tho first time praduced) contained the names of many in my f-wn !>*>» 
of the greatest and next degrees of need, and ® ^ a 

list." I was asked it I would give anything to the <,ld Moslems (eski JIuslim n) and 
niiswercd thnt luy iuetructiuns were lo distributo to the join Mushmui, t.e., t 
who were Christians last year. • i. .i.„ 

A miniber of Memliers of “ Commission proceeded straight to the (Aiiiirnnu) 
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Protestant oliurcli, through tho Armenian quarter. I went by the second road, after 
directing the lialcs to ho brought on. AVhon I reaelied the Armenian quarter, 
walking some distance in front of llio z-ajitieli, crowds of men, women, and children 
appeared at the doors, and on the walls and house-tops, weeping, wringing their hands, 
crossin'' tlienisolves, and beseeching mo to do something to save them; tlion as the 
guard camo forward, tlicy slirank hack in terror. 

In front of the Armenian church a crier shouted in Turkish tliat all tho “New 
lloslems ” were to come and receive, but f could see from tlic Protestant church 
windows tliat ho was at tlic same time mocking the women, grinning and laughing 
in tlicir faces. I waited on, but no Armenian appeared. Then the Biiihaslii 
came and asserted that thw did not fear in such a way as to show that ho wished to 
pick a quarrel with mo. He tlicii tried to got my sanction to “ bring them hy llio 
sword, give them hy the sword, and then protect them hy tlic sword." 1 said nolliing 
should he done hy the sword for me. 

The explanation was then offered that the " Kew Moslems" were iiioud, and were 
not willing to accept anytliing unless the dislribiition he made to old and new alike. 

I told the Commission that evidently no one would come. They repeatedly dcclai-ed 
that there was no fear, and no ground for it, and that tho above explanation was tlio 
true one. I saw there was no use disputing with them, and retired. 

The Kaimakam asked me to unite with him in tclcgrapliing for pennission lo 
distribute " generally,” but I declined. Convinced of the impossibility of giving oillier 
now or in the immediate future, I ordered Ibo bales back to Aleppo, and, seeing that 
onr jii'csencc was likely to cause difiloulties lo the jVnncniaiis, we resolved to leave that 
evening. A number'of had-looking characters (evidently outsiders), some of them 
armed with old brass-monnted pistols, kept lounging about our door and eourts till we 
wont, hut gave us no direct annoyance. 

AVith the exception of one or two Armenian families connected witli tlie Govern¬ 
ment, the Christians of Hirejik liavc given only a passive suhmissioii to Islam, and 
that ill many cases not so niucli to save tlicir own lives as in the hope of saving the 
honour of tlieir wives and daughters, whom they desire to send elsewhere and then go 
themselves. Armenians are lieing forced to yield up their danghters and even young 
girls ill marriage and hetrotiial to Moslems. Moslems take Arinciiian women also 
“ for a few days and then lc.ave thoiii.” Tho people arc in a state of the most alijeot 
misery, fearful poverty, and extremo need, and are tyrannized over in tho most cruel 
inaiiner hv the members of the local Government and by their Jloslem neighbours. 
There is constant fear of another m.assacrc, wliicli is almost certain to occur unless 
wise measures bo instantly adopted. The one desire of the peojile is to leave the place 
hut .any attempt to help them to do so would, it known, be certain to lead to fresh 
calaoilty. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) AVM. W. ClllHSTTE. 


Xo. 177. 

The Marquess of Salisbury to Mr. Herbert. 

(No. 103.) 

air, Foreiyn Office. Julie 10, 1890. 

’ I HAVE I'ccoived your desi>ateh No. •124ii of the SOtli ultimo, stating that tho 
foroign lloprcscntatives at Constantinople bad decided to confine theinselvo* for the 
pi*e8cnt» as ivgards tho Zoitoun arrangement, to endeavouring to obtain the appoint¬ 
ment of a Christian Kaimakam, and reporting the representation wliieli you accordingly 
matle lo the Turkish Minister for Porcign Aitaii's. 

1 have to express my approval of the language held by you to Tewfik Pasha on 
this occasion. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBUKY. 








The Marquess of Salisbury to Mr. Herbert. 

(No. 1C4.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, June 16,1^96, 

I HAVE received your des^iatch No. 433 of the 3rd instant, forwarding copy of a 
dcspatcii from Her Majesty's Vice-Consul at ICliarput relative to the^ protection of 
American and Eussian subjects in tliat place, and reporting the instructions which you 
have sent him in reply. 

In the, circumstances described by you I approve of Sir. Fontana’s taking tem¬ 
porary clmrgo of American interests at Kharput, and I conom| in your view that at 
present there is no need for him to assume a similar responsibility with logard to 
Uussian interests. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) SAXISBUllY. 


Mr. Herbert to the Marquess of Salisbury.—[Jieceiced Jane 17.) 

(No. 212.) 

(Tolograpldc.) 1’. Constantinople, June 17,1896, 11.30 P.il. 

1 HAVE received the following telegram from Vice-Consul AVilliams at Van:— 
“Disturbances commenced hero yesterday. Numerous jVrmonians and some 
soldiers killed or wounded. House of chaplain pillaged and burnt. Proper pre¬ 
cautions taken for tlio protection of Euroi)cans, who are safe. I hope that all is now 
over, although there is still fear of Kurds. 

“ Inform M. Camboii.” 

1 am making rcproscntations to the Porte respecting the above. 


(No. 160.) 
Sir, 


The Marquess of Salisbury to Mr. Herbert, 


Sir, Foreiyn Office, June 17, 1896. 

I HAVE received yoiur despatch No. 400 of the 10th inshmt, reporting the 
representations made by you to tho Sultan’s First Secretary and tho (iraud A’kicr on 
receiving information from Mr. Fitzmauricc that the Commission of Inquiry had loft 
Birejik.'and that no instructions with regard to its proceedings had reached the Vali. 

I approve your action in the matter. Tho utmost vigilance should be oxoroised 
to priu'cnt, as far as possible, any departure from tho pledges given by tho Sultan in 
rc-gai-d to the foroed conversions of Armenian Christians to Slahomme^anism. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


Mr. Herbert to the Marquess of Salisbury.—[Ileceiced June 10.) 


(No. 401.) 
My Lonl, 


Therapia, June lo, 1806. 


AVITll reforcnco to my telegram No. 201 of tho 10th instant, a further joint 
n.'prc,sontntion in regard to the appointment of a Christian Ka'imakam at Zoitoun was 
made on tho 10th instant to tho Minister for Foreign Aifairs by the Dragomans of tho 
six Embassies. 

They slated that tho Porto had broken its solemn promise, that tlio Ambassadors 
would not Ih! a i>arty to this breach of faith, and as their dignity and responsibility 
towards tho Zoitounlis were at stake, they insisted on tho nomination of a Christian 
Kulmakam. 

In reply, Tewfik Pasha rci)eated his former arguments, and said that ho was unable 


No. 180*. 

The Marquess of Salisbury lo Mr. Herbert. 

(No. 101.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Ojffiee, June 18, 1806, 6'40 r.ji. 

IIEI’ORT at once liy telegraph for what eruno the seven Armenians recently 
hung in Constantinople wci'e executed; also whether they had a fair trial and their 
guilt was proved, and, if not, whetluT you have thought it necessary to make represen¬ 
tations to the Porte. 

.V (|ue.stion will be asked in the House of Commons to-morrow on this subject. 
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to promise that a Christian should ho named at Zeitoun until the other Cliristian 
Kaimakams were appointed. 

This is the fourth collective representation made by the Embassies in regard to 
tliis question, the solution of wliioh appears to be more remote than ever. Indeed, 
there is no hope of our legitimate demands ever being granted unless other steps are 
resorted to. rior is there any sign of any intention on the part of the Turkish 
Government to appoint Cliristian Kaimakams in the Armenian provinces in accordance 
with the reforms promulgated on the 15th October, 1895, exactly eight months ago 
to-day. Towfik Pasha’s argument above stated can therefore only bo regarded as an 
empty subterfuge. 

The Prcnch Ambassador informed mo yesterday that Colonel Vialar, the Prcuch 
Military Attachd, who has just returned from Zeitoun, reports that the situation there 
is very serious, that the Zeitounlis are becoming desperate, owing to the manner in 
which the Turkish authorities have violated their engagements towards them, and that 
unless a Christian Ka'lmakam is shortly appointed, there will, in all probability, be 
another rising. Colonel Vialar also states that the Turkish contention that such an 
appointment might lead to another massacre is not borne out by facts. On the 
contrary, the Zeitounlis, in his opinion, are well able to cope with the 2,000 Turkish 
troops remaining at Zeitoun, which consist chiefly of raw recruits who can scarcely 
handle their arms, all the best men having been withdrawn tor soiwico in Crete. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) :MICnAEL II. UEllliEllT. 


No. 182. 

Mr. Herbert to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received June 19.) 

(No. 215.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, June 19,1896, 11T5 a.m. 

WITH reference to your Lordship’s telegram No. 101 of the 18th June:— 

The two Ai'mcnians who were hanged in public ou the morning of the 
inth instant, bad been tried in the Criminal Court, and found guilty of the murder of 
a police ofllccr in the execution of his duty. 

I have not made representations as there seems to have been no doubt as to their 
guilt. 


No. 183. 

Mr. Herbert to the Marquess of Salii^bury.—(Received June 19.) 

(No. 217.) 

(Tclcgraj)hic.) P. Constantinople, June 19, 1890, 10‘40 r.ii. 

VIOE-CONSUli AVILLTAMS reports to-day from Van by telegraph, that the 
city is (piict, but still in a state of panic, lie proposes the following scheme for the 
settlement of affairs, and hoi)es that the Embassy will support him, as he is the only 
European Consul there;— 

“ Tliat the Sultan should allow ten of the cluef revolutionists to surrender and be 
escorted by him, under a suflicicut escort, to Hussia, their safety being guaranteed by 
the PowQm. 

“That the two houses which have held out, will surrender all their arms, but in 
other eases the Armenians should bo allowed to retain their weapons, and that Ilis 
Majesty should by Irade pardon all the Armenians concerned iu this affair.” 

klajor AVilliams has seen some of the Chiefs of the revolutionists, and has reason to 
believe that they will accept these terms in order to save their lives and those of their 
compatriots who would bo killed in the necessary attompjt to capture the two houses. 
Ho states that it would do much to calm the state of affairs, if money were sent to 
pay the troops, and if the regular infantry were commended for their behaviour, with 
spoeial mention of two officers named Ifallim Ell'endi Bimboshi and Emin ElVendi 
Bimbasbi Cherkess, and adds that it would bo of the utmost service if a bigli 
decoration or promotion were bestowed on the Vali. 
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No. 184. 

Mr. Herbert to the Mttrqaess of Salisbury.—(Received June 19.) 

ItcIo^oWc.) P. Constantinople, June 19,1896, noon. 

IVITII reference to ray telegram No. 217 of tlie 19th instant, repeating 
Major IVilliams’ telegram of yestcrclay. ... , , „ i t- 

I was informed yesterday t)y the Grand Vizier, m reply to my representations, 
that orders had been sent to prevent a renewal of disorders in the town of Van 
and the outlying districts, and that every possible precaution was being tnhen. 
Major Williams’ suggestions are extremely dangerous under present oiroumstanccs 
and I foresee endless Ajections to them. I .aecowlingly do not propose to make py 
representations on the lines bo proposes unless the Porto requesto his intervention, 
which is most improbable. There would certainly lie no inclination on the part of 
my colleagues to guarantee the safety of the revolutionists, whoso presence m 

Russia would bo extremely unwelcome. _ r i i i _ 

I have told Major Williams, pending iiistrnctions from your Lortlsbip, to cxeiciso 
great care, and in no way to commit himself. 


No. 186. 

.Mr. Herbert to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received June 19.) 

iTolecnnliic.l P. Constantinople, June W,lS9G,\-2 m v.u 

A 'i'liLKGRAM has been received from the Preiich Consul at Damascus, daf«l 
last night, reporting a fresh rising in the Ilauran, and the aniiiliilation of tour 
companies of Tiirkisli soldiers by the Druses. 


No. 186. 

Mr. Herbert to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received June 19.) 

(Tclcgrapliic.) P. Constantinople, Jane 19,1896, 10 r.M. 

WITH rofcrcnco to my telegram No. 219. i 

Her Jtajesty's Consul at Damascus has telegraphed that the Druses lime "s™ 
the naiiran, and that the alfair is aiiparently of a verv serious nature. 9"®'.’“’'‘.“'S 
and a-lialf of regulars have been cut olf by them, and one battalion is buiio bcsiCotKl 
ill Siicdab, where thev have hurnt the Government buildings. 

It is said that ’Mahommedans and Arabs are making common oausc witli the 

^’^"’’pour .Teivek battalions have been ordered from Smyrna, and six battalions from 
Salonica. 


No. 187. 

Mr. Herbert to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received June 19.) 

(Telo^ranhio 1 P Constantinople, June 19, 1896, midnight. 

THE mixliation of a Preiicli Delegate and the British Consul at Van has been 

.askcd^forjiy llto^^taii^^^ of to day, is thus modiacil, and I have .sent the following 
telegram to Major Williams without waiting for your Lordship s instructious, in mow 
of tile uigeney of the matter:— , i 

■■ In reply to your telegram of the 18th instant; it would not be prnctital to 
escort the chik revolutionists to Russia, where they would bo uuweloouie. 
the Powers guarantee their safety. But you should try tp >uako some other aira ^ 
ment for dealing with the leaders of the revolutionists. Ihe 1'J ,L 
received a promise from the Sultan that His Majesty will guarantee the lives and llio 
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safety of all the other Armenians in the town of Van, and the Dominican Father has 
been designated by M. Cambon, as the Frencii Delegate, to act with you in effecting 
some settlement of the question. 

" You are requested by his Exoelleuoy to give the following message to him: 

“ ■ I have appointed you my Delegate at the request bf the Sultan to arrange, in 
concert with the British Consul, a settlement hetween the local authorities and tlio 
insurgents.’ 

"No arrangement should bo concluded without iustruotions from us." 


No. 188. 

Mr. Gosselin to the .Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received June 19.) 

(No. 23.) 

(Tele^phicO P- Berlin, June 19,1890,1-35 r.u. 

GERMAN Government have sent histructions to their Representative at 
(.onstantinoplo to act in unison with his colleagues when they are unanimous with 
regard to action to ho taken in Crete or at Zeitoun. 

News of appointment of a Christian Kaimakam at Zeitoun has not reached Foreign 
.Secretary here. 


No. 189. 

Anthopoulos Pasha to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received June 20.) 

L’AMB.V,3SADEUR do Turquio prdsento scs compliments h sa Scigneurio lo 
Marquis do Salisbury,- et s’empresse do lui fairo parvonir ci-joint oopio d’une communi¬ 
cation tcldgranhique qu’il viont do recevoir de la Sublime Porte au sujet des troubles 
qui viennent d'avoir lieu h Van. 

-Imbassade de Turquie, Londres, le 19 Juin, 1896. 


Inelosurc in No. 189. 

Telegrams received from the Sublime Porte. 

•nTioAXTm 1 A ,, . . Constantinople, le \1 Juiu, leae. 

DURArsl les troubles qui ont ou lieu dans ccrfaiiios provinces Asiatiques do 
1 Empire, le Vilayet de Van avait 616, oomino votro Excellence no I’iguoro point, 
ansolumeiit indomno do toute espdec do desordres. Or, d’aprds un tdldgramnio recu 
du 1 ilayot do Van portant la siguaturo du Gouvcrneur-Gdndral, et des Aides-de-camp 
jcneraux 8a.addin et Chemsi Pacha, les agitatcurs Armenions ont tontd lo 15 courant 
lie fomenter des ddsordres criminels dans cettn ville. 

-Vlin de masquer lo jcu do scs oompatriotes I’Evfiquo Armdiiicu a prdsentd, il y a 
cinq joura, aux autoritds Impdrialcs do cette ville, un takrir faisant pressentir uno 
ittaqiio prohablo des Kurdes hioii qu’il n’y cAt gu6rc de ceux-ci on ville et qu’un 
Intauion do trouiws Inipdriales soit toujoura do garde au bazar et dans les diffdronta 
quartiers do la ville. 

Avant-hier, i\ la suite de souppons positifs, uiio jeuiie fillc Ali-mdnienne qui portait 
-Mir elle (les cents sdditieux, avait iStd arretde et, accompagiuio do sa niAre, logCo daiM 
un local a[H5cial par lea soins de I'autoriW. 0ii pritro fut m6me ddtogmS iir6a d'clio 
pour lour tenir couipagnie. si 

priSlcxto do CO fait et voulant meltro ou oxiieution lour criminol proict 
pii (lare do longue mam, plusieurs agitatcurs surprirent la nuit uii pelotou de soldats on 
ourneo dans les jardius do la ville et ont blessiS griAvemont uu offloior et un soldnt. Do 
rcQiA'S t ArimSnioiis qui so rondaiont on ville des jardins oh ila liabitaient 

reatorent ce jour-lh chez cux d’un oomimm accord et barrieadaiit lours maisons tin'rent 
‘*® ^®“ ‘’® fonfitres sur les Musuhnaus et soldats de I’armdo 
inipenalo fraversant les rues. 

attaque irniiialillablo .ayant porto au coinblo la suroxcitotioii dos csiirits, uno 
pafclr^uanto "“*"’’''® ''®* ®'' ‘'®* '’'®“'5* ‘*® 'l’“»tro no ddpism 
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liCs armes lomljeos dus mains <los agitatcurs sont ties fusils jierfcctiomuSs ii cinq 
coups, <le provenaucc dtrangcro, ct qui ont (St6 clnndcstinement inti-odiiitcs par la voie 

do la Perso. .. „ . , 

Ix!s mesures d'oi-drc Ics plus sdvt'res ont 61u pvises immiidiatcmont aun d cmpccuor 
lo ronouvellemcnt do cos desordres ot rapaisemont dcs esprits. 

U IS Juin, 1896. 

Lcs Armdnicas do Van conlimicnt leiu's agressions contra Ics Jlusulmans.^ 
llarricadcs dans lours maisons avee lours coreligionnairos venus do leur village ils 
ont tire hur Ic.s Jfusulmans ot tuc un nombre Irts considdrablo. 

Lcs autorites Inipcrialcs ont pris toutes lcs mesures necessairos pour ompicUcr lcs 
liabitants dcs localitc.s avoisinantes dc pcnctrcr dans la ville. 


Mr. IlerUrl lo the ilurqueax of SaUsbari/.—(,lteceived June 20.) 

(Tclegrapiiic.) P. Conslantinopic, June 20,1898,12'50 p.m. 

ftEll llajcstv’s Vicc-Consid at Van has telogiuplicd as follows 
“The position of alfairs lias become most critical; the Kurds have surrounded the 
town, and an order from the Sultan and the Ambassadoi-s is awaited by us, assuring 
those Armenians who give themselves up to the Consuls pardon and security. A 
general amnesty should bo proclaimed. Every moment is important." 


jt/r. linhert lo Ihe .Marquess of SalMurij.—{Received .lunc 20.) 

(No. 221.) 

(Tclegrapiiic.) P. Comtaniinophf June 20,1890,12*60 I’.M. 

UEIl ^lajesty s Vice-C^ousul at iJiarbekir 1ms tolcgraplicd as follows 
** Arms and powder continue to lie distributed to the Kurds by cortaiu Turks iii 
the town, who continue lo talk of massacres. 

“ The Vali is instigating this, and if he gets the chance ho will certainly promote 
a fresh massacre. 

“ Cannot anything be done to get him removed ? ” 


The Mimjueifs of Sulhlurtj to Mr. Herbert. 

(Telegmi.hic.) 1’. Foreign Office, June 20, 1896. 

I HAVE received your Iclcgrann. Xos. 217 and 218 with regard to ilajor 
IVilliams’ proposals to prevent ivnowal of disturbances iu the town of Van. I am of 
opinion that they arc impracticable ns they stand, aud approve tho mstruetions which 
von have sent him. 


The Marquess of Salisbury io Mr. Herbert. 

(No. 100.) 

h'clcgraphic.) P. Foreign Office, June 20, 1800. 

I APPltOVEof tho telegram which you sent to Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at 
Van with reference to the arrangements for a settlement between the insurgents and 
the local authorities, ns aq orted iu your telegram No. 222 of to-day. 
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No. 191. 

Mr. Herbert lo the Marquess of Salisbury,—{Received June 21.) 

(No. 225.) 

(Tolcgraphio.) P. Constantinople, June 21,1896,12'30 a.m. 

THE Persian Consul, and tho lUissian Consul, who has returned to Van, will act 
with tho Prench Delegate aud Major 'Williams. 

I have sent the following telegram to Major Williams, after communication with 
Palace;— 

“ You should concert with tlio Kussiau and Persian Consuls, ns well ns with the 
French Delegate. 

“ The following armngement which His Jlajesty states is based on telegrams from 
local authorities, after communication with you, is proposed by tho Sultan;— 

“No. 1. That tho foreign revolutionists shall ho delivered over to their various 
Coniiulates, and bo sent out ot the Ottom.an dominions. 

“No. 2. 'That the remaining revolutionist leaders shall be delivered to the local 
authorities, and their number fixed by the Consuls. 

“ No. 3. That an amnesty shall bo gmntcd to the other Armenians, though legal 
action may afterwards be tiiheii against them personally. 

"No. ■!. 'That all anus and ammunition shall *be delivereil to tho Turkish 
axithoritics. 

“ To No. 11 agree; ns to No. 2,1 learn from the Palace that you arc proposing to 
deliver up to tho Turkish authorities some forty rebels. If this is"so, arc you ready to 
t.akc responsibility of distinguishing between the innocent and tho guilty V 

“ No. •!■. When arms and ammmiition arc given up, are you sure that the Turkish 
authorities can, and will, prevent tho Kurds or tho Turkish troops from making 
reprisals ? I am led by past experience to believe that tho Armenians will be made to 
pay later on for this outbreak by the Turkish authorities. 

“ You ciiunot, under these circumstances, be too careful in making any 
suggestions." 


No. 195. 

Mr. Herbert to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received June 21.) 

(No. 226.) 

('I’elcgraphic.) P. Constantinople, June 21, 1896, 1-IS A.M. 

Wl'rU reference to my telegram to your Lordship of to-day No. 225, I havu 
sont a further telegram to tho Vice-Consul at Van as follows:— 

“Tewfik Pasha has now proposed to my Russian and I'rcnch colleagues aud 
myself, that the local revolutionary leaders shall be tried by court-martial, when they 
have been given up by the Consuls. This proposal was declined, .and X suggested their 
banishment from thc;Ottomau dominions. Please use similar language in order to gain 
this point. Four battalions of infantry and some cavalry arc being sout to 'van. 
What ti'oops arc there now ? " 


No. 196. 

Mr, Herbert to the Marquess of Salisbury,—{Receiced June 21.) 

(No. 228.) 

(Tclegrapiiic) P. Constantinople, Jut\e 21, 1896, 8'15 v.M. 

MY telegram No. 221. 

Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Diarbekir has telegraphed as follows:— 

“ My telegram of 20th Juno. 

“This town and the district depend entirely (or scourity on Zia Pasha, who is in 
rather precarious health. Very fow of tho ofllcers or oflicials aro reliable, and tho Vali 
works against him. I have little doubt that there would be another general massacre 
if anything wore to happen to Zia Pasha. In order lo put an end to the present state 
ol (wnic, tho removal of tho Vali is absolutely necessary.’’ 

M. Cambon and I will, to-morrow, once more ask tho Sublime Porte for the 
removal of tho Vali. 
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No, 197. 

Sir iV. O’CoHor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—[Received June 22.) 

llv Lot(1 gi Peifisburijh, June 14, 1896. 

■ [ HAD some conversation at Moscow with the Turkish Extraordinary Aml)assador, 
itin I>a.s)ia, which it may ho wortli while to report hriolly. „ . . , . 

In reply to rav tentative ellorts to find out the trmn o£ reasoning tliat induced the 
Sultan .so seriouslv to mistrust the action of Her Majesty’s Government in regard to 
Armenia, and to' indulge in tlio dangerous policy of leaning towards Eussia, his 
FiXcelleiicy speaking very confidentially, said that no douht the Sultan s mind had IjTOn 
poisoned, and th.at fi force do rdm'dition ” ho had come to believe that the Armenian 
agitation was started and siipiKirtcd in England with a view to the cstahhshment of the 
autonomy, and probably the indopendcnco of that country. It was difficult to uproot 
:ui idea which had once entered Ilis Majesty’s head. But in addition to this he thought 
that the national amour-propre had lieon wounded, and that this had also contributed to 
the attitude taken up by the Sublime Porte. His Excellency went on to say, m the 
language familiar to those acquainted with the East, that if the Sultan had been 
approached in a diflorent manner, more might have been obtained, but at the same 
time he did not dispute how inelTectunl the policy of mere moral pi^suro had been for 
years past. Nevertheless, he maintained that the Sultan nas alive to the mutual 
interests of Great Britain and Turkey, and that llis Majesty would ere long arain show 
full coiifidonco in the advice of Her Majesty’s Government. He ventured to hope 
that bite events had not alienated the sympathy of the English people, but ho was 
awan- of the danger which I described, and it must be brought home to Ills Majesty, 
lie could, however, a.ssiirc mo that there was no truth in the reported secret Ticaty 
between Knssia and Turkey. The policy of Turkey, according to Zia Pasha, was to 
avoid alliances of all sorts, and in this connection ho told me mtlior a curious story. 
He said that after the Eranco-Gormau war he was Secretary in Vienna, and 
M. Andnissy proposed an alliance with Turkey by which Austria should get Bosnia 
and Ileraooovina, and Turkey recover the Caucasus, 'flio overtures were referred to 
Constaiiliuople, and the Turkish Ambassador was told to inouiro whether they wore 
■supported by the Chancellor of the Empire. Count Boust, who was spoken to on the 
subject, said he was aware of the overtures that had been made, and that ho entirely 
concurred in Count Aiidnissy’s proposals. Thereupon the question was again referred 
to Constantinople, and Aali Pasha who was, I think the Ambassador said. Minister for 
Foreign lUfairs or Grand Visier, replied that Turkey could not entertain the proposition 
of the Austrian Government, as her unique policy was to keep aloof from political 

The whole story was new to me, but I relate it for what it may be worth. I ouyht, 
liowcver, to state that Zia Pasha constantly repeated that he was speaking to mo veiy 
coniideutially, not as Turkish Ambassador, but in his individual capacity, and as an 
old acquaintance. 

I have, ttc. 

(Signed) X. 11. O’COKOU. 


Ko. 198. 

j\/r. Herbert to the Marques of Salisbury.—{Received June 22.) 


^ CoHNian/iito/i/e, June 15,1899. 

’ AVlTll reference to Sir V. Currie’s despatch No. 153 of tho 2(ith Vobruai*y, I have 
the honour to forward to your I.ordship herewith copy of a despatch which T havo 
reoeivi'd fi-om Her :^Taje8ty’s Consul at Damascus, reporting tlio intended exile of tho 
Druse prisoners of the llauran. 

I havo, Sic. 

(Signed) MICHAEL H. IIERBEIIT. 
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Inclosure in No. 198. 
Consul Eyres to Mr. Herbert. 


Sir, Damascus, May 29,1896. 

WITH reference to my despatch of the 8tli February last, I have tho 
honour to report, for your Excellency’s information, that tho Ottoman Goverumenfc 
has decided to exile Sheikh Shibli El Atrash and five other members of the Atrash 
family, together with the two principal Akkals of the Ilaman, five of the principal 
Sheikhs and two others, in all fifteen. Their destination is to be either Rhoaes 
or Tripoli of Barbary. 

It is expected that twouty-fivo persons from Mejdcl and other villages, who aro 
now in prison nill shortly ho released, as negotiations arc being carried on with a view 
to this end. 

I havo, &c, 

(Signed) IT. C. A. EYRES. 


No. 199. 


Mr. Herbert to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received June 22.) 


(No. fJ,66.) 

Aly hol'd, Constantinople, June 17, 1896. 

1 llfkVE the lionour to forward to your Lordshiji herewith copy of a despatch 
whieli I have recciveil from Her ^lajesty’s Vice-Consul at Mush on tho subject of 
the visit of Anton Eficndi Pekmesian, the Armenian Catholic Assistant Vali, 
to Mush, and the i*ecent appointment of uahics and tax-collectors. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) MICHAEL H. HERBERT. 


Inclosure in No. 199. 
Vice-Consul Hatnpson to Mr. Herbert. 


«ir, Mush, June 1,1890. 

IVITH reference to my despatch of tho IStli January I have tho honour to report 
that Anton Elfendi Pekmesian, the Armenian Catholic Assistant Vali for this vilayet, 
passed through Mush last week on his way to Bitlis. He appears to be a harmless 
person of at least 70 years of age, and is not likely to have any iuilucuuo either way. 
Owing to want of time—or of coumge—ho did not return my visit. 

While hero ho was always carefully guarded by some Turkisli ofilcial, and tho 
I'lt'uch-speaking clerk of the tcicgi'aph office ‘‘happened to be calling” at the time 
for wliich I had announced my visit. 

With regard to tho now nahies in tho Mush Plain, I-lcarii that tho nine now ones 
are placed under tlio two old Nahids of Avram and Avsakbar, tho Mudirs of both of 
which are ^lussulmaus. The latter alone will liavo Secretaries and police at their 
oiders, the othois only having two watchmen (“hokjis '*) ummiformed, in each village. 
In fact, tho now arrangement is no change, except that several villages are now 
groupcil under an intermediary official, who has the name of Mmlir, between tho real 
Mudir and tho Mukhtars. 

Several Uix-collectors (“ hihsildai's ”) have been named, but as their appeintmout 
has to be ratified from Constantinople, it is doubtful whether they will ho employed 
during the present y^. Their task will be a most difiicuU one, for, in tho present 
^lale of poverty, it will he almost impossible for them to collect money unless they 
resort to tho cruel methods adopted by tho 7.aptioli3, while, if thov do not produce tho 
taxes rapidly, they will bo dismissed. 

Christians have also been eurollod us ^lolico. Two of them will remain 
Sasim ^ ^ Melasgird, Boulanik, Viirto, and 





I have grave doubts ivhcthcr the appointment of tlicso Climtian officials wUl. in 
tho present®state ot Slussulman tooling, prove anything but an extra source of 

‘'““eer. Ihave.&e. 

(Signedl ClIAllLES S. IIAMPSOX. 


No. 200. 

.\fr. lUrbett lo Ihc Mttrqttess of Salisbury.—{Received June 22.) 

M Thorapia, June 17,1890. 

• AS Uur lordship is aware, Sir Philip Cume thought it advisable, in view ot 
Shakir Pi\sha’s tour ot inspcclion in tho Anatolian provinces, to arrange tliat he should 
ho met at the frontier of each vilayet by the British \ice-Consul, who shovdd remain 

'''*'\n consequence ortiiis avrangeineni, Jtajor Bulmnn, Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul 
at Sivas, met Shakir Pasha at 3 ii 7 ,iujiaii, and remained wi li him a lew days, Imt 
returned lo Sivas in the beliet that Shakir intended to go direct to Erzereimi. On 
learniii"’ that llie Itarshal bad cbaiiged his plans, and sot out on a tour of inspection 
for Cara-llissar, Itaior Bulmnn told the Yuli that he proposed to ]om lum, but was 
iiitornied bv his lixeelloncv that his departure would be falsely interpreted by the 
Arnieiiians,'aiid might prejudice public tranquillity iii those districts. 

In obedience tS an lnii>erial Inidd the above lacts were brought to the notice of 
Her Jlajestv's F.mbassv by the Jlinister tot Foreign AtTairs, who requested that 110301 

Bubuanmigdill)cinsl.ruotoiUorefraiufroinprococdiiigtoCam-nissar. 

Hr. Block lemiiidcd Tewlik Pasha, 111 reply, that Sir 1 liilip 
leaving, expressed the satisfaction of Her Majesty’s Govennnenl at Shakir I asha s 
intended tour of inspection, and had iafoniicd liim that, with a view of smiplj ing the 
Marshal with information respecting local icciuircments, Iter Mn 3 esly s 1 ice-Consuls 
had been instructed to nccomiiany him in their respective vilayets. U^is Excellency 
liad readily consented to this arrangement, and, as there was no Vico.Consul 111 the 
Vilayet of Ei-zeroum, Major Bulnian, of Sivas, had been directed to acesmmny the 
Marshal when in that vilayet. Mr. Block begged that the Sivas authorities should bo 
instructed not to hinder Major Bulman’s movements. 

I liavo, &c. 

(Signea) MICU.VEL U. UEUUEIVr. 


Ko. 201. 

Mr. Herbert to the Mttnjuess of SalUbur}^.-^{Rcccive(t June 22.) 

l!orll^ Constantinople^ June 17, 18‘^- 

02^ rccciiil of ll>e immerous clesptitcho.i from ilr. Graves ami ^lajor \\illiaius, 
conics of wliicli have been forwarded to your Lordship, reporting on the unsatisfactory 
and alarming stale of nlfairs prevailing in the province of Van, rcproseutalions have 
been riqicaledly made by my instructions, and previously by those of Sir lluup Curne, 
to the Minister for Foreign AtTaii's on the subject. . . * ii 

1 have now the honour to transmit to your Urdship cop^ of a report sent to tlie 
Sublime Porte by Saadoddin Pashn, n member of the Commission of Inspection, wiiicii 

lias l>een eoiumunicnt«l to Mr. Block by Tewlik Paslm. ... cn 

It is needless to comment on the inaccuracy of this document, m view of tlic 
reports received from 1! er Maje.sty’s Consular omeers, and especially of Major «ilbams 
U'iegram of ycslerdav’s date, repeated to your Lordship in my telegram No. 212, but 
the ofllcial communication of so shameless a denial of the truth servos ns a further 
example of the contempt with which the representations of Her Mnjesty^s Embassy 
arc treated hv llie Snblimo Porte. ^ , , t •» 

I Icaim privately that Saadoddin Pasha received n sum of fiOO/. as “backsheesh 
Xrom the Kurds. 

I have, o« 5 . 

(Signed) MICHAEL II. HEHBEPT. 
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Inclosuro in No. 201. 


R^sum^ of Telee/ram addressed from Van, 2Sth April last (o. s.), to the SuMime Porte 
by Saadeddin Pasha. 

sun Tavis parvenu aux autorit^s ImpiSrialcs do Van que certains mdfaits avaient 
6t6 commis dcrni 6 rement dans quelquos villages do la province, jc me suis rendu sur 
Ics lieux avee un hataillon dMnfantcrio et un d 6 tachemcnt de cavaleric, ot grftco aux 
mesures adopWes, une parfaitc tranquillity r^gne actucllomcnt (Ians ccs pamges. 
L’cnqu 6 te effcctuyo propos dos prytendues agressions dont les villageois Armeniens 
auraient ytd Vohjet do la part (les Kurdes a etahli que lea bruits qui avaient 6i& 
rypandus h ce sujot dtaient nbsolument faux. Les Armynicna ne formulent des 
plaintes centre les Kurdes quo pour trouver Ic pr 6 toxte de se rendro i\ Van afin d’y 
recevoir des subsides ct pour soustrairc aux i>oursuites dcs autoritAs ImpyrialCvH coux 
d’entro cux qui sVdaient livrys i\ des inenccs subversives. 

Parmi les Arm 6 uicn 8 ([ui chcrchent h sc fairo passer commo ddpourvus do touto 
ressource, un grand nomhro possMcnt lea provisions ndccssaircs pour lour entretion 
pendant un an. Cost dans le hut do donmu* le change sur lour situation qu’ils avaient 
fait inscriro lours bestiaux comme nppartenant aux Musulmans. 

Les assertions conccrnnnt le nomhn! des ohjets ot bi^tiaux enlovys pendant les 
ddsordrea sent ygalomcnt cxagdriScs. Los list 4 » driissfjos i\ cot effet le prouvout 
amplcmcnt. 

Saadoddin Pacha ajoute quo I’dtat floriss-ant dcs villages du vilayet habitus par lea 
Ann 6 nicn 8 ddmontre qu’ils jouissont d’unc parfaite tranquillity. 


No. 202. 

Mr, Herbert to the Maryuess of Salisbury.—{Received June 22.) 


(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, June 22, 189G, 11 a.m. 

I llECEIVED the following telegram yo4crday from Vice-Consul Williams at 
Van:— 

“ During the night the rebels left town. If the Nizams, who have behaved very 
well so far, are to be kept in hand, it is absolutely necessary that they should be paid. 
Please do your best therefoi’O to insist on the Sultan sending 20,000 liras at on(je. 
This represents four months’ pay. Tension is over, now tiiat the rebels have fled.” 


No. 203. 

Mr. Herbert to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received June 22.) 


(No. 230.) 

(Tclegmphic.) P. Constantinople, June 22, 1890, 7’30 P.M. 

MR. BULMAN has telegraphed to-day from Sivas, that last Friday there wero 
disturbaiKXJs at Nicksnr, and forty jaioplo are rcjiortcd to Uavc been killed. 


No. 204. 

Consul Barnham to the Marquess of Salisbury .—(Receircd June 23.) 

My Lord, London, June 21,1896. 

I HAVE the honour to submit herewith a short history of the Zeitoun insurrection 
(1805-96), and of tlic Consular mediation wliich resulted in tho restomtion of peace. 

1 beg to inclose u copy of the Report for the use of Her Majesty's Ambassador. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) HENRY D. BARNHAM. 

Her Britannic Majesty's Comul for Aleppo 
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Inclosurc in No. 204;. 


Stemoran<lum bij Consul liarnbiim respectinij the Zeitoun Insurrection, 1895-9U. 

TIIK events of vvliieli the town and distriel of Zeitoun Inivehccn the theatre 
duiine the nasi winter can only he prope.ly understood hy referring to the 
hifitorv of its iieople, their hardv and independent character, the inaccessible 
nature of the country, and especially to the inlluence brought to hear upon them 
hv agents of Ihe tlunchog Society. , . ir* . r 

Hiitorieal When ihe invewinii of tlic Calipij of dcstroyc*! the Kingdom of 

KirMpect Txifiscr Armcnin, the people fleil to the fjislncsst-s of the 'raurus MountamB, 

where tlirv foriiiCfi the nucleus of an Arnicniiui Colony, under the government 
of four hereditary Cliicfs, and picservcd tlieir independence until tlic reign of 
Sultan Abdul Aziz. ^ n i 

I'ho centn* of tlait (’olonv Nvas the town of Zvilouii. In 1801, Aziz I usim, 
Mufvssnrif ol Marnsli, mai-chcd aeainst Zeitoun at the Iiead ot a large army of 
BaHhi-ilazouks, 1.00 Sheikhs and Mollahs preceding the column, 'f he /eiloun- 
lie, led hy their priests, ciiauting the penitcnlinl psalms, incl and defeated tho 
invaders at the Ileitis River, four hours from the town of Marash. 'lliis event 
caused considindile alarm at Constantinople, and orders were sent to the 
Govermnent of Marash that Zeitoun should t.e reduced to siihinissiou at any 
co»t. l-arge foiccs were sent forward, and the town closely invested, Imt 
at this juncture Mgr. Ilassouu, Ralriareli of the Armenian Catholics, having 
secured llie intervention of the French (>ovcrnment, the Sultan coiibentcd to 
llie aiipoinlincnt of a CNnnmission to negotiate terms of submission. ihe 
members of this Commission were one 'rurkish official, the Gregorian and 
Catholic Hishops of Marash, und the Head of the Protestant Church in that 
city. Reduced hy hunger, the people of Zeitoun surrendered, and for the first 
time submitted to llie y<‘ke of a Turkish (fovernor. and to the payment of 
piastres annually to llu; 'I’urkisli trtnsury. 'rhe Governors were, us a 
rule, ilhehosen, and their mpacltv notorious. The taxes were gradually miscd 
until 1878, when thev were fixed at .'100,000 piastres, and the action of tho 
Governor, Daoud I'lfeadi, in enforcing payment, provoked a revolt under a 
noloiiouK l>rig>'m<l named Hahik. A Commission, consisting of .Mazhar Pasha 
and Nouriaii Kllendi, was sent to impiire into the grievances of the people. It 
was atteiiderl umiffieially by (.ieutenant Cherniside, whose reports describe the 
work of the Commission, after foiir months' inijuiry, as a shamclul fiasco. On 
the recommendation of the Rritisli Government Mazhar Paslm was recalled on 
account of miseonduci, und .Sai’fl Paslm sent to Zeitoun as Special Commissioner, 
He proeloimed a general amnesty, and, by his judicious conciliatory, altitude, 
Bueceerled in s|)(cdilv restoring order. 

The last outbreak occurred in 181K), and was provoked by the arbitrary 
proceedings of .'^ulih Paslm, Governor of .Marash, but was suppressed without 
any serious consequences. 

Phymal feature* of The unquestioned independence of Zeitoun during many centuries, at a 
ditirici. distance of only 40 miles from .Marash, coupietl with the many difficulties which 

the Turkish troops have encouuterttd in suppressing these successive revolts, 
indicate llial nature has placed a mighty liarrier between Martusli und /.itoun. 

This is llie Akhir Dagh Mountain, immediately above tlie town ot .Marash. 
h is most dillicult of ascent in severe winter weather, the ))alh being a mere 
goat’s tnick, following flic edge of a ]>rctipice up to tho summit. Storms arc 
always Muhlen and tenible, and the loss of life to soldiers or Ininsport animuU 
who lose tlieir way during the passage across has been so great that the 
Government has now decided to erect a khan on the summit. 

1 find that this range is marked on n map of the 13th century by tho 
suggestive words “ diabolica moiilaiia.” Four hours from Marash the traveller 
lias crossed the range, and passing a small stream culled the RcrlisChai, rcuciies 
the River .Mum (the Gihon of Scripture), uhich lie -nubt cross before 
cominenciiig the ascent to Zeitoun. Tho river is crossed at the llumidie 
Bridge, a wooden structure, erected in 1892 hy Salih Pasha, Mutessaril of 
Mnnuh. 

'I'lie IunI pait of the road is peculiarly difficult. U is had for the passage 
ot troops liecause it is at all points eommonded by iiilU which give every 
advantage to an armed enemy. 
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Such arc the general features of a country in which, moreover, the people 
have chosen the most inaccessible retreats for the construction of their villages. 

Indeed I know no region of Asiatic 'Furkey, except the Hekkiari .Mountains, 
whicl) is so well adapte<l for successful resistance to authority. 

The town of Zeitoun is built on a steep slope of a inountain called tiie DMcripUwi of 
Chirik Dagh, und at the junction of two mountaiu torrents called the Clmvadur 
Dercsi and the Tdk(5 Dercsi (see map, Api>endix 1).* The houses are flat.roofed, 
of sun-dried brick, built one upon the other, and prestmt the appearance of long 
shelves projecting from the hill-side. There are about 1,200 houses, inany of 
which, ill ordinary times, contain two or three families, as married sons 
commonly live with their parents. 

'I’ho iKjpuIution before the Insurrection was about 7,600. Tlic town is 
divided Into four quarters, known respectively as the Ycni Dunya, Suren Oghlu, 

Gnigalar.and Boz Bayir. In former days each of these formed the independent 
territory of an Uhaii,’ or feudal Chief. ' The steep ami narrow streets were tlio 
scene of constant bloodshed, for llusc clans were seldom at peace willi one 
another. It was a rare event lliat a man from Boz Bayir should enter and 
worship in a church at Ycni-Dunia, and vice vet9(i% and the same want of good¬ 
will and fellowship between the people of tlie different quarters is still to be 
observed at the present day. 

The Zeitounlis have no leader with an influence for good, and it is very People of Z«iioun. 
difficult to unite tliem for any rational object. 

They arc ignorant and lazy, and, conscijuently, poor, and many prefer to 
rob Iravelleis on the Muiusli roail rather than stay at home and cultivate tlie 
vine. A smali part of llie population earn a living as faniers and implement 
makers, obtaining the iron for the purpose from tlic mountain of Bcyrfit Oagli, 
seven liours distant; und others are muleteers. 

'I'licy have tlic hinvc and iiulc|>endcnt character common to mountain races, 
and, as I have shown above, they have made a good record whenever they 
liuvc taken up arms against the Turks. 

When the llunchag agents entered into communication with the Zeitounlis Their 
they found that the authorities had made their task an easy one, and that the y t • »ui ontiw. 
[Mjoplc, goaded hy ill-treatment at the hands of the Kaiinakam, were ripe for 
revolt, 'fhe Ku'imakum was removed, but the Cadi who vvas a|)poiiitcd Acting 
Governor, and was a notorious fanatic, made the situation intolerable. .Arrears 
of taxes weie called for, and many of the people iiiiprisoned and beaten. Their 
clmltels were seized and sold oil-hand, and no day pusseil without some act of 
violence or insult. 'The Cadi commonly addressed the Zeitounlis us dogs ” 
or “giaours,” .saying that if they did not pay he would have the guns fired on 
them from the barracks, and they should fare “as others had done In Sasoun. 
lu .luly last Abdul Wuhab Basha, Mutessarif of Marash. was sent to Zeitoun to 
hold an inquiry into these proceedings, ilie Cadi was removed, und a certain 
Avni ICflendi appointed Kaiinakam. 

Tho majority of the jieoplc were contented with this arrangement, but the 
more turbulent ones, headed by Nazaict Chaoush Yeniduuig and his clan, had 
already pledged themselves to the llunchags, and only waited for a signal to 
commence the rebellion. 

ICarly i.i March 189t Aghasst^ the Iluuchag agenl, arnvc/l m Marash, 
where he held a meeting of malcontent Zeitounlis, supplied ihem with funds, » 

and laid tlie foundations of an extensive organization in Zeitoun und the 
surrounding village.H. lie spent the loilovviug year in collecting money for tho 
pnrehasc of arms, and alter a protracted slay at Siiedia, came in July 1890 to 
the villages ol Ala Bubli, svlierc the rebellion eventually broke out. 

Witli liim were associated four Armenians from America, \vho bore the 
assumed names of llcrulchig, Abba, Jellad, and Mclli, wlio were li^jhting Iwidei's, 
a« distinguished from Aghasse, the political Chief. The revolt was the dchherute 
work of this man, wlio won over llie villagers by presents of money, and by 
telling them fairy tales about the English. 

They were made to lielieve that the movement hud the aupnort of tlio 
Brilisii Government, who were sending troops to Alexundretta, and that Agliasse 
was in constant cinnniunicutiun with the Britisli Consulate in Aleppo. 


* Not givvH. 










AU Ekih. 


CoiDTnenccmenl of 
nToh on Oir 
ICU) October. 


IkUlc near ibe 
Hortii Rivrr. 


Intention of 
Zeituunli* to 
niitck lltrtkili 


1 iiu los... hurewill. .. ..u.|. of tl.e ll.mlru of rovoll (Appeorlix II),* in which 
(he vilhices iiiul roailH lire iii,.ria<l i hut the mouiitoiiis hnve hccii oiiiiitcd (or he 
purpose of rciiilerins it icore Icgihlc, iiiul heeaiise it is umlei'stood that tlie eiitiro 

country it* ol ti iiiottnlJtiiioiis chtiijictcr. 

A 1.1 Hash is a iiidiie or coiiiiiiiiiic about 8 miles lioiii ^eitouii, extending 
some i;. miles in ihe direction of Marash. It epnosts of small groups of 
houses scsittcred over ihc hills, iiihahited hy Armenians who have always home 

an inillrtcrcnt chuiuctcr. . . . . , ... 

On the Olh Oetolmr, l.ieuteiiiiiit Osman Agha, ol the geiidaimeric, having 
been sent to Ala Hash for the purpose or 

with tlie news ihat thf pcoj>lc lm(i revolted, uud were asscuiblcd on the lulls 

under tlic ctJiunutiul ol'1 Itttchio, Michel keyaha, iiiid iJia * lepan. 

On the lOlh OcloWr the AluhashlU killed two Kcndartnes. and, on the same 
dnv, AtfhasMs with a nmtv ol Alabasli villagers, crossed the boundartes ol the 
Ca/.a of Audrin, allatrkuj the vill .gc of Kamarly, wounded two men and a wunmn, 
and carrii’tl tttt' a tiiiuiitllv el ealtle. j • • i .* 

On the 20th October, some Armenians Itom Maiush and Amiah joined the 
Mahas»-lis, and raided tlie villages ol Kitech and Deongol, m the Caza of 

Oil the a'dnd Oetoher, towards sunset, a young mail iiaiiied Guciiileksir. 
Mehciiiei of Marash, was aitaeked while reliiriiiiig home and badly wounded. 
He died on the following day. Seveial Arineiiian.s were '‘’""'•■‘1“';''';“ I 

iiriiui were louiid in Ihc houses of some niiioiig them, while others were tortuied 
ill orison for the purpose ol making tiieiii confess tlieir guilt. 

On the g.'trd (Jetolier the Alalmshlis aitaeked a caravan proceeding from 
Kaiserich to .\larasli. , , . i 

On the tilth October occurred the lirst oulhreak lit Maiasli. , , „ 

On the d.'ith Oetoher, the Kaimiikani of Zeiloun sent Dcr Oarahed, the 
chief ecelesiiisiie in tlie town, to tlic rebels, to eoniiminicate a telegrain Irom the 
Armenian I’atriarch, iiniiomieiiig that Hie Snllaii had granted llio relorins, and 
ordering them to return to their homes. 

Agliiisse gave an evasive aiiswei, asking for a delay ol twelve days lor 
velleetioii; hot on hearing from Aleppo that the ollicial telegram Irom the I .irto 
on the snhjeel of the reforms was ol a nature to throw doubt on the sincerity ol 

the Sultan, he decided to coiitiniie hostilities. 

On ihe gOlh Oetoher, .Meheiiiet Kfl'endi, liimhashi, together witli three 
geiidiirn es, were aitaeked and killed hy the Arnieninns ol hernoz, near the 

Turkoman village of Oinnrln. mi • . 

On the 2Gth October a company of soldiers was sent from Mamsb upmst 
the i^surg^■nl^, and encamped the same evening near a null at Ichakcr Ucrest, 
on the llerlis Kiver. , , f»i i> i .,.j 

At dm hriiik on the V7th they were aiUicked hy the men of Ala liash and 
Feiiionz. lugelhrr with a party of Zeilouiilis, under Agliasse, Jelhid, and 
Niizaret (1111011x11. An ohslinatc fight took place, ill which the lurks were only 
saved from deleiit hv Ihc Moslem villagers of liertis, who came up nearly one 
thmisimd strong, ariiied with lliiitlocks, pilehliirks, or the first weapon which 
came to hiiml, and forced the insurgenls to reticat, with the loss ol their leader 

‘^'"'“These nivii did excellent seiviee. lor, hud the Ariiieiiiuns won Ihc day, they 
hud intended to iiiiircli ii|iun .Marash where there was a small garrison, and wlierc 
they vomited uiioii tlie help ol their eo-religionists. . 

It was, however, a loolish piojeet, certain to end in ultimate disaster; lor 
even it it weie iicssilile that a handlul ol rebels, who were, us yet, iinarincd with 
Kmiipeim rilhs, could seize this town where .Moslems are to Chiisliuiis *"'‘•'1 
to one, li.ere is no I'liuht ihul they would only hold it lor a lew days, and then 
the lute ol the lueid Armenian popululion would have been it leriihie one. 

'I'hc figlil 111 tlie liertis Kiver took place on the site of tliul rolcrred to at the 
eommeneement ol Ibis lUp.irl, when, ill IWGl, the Zcilounhs defeated a large 
loicu of Cirtusttiuus under Aziz I^uslm. 
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Tlie insurgents now returned to Zeitoun witli the object of attacking the Atuck on Urmks. 
barracks, and, ns a preliminary step, cut the telegraph wire connecting Zeitoun 
with Albistnn. 

There were at this time 409 soldiers in the barracks, 20 of whom were Turkiili parri«on 
Bashi-Bazouks just arrived from Marash. and 100 of thorn had not been supplied Zcitoun. 
with rifles. They were all young solaiers, and were drawn from towns in 
Nortliern Palestine. Many of tliem had their wives living in the barnicks. 

Besides these there were about eiglity men stationed at the Governn ent House 
in Zeitoun. 

Tlie battalion was comniandcd by Colonel Iflct licy, an officer who had 
served in the Russian war, and his stall' consisted of a Bimbashi, then absent on 
sick-leave, a Captain, and two Lieutenants. 

On the morning of the 28th October 300 men from the Yciii*Dunya Amck««Uarmek*. 
miuTter besieged the barracks on the north-east side, thereby cutting off the 
Turks from their water supply, wliich was obtained from a spring on tho hill¬ 
side, 200 yards below the barmcks. Others then commenced an attack from 
the noi'th and south, coming within a few yards of the building, mid an obstinate 
fight was carried on throughout the day. 

At sunset on the 28th October the insurgents seized and burnt all the outlying 
buildings cxccjit (he mos(|uc and telegraph office, wliich were taken the 
following day. Thcrc were about .OtOOU insurgents on the ground, armed witii 
flint-locks, revolvers, and a few rifles, while the besieged had two mountain guns 
and 370 Martinis. Fighting continued day and night botli before the liarracks 
and before the (lovcrnmcnt House in Zeitoun. 

The Kn'inmknm, with his small garrison of eighty men, surrendered on the Surrender of 
evening of tiic 29lh, and at once wrote to the Colonel a<)vi.sing him to follow 
his example, as in case of further resistance tlie insurgents intended to burn the 
barracks. • 

'Hie garrison .surrcn<Iered on the morning of the SOth October, 2 mountain Surrenderor 
guns, 870 Martini-Henry’s, and 90,000 i-oumis of ammunition passing into the •‘""-’wkii. 
hands of the insurgents. 

lifet Bey, who awaits his trial at Aleppo for treason and cowardice, pleads lo bo 

in justification that the garrison had no water, and IhcrtTore uo means of making mamaf 
bread, but the autlioritics say that he ought to have died with Ids men rather 
than sun'cnder; that he was intoxicated while the fighting was going on; and 
that lie had weakly allowed himself to be overcome by the wailing and entreaties 
of the women. 

In c()nse({uencc of this, it lias lieen deci<lcd tliat in future no Turkish 
olfieial or soldier may bring his wife to Zeitoun. 

The telegraph wire from Zeitoun tti .Mbistan having been eul, the news of Hatnidii bridge 
the capture of the harracks did not reach Marash until the afternoon of the 3lbt 
Ovtiib'r. 

In the incanliinc, two battalions, one from Marash, the other from 
Albistan, had been dispatched to the relief of the gnirisoii, hut on arriving at 
the Hamidie Bridge tliey learned that the barracks bud lieeii taken, and remained 
there, on the defensive, thereby preventing the Zcitounlis from making a 
second attempt to surjmse Marash. 

On the 80th Octolier, Lieutenant Hassun Agha, with hU ratnily, was .Murder of Lieu- 
proca-eding JVoin Fekk«5 to Mamsh when he was attacked hv the people of 
Fernouz, who first killed his three children, then violated his wife, and finally “ “ J- 

killed (hem both. 

'riic Government was now thoreu^lily alarmed, and the Reserves were MoVd'wdon of » 
called out, it being (lccidc<l to mobilize a complete division for tlie campaign against 
Zi-itoun. 

'I'hc command of the expedition was given to Miistafa Kcmzy Pasha. I crik Itemiy 

of St. Jean d'Acre, who arrived at Marash on the 2nd November, 'fhe first 
brigade was intrusted to Selim an old officer, who litul done considerable **'‘**** 

service in the Yemen, and the second bngade to Colonel Ali Bey, of Adana. All Iky. 

The whole of November and part of Uccember was idled away hy Mustafa 
Pasha in Marash waitii.g until this mobilization was complete, and in the mean- 
Btne t)je revolt was spreading, riie second brigade also lay at tlio village of 
Keban for nearly a monlli waiting for reinforcements. 

1 now resume the thread of events which succeeded the capture of the K^enu «t ZtUoun 
barracks. "rture of 
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Atgnil Ktlexi. 
Andrin burnt bjr 
Arinvniatii. 




Tr«)o{>* niiirdrr 
I’adri- SalbAlure 
Mujtik Diri-si. 


During llic first three (Inys of Noveinl>er tlie soldiers’ wives and civil 
officials were liheralcd and forwarded to Marash, but the Colonel, vrith his 
officers, the Governor, and the soldiers were retained as hostages. 

On the !ird N'ovcmher a small massaerc occurred at Marash, being the 
second of three which took place within the short space of three weeks. These 
massacres have formed the subject of earlier Ueports, and are only lefcrred to 
here to record the scipicnee of all events connected with the rebellion. 

On ihe <lth November the people of Fernouz, having hcarrl that the 
Moslems ol Clmkiir Tfissar had nftacked a small Armenian village of the same 
name, came down upon them, killed eightv, woundcrl sixteen, and carried olT all 
the grain ami livt' stock. It is stated by tiic authorities that they mutilated the 
women in a manner loo horrible for description. 

The same day the Zeilounlis sacked and partially hiirned the following 
villages in the Caza of Ycniifi Kaleh: Suskoordi, Koshoorkd, .\losalli, and 
Kariss, together with Karendi, in the Caza of Andrin. 

On the dth Novemher, Yaiji Oghlou Durmish Agha, of the Turkoman 
family of Znikader (the most powerful .Mussulman in Andrin), attacked Shivilki 
with a large nmnher of liashi-Ha/.ouks. The villagers resisted during aeveral 
days, iintif they were joined hv those from Tavutlu, when the Hashi-liazouks 
rcturnerl to .\ndrin. The village was again attacked shortly afterwards, when the 
survivors Hed to Kernottz 

Oil tin; ;'»tb NovfmiKT, 000 Turks mid Circnssiiins from (icoksun, com- 
inumicd by the .Mudir, h'evzi Bey, attacked the villages of I'ash-Olook, Dcghlrmen 
Dcrd, Klrech, Ciiiel I’onnar, and Janioos Ovook, as a reprisal for the alleged 
murder of smne Turks who had pa.ssed through those villages a few days before. 
About gflO Christians were killed, and the remainder (probably about 1,200) 
fled to I’crnouz and Zeitoan, and joined the insurgents. 

'riic same <lay Ihc (Nrcassiims attacked the village of lekir, and the Turks 
from Nadirli, tvilh n large nuiuhcr ot Hashl-itouks iiiulcr Osman Kchayu, 
attJ»ckcd the villages of 'rdemelik and Boghourlou. 'fhe figluing in these 
villages eonlinm d oft’ and on for sixteen days, until the Zeitouiilis came U|>on 
the Kcciu* and the Bashi-liazouks were driven ot!. 

On the 5ih Novemher the itisnrgcnls sacked the villages of Tanur and 
Deongc!. 

On the Gth Novemlier, the inhabitants of the Armeniui. village of Kclian 
attacked lbo>iC of the Moslem village of the same name, disarmed them, and 
curried oft' their flocks. 

(m the IBlh November, llu; Zr.itounlis umhr Nazurel Chuoush hurnetl 
the village o! Ihslian, and on tlie same day the Alabushlis burned Korlel. 

'1 he revolt had now developed into a racial war, one village attacking the 
other, until, when destruction had been carried to its utmost limits, the survivors 
fle<l— Moslems to Marash, Armenians to rernouz first, and afterwards to Zeitoim. 

On the Mlh November, the insurgents, led by Bmlholomeos, priest of I'ernouz. 
and Nischan Yeiiidunia,inet the Baslu-Bazouks of ^ulji Oghlou at A/.gud ICulcsi, 
defeated them, and pushing mi to Andrin, burnt that place. 1 he news ol this 
event caused great commotion among the Mussulman population in Marash, many 
of whom had their lamilics at Amlriii, ami sutlered loss of friciids or property. 

On the I4lh November, the Armenians of Kebaii, led by a band ot 
Zeitouiilis under Abba, the Huncimg, burnt the Moslem village of the same 
name, killing sixtv of the inliabitanls. In eoascquence of tins Ali Bey burnt 
the Armenian village two days later, and the retugees, more than 1,000 in number, 
iled to Keriiouz. 

On the 18th Novi nibcr the Anal massacre occurred at Marasli. 

On the ItUh November, in consetpieiice of the insurgents, led by Heratchia, 
the lluiicliag, liuving nii(lc<i the Moslem villagers at Yenijd Kale, two huttulioiia 
were sent there from Marash. They sacked and partially hurnwl the villages 
of Yenije Kale, Dcongcl, uiul Mujuk Uercsi, burned the Franciscan monasterica 
at those plnce.s, and assassinated Budru Salvatore, the Superior of the monastery 
atMujiik Deresi, logclher with several of his flock, burning tlieir bodies with 
jH-troleum whilu they were yet lircutliiiig. They llien proceeded to tho 
moiiasterv of Ytnije Kal<5 with the same object, hut tho Spanisli priests, 
Kmaiiuel (iarda, Kmamiel Ituri, and .Martinos, had received timely warning and 
escaped Into Fcinouz with about AOO villagers. Tlieir retreat vyis covered by a 
"j** parly ot insurgents under lleratcliiu, who arrived on tlie scene just in lime. 


Meanwhile, Ali Bey removed his hcad-tjunrters from Kebun to Sisnd, and 
remained there inuetivc until the 8th December, waiting for the departure of 
the 1st brigade from Marnsli, when both forces would advance upon Zeilouu 
simultaneously. 

But, in the meantime, the position of the insurgents nt Fernouz Imd become Troop* under AH 
a serious obstacle to his advance, and he accordingly attacked that place on the ^‘■y*'***^' Femou*. 
14tii December, having with liim four battalions and two guns. A large number 
of Bashi-Bazouks followed in his wake. 

I'crnouz is the centre of an Armenian nahk^ comprising the villages of Fcrno«*. 
KanutClt, Oadurlu, i3oghourln, and Tcincrlelck. It lies in a hollow, shui in by 
wooded mountains, and travesed by a wild torrent. The nioiiastcry of Kernouz 
was on tlie hilUside, about a mile from the village, and scattered about on 
the mountains arc some caves, very (Ilfticult of access, which have become the 
refuge of many fugitives since Kernouz was burnt. 

Wlieii the insurgents heard that the troops were advancing, they went out 
to meet them witli the object of protecting tlie Christian village of Chukiir- 
Ilissur, which lay on the line of murcli, hut wlicii they were at some distance 
from that village, they saw that it was already in flames, so retreated towards 
Fernouz, keeping up a running lire with tiic eiieiny from the op|>osite hills. 

Tito village was s|)ecdiiy surrounded and humbuidcd, tiiougli with little BurniugofFernous. 
cfl'cct, until the second day, wdicn it caught Arc. About 800 Armenians Lo» of Ufo. 
perished, but the women and children were spared, and forwarded to Marash 
on the following day, where many of them were relieved by the American 
missionaries. 1’hc monastery of Kernouz was also burnt. The refugees who 
fled from Fernouz into Zeitoiin were above .'),000, hut the total number of fliesc 
unha|)py people who were in Zeitoun w iicn Mustuia llemzi Kuslia arrived before 
the town, was nearly 14,000. 

While the troops of Ali Bey were ntlncking Kernouz, tin- noise of artillery MiuiafA Ilemsy 
was lu'ord in tlie diicctioii ot Zeitoun, showing that Mustafa Ikisliu was already Fm)** jubancw 
advancing u|>on the town. agamst Zeiionn. 

Tlie fall of Fernouz provoked a terrible incident at Zeitoun—the massacre of t he r«fiigep» in 
the Turkish soldiers iiiiprisonc<i in Government House. Wliile the men of Zeitoun munlpr th 

were away on llic liilis resisting the advance of Mu.stupim Bemzi Pasha, the refugees 
from Kernouz began to pour into the town, and roused the angry passions of t.lio 
|H.'oplc by the story ol tlieir sufl'eriiigs. Towards sundown an excited mob, 
among wltom were many women, collected outside Goveniment House, for 
word had bkcn passed along that they should avenge themselves by killing the 
prisoners. 'Phey had armed themselves will) hulchets, butchers’ knives, and 
pickaxes, and now, with loud yells and imprecations, forced their way upstairs 
to the room where these hapless young fclluwb were confiiicil. Padre Emanuel, 
a ( atliolie priest, who witnessed the tragedy from the roof ol In', house, told mo 
that it took two hours’ hard work to dispose of them, and that their shrieks wcfe 
appalling. 

That night a Protestant, named Avidis Shnmlian, liiled with a noble desire I'ifiy-sev«n of the 
to i^ave life, look a lantern and made liis way llirougii the dcserleil streets to the Mvnl by 

scene of the massacre. Finding that some were still alive, he called u friend, 
and, together, they proceeded to Si'urch out the living, of whom they Hucceeded 
in saving fifty*seven. One by one tlicv carried them off on their backs, and taking 
Ibeiij U) their own homes, nursed and fed them until the day ol tlie capitulation, 
when they weie brought into the I'urkish camp, and then forwarded to tlie 
hospital at Maiash. 

On tluit occasion I saw one man who liu<l received no less (lian seventeen 
wounds. 

During several days after the umssacre no attempt was made to remove the tik. ,\ni\ ihmwti 
dead ; hut when the troops uirived before the town it was lliouglil advisable to into ihc Z«iio«n 
do so, and the bodies were therefore thrown over the Gurgalar Bridge into the 
■•citoun Kiver, no doubt with the hope tliul the torrent would sweep llicm 
quickly out of sight; hut w hen 1 w cut down to the river six week* after the event, 
found them standing high and dry upon the rocks or imbedded in musses of 
ice and snow, and when I examined lliem. I found some with their lieads split 
open by tliu uxc, others with tlieir legs chup)>ed off, or covered with stabs on 
evt ry conceivable part of the body. In some coses they were fastened together 
in couples at the wrist or ankles. 

The total number of prisoners killed was about 350. 


350 Turklih 
prUoflert kilUd. 
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Avidis Sliamlinn is deserving of some substantia! reward for saving tile lives 
of the fifty-seven prisoners; but the Goveriunent has, as yet, taken no notice of 
T,r.nnj pneiisnl him. It was not only that he saved these lives, hut it brought upon Inin ternhie 
by Ilunchug leader persecution at the hands of the llunchags. lie incurred tlic eninily of Aghasse, 
because he conslanlly reproached hini with having deceived the people and 
caused their present sufl'ering. One day he was seized at the convent and 
placed ill a vault together with a 'I'urkisli prisoner to whom he was chnined, the 
two men being left without food until they were released on the third day 
through the intervention of the priests. , • i -z •. 

I now pass on to deserihe the fighting which took place outside Zeitonn, 

Zriiouu* ' and the e.stahlisliiiient oflhe hloekade. i rt ti 

On ihc Mth lleec.nher .Mustajiha llenizy Pasha, with 7,000 men, left the 
llaiiiidie Bridge, and, alter tliR'C hours' iiiarch, found the insurgents eollcctcd 
on Ilic heights iihovc the Convent of Sourp Piirgitcli, to the light of the caravan 
road. 


(!onvciit burnt. 


Iii»uri;«iit* routed 
fti [uhfk Meidaiii. 


Xeitoiinlii. 

^li licy before 


Domhantmcnl of 
barrack*. 


U«rrai'k« biiriii. 


Di'liUtBiton of 
Zeitiiunb* kuc* for 

ll« trratiiiriil by 
Mukiata Rtfiisfy 


Bonibaninicnt 
reiii'wed 
ZcitoiiiiUi ill 
extremity eairart 
|iu -dt r null lead 
Iroiti iiursiilctliM 
kbclU to rciicw 
ibtir caririilKt**. 


Witli consifierable difliciilty mid some loss he succeeded in driving them 

off, burnt the convent, and enemn|)ed. 

Next niorninc a senes of skirmishes commenced, during winch tlic soldiers 
burnt some villages in the nciglihourliood of the convent. Eventually, after 
two dnvR* fighting, the insurgents were driven Irom hill to hill, unltl they were 
finally routed at Eshex Meidani (two hours from /citoun), and fled fo the 

t with great bravery, and tlieir rifle-shooting from behind 
hastily provided stockades was admitted by the lurks to be excellent. 

AliHcvnrrivwl from Kernouz on the 19th Oecember. and Ins advanced 
Kunrd had come to within ten minutes* march of tlie Gargala Bridge when the 
insurgents attacked them from tiie Poluk Dagii Mountain, and drove them back 
to tlie village of Muliall. . ^ i i i m 

On the IPtb December, Mustapba Rcmzi Pnsba begun to bombard the 
barmcks from three points on the Pussur Dngh, and this continued at intervals 

duriii!: four davs. i •*! u i. 

From tlic ‘Jlst to llu* 93r<l the troops of Ah Bey were engaged with about 
I 000 insui-geiils eii Solak Oagli, ami were at the same lime umlcr file Irom the 
two guns at the harmcks. The artillery fire of the rebels was hai, hut their 
rifle practice was ,-o good that the troops did not cure to face it, and kept tlicin- 
selvcs as iiiiicli as possible under cover. ■I'his, iiml the small number of rifles in 
tlic hands of the Zeitounlis accounts for the few cbsuallics which occun-cd 

among the Turkish troops during the fighting. 

On the‘j:<rd December there was a thick mist, under cover of which the 
troops were alile to come close uji to the barracks, and would |>crbaps have 
captured them, bad tbev not at this moment been set on fire to by the /citounhs 
themselves. 'I'liere were idiout 200 of the insurgents in the building when this 
occurred, of whi.iii onlv 70 escaped. These made their way out by a door on 
the town-side, wliieli hail been made by Agliiissd some ilays earlier in anticipation 
of llieir being ftirecd fo make a hasty retreat. The '1 iirks were not aware of its 
existence, so that the iiisiirgciils were able, under cover of the mist, to csciipo 
unseen, carrying with them one of the guns. i i, i 

A deputation now came out from Zeitouii under a flag of truce, and askea 
leave to treat lor pence. It was composed of Der Oarnbet (the priest). Baba 
A ’ha, Avidis Shuiidimi, and two others, all of whom were luiii-coiiihntaiits. 
They were, howe'er, roughiv handled, and imprisoned during two days, and 
their valuahlcs liikeii from tlieni. When they returned home, they weiv all men 
determined to die rather than surrender. 1 have been assured that il .\lustaplia 
Pnslm had been less oft'eiisivc in his language to the people, they would have 
surrendered at that time, fur their resources were fast failing; but now tlicy 
gave up all liope of safelv, ami began to raise harricadcs ill tlic streets, ami to 
iiinniifaeture liaielicls ami knives for self-defence. 

A vigorous lioniliardiuciit was now ciiiumeiiced upon town ami coiivciit, 
hut willi siiigiilnrlv litilc eifect. Vrom tlie comiiiciiceiiieut of tlic siege up to 
tile date nl tlie ariiiistiee no less tlian 2,500 cniimm sliots were tired upon the 
insurgenis; hul llie sliells rarely exploded, and the Zeitouiilis, whose nmniu- 
iiitioii was tailing, profiled by tiie fact in extracting the jiowder and lead to 
renew llieir .Maitiiii-lleiiry cartridges. 'I'lien, iinlieipaiing tliat tile lurks 
would Sturm tlic town, it was agreed that tlie towns|)eople sliould reserve tlicir 
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ammunition until the la.st day, and thai, in tlie meantime, only the men in the 
convent (who were the best marksmen), should return the fire oflhe troops. 

If the town had been assaulted there would have been a terrible liand*to* Difflculw of taking 
hand fight in the streets, and heavy loss on botii sides, ending, however, in Zeitoun by assault, 
victory to the Turks, and a wholesale slaughter of the helplc-ss refugees. The 
only practical way of storming Zeitoun would have been to take the troops 
across the Chavadnv ravine and enter the town from above, as all npproaclics 
from below are loo steep and easily guarded. Tlic Turks were, however, alive 
to the difiiculty of the task, and it was their intention to set lii'c to tlic town 
and compel the people to conic out into the o^kii, wheu, with their ammunition 
spent, they would have been an easy mark for the 'i'urkish bullets. 

Zeitoun was, however, spared the final catastrophe. 

On the 3rd .lanuary Edhem Puslm arrived in camp to take over the Edhem Ptsba. 
command from Mustapim Reinzi Pasha, who returned in disgrace to St. Jean 
d’Acre. Kdhcm Pasha is an officer who has taken an active and distinguished 
part in every war whicli Turkey has fought during the present reign, and it 
re(|uircd sucli a man to bring a remedy lo the disorder which existed in the 
camp. He found the troops led on half rations of biscuit. Hundicds of them 
Avithout uniform; tlic greater number of them being in rags and haretboted. 

I'he supply of tents was insufficient to slicUcr tliem without excessive crowding, 

and constant rain had turned the camp into a swamp. 'I'licrefore, it was not 

surprising that a large number of the younger soldiers were down witli dysentery, CoodUion ofitooiii. 

but as there was no hospital and no medicine, they were sent down to Marash 

for treatment, and a large jiereentage of them died there. 

A month later all this misery was relieved, and there was not a man in 
camp wlio was not well fed and warmly clothed. Edhem Paslia had caused nn 
appeal to be made to public cliarity, with the result that ahundunt supplies of 
clothing of every description came in from Anatolia, especially from the districts 
from which the Reserves w'crc drawn. The Cmnniissariat stores were now full 
of provisions, and by the end of February dysentery had ceased to exist. 

The force before Zeitoun was 16,000 men. When they were first called 16,000men before 
out they were a helpless iubble, but the campaign against Zeitoun was a severe Zeitoun. 
scliool for them, and those who have suivivcd il shnuhl now, if properly 
commanded, be smart and useful soldiers, but tlicir officers arc for the most 
part incapable. 

There were, however, other enemies before Zeitoun at the opening of the i^.ooo C^rcatuxni 
new year. A glance at the accompanying ma[>* will show that there is a largo before Zeitoun. 
Circassian Colony to the north of Zi iloun, the names of the villages being 
marked by asterisks. Tliese villages of 'rchctchcn Circassians have only come 
into existence (juite recently, and I think it probable that the Government 
encouraged these people to settle there in order to keep the Zcitounlis in check. 

Many of them, wliose villages hud been tlireatened, or perhaps raided by the 
Armenians, had been armed by Mustapim Ueinzi Pasha with Martini rifles,t 
am) when (he news spread that the insurgents hail been driven to buy, and that 
the cajiturc of the town was imminent, tlicsc and others from the Great Circas¬ 
sian settlement at Mumbudj, near the Eupliratcs, and from the plain of the 
Amook, hurried to Zeitoun to claim their share of the spoil. 

Wlien Edhem Pasha aitivod at Zeitoun, there were at least l.'i.OOO Bnslii- 
Buzouks hovering outside the cam]), eugcily demanding leave to attack the 
town. The Pasha summoned their leaders, and ordered them to leave at once, 
hut as they showed lliemseivcs determined to remain, il was necessary to make 
n display of force to induce them to go. 

'fhe troops were called out, and they were driven off; but the news wliich Circanmui le4v«. 
arrived the same day that a Consular (’ommission was coming to arrange terms 
of pence, had, no doubt, some cflect in inducing them to return quietly to their 
homes. 

Mediation. 

On the 17lh November I received a letter from Der Gniiil)cd, the priest, in Pro^ul ai to 
whicli it was stated that the refugees were already crowding into Zeitoun, and mcdinion. 
that provisions were running short, and it concluded witli a passionate ajipeal fur 

* Not jirintcd. 

t Th«y were tak«a from thorn by Bdhcnt Pub*. 
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help. About the some time, Dr. Shepnrd, of AinUib Collcsc, wrote to beg me 
to move in tiie matter, and feeling considerable anxiety about it, I addressed 
myself, in the first instance, to the Ferik, Edhcm Paslm, who cordially approved 
my suggestion that a (lommissinn should be sent to Zeitoun lo induce the 
insurgents to lay down their arms. 

I had in view five or six residents of Aleppo who were admirably fitted for 
such a duty. I thought that delegates from Aleppo where no timssneres had 
taken place, would be more likely lo di‘'Cuss the (piestion with tlie insurgents 
in a practical manner, than if they were chosen, for instance, from Monish, 
where massacres had already occurred. 

On the IDLli November I tclcgrnpbed to Her Majesty’s Kmbassy suggesting 
that such a Commission should be sent, but the Porte, while acceding to the 
proposal, decided tliat tlic delegates should be selected at Marasli. 

rive Armenians were acconliiigly cliosen, but without any regani to their 
fitness for the task, and were sent lo Zeitoun with verbal instructions to promise 
a general amnesty, on condition that the Icailcrs should be banded over for trial, 
and tlic town, b.nracks, and ’Purki^h prisoners surrendered. 

On arrival at Zeitoun these men, Gostan Fffendi, Osep liffcndi, Bedros 
Salati.in, Pappas M'orossian, and Artin Muradian, were imprisoned as spies, and 
rcmaiiu'd in cimlinement until the troops appeared before the town, when tliey 
were set at liberty, but only to i»e again thrown into prison at Marash. 

'Phe only effect of their mission was to make the Zeitounlis more irrecon¬ 
cilable tlinn ever, owing to tlic exaggerated accounts they gave of the massacres 
at Marush. 

On the ‘2oth December the Mutessarif of Marash, with three members of 
bis Council of Ailministration, came to Zeitoun to open negotiations, but tiiey 
were iimnedlntcly rejected, probably owing to the distrust with which the people 
had been inspired by the language of Mustapha Kcmzi Pasha. 

The Six Great Powers now offered the Porte the services of their Consuls at 
Aleppo as mediators between the Ottoman Government and the insurgents. 

Naturally sucii a mission, especially if attcntlcd with success, was regarded 
as humiliating to Moslem pride, and it was after considerable hesitation that 
the Porte consented. 

Eklhem Paslia and the Mutessanf of Marash represented the Imperial 
(jovernment during the negotiations. 

On the fith January the six Consuls having received the instructions of their 
Ambassadors, sent a collective telegram lo the insurgents oflering mediation, 
and, on tlic following day, received a reply of' thanks and acceptance, signed by 
Ibirtccn of the leading inhabitants, but not by the Ilunchag leaders, and those 
who constituted the fighting minority. The latter, who had absolute control 
over the town up to the date of our arrival, had been playing for European 
intervciUiun from the outset. The imprisonment of the Armenian delegates 
from Marash, and the subscijucnt refusal to treat with the Mutessarif, were 
sensational proceedings, intended to attract the attention of the Powers, but 
when the Consular delegates approached them they held aloof, with the idea 
of exaggerating their influence, and increasing their demands, and this at n liino 
when tiicy knew that all their resources were at an end. 

For the purpose of mediation an armistice was proclaimed at Zeitoun on 
the 7th January. 

The Consuls who proceeded to Zeitoun were M. Yakimflnski, (Russian), 
M. Vitlo (Italian), repivscntiug also Germany and Austria), M. Barlhelemy 
(French Chancellier), and myself. 

Delay was occasioned by a proposal put forward by my Russian and French 
colleagues that the leaders of the insurgents should bo invited to conic to Aleppo 
for the ne^tiation. 1 lliink such a proposal should not have borne a moment’s 
eonRidemtion, in view of the impossibility of guaranteeing the safety of these 
men tlirough the midst of their enemies, but it was submitted in all seriousness 
for the consideration of their Ambassadors, and was not approved. 

The Mission left Aleppo on the 10th January, with an escort of ciglity 
cavalry, and with u clerk from the Telegraph Office in Aleppo, whose duty it 
was to forward telegrams in French passing between the Kmbussies and the 
Consuls at Zeitoun. 

Tlic Journey was iiunlc during terrible weather, and it was not before the 
^ last day of January that wc bud all reached the Turkish camp. I think, Imw- 
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ever, that wc had every reason to appreciate the assistance which we received 
from the authorities. 

One glance at the town was sufficient to convince any one of the hopeless ^viioun clwely 
situation of the insurgents, for the cordon extended around and above Zeitoun 
at a distance of 600 yards, or even less, while escape in the direction of 
Geoksun, or Albistan, was cut off by pickets of soldiers on the other side of the 
mountain. 

Tlic position occupied by the troojis have been marked on the map. 

On the 1st February we summoned the Zeitounlis, and communicated 
to them the Turkish conditions of surrender, viz., a general amnesty subject 
to the— 

(«.) Surrender of the leaders of the revolt, who should be tried by the Tarkijh tonni of 
oitlinary Courts of Law. c&piiuUtion. 

(i.) Restitution of the Martini rifles, taken at the capture of the barracks. 

(c.) Reconstruction of the barracks. 

IVe told them that we had no other message, but were simple inter- Ncjotiaiiom. 
mcdialorics, who had come to them in the name of humanity, hoping to jireveiit 
further bloodshed. 

Barlholomcos, priest of Fernonz, first addressed the meeting, and declared 
that as all ihcir villages had been destroyed and they had no hope of safety in the 
future, they had better die fighting. 

Then Garnbed, priest of Zeitoun, followed, but in a more rational strain, 
and others, all of whom showed a disposition to accept the terms, but begged 
that, as many of their leaders liad been unable to come through illness, the 
meeting should be adjourned. 

Aghasst?, the I lunclmg leader, then informed us that there were 30,000 
refugees in the town, and expressed a hope that every effort would be made to 
save them. 

It was, however, an exaggenitod statement, made witli the object of 
stimulating ouranxicly to save the town, or, in the event of its being attacked, 
to expose the 'I'urkish Commander to the reproach of having perpetrated a 
terrible massacre. 

Tlie number of refugees then in Zeitoun was really about 12,000. 

At a second meeting held on tho 3rd February, the insun$eiits replied 

1. 'Pliat as they had taken up arms in self-defence [sic], tliey trusted that R«ply of in«ur- 

ihclr Icadcra would be included in the general amnesty. genu. 

2. 'I’licy would surrender the Martini rilles if allowed to retain their sporting 
guns, daggers, and pistols. 

3. They pleaded tlieir inability to rebuild tlic barracks. 

4. Tiicy asked that their Moslem neighbours should be disarmed, and 
begged the Powers to obtain sufficient guarantees from the Porte for the preser¬ 
vation of their lives. 

f). They solicited from the high favour of Ilis Majesty the Sultan the 
a])pointmcnt of a Christian Ka'fmakam, subject to tlie approval of the Powers. 

0. in consideration of their extreme poverty, they asked for the remission 
of arrears of taxes and exemption from taxation during a few years. 

On the .Otli February a final meeting was held, at which Nazaret Chaoush 
and others, who represented the fighting minority, accepted the above terms, 
but asked tlint in future no Turkisli garrison should be maintained at Zeitoun. 

We ctimmunicated the reply of tlie Zeitounlis to ihc Ottoman Delegates DecwionofTurkiah 
«uid lo their Excellencies the Ambassadors, and on the 9lh February received the lioTemmeat. 
nnul reply of the Porte, by wliicli practically everything which the iiiurgciits had 
naked for was granted, excepting only the demand for the removal of tho garrison. 

The Ilungchag leaders were to be expelled from Ottoman territory. CoiidUion*. 

Jlis Majesty was disposed to waive the demand for the reconstruction of 
11^*^ barracks, to remit arrears of luxation, to grant exemption of tlic tax culled 
”miri" during a few years; but the Zeitounlis were to understand that these 
favours were to be solicited frem bim by humble petition, ratlior than stated us 
conditions of surrender. 

The question of the appointment of a Christian Kuiiiiukam would bo settled 
eonfoninty with the provisions of tlic scheme of reforms. 

The Zeitounlis welcomed these liberal terms with surprise and delight, Zi-iiounlii lubmii. 

at once addressed u telegram of timnks and hoiiiugc to His Majesty, and u 
tuithcr telegram, expressing their gratitude, to ihoir Excellencies the Ambassadors. 
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f Tims Zciloun was saved, and itnincdiatelv after these events we entered the 

ZcTo'ilS Zrtl.o town tinder the escort of the peoiile, who came out to meet us with every 
capituUtioD. expression of delight and gratitude. , , . , 

It was a S|ieetncle not easily forgotten. Kvery roof was packed with 
refugees as far as the eye could reach, while those who were in houses near at 
hand rushed down to meet us and beg for food. 1 he streets were strewn with 
carcasc.s of dead animals, emitting pungent odours, from which there was no 
escape, for the .snow lay in places breast high, and our progress was slow and 

dilllcult. . 1 

At that time typhus, dysentery, and small-po.\ were raging m Acitoiin, anil 

at least eighty deatiis occurred daily. . 

u is estinmted that nearly 3,000 people must have died of disease or want 
during two months before our arrival. 

The true state of things onlv became clear some time afterwards, when I 
began to distribute from house to house the ftmds sent by the Relief Committee. 
l'roi.lt burl-tlw I then found lhat the |)eoplc, fearing to venture out into the cemeteries 

dfaa in their houiM (lurinjf thc tighliiij:, I'fwl buricd their dcftd in shallow graves, itt the h.ouscs and 
aiui nablM. slahles, or in the slieels, and it was iny first cure to have these bodies disinterred 

Afterwards things greatly improved under the kindly hand of the American 
missionaries. . ,. , , . 

Dr. Shepard. Dr. Shepard, of Aintnb, put the hospital into working order, and spent the 

greater part of March and April in nursing the sick with incessant toil until 
relieved bv Dr. Harris, of Tripoli, and a staff of native doctore fromBeyroutj 
while the' missionaries of Marasli relieved the wants of the starving both in 
Zeitoun and thc villages. 

Arnwnlan rillasw 'I'hc following Were the Armenian villages which were wholly or partially 

drsiroyi'd during dcstrovcd during thc revolt— 

rtroU. 

Fernouz. Mujuk Deresi. 

Kchan. Gcok Ponar. 

Chukur-llissur. .Inmnos Oyook. 

Shivilki. Deghirman Deresi. 

Bunduk. Daongeli. 

Yenij^-Kald. 

M<>n.T 4 t*ru». together with rhe monasteries of I'ernouz, Sourp, Purgitcli, Ycnijd Kal^, and 
Mujuk Deresi. 

Modim village* The Moslem villages destroyed were thc following:— 

deairoyed. . 

Andrin. Mosalh. 

Tnnur. Kchan. 

Dcongel, Chukur-IIissor. 

Kercmli. Bishan. 

Koshoorke. Korleil. 


Modiin villages 
destroyed. 


H'lititieor The nmnher of Armenians who perished during the reyoit from war, 

Arnioniaii losses, disease, 01 * want, WU8 probably about 0,000. I have no means ot estimating the 
losses of the Moslem population, but 1 should say they were insignificant in 
comparison. 

Lxrcmiou of con. After the capitulation the Consuls remained at Zeitoun to watch over the 

ditioiis of surrender, oxccutioii of the conditions of surrender, but up to the present moment they 
remain incomplete. 

Huuchsgs espeUed. On the IJlth February the Hunchag leaders left Zeitoun under escort, and 
accompanied by my Dragoman and cavass, who were charged not to lose sight of 
tlicni until they Imd been embarked for Marseilles at the port of .Mersina. 

They finaily sailed on the 1‘ith March. 

Collection of It was naiurally understood that as soon as thc Zeilounlis should have 

Msrtini rifles. surrendered the Marlin! rillcs the troops, with the exception of tho ordinary 

gari ison would he withdrawn. Theretorc every effort was made to induce the people 
to bring them in, but it proved to he a matter of considerable difficulty. 
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After a fortnight’s search forty-eiglit only were missing, which the Zeitounlis declared The missing rifles 
had been lost during the war. This explanation was accepted by us and by thc Ottoman 
Delegates, who reported the fact to Constnatinoplc, and it was understood that thc 
question was settled ; yet, three weeks later, thc Poiie renewed the demand for the 
missing rifles, probably as a pretext for not withdrawing thc troops. 

In thc meantime, these were employed in thc construction of a carriage road from 
Zeitoun to th^c Hamidid Bridge, intended no doubt to facilitate the passage of artillery in 
the event of Zeitoun again taking up arms. 

At length, after lung delay, the Porte waived their demand, anti on the 21st April Withdrawal of 
the troops were withdrawn. troops from 

The Porte then endeiivtiured to evade its obligation to appoint a Christian Kiiimukam 
at Zeitoun, and appointed Mahmt>ud Bey, a Mussulman of Marash; hut in consctjucnce 
of uclion taken by thc Powers, the Sultan has now issued au Irade nominating a Christian 
to the post. 

Unfortunately the mediation of the Powers at Zeitoun could not do more than avert Future of Zl-Iiouh 
the immediate danger. The future of Zeitoun is likely to be a very storiny one, owing to 
the acute hostility of the Moslem population, which has practically cut tliein off from com* 
munieation with thc outer world. 

Londoti, June 18, 1890. 


No. 205. 


Mr. Herbert to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received June 23.^ 

(No. 231.) ' 

(TcU’^aphic.) P. Constantinople, June 23. 1896, lO’SO a.m. 

^ ICE-CONSUL WILLIAMS telegraphed yesterday from Van as follows:— 
“There was a disturbance this morning which is now' apparently all over; 15,000 
were saved under the British flag. The regular troops and (lie authorities behaved 
well. Alwut *100 Armenians wore killed in (he town, and a eonsiderablc number of 
soldiers and some officers. All Europeans sale, also their property; hut I fear great 
destruction of villages by Kurds. The destruction of house property has becu very 
considerable, but a largo number of bouses near the Consulate were saved. 

“ There is great neetl of rolief work.” 


(N 473 ) Merberl to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received June 24.) 

Tmrr Theriipio, June 19, 1896. 

Mil II referonco to my telegram No. 216 of to-dav, I have the honour to 
^port that two Armenians wero hanged at an carlv hour of the morning of tho 
loth instant for tlie murder some time ago of a policeman namwl Khalil liiTendi. 
llu! two individuals (wliosc names were respectively Toros Oghlou Ussep and Agob 
Ugdilou Kevork), were, it would scorn, undoubtedly parties to the murder of tho 
pohreman who sought to arrest them w hile in tho act of extorting money, l>v means 
of tliroateuing letters, from an official named Shahbag EfTeudi (a renegade Annenian); 
tlieir trial was conducted publicly', and their condemnation seems to have been 
4 , ^ sufficiently convincing evidence. Tho men wero exoeuictl respectively on 
the hndgo at (inlata, and at Parmnk Kapon, Stamhoul, in the presence of a large 
luunlier of officials, a priest having first administered tho hist sacraments to tiio 
condomntKl men. 

It is generally admitted (and chiefly so by tho Armenians subjeoted to this 
2 * ^ 1 ? i”* jdackmail) that it was high time that some such striking jmnisliment 
Biiould bo inflicted on the persons affiliated to revolutionary societies, who have for 
months been engaged in extorting money by threats from their wealthier compatriots; 
cut the Armenians recognize with dismay that only Christians over suffer the death 
penalty for immler, and that though 00,000 of their follow' countrymen have been 
u ehered during the past ten mouths, not a single Turk has ever been brought to 
justice in connection with these awful events. 

I have, &c. 

__ (Signed) MICUAEL U. IIEIIBEUT. 

[ 701 ] 3 u 
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No. 907. 

^fr. Herbert to the Marquess of SaHshurtj.—{Received June 2+.) 

{No. 232.) 

(Tcli'^Mpliic.) P. Constantinople, June 24, 1890, 1 a.m. 

fllK following (ologram was received from llie Vice-Consul at Diarbckir 
y(*sNTday:— 

“ Tihu’c is no change in tl»e situation here. Is this Vali goinc to l)o left licro to 
carry <»ut anotlier massacre? A Committee of Turks, including the General of Brigado 
ami the head of police, has been foi'mcd by him for that purpose.” 

Strong representations in regard to the removal of tlic Vali were made yesterday 
by the Preneh Ambassador and myself both at the Palace and the Porte. 


No. 20S. 

^fr. Herbert to the Marquess of Salisbunj.—{Received June 24,) 

(No. 2:u.) 

(Tele;rj*;i]»lnc.) P. Constantinople, June 24,1890, 10‘46 A.M. 

r ItliCKIVKi) a telegmm from Vice-Consul Williams last night, stating that the 
rebels art! reportetl to have cut up .Mahommedan villages in their retreat, which may 
bring {ilM)ut reprisals by the Kurds. 

lie adds situation at Van is still dangerous. 


No. 209. 

Mr. Herbert to the Marquess of Salisbury.^{Received June 25.) 

{No. 235.) 

(Telegraphic.) 1'. Constantinople, June 25, 1890,10'30 a.m. 

f UEciilVIiO the following telegram from Mr. Graves at Erzeroum. dated tho 
2'4lhJune:— , ^ 

“ Vali has given me the following information respecting the disturbance at \ an: 
“They began on the loth June,and aaer four or «ve days order was rostoi-cd, but 
as seveml Uiousjiml Kurds surrounded the city, there is still ilanger. Tho missionaries 
and Her Majesty’s Viee-Cousul are safe, tliough the latter was tired at by tho 
Armimians. The number of victims is unknown. 

“ One battalion and two squadrons from Erzijroum, two battalions from Klmrput, 
and one from Mmish, stalled some days ago for Van. One battalion from Erzinginn 
g(M‘s to Kegbi, and anolbcr i.s coming bero. For tlio present the exiKKlilion against 
tho l)«‘rvisii Kurds se<!ms to liave liccn abandoned.” 


Mr. Herbert to the Marquess of Salisbury.— {Received June 25.) 

(No. 236.) 

(Tcle*'ra])liic.) P. Constantinople, June 25, 1896,10 30 A.M. 

MAJOll WILLI.VM8 telegraphed last night that everytUiug is going weU at 
Van, and that ho believra that all is milly over tlicro now. 


No. 211. 

Mr. Herbert to the Marquess of Salisbury.^ {Received June 25.) 

iTclc'Taphie.) P. CorjWari/i»o;>fe, June 25, 1890, 10‘30 a.m. 

'fUE Druse rising. , , , , , , . 

Her Majesty’s Consul-General at lk‘yrout has telegraphed that lie Las heard that 
ton haltuUons of Syrian Uedifs have l>een mobilized, and that more are coming from 
Snloniea. . ^ , m , « i 

A vessel lias amvixl at Bevrout from Smyrna with 229 men, under falicr Pasha. 
The Porto has informed nlo that altogether twenty-five liaUalious of Kodifs have 
biMMt culled out in Syria. 
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No. 212. 

Mr. Hetbert to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received June 25.) 


(No. 289.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, June 25,1896, 3*0 p.m. 

REFEUllING to my telegram No. 215 : Yesterday another Armenian wlio had 
been convicted of muiilcr, was Imng in Constantinople. 


No. 213. 

Major IVilUams to Sir P. Currie.—{Received at the Foreign Office, June 29.) 

(No. 10.) 

Sir, l''an. May 27, 1890. 

I HAVE the honour to rejyort tliat tho condition of this district romnins anything 
but satisfactory. During the past week there have been two cases in which iVrmcnian 
revolutionaries have attacked Kurds. In the first aasD three Kurds were killed and 
two w'oiinded, and in the second case two or three were killed. In either the bodies 
are stated to have been shwkingly mutilated. An attempt ivas also made by tho 
same Society to kill a prominent Anncnian Iwnker who lives nearly opposite my 
house. He sent round to me to ask for assistance, and I sent my cavass to the guanl, 
which succeeded in an*esting tlirtHJ men in his gjirdcn. Yostcrd.iy afternoon an 
Armenian, known to ho a prorainent revolutionist, was assassinated just outside tbo 
town. It is probahle that he was killed by Kurds, as he was one of tho party which 
came in from Persia last autumn, and whose encounter with the Kurds was the 
beginning of the plundering, &c., which took place here. 

Perhaps the most unfortunate aspect of thcciuestion is the split which has occurred 
among the more prominent officials here. 'Die Tnspeettir of Koforins, Snadeddln P.islia, 
who did nothing during his military promeimde amongst the Kurds, has deelarcil 
liimsclf in direct and open oppo.sition to the Vali, He is now supported by Shemsi 
Pasha, the local Perik, who used to be the Vali’s chief supporter. The latter, though 
faimtical, I believe to he an honest man, who thinks that strong mmsurcs should be 
taken against the revolutionary ]>arly in tliis town. Pei*sonally, I think lie is to a 
certain extent right, but as I told him two days ago, the Kunls must l>e punished at 
the same time if there is to be ponnanent peace in this country. The Vali, who talks 
most freely to me, is of the opinion tliat some of the Kurdish Chiefs must be exiled. 
He is anxious to catch the nwolutionary Chief also, but is of opinion that the small 
fry should be left alone. I have entered into tliesi* details to show how lujeessary it is 
that Shakir Pasha sliould come hero as soon as possible. He is respected by both 
Turks and Christians, and is tlie only person at present available who can maimgo 
this district. 

As regards tho alleged raid of the Nestorinnson tho Kurds, I can find out nothing 
alwut it. Certainly nothing happened like what your Excellency inqiiirod about. 
The. Ncstorians arc ^lerfoctly quiet, and I can hoar of no feeling against them. I have 
just heard of an unjust d(!mand for taxation hy tho local authorities at Zulamerik. uud 
shall bring the matter to the Vali’s notice to-morrow. 

I liavc, »Sx!. 

(Signed) \V. II. "WILLIAMS, 


No. 214. 

Mr. Herbert to the Marquess of Salisburu.—{Received June 29.) 

(No. 474.) 

My Lord, June 20, 1696. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordsliip herewith copy of a ilesjMitch 
N^'bieb I have received from Her Majesty's Consul at Jorusahuu, reporting thu 
consecratiOL. of a llussian Church close to the Chiircb of the Holy Sepulchre. 

I have, i&e. 

(Signed) MICHAEL H. HEIUIKUT. 












Inclosurc in No. 214r. 
Consul Dickson to Mi‘. Herbert. 


Jerusaletn, June 6, 1890. 

AVriH rcferenco to inv dospatolips of tho 12tU and 15th Ootobor, W93, 
TCspcctivelv, in wliich I iei>ortfd an misnceessful attempt on the part of the 
“Russian Palestine Soeietv" to open a Russian school in their huildiug contiguous to 
the Church of the Holy Scinilchiv, I have the honour to inform you that the Society 
had, in the same huilding, fitted up a church dedicated to St. Alexander Revsky, hut 
that hitherto they have hecn unable to have it consecrated, the Greek latriarch 
refusing to iierform this ceremony on the plea that no Rinnan had yet heeii issueal for 
the e'.meh but in reality fi-om a disinclination to encourage tho pretensions of Russia 
to intevf..re in the Greek Orthoilox religious services in the Holy City. 

Uceeiitlv. however, the Greek Patriarch received a letter from His Slajesty the 
Emperor of Russia, specially reciucsting his Reatitmle to perform the ecromony in 
(luestioii, and the 3r<t instant was aecoixlingty chosen for the consecration. Ihe 
religious sen-ice, which was celebralisl by the Patriarch with very griait solemnity, was 
attended by the Acting Russian Consul-General and all the stalt of the Cousuhitc in 
full uniform; hv Geimral Alexis Neidliart, Secretary to the late hmperor and who is 
aoniii on a visit to .lerusalem; hv the Russian Archimandrite, and by the Russian and 
Greek clergy, as well as bv a large number of Russian pilgrims and natives At the 
conclusion of the ceremony tho Palestine Society gave an entertainment to the 
Patriarch, tho Acting Russian Consul-General, and tlic Greek and Russian clergy in 
their Imildings, whicdi were gaily decorated with Hags for the occasion. 

This ceremony of consecration, although of not much signmcancc in 
assumes consiilemhlc importance nhen viewed in connection with llussian jxnitical 
aims towards securing a control over the church of the Holy Sepulchre, and con- 
sequcntlv over the Giwk elercy in tho East. The church just consecrated is m close 
proximitV to that of the Holy v^cpulchre, and heforo long somo pretext will readily bo 
found for interference in the great anniml religious festivals whicli tako place in tno 

latter edifice. ^. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) JOHN DICKSON. 


No. 216. 

Mr. Herbert to the Mar(iuess of Salisburif.—{Received June 29.) 

llwd,^ C'oH5tan/i»op/c, June 20,1896. 

W ITH refei'ciico to inv dcs|>atch No. 110 of tho 8th instant, I have the honour 
to forward to vour l.'U'dship'Ucn’with copy of a despatch which 1 have rccoiyed from 
Her .Maiestv’s Vice-Consul at Adana, rciwrtiug tho massing of troops on tho coast, 
tho deiKivturc of troops for Crete, and tho general inefficiency of tho troops m Asia 
Minor. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) JIICIIAEL U. HKllDEKl'. 


Inolusuro in No. 2L5. 

?^iCf-Con«u/ Massy to Sir P. Currie. 

vjjj. SlersinOt June 3,1890. 

1 HAVE the honour to ro|)ort that the 'IHirkish authorities continue to mass 
troops, towards tlie coast, from Swddieh to Adnlia. 

There aro some 20,000 men on tho coast in the Province of Adana. 

During tlie lust few days somo li'oops, 1,600 to 2,000 in all, liavo licon shipped 

towanls Croto. , , x i. c 

Tin* object of tho massing of troops towards the coast apiKsvrs to bo a tcareu 
landing by the British—an idea origiuatci!, doubtless, by somo other Power. 

These* wretched troops nro unclothed, unfed, unpaid, and unprovided with any 
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xesen’o of ammimition beyond some fifty rounds carried personally. They arc discou- 
tented and semi-mutinous. fi'ho cavalry consists of a few men mounted on miserable 
ponies, and artillery there is none. 

These remarks apply to all tho troops seen in Asia Minor since my arrival. In 
these remote parts any money forthcoming from Constantinople, which is not much, 
barely suffices for the need of those through whose hands it posses, and the equipment 
for which it is granted remains unprovided. 

Tho military state of this country is miserable. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) P. H. H. MASSY. 


No. 216. 

Mr. Herbert to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received June 29.) 

(No. 476.) ^ 

My Jjbrd, Constantinople, June 20, 1890. 

I H.WE tho honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a desjiatcli 
which I have received from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Adana, reporting on the 
general political condition of the province, and tho improvement that has so far l>een 
attained. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) MICHAEL H. HERBEIIT. 


Inclosure in No. 210. 

Vice-Consul Massy to Sir P. Currie. 

,, , , . Mersina, June 3, 1806. 

i ilAVE the honour to subimt to your Excellency tho following General 
Iwport on tlie political and economical state of my province, based upon personal 
observation since my arrival, and during my recent journey to tho north ana oast of 
the province. 

The Mussulman population, as w'cll as tho majority of Turkish officials, foster a 
moling of liatrod, and a desire for revenge for their resistance at SSeitoun, against the 
Christians, quite ignoring the acts of brutality committed by themselves throughout 

Ihoy display this by their general behaviour, by overt acts of oppression, such 
as excessive pressure in tho ^ collecting of taxes, oven from poverty-stricken 
families, seizure by force and without payment of articles by the soldiery and others 
m the Imzanrs and villages, erwting into prison on false evidence, malti'catment of 
Christians who venture to their fields, and by many other acts, which would make it 
apprar as though it were n fixed plan to drive these people into open revolt in order 
to give a plausible oxouso for fuidhor massacre. 

11 siwation, for the mcraeiit, is outwardly quiet, but one liour may kindle a 

)hize. 1mm, rocoiitly, it was feared that tho soldiery would plunder tho principal 
mwns as they Imd received no jxiy for many months, and it was only through foreign 
Consular mtciwontion that a most serious disturbance was averted. 

I w'ould beg to rword my opinion that it is only ixissible, under present political 
comimous, to mamtaiii a certain degree of security and justice for the Cliristian 
population by means ot Consular officers who move through the more remote parts of 
the country, and who show the Govorument authorities, by their zeal and energy, that 
they arc personally informed of all tliat oecui's, and who apinair suddenly in a part 
where least oxjwcted. 1 am of oniuiou that, without such personal movement, no 
practical gwd is attained through romonstranccs, ivhich arc always met by contra- 
oicUons and prevarications, whereas tlicso arc rendered impossible if representations be 
made on ^rsonal observation and verification of reports received. 

. Hie Christian population is quiet. Tho spirit of desire to irritate the Mussulmans 
y threats of extermU aid no longer exists. They are almost completely disarmed. 

ihoso narts of the provinoo situated within the observation of foreigners, and on 
10 coast where foroigii men-of-war have been present, are almost free from danger. 

13 m the more remote districts, and where the Christian native population is 
numerous, that danger exists, and it is there that tho presence of Consular officers, 
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from time to time, is indisiwnsaWc. I have the strongest proof of this as the result of 
mv own recent journey to Hadjin, Sis, Shah, and Osmanid. 

^ lu conclusion, I would assure your Excellency that the state of this proTince is 
improving, and. if the apiiroacli of winter lirings with it no untoward event, there is a 
hope tliat the relations of the two religions towards each other may gradually improve 

I liavc olitaiucd the unimpeded distribution of relief at Iladjin, the.cleansing of 
tliat most filthy town wliioh threatened to cause an epidemic as senous as that of 
Zeitoun, patrols on roads to secure safe traific in trade and agriculture, the evacuation 
of two Cliiaslian churches turned into barracks for the soldiery, less oppression in the 
collection of taxes, greater justice in tlie trial of cases against Christians, and a more 
toicraiit feeling generally of Mussulman to Christian. 

I will ask vour E.xccUcncv to sanction, later, a second visit to those parts, the 
most important of my province, so as to endeavour to complete what has, so far, only 

been commenced. . 

I have, &o. 

(Signed) E. H. H. MASSY. 


No. 217. 

Mr. Herbert to the Marquess of Salisburq.—(Received June 29.) 

Mv Ixud,^ Constantinople, June 20,1896. 

I 1LVV13 the honour to forward to your Lordship hcrcwitli copy of a despatch 
whicli I liavo received from Ilev Majesty’s Consul-General at Bagdad, forwarding a 
Report from the British Consular Agent at Mosul. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) MICHAEL H. HERBElll'. 


Inclosiirc 1 in No. 217. 

ConsttUQeneral Mockler to Sir P. Currie. 

Bagdad, Mag 23,1896. ^ 

1 HAVE the honour very respectfully to submit herewith, for your Excdlciicy s 
information, copy of a news-letter, dated the 13th Ifay last, from Mr. N. Rassam, 
British Consular Affont at Mosul. 

I have, &o. 

(Signed) E. MOCKLER, Colonel. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 217. 

Mr. Rassam to Consul-General Mockler. 


Mosul, May 13,1806. 

I HAVE the honour to report that Sheikh Maaruf and Scyycd Ahmed ElTcudi. 
about wiiom X communicated some information in my letter No. 16, arrived at M(>sul 
last week, and were at the same moment cast into i)rison by the order ot lus Excel¬ 
lency Abdullah Rasha, but aftor about thirty-six hours they were released and forced 

to leave Mosul. , *11 c - 

On the 7th of this month a Kaimukam, named Kamil ElTendi, arrived here from 
Constantinople for Zako, and after waiting upon hU Exccllouoy the IVali, proceeded 
to the place of his duties with neccssarv onlers ; his predecessor was omered to return 
to Chamchamal, one of the districts of Suloimanieb. 

nis Excellency summoned llaji Agha, Oliiof of the Kochar tribe, Kaimakum 
(Lieutenant-Colonel) of the Ilamidioh troops, to inquire into the uumoious ooniplainU 
made against him, and after obtaining Imperial orders for his being put to trial, 
cauBod his sword and insignia of rank to bo taken from him, and liimself to bo cMt 
into prison, and directed t)^c of First Instance to hoar tho complaints mado 

against him. llis Excellency sent an officer to count his sheep and the sheep of ms 
tribe of which he, through his influence, has concealed from the officer more than 
lialf in past years. 
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Tho late Wali left Mosul the day before yesterday, viA Dcir, without getting- 
an Imperial grant which he expected for the expenses of his journey. 

Some days ago u detachment of troops having attacked tho tribe of Ilakarioh 
located in the district of Akr, and taken about 2,000 sheep and numerous cattle, 
brought them to town yesterday, and tho authorities commenced selling them. 

His Excellency tho IVali is said to have summoned to town all the tribal Chicis 
of the district of Akr, Zibar, Amadieh, and Dhok, being disturbers and oppressors, in 
order to place them in arrest, and perhaps to banish some of them. 


No. 218. 

Mr. Herbert to the Maryuess of Salisbury.—(Received June 29.) 

(No. ISO.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, June 21,1896. 

M^rrH reference to Sir R. Currie’s despatcli No. 307 of tlio 7th ultimo, I have 
the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which I have 
received from Her Mniesty’s Vice-Consul at Eiarhekir, with regard to tho non-cxccu- 
tiou of tho reforms and affairs in tho vilayet. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) MICHAEL H. HERBERT. 


Inclosure in No. 218. 
ricr-ConsKi Hallward to Mr. Herbert. 

Sir, Diarbekir, June 9, 1890. 

I HAVE had the honour to receive Sir R. Currie’s Circular despatches of tho 8th 
and 9th ultimo on the subject of tho proposed reforms and Shakir Rasha's tour of 
inspection. 

With regard to the paper of questions inclosed in tho first of tho above despatches 
it would bo useless to attempt to nil it up, simply because not ouly has there been no 
question of carrying out the reforms in this vilayet, hut no attempt has been mmle to 
repair the damage done to the Christians during the massacres, and until their wives 
and daughters are restored to them, and something done to render the ruined villages 
babitable, and assure to them tlic hare means of existence, it ivouUl he a mcro mockery 
to talk about instituting reformed nahiiSs, “ Conscils des Anciens,” &c. 

Summer is now advancing and harvest approaching, and thousands of Christians 
arc still houseless and without means of reaping or storing whatever crops Ihero may be. 
Throughout the vilayet there is the greatest anxiety among the Christians not for tho 
application of reforms but simply for their existence in the near future. Tho Kurds 
continue to threaten, and those who did not take part in the massacro and pillage, or 
protected the Christians, now openly express their regret, as they lost a chanoo of 
enriching themselves and appear to ho regarded with disfavour by tho Government, 

I found a similar statu of feeling among the Syrians of Mardiii to what exists 
among the Armenians here, though the former have not sulTered to tho same extent 
as the latter. There are no Gregorian Armenians there, and only some 1,500 Armenian 
Catholics out of a tohal Christian population in the town of perhaps 12,000. There is, 
therefore, no “ Armenian question ” thero. and generally Christians and Moslems live 
togetlior on unusually good terms, but I found the same fears expressed with regard 
to the future, and complaints of inaction and apatliy on tho part of tlic Government in 
checkinjj the Kurds or helping the Christians. None of the Kurds who raided the 
villages in that district have been punished any more tlian elsewhere. 

Tho Vnli returned on the 7tli instant from the district of Silouau, leaving it in 
a worse cuiulitiou than ho found it, which is saying a good deal. I have already had 
tho honour to rojKirt on tho had elfect proilucc<ri)y the return to that district of iladji 
Feshid Aga in comixiny with the Vali; this took place on the 9th ultimo, and tho 
conduct of tho Vali while ho has been there does not scum to liavo been such as to 
reassure tho Christians, who eomplaiu tliat the attitude of tho Kurds has become more 
hostile than before. The Vali found fault with a certain Mohammed Eflendi, a 
Captain in tho army, who did a groat deal to ])rovcut a massacre in tho tow’ii of 
Parkin, and tlireatcnod to have him removed, and in general showed himself entirely 
hostile to tho Christians and indisjioscd to listen to or remedy their grievances. 

















AVitli regard to Shakir raslia’s proi^oscd visit here, I consider that unless he first 
seriously takes in hand the question of recovering the Clirisiian captives, men, women, 
and cliiidrcu (in soiiu) Kurdish villages, especially in the Bisherri district there are 
sevenil of hoth sexes), and of restoring the Cliristiaii villages and securing to the 
Cliristian villagers in gcnci-al their means of existence, and unless the Vail and one or 
two other prominent olTendcrs among the ofiieinls, such as Aziinct Pasha, the Hca<l of 
the (jondai*mcric,aro dismissed, he will do more harm than good by trj'iiig to inaugurate 
almrtivc schemes of reform. There will be time enough to institute other reforms 
when these fundamental ones sliall have been obtained. 

According to lists 1 have had dmwn uiK)n the spot there are upwards of 31,u00 
Christians in various degrees of destitution in the districts of Diarbckir, Silouan, Bisherri, 
and Lidja, about 0,500 in the ilavdin Province, and many more in Palou, Chinkoosh, 
Chermook, and Sevcrck. The numbers show no tendency to dimmish, but rather the 
reverse. TJulcss something is done for these people more than the distribution of 
relief which enables them to live from day to day, it looks as if more were likely to die 
of hunger next winter than died in the massacres last November. 

Possibly it might do some good if Sbakiv Pasha were definitely instructed from 
Constantinople to (levoto his attention primarily (o the points I have mentioned and to 
find a i-cmcdy for this state of things. He ought to visit some of the villages in the 
districts himself, and not to trust to mendacious reports irom the local authorities, ami 
also sec for himself that whatever remedies he may suggest arc really applied. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) 0. M. HALLWARD. 


No. 219. 

Herbert to the Marquess of Halisburu,—‘(Received June 29.) 

(No. 481.) 

My Lord, Constantinople^ June 24,1896. 

I HAVB the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which T have received from Her Jfajesty’s Vice-Consul at ICliarput reporting that a 
collection is being made by the authorities for the relief of the destitute iu the 
Maamurct-uUAziz district. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) MICHAKL H. HEEBERT. 


Inclosuro in No. 210. 

Vice-Consul Fontana to Mr, Herbert. 

Sir, Kharput, June 6 , 1890. 

WITn reference to my tclc^m of the 4lh instant reporting that relief funds 
intrusted to Mi*. Gates for distribution were exhausted, and to my despatch of the 
27th ultimo, regarding the condition of the inhabitants of certain villages 1 had lisited, 
I now lmv(‘ the honour to report that the authorities hero have begun to raise, in the 
following manner, a suhscTiptioii for the indigent in tliis province. 

Tickets bearing the names of the subscribers, and specifying the sum to bo con¬ 
tributed by each of them, arc scut to such Armenians and Mussulmans in the town ns 
are in a condition to contrihule. TJio civil functionaries arc furtlier, I am iufonued, 
invited to pay a certain percentage from their salaries townnls this relief fund, in 
proportion to the amount of remnnoration received by them. 

The money thus collected may, if fairly distributed, help to temporarily relievo a 
few of the destitute and homeless in the vilayet, but will hardly lessen the*gravity of 
the situation of the Armenians in general of these parts. The food, bedding, clothes, 
and money distributed by tho various Relief Committees have sufficed hitherto to 
kecj), Ulr. Gatos tells me, tho people alivo for tho time being, without, however, 
materially affecting tlicir future prosjiects, which, at present, he considers as woU-uigh 
hopeless; as, after exhausting tho little money and food material received, the 
majority of them rclapso into their previous misery through tho lack of means for 
reinstating tliemsolves in their former trades or avocations. 

Mr. Gates further informs me that there will bo an urgent demand, before tho 
Jiarvcst can be reaped, for a fresh distribution of food among tho villagers of tho 
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Kharput Plain, and that if no further funds ore forthcoming, tho Rod Cross Society 
may feel compelled to provide for the more immediato needs of the people, and in t^t 
case will bo unable to continue fu rnishin g the oxen, farming implements, and tools 
required for more permanent relief. 

I have, &o. 

(Signed) RAPHAEL A. FONT.VNA. 


No. 220. 

Mr. Herbert to the Marquess of Salisbury.“(Recemd June 29.) 

(No. 482.) 

My Lord, ConstantinoplCj June 24,1896. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
whidi I have received from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Kliarput on the subject of tho 
formation of now nahi4s and the appointment of tbeir Mudirs, 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) MICHAEL H. HERBERT. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 220. 
Vice-Consul Fontana to Mr, Herbert. 


Sir, Kharputt June 7,1896. 

I HAVE the honour to incloso herewith translation of a paragraph published in 
tho “Maamurot-ul-Aziz" of last week relative to the formation of nabids and tho 
election of their Mudirs. 

Sami Bey, member of the Commission of Control, who is now at Kharput, 
informed mo, in the course of a conversation upon tho subject of reforms, that the 
delimitation of the nahids would bo tho first stop in tho execution of tho reforms 
contemplated in this vilayet. 

I have, &o. 

(Signed) RAPHAEL A. FONTANA. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 220. 

Extract from the ** ^faamuret^ul^’Aziz.*' 


(IVanslation.) 

ONE item in tho schome of lm])erial reforms being the formation of nahi^s 
and tho appointment of ^ludirs to tho districts delimitated from among tho villages 
attached to tho chief town of tho vilayet, certain persons 6ho6en by tho dooision of the 
Adniiiiistrativo Council from among the various civil functionorios and religious Hoads 
of the province, will shortly proceed to tho various‘'carids” (hamlets) to tmee up their 
duties and su[>oriutcud tho election of the ^Mudirs in question. 


No. 221. 

Mr, Herbert to the Marquess of SalishuTy,^(Reeeived June 29.) 

(No. 488.) 

My Lord, ComtantinopUi June 24,1896. 

I HA\T3 the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Her Majesty's Vice-Consul at Sivas rei>orting tho arrival 
of Sliakir Pasha, and making suggestions with regard to certain of tno reforms. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) MICHAEL H. HERBERT. 
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Incloauro in No. 221. 

Vice-Consul JIulman to Mr. Herbert. 

Sinus. June 16,1896. 

r HAVE tho lionour to report that Shakir Pasha arrivert here yesterday. ITo 
was mol at some distance from tL town hy representatives of the 9 “' 

and Protestant Armenians, and received with apparent enthusia.sm. i ■ ... 

nn the nart of tlie Greeks, Imt I .am infomed this was an oversight, and has no political 
lignitSef. ‘’mSVa^a intends to leave f-Kt.-pnt in a^ut throe^ »nd 
to return to Sivas next winter, after harang visited the Vi ayets of Bitlis, \ an. ana 
Diarhckir When at Ereinian, he informed mo that ho had draided to go 
?eS a,^ not visa Sivas tilj the antnmn, hnt -hen he found 

to Eiarbekir was impas.sal.lo for oamap.s. he hgf ^2 Sa-Ilis^r was 

docU\cA to ao to Kai-a-IIissnv, and by that route to Sivas. ihe roaa to Ji.ara lua^t 
found to teduito imprnctic.able for carriages, and almost dangerous for ho^es, “nd h® 
wrleoS oSed to come stroightlo Sivas by Enderes ^ml 

to remove tho ^ovcrnmoiit to a more central place, h'J* 0“ 

instead, to alter tho division of some of tho cazas, and by this, to hrnj i^nderes m 
in the centre of its district, and better adapted to the needs ofj 

.? s'lsrisKA'. 

"’"^"f^vo as authority for my statement “ T"q.«io'VA^'O If 

also said that in the present state of tension and animosity that cxifs in ttis lUstiiot; 
between Turks and Armenians, it was inexpedient to oir\"‘9'"" ^'2“ ,“u 

tint neccssniy to wait till the two races were morn rcooncilod before doing so. in tins 
I coS^fJi^ly? but I expressed a hope that Christian lluav.ns svourd ho shoH^ 
appointed, as^such appointments might hasten the •■^oo^ihahou hetween the 
rors. whieh ho consVlercd so neccs.sary to wait for and I mentioned Kara-Uissar 
tiiifl fiimin ns two ulflccrt whoro a larjifo Christian population existed. 

? rSrod )^srto ?he system of eolleeting {axes, by means of sending zaphelm 
into the villages, and hoped this would bo put an end to, and special agents appointed. 

1 stated that it was my eonviotioii that these Councils were impraetKablc, “ fhe 
LuU bo no fiwlom in either the cleolion of members or expression ot ^ 

mmdarmes ivero availaWe for such duties and tho appointment of a new foroe 

s ...... 

delayed till tho autumn. ^ 

(Signed) P. BUEMAN. 
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No. 222. 

Mr. Herbert to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received June 29.) 


M^y Lord,^ Constantinople, June 1896. 

WITII reference to my despatch No. 466 of tho 7th instant, I have tho honour 
to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which I have received from 
Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Mush, reporting that orders have now been received 
annulling all the arrangements made for new nabids in the aandjak, and that all tho 
recently apiiointcd Mudirs have conscquontly been dismissed. 

I have, &C. 

(Signed) MICHAEL H. HERBERT. 


Inclosure in No. 222. 
Vice-Consul Hampson to Mr. Herbert. 


gjy Mush, June 10,1896. 

’ WITH reference to my despatch of tho 1st June, I have tlio honour to inform 
you that orders have now boon received here annulling all tho arrangements made for 
now nahids in this sandjak. In accordance with these orders, tho nahids will now be 
distributed as follows: ’Mush Caza.six; Mclasgird, tour; Varto, six; Boulanik, three; 
Sasoun, six. , 

All the newlv appointed Mudirs have therefore been dismissed, which, in nearly 
every case, is a distinct gain. It remains to be seen whether those subsequently 
chosen are an improvement. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES S. ILVMPSON. 


No. 223. 


■Ifr. Herbert to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received June 29.) 


(No. 486.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, June 24,1896. 

ON receipt of Major 'Williams’ telegram of the 16th instant, which I repeated to 
your Lordship in my telegram No. 212 of the 17th instant, I instructed Mr. Block to 
make representations to the Jlinisler for Foreign Alfairs on the subject of the critical 
state of affairs at Van, and to request his Excellency to send telegraphic iiistriietions 
both to the civil and inilit.ary authorities there to prevent further disorder and blood- 
•sbed in tho town and the ncighbourliood and outlying districts of tho province. 

In reply to this communication, Mr. Block was given a copy of a telegram which 
had been ad'dressed by the Minister for Foreign Affairs to tho Ottoman .Vmbassadors 
accredited to the six gi-cat Powers, giving the Turkish version of tho causes of the 
disturhanco, and which has doubtless been communicated to your Lordship by Costaki 
Anthopoiilo Pasha. 

On the 18th instant Mr. Block called again upon the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and tho Grand Vizier, and was shown, confuloiitinlly, tho original of this tclcgrani 
which the Porto had received from Van. He informs me that he noticed that it 
stated that the revolutionists were foroignoi’S from Persia and Russia, and, what is 
more signillcant, that tho authorities Imd not sufllcieiit troops, and strongly urged the 
necessity for reinforcements. He was also informed that the most stringent onlers 
had liocn sent by tho Porto and tlio Palace to prevent a renewal of the disorders within 
and without tho town; that tho roads leading into the town had been blocked to 
prevent tho Kurds from making an attack, and that orders had been sent to tho 
regiUar ofHcers commanding Hamidid Kurdish cavalry regiments to keep their men 
quiet, and to the loading Kurdish and Turkish Notables not to allow thoir followers to 
move. 

Mr. Block dwelt on the necessity of restraining the Kurds and preventing 
massacres, and pointed out that, according to the reports received by this Embassy, 












the Vilayet of A'’au was gonorally iu a disturlwtl state, and that it prompt and 
oflicacious measures were not taken the disturbances would spread to the surrounding 
districts, and even to Bitlis and Slush, and he reminded the Grand Vizier and Minister 
for foreign Affairs that tier Slajesty’s Embassy had given the Porto timely warning, 
and had begged them to send Shakir Pasha to Van to restore order. The Grand 
Vizier replied that it was now too late, as Shakir Pasha was in the S'ilayet of Sivas, a 
distance of 130 horn's march, hut his lUghness trusted that the mcasmres wliich wore 
being taken by the Porte would have a salutary effect. lie denied, however, that the 
vilavet was in’ so bad a state, and said that ho believed in the ability of the Governor- 
General and Saadeddin Pasha, the Imperial Commissioner, whoso reimrt of a journey 
in the province was forwarded to your Lordship iu my despatch No. 471 of the 17th 
instant. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) MICUAEL H. HERBERT. 


Mr, Herbert to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received June 29.) 

(No. 489. Confldontial.) 

My I.ord, Tberapia, June 24, 1896. 

AT the request of the Armenian Patriareh, If. Mosditchiau, his Private Secretary, 
called on me a tew days ago to call my attention to the countless arrests of Armenians 
whicli have lately been made every day in Constantinople, and to the oontinnanco of 
the persecution of innocent Ai'mcuians by the Turkish Government throughout the 
Ottoman Dominions. 

Things had come to such a pass, he said, that his co-religionists were arrested 
now it they walked too fast iu the street, or it they walked too slow, if they smiled, or 
if they looked gloomy. Although, tor the present, there were no fresh massacres 
en ijro's the (lestniction of Armenians on detail was bcuig c.arried on everywhere, and, 
in fact, such systematic aud unrelenting persecution had no parallel in the world’s 
iiistory. 

Great pres.suro had been put upon the Patriarch during the last few months to 
induce him to resign both by the Turkish Government and by the Armenian Effendis 
or Government employds, but as long as his Beatitude thought he could be of any use 
to bis iloek he had refused to leave his post. Now, however, tliat his Beatitude saw 
that even the Six Powers, in spite of all their representations, were unable to make the 
'I'urkish Government appoint a Christian Governor at Zeitoun, he began to realize 
bow hopeless his position W'as, aud, although he had not yet fully made up his mind, 
it was probable that he would not hold out much longer; and that he would bo obliged 
to abandon his jMwple to the increy ot God. 

.Should his Be,atitudc resign, M. Mosditchiau went on to s.ay, it was not likely 
that the Turkish Govenunent would allow the Armenian Assomblv to meet tor the 
purjeose of choosing liis successor; and the Sidtan would in all probability appoint a 
creature ot his own to replace him. 

I asked 51. Atosditchian whether he believed that, if the Patriarch resigned, the 
Sultan would relax iu severity tow.ards the Armenians. Ho reidied that ho was not 
of that opinion, tor he was convinced that the Turkish Government had but one aim in 
view, and that was the extermination of the Armenian race. 

In connection with this statement I am informed, on very gOod authority, that in 
pious and rrell-regulated Mussulman households the Divine aid is now invoked iu their 
daily morning prayer to bring alwut the destruction ot all Armoui.aus. 

I liavo, &c. 

(Signed) 5I1CHAEL U. HERBERT. 


Mr, Herbert to the Marquess of Salisbury,—{Received June 29.) 

(No. 490.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, June 24,1806. 

IN continuation of my despratch No. 486 of the 24th instant, I have during the 
last live days caused repeated representations to be made to the Grand Vizier, the 
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Minister for Foreign Affairs, and the Sultan’s first Seerctary, urging the necessity of 
energetic mCasiwcs for the maintenance of order in the town of Van and its 
neighbourhood, and reminding them that Her Alajesty’s Embassy had for long pmst 
foreseen and warned the Sublime Porte that trouble was sure to occur in that 
province. Both the Palace and the Porte, as was to ho expected, tlurcw the whole 
blame for the recent disturbances on the Armenians, and declined to admit that the 
Administration was either weak or dollcicnt; they assured mo, however, that every 
possible instruction had been sent to the civil and military authorities at Van to 
maintain order and prevent any attack on the town by the Kurds, and the Foreign 
Minister has since informed mo that three battalions of infantry and some cavalry are 
being sent there. 

In regard to M.ajor AVilliams’ suggestion (see my telegram No. 217 of the 
19th instant), that a large sum of money shouldJ hj sent to Van for payment of arrears 
to the troops, the Grand Vizier stated that a certain sum was available there, and 
would be employed fer that object. 

I also requested on the 23rd instant tliat fresh instructions might be sent to the 
authorities to insure the protection of the Consuls and missionaries as well as of the 
women and children, and asked that the troops slioiUd be authorized to use their rifles 
if necessary to repel the attacks of the Kurds and the Turkish popiulation. The 
Foreign Mini.stor assured mo that the instructions to protect Consuls, Missionaries, 
and all unoffoiiding persons were most categorical, and that in case of necessity those 
requiring protection would bo received into the Citadel. 

I learn from TewDk Pasha that the Vali has tendered his rcsigmition, as he con- 
sidcra that the moment is one when the .authority should be wielded by the military. 
I understand that ho lias piroposed Saadeddin Pasha as his successor. 

In view of the cxcellcnco of Nazim Pasha’s administration, diwing his tenm'o of 
office at Van, and of the reports of Simdeddin Pasha’s character, which arc far from 
favounable, the change is to lie regretted; at the s.amo time, it will bo difficult to object 
to Saadeddin’s Pasha nomination if actually projiosed by N.azim Pasha. 

It appears after all- that the Russian Consul has uot returned to Van as was 
believed by tho Porte and the Russian Embassy, and 5Iajor Williams has therefore 
liceii acting with the Dominican Father and the Persian Consul only. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) AIICH^VEL H. HERBERT. 


No. 226. 

.1/r. Herbert to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received June 29.) 

(No. 491.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, June 24, 1896. 

ON receipt of Reports from Her Ilajcsty’a Consular officers at Beyrout and 
Damascus, Sir P. Currie caused inquiries to be made at the Siihlimo Porte w’ith regard 
to the hiirbareus acts which were committed under the eyes of tho military authorities 
at Mejdelshenis on the 2Stli November last, during the recent campaign’against the 
Druses in the llaurau. 

In reply to these representations, the inclosed documents addressed by tho Vali 
of Beyrout to the Grand Vizier, were cummiinieatcd to 51r. Block by the klinister for 
Foreign Affairs, and forwarded by Sir P. Currie to Her Majesty’s Consul-Goiieral at 
Beyrout, for any observations which he might have to offer. 

1 have now tho honour to tran.smit to your Loislship copy of Air. Drummond 
Hay’s reply. 

As your Lonlship will observe, 5Ir. Drummond Hay repeats his statement that 
the ofllcial vemioii of the incident at Alejdclslunns is incorrect, and adds that oven 
admitting that the Druses were the a^'rossora, the fact rcmaiiLs incontestable that 
Jheir villages were ransacked and burnt by the Bedouins in tho prc.senco of the 
Inrkish troops under Alomdouh Pasha. 

1 he inlmbitants took refuge in the Lebanon and other mountainous j)arts of tho 
counti'y and were only induced to return to their vilbiges in the plain on re'ceiving 
assurances from the Vali of Dauuiscus that they would not be molested. Contrary, 
however, to the pledges given by the authorities, they were subjected to most 
arbitrary treatment; several of their Sheikhs were imprisoned, alt arms were seized, 
aud tho majority of the men were enrolled for military service. 
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This incident is another example of the pmirafidea of the Turkish Government. 
Notwithstanding the puhlieation of an omcial commumoud in 

(copy of which was sent homo m Sir P. Curries despatch No. 187 of the 11th March) 
statin" that after several hrilliaut victories over the Druses, the cai^aign m tho 
Hauran was ended and order had been restored, tho state of the country 
be anythin" but satisfactory. As a matter of fact the fighting element of tho Drup 
pmmlation had never been subdued; they had merely withdrawn to the mountain 
faitiiesses of tho Hauran and the Lcgah, whilst the Turks burnt their villages m the 
plain, and were ready to recoimncnee operations as srou as the opportunity presented 
itself, as instanced bv their recent attacks on the Turkish troops reported in my 
telegrams Nos. 219 aiid 221 of the 191h instant. 

" I have, &c. 

(Signed) MICHAEL H. HEEBEllT. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 220. 

Hubstmee of a Communication from the VaU of lieyrout to the Grand I lairr, dated 
February 8,1896. 

VOTUE Altesse m’a fait savoir nue I’Ambassade d’Angleterre avait exprimd lo 

desir ^ eoimaltre Ics details de I’inoWeut Druse. Eii rdponsc, j ai Ihouneur do 
souniottre votre Alte.-so que cot incident avait did fS V'son 

il so rdduit d’apvds les rensoignements imrveims au Goiivernemont. Co lait a son 
oriSne dans la conduitc aggressive quo les Druses out usee pendant longtemps contro 
les Civeassiens ot les Bddouins, ainsi quo dans les uggreMioiis quo les Dnuscs pretuident 
avoir did commiscs dernidrement h leur ddlrimcnt par dos Ciraassiens et dcs liddoums 
u„iq.m.muTd«iis nn hut de, veiigoance. A La suite do cela, les Druses des onviran so 
smit rdunis at out attaqud d’une maniero sauvago les Cua-assiens i.t les Bedouins. 
Mais il n'y a pas lieu d’exngdrcr la porhle do cet incident iii de s-oeeuper 
de.s fiiits attribuds jadi-s aux Circassiens et aux Bddouins, et qiii ne sent en de^tif 
<110 lie simples ddlits. Le fait est quo les attrnupements des Druses out dte (lispcists 
par la gendarmerie, qui est venue au secours des Circassiens et des 
localitd^do Jledjdil-i-Chems ddpeiid du Caza de Kaiitird, sitiie dans lo Ailajet do 
Syrio 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 220. 

Habslance of a Telegram sent hy the Vali of Syria to the Vali of lieyrout, dated 
November 30,1895. 

EN viio il’empfcher uno attaque contro les Druses de IK'idil-i-Cliems, '‘''“jt 
expddid au Caza dc Kantird un nombre suffisanl de troupes rejjiilieres et do gendanne^ 
et les communicnlions udcessaircs avaient dtd faite.s aux Chefs Circassiens aiiisi quau 
Chefs do la tribu Fazl. , . . . ,.t 

Les Druses do Mcidil so trouvaient depuis quiiizo jours sm Ics mont.i,ucs a 
avaient ntlird auprds d’oux uii grand nombre dcs lours. Les reeonimiimlalmns 
lu'ccssaircs leur avaient dtd adressecs par rentivmise de minr Bey Cheiusi pom qu its 
sc dispei-sout. Jlalgrd cela, pour pouvoir mottre lours projets i\ execution '!» “» 
accuse sans raison les Circassiens d’avoir tud deux Druses, et d avoir brulo 1. iliaiui 
(le JIagbsiiiia, et out aussi mis en avant injiistement un tas d autres prdtextes i iiu 
sesoulever. Eii effet, Saiuedi, environ 1,500 cavaliers et laiitassiiis divud en deux 
camps, attaqudrent du efttd du village do Mansourah, les iins les Cueasstens et les 
autres la tribu Eazl. lU sc sent servi de lems armes aussi centre les gendurnics 
iiui avaient did eiivovds siir lea lieiix pour emiieeher cctlo aggi-cssioii. Ces deriiiers 
out ripostd et out di'ssous leur rassemblenient. Sur cela on a expedie sur les liiuix 
des forces militaires suffisantes pour snisir les Diuscs qui avaient domid lieu u ei.tto 
aggression. Tolies sont les cireonstances exactes de cet lueidcnt. 
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Inclosure 8 in No. 226. 

Consul Drummond Hay lo Mr. Herbert. 


g*y Beyrout, June 3, 1896. 

' IVITH reference to Sir Philip Currie’s despatch of the 21st April, I have the 
honour to return herewith the two documents received fixiin tho Sublime Porto 
relating to tho recent campaign against tho Druses in the Hauran, and to skate that 
the official version of tho occurrouco at Mojdil Shoms is inexact, as was pointed out in 
mv despatch of the 12th December. 1895. The Beport of tho Vali of Beyrout to the 
Grand Vizier, dated the 8tli Eebruary last, emanated from the same source, and is 
therefore equally misleading. , ,r r . 

Even admitting that the Druses were the aggressora at Mcjdil Sliems, the fact 
remains incouUistable that the Druse villages were ransiicked and burnt by the 
Bedoiuns in the presence of tho Turkish troops under ilemdouh Pasha. 

“Wlien the inhabitants, who had taken refuge in tho Lelmnon and other parU of 
the countn% subscquentlv returned to their villages wiUi assurances from the Vali of 
Damascus that they would not he molested, they were subjected to most arbitmy 
treatment. Several of their Sheikhs were imprisoned, all arms were seized, and the 
majority of tho men were om'ollcd for inilihiry service. .11 

I have now learnt from, a reliable source that instructions wore lately received by 
tile Vali of Damascus to inquire into the condition of the Druses of Hasbeya, Mejdil 
Shoms, and Koncitra, to assess tho damages and losses they sustainyl from tlio 
dcprcilalions of the Bedouins, and to waive all claims of the Government for arrears or 

The Vali immediately dismissed tho Kaimakams of llasbeya and Koncitra, luid 
dispatched a military officer to the districts with instructions to report on the claims 
and grievances of the Druses. iw n n . 

A missionary who lately visited that part of the country informed me that all the 
Druse villages had auffered more or less. Uo had passed through one entirely 

destroyed hy fire and deserted. . _ ^ x, 1 w 1 

The people were gmtcful for the removal of the Kaimakams, hut they doubted 

tlic sincerity of tbo au'thorilie.s, ami feared that the moneys raised for tiicir acooimt 

would be diverted into otiier cbanuels. 

I have, &o. 

(Signed) E. DRUMMOND HAY. 


No. 227. 

.Hr. Herbert lo the Marguess of Salisbury.—[Beceked June 29.) 

(No. 492. Confidontial.) . 

My Lord, Therapta, .June 24, lb96. 

^ I HAVE tbo honour to inclose copy of a despatch which I have received from 
3lr. Pitzmaurice, written at Aleppo, roporting on the manner in wliicb tlie membets 
ot the Birejik Commission have achsl so far, and suggesting that lie should have an 
official or scmi-offiiaal status on the Commission. 


Mr. Fitzinaurice telcgraplicd to mo from Birojik on tbo I7tli instant in the same 
e, hut I informed him in reply that I did not think it advisable tliat he should 



form part of it. ilorcovcr, if he had an official sUUus on the Conunissioii he would, 
to a certain extent, become responsible for its actfon and its conclusions, which noiild 
he obviously undesirable. 

Pending your lAUtlshiji^a instructions, therefore, and unless Mr. hitzmauricc 
telegraphs that he is unable to accomplish anything without being officially recognized 
as a member of the Commission, 1 do not pre^mse to take any action with tho 
authorities here in tho sense lie suggests. 

I have matle tho necessary arrangements in regard to his cypher, and T shall not 
fail to support his proposals for the punishment of certain Mussulmans at Bivejik, aa 
soon as I hear from him. 
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A very strong feeling against ^tr. Fitzmaurice unfortunately exists at tliis 
monicnt in Turkish ofTicinl circles, owing to the recent publication of his Reports, and 
I am iiifonned that a missionary, named Cljristie, who visited Birejik a short time 
ago ill connection with some relief work, was shot at by Mussulmans, “who mistook 
him for a Consul/* 

I liavo reiM-’atcdly rccpicstcd the Grand Vizier and the ^tinistcr for Foreign 
AfTairs to lake every measure to protect ^Ir. Fitzmaurice and to iusui*o his safety, but 
in view of the spirit of fanaticism which prevails in the Birejik district, I confess 
that T shall be considerably relieved when his mission is concluded. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) :iIIGnAEL H. HERBERT. 


Jnclosuiij in No. 227. 

Vice-Consu! Filzmnuricc to Mr. Herbert. 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, Aleppo, June 12,1896. 

ON my arrival here the Vali informed me that he had no information or instruc¬ 
tions regarding the Birejik Commission or myself. At my request he inquired, by 
telcgrapli, of the Ka'imakain of Birejik concerning the whcrealxmts of the Com¬ 
mission. The Kaiinakum replied that, since the Commission’s recent visit to and 
departure from Bircjik, ho bad no knowledge of its movements, but on the following 
(lay ho tclegraphc(l to the Vali that the Commission liad suddenly returned to 
Birejik. 

Tiiis Commission on its recent visit to Birejik proceeded to the Armenian church 
lately converted into a mosque, npjilauded the conduct of the converts in having so 
tmnsformed it, remarked that there were hut two things wanting, viz., a minaret and 
a water-supjdy for ablution purposes, and then proceeded to officially inaugurate it by 
performing their “Namaz” in it. 

I refinin from comment. 

T have induced the Vali to give me letters to the Birejik authorities, stating that I 
am to take j»art in the proceedings of the Commission, and as I am convinced the 
Commissioners have no instructions to tlmt effect, I pi'csume that on my arrival there 
they will apply for instructions on the subject from Constantinople; and should you 
(IccMii fit to make representations in the s.amo sense to the Palace, His liinjcsty might 
coiusont to give me an oflieial or semUofficial status on the Commission, an arrange¬ 
ment which would greatly increase my power of doing good. 

'I'hc Vali has done so at my request, and without instructions from Constantinople, 
an«l I would hog that his action may not be mentioned to the Constantinople 
authorities, as it would expose him to reproach. 

In my Ourfn rejiort, I mentioned that the oiilv way to prevent the continued 
(Ihastimis consequences, and probable renewal of the recent disorders, is the stem 
punishment, not by the ordinary Courts, hut by cxtraordinaiy functionaries, of the 
riagleadcr.s, and T now learn that the Constantinople authorities, after last week’s 
attempted massacre at Aintab, having appaiently arrived at the same conclusion, have 
dispatched tliilhor fi'om Ouvfa the Gcneinl of Division, Ahmed Lufti Pasha, son-in-law 
of (ilmzi Osman Pasha, and thien days ago scut him instructions to find out the ring¬ 
leader.'!, and hunish or otherwise punish them administratively without Imving recourse 
to the judicial authorities. .Sliould Ahmed Lutft Pasha take some such measures, it 
cannnl fail to jiroducc a good clTcct in the Aleppo l•ogion, and should I, on my arrival 
at Bii|ejik, suecoed in convincing the Commission of the advisability of recommending 
a similar course to the Palace, I shall inform yourExeclloiicy by telegram, if provided 
with cyphers, and .am sure that representations hv Her ^lajcsty’s Embassy in the same 
sense will greatly eontrlhutc towards tlnnr obtaining the desired instructions. To that 
end I give the following names of the ^lussulmaus who, in my opinion, ought to be 
e.Niled from Birejik:— 

(1) Alimcd Efiendi, Head of the Alunieipality (Belediyyd reisi); (2) Nell 
Kfiendi, former Secretary to the Birejik Local Government (tahrirat Kiatibi- 
suhik); and (11, 1, and 5) the thrao “ Clionponzadcler,” especially the eldest, Muslim 
Aghu. 

Should I not find it possible wiien ai Birejik to enable the Armenians there 
to return to CUiristiauity, and continue to live there without the risk of being 
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massacred, 1 bavc great hope of inducing the Government to allow them to migrate 
to Ourla, Aintab, and Alepjx), where they can profess Cbristiaiiity. I have spoken 
in that sense to the Vali, and his Excellency has made similar recommendations 
to the Porte, which I trust will not insist on those who migrate returning to Birejik, 
where they will once more be obliged to become Mussulmans. 

I have written this despatch so full of conditions here at Aleppo, and before 
proceeding to Birojik, because tiic possibility of my being unprovided with c;^her8 
will there prevent mo from rapidly communicating at length with Her Majesty’s 
Embassy. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. H. FITZMAURICE. 


No. 228. 

Mr. ihrberl to the Marqiiesf< of Salisbury.—[Received June 29.) 


(No. 497.) 

My Lord, Therapia, June 25,1896. 

ON receipt of Mr. Halhvard’s telegram in rcgaitl to the serious situation at 
Diarbekir, winch I bad the honour to repeat to your JiOrdshi]), I consulted the French 
Ambissador, w ho had received similar information from his Consul, and we decided to 
make at once strong representations, both at the Porte and the Palace, and to insist 
onco more on the dismissal of the Vali. I accordingly called on the Minister for 
Foreign Afiairs, and, on the 22nd instant, after showing him 5Ir. Ilallward’s telegrams, 
earnestly impressed upon him the necessity of appointing a new Governor-General of 
Diarbekir in the place of Kumi Pasha. 

The latter, 1 said, according to information furnished by both the English and 
French Consuls, was (Iceply implicated in the massacres la.st year, and I reminded his 
Excellency tlmt the six Embassies had already demanded his dismissal many months n^, 
and that the Sultan had promis(Hl at one moment that this request should he complied 
with. I also iMiinted out that whenever (he intervention of the Embassy or of our 
Consular officers was sought for by the Turkisli Goveniracnt to help them out of 
their difficulties it wa.s r(*adily agreed to, but, on the other hand, it wms to bo noticed 
with regret that whenever we gave the Turkish Government any advice they never 
followed it. Had they doiui so, the state of the country would not have been so 
deplorable, and the Porte would not have been ohlige<l to seek foreign intervention to 
restore order, as (hey hud just done in the ease* of the disturhanccs at Van. It 
was difficult to uiidorstand, I added, the reasons for kc<?ping on tliis official, 
when it was ])alent to ever}’ one tlmt the country ho administered wns going from bad 
to worse; and 1 concluded liy expressing the hope tlmt the Sultan would this time give 
definite and immediate orders for liis removal. 

Towfik Pasha, who invariably protends to agree with any arguments which one 
may advance, admitted that Eumi Paslm was a liad Governor, and stated that ho and 
tile Council of ^linisters had long ago proposed a new Vali for Dinrlwkir, hut he 
pnimised to again bring the matter before his colleagues. 

Mr. Block made similar representations at the Palace, wliich w’ci*c also supported 
by the French Dragoman. 

I also addressed a signed note to the Porte on the same day, copy of which is 
inclosed hcrawith, warning them that if a re^wtition of the events of last year occurred 
at Diarbekir, the Turkish Government would he held directly responsible. M. Camhon 
sent in u note in the same sense, hut it was couched—so I understand—iii much 
stronger language. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) MICHAEL H. HERBERT. 


Inclosure in No. 228. 

Mr. Herbert to Tewjik Pasha. 

M. le Ministre, Therapia, June 22, 1890. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that Her ^jesty’s Vice-Consul 
at DiarlK'kir reporte by telegraph that arms and powder are being distributed among 
[701] 3 JO 











tlio Kurils, that tlie :M;us 9 utmans arc again thrcatoiiing the Armenians, ami that tears 
irthlghm to call .your Excellent 

reltusl^Tutolf™^^^^ 

held directly i-esponsihlc. ^ 

(Signed)"''^' ’ 'jIlCUiVEL II. IIERBEIIT. 


No. 2-'9. 

Hr. Herbert to the Harquess of Salisbury.—[Received June 29.) 
(TeloKmphie.) 1>. Constantinople. June 29. 1899, lO'SO P.M. 

\V’IT 11 reference to my iramediatcly itrcccding telegram. 

Following is a succinct n-sumd ot a message from the Sult.an -, 

.Vrineiiian ouestion, which was also communicated to me by I'/zot licy . 

Srconiplained hitterly of the way in l^nglaml ^ ‘Im 

•Vrmenians. and of the recent massacre ot Moslems at \ an hj the latto. mui. n 
fVm lll^r officials Ind unwittingly norhans, encouraged the Armenians, so that (ho 
Liter ookod to England for protection rather than to hh"- 

Fn.. a ,d S intomsted herself in the welfare of alt Ilis Majesty’s subjects without 
tofillelL^olmee or mlig^rs^ now seemed to extend her protection only to the 

^'“■■"it”^ impossihlo to comply with England’s wish to 
mainUiiu order alid tmiiquillity a.s long as the ^7®";®’'^ 

attitude His Maicsty desired that good advice should he guen to tlicin, otiier 
wise, if they pei-sisted^ in their present course, the Turkish Oovornment reserved 
liberty ot action.” 


No. 230. 

Mr. Herbert to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received June 30.) 

(Tele^nhic.) 1’. Constantinople, June 30,1899, K^O 

f llllCElVliD the following telegram from Vice-Consul Fontana at Kharpu 

"‘^IherTis great fear pimalent. The Turks aie all armed, and i‘7‘;;[>7®'“2lrv 
Armenians. 'Tlio weakness ot the Vali, and the coldness hotween him and the 
rmnuZdant remlers the situation mom critical. A battalion of troops proceed.-d 
from licrc Iho otlici* <lfty to tlio IVrsiiiii frontier. . , win ho 

“ It is probable that the reserves who took part m the recent . 

calli'd out. It would be fur more iieeessary if regular troops could n iilace that 
battalion.” 


No, 2B1. 

Mr. Herbert to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received June 30.) 

Sm 1 1> Couslantinople, June 30,1899, 5 r.M. 

^ &NSlJli EYIfES reports from Damascus by tolcgrayli ^*!® 

Govomor-Goncral has been disinisseil. and that the Governor-General of Iteyroiit is 
ai l r A Snd hir inquiry and iirbitration has been addressed to He local 
ruteities b^he Urus«.. ^Ir.^Eyres thinks that now that the Governor-General is 
removed tho question will ho sotllod |K*aceluUy. 
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No. 232. 

The Marquess of Salisbury to Mr. Herbert, 

(’rclegraphio.) P. Foreign Office, June 30, 1899. 

wITIT reference to your despatch No. ^92, Confidential, of tho 2ith instant, I 
concur in your opinion that it would bo inexpedient for ilr. Fitzmaurico to hold an 
official position on tho Commission which is to proceed to Birojik in connection with 
the recent forced conversions to Islamism. 

Do you feel satisfied tliat all possible precautions to insure lus safety has been 
adopted P 


No. 233. 

The Marquess of Salisbury to Mr. Herbert. 

gjj. ^ Foreign Office, tTune 30, 1896. 

I HAVE rccoivcd your despatch No. 197 of the 25th instant relative to tho 
serious position of affairs at Diarbokir. > « ,. , * 

The representations which you miwlo on the subject to ^ the Sultan and to 
the Turkish Government, and your lauguage in urging tho dismissal of the Vall, are 
entirely approved by Her Majesty's Government. 

I am, «&c. 

(Signed) S^VLISBURY. 









